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INTRODUCTION

Welcometo JLS111: Introduction to Journalism.

Introduction to Journalism is a foundation course $tudents and
practitioners in the field. It treats all the fuamdental principles of
writing and reporting for the mass media. Althoyggirticular attention
is given to the practice of journalism in Nigerilag basic principles still
retain their universal meanings.

This course guide provides you with the necessdormation about the
contents, process, and materials with which to ezl understand the
subject matter of the course. The guide also 8pscihe amount of
time you are required to spend on each unit ofagsgnments. It also
gives you some guidance on your Tutor Marked Asamgmis (TMA).
You are advised to attend the tutorial classesgouds your difficulties
with your tutorial facilitators.

COURSE AIMS

The aims of this course are to:

0] Establish the history of journalism.

(i) Introduce the locus on the core busines@ofnalism practice.

(i)  Explain the related Laws of the Nigerianti¢e that covers and
regulates the practice of journalism.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

There are objectives to be achieved in unit of dberse. You should
read them before studying each unit. It is expettatl by the time you
have finished studying this course, you shouldlie #:

0] Demonstrate their understanding of the histang development
of journalism in Nigeria;

(i)  ldentify and know the basic principles olmalistic writing;

(i)  Write news stories of any kind by applgithe principles of
journalistic writing;

(iv) Describe how news is gathered, processeddasgEminated to
readers; and

(v) State the relevant laws that affect theirpalism practice
everyday.

WORKING THROUGH THIS COURSE

To fully benefit from this course, you are expectedread the study
units and other materials provided by NOUN. Eani oontains self-
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assessment exercise. At certain points in the fepgou are required
to carry out the assignments, which will be markeg assessors
appointed by the University. Remember, all compdsm@f this course
contribute to your total success. So, take yauetto read, and study
them effectively in order to successfully derive thest from the course.

COURSE MATERIALS

The main components of the course are:
Course guide

Study Units

Textbooks

Assignment file

Presentation schedule

arwpbE

STUDY UNITS

There are sixteen study units and a course guitl@srcourse, and they
are as follows:

Module 1

Unit 1 The Development of Journalism: A World View

Unit 2 Journalism Development in Nigeria: Pre-ipeledence Era

Unit 3 Journalism Development in Nigeria: Postdpdndence
Era

Unit 4 The Journalism Industry: Key structural raalkp

Module 2

Unit 1 The Nature of News

Unit 2 Writing the News

Unit 3 Editing the News

Unit 4 Headline Writing

Unit 5 Essentials of Journalistic style

Unit 6 Elements of Good News Reporting

Unit 7 Interviewing and News sources

Module 3

Unit 1 Contempt of Court

Unit 2 Court Reporting

Unit 3 Knowing the Courts in Nigeria

Unit 4 Defamation Law

Unit 5 Copyright Law



The first module, consisting of four units generadistablishes the
history of journalism from the worldview to the Migan perspective.
The second module, comprising seven units of stémyises on the
core business of journalism practice. The last #mdd module,
explains the related laws of the Nigerian natioat ttover and regulate
the practice of journalism. Each unit is desigteeéngage you for one
week (seven days) and includes: specific objectiveasding materials,
self assessmemixercise, together with tutor-marked assignmetitss
hoped that these exercises will help you achieeddhrning objectives
in each unit of the course syllabus.

TEXTBOOKSAND REFERENCES

Each unit has a set of recommended textbooks feremces for study.
You are also encouraged to read books, even whereoommended,
but which contain relevant course themes. In auoldityou can visit the
Internet to enhance your chances of achieving kgarning task.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment in this course is divided into two parihiey are (1) the
continuous assessment or tutor marked assignmé&Ms)(and (2) a
written examination. In doing the assignments, yoa expected to
apply all the information gathered during the ceursThe assignment
must be submitted to your tutor for assessmencaor@ance with the
deadlines stated in the presentation schedule lamdssignment file.
The work that you submit for assessment will altbge account for
30% of your total course mark.

TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Every unit is this course has a tutor marked assegi. You are
required to attempt all the questions, and you bellassessed on all of
them but the best four performances from the (T8I be used for
your 30% grading. One each will be selected fromdiMes 1 and 3,
while two will be selected from any of the unitsnmodule 2. A greater
weight is placed on module 2 because it refleces dbre content of
journalism practice.

When you have completed each assignment, sendyéther with a
Tutor Marked Assignment form, to your tutor. Malseire each
assignment reaches your tutor on or before thelideafdr submissions.
If for any reason, you cannot complete your worktiare, contact your
tutor for a discussion on the matter.

Vi
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FINAL EXAMINATION

The final examination for this course will be threeurs duration and
will attract 70% of the total course grade. Tharaination will consist

of questions which reflect the kinds of self asses# exercises and
tutor marked assignment you have previously enevadt And all

aspects of the course will be assessed. You shusgldhe time between
completing the last unit, and taking the examimato revise the entire
course.

COURSE MARKING SCHEME

Here is a breakdown of how actual marking will loael.

ASSESSMENT MARKS

Assignments 1 — 4 The best frarRour assignments, best three
modules 1 and 3 and the two bestarks of the four count for 30% of

from module 2. course marks.
Final Examination 70% of overall course marks
Total 100% of course marks

COURSE OVERVIEW

MODULE/ | COURSETITLE NUMBER NUMBER OF
UNIT OF WEEKS | ASSESSMENT
ACTIVITY
Course Guide Week 1
One The Development ofWeek 1 1
Unit 1 Journalism: A World
view
Unit 2 Journalism DevelopmeniWeek 2 1
in Nigeria: Pre-
Independence Era
Unit 3 Journalism DevelopmeniWeek 3 1
in Nigeria: Post
Independence Era
Unit 4 The journalism Industry:Week 4 1
Key structural makeup
Two The Nature of News Week 5 1
Unit 1
Unit 2 Writing the News Week 6 1
Unit 3 Editing the News Week 6 1
Unit 4 Headline Writing Week 7 1

vii



Unit 5 Essentials of JournalistiaVeek 8 1
style

Unit 6 Elements of Good NewdNeek 9 1
Reporting

Unit 7 Interview and NewsWeek 10 1
sources

Three Contempt of Court Week 11 1

Unit 1

Unit 2 Court Reporting Week 12 1

Unit 3 Knowing the Courts inWeek 13 1
Nigeria

Unit 4 Defamation Law Week 14 1

Unit 5 Copyright Law Week 15 1
Revision Week 16
Examination Week 17
Total 17 weeks 16

HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM THIS COURSE

In distance learning, the study units replace thigarsity lecturer. The

advantage is that you can read and work througlstindy materials at
your pace, and at a time and place that suits ysi. @hink of it as

reading the lecture instead of listening to a IemtuJust as a lecturer
might give you in-class exercise, your study upitsvide exercises for
you to do at appropriate times. Each of the studisdollows the same

format.

The first item is an introduction to the subjecttt@aof the unit and how
a particular unit intergraded with other units dhd course as a whole.
Next is a set of learning objectives. These obyestiet you know what

you should be able to do by the time you have cetadlthe unit. You

should use these objectives to guide your studiésen you have

finished the units, you should go back and se®iuf gave achieved the
objectives.

If you make a habit of doing this, you will sigréintly improve your
chances of passing the course. Self AssessmentciEaer are
interspersed throughout the units and answers iaen gt end of the
course. Working these tests will help you to achithe objectives of the
unit and prepare you for the assignments and exaiom

You should do each Self Assessment Exercise acgoe to it in the

study unit. There will be examples given in thedsgtwnits. Work
through these when you have come to them.
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TUTORSAND TUTORIALS

In this course, you have been provided with 15 sairtutorials. You

will be notified of the dates, times and locatiohtbese tutorials, a
together with he name and phone number of your,ta® soon as you
are allocated a tutorial group. You tutor will tytonark and comment
on your assignments as well as keep a close watgfoor progress in
this course. So, you should try as much as paswhttend tutorials. It
is the only chance you have in meeting your taaéfto face and asking
all the questions you want or need to ask.

We wish you a successful course work.
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JLS111 MODULE 1

MODULE 1 JOURNALISM DEVELOPMENT AND
STRUCTURE

Unitl  The Development of Journalism: A Historiégdproach

Unit2  Journalism Development in Nigeria: Pre — dpéndence
Period

Unit3  Journalism Development in Nigeria: Post ddpendence Era

Unit4  The Journalism Industry: Key Structural Mdkp

UNIT 1 THE DEVELOPMENT OF JOURNALISM: A
HISTORICAL APPROACH

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1  Journalism: What it Means
3.2 Nose for News
3.3  The History of Journalism
3.4  Technological Development
3.5 American Dominance
3.6  Politico-Economic Developments

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we are looking first, at the histooy journalism from the
viewpoint of the technologies that were producedithof the practice.
There is also a view of the development of jousmalin relation to the
political and economic situation peculiar to theisties under which the
discussion is made. Before we set out to do teays first understand
what the concept of journalism is all about.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

) define and explain what journalism means
) describe the origins of writing and printing
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. explain how journalism started in Europe and Aneeric
. highlight the different phases of journalism deys@nt in
Nigeria.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Journalism: What it Means

Journalism is the art and science of gatheringctiely and processing
information or ideas, intelligence for disseminatitm the public. The

media of dissemination are usually the print oradicast channels. In
other words, there is journalism for the print dinel broadcast. For both
them, the journalist follows the same principlesl as guided by the

same determinants/values in gathering news materidWhat makes

them different, lies in the adaptation of the piphes to bear upon or
reflect the specific features of the medium. FKwmtance, a news story
for transmission in the radio medium should usedspmwhich are

simpler and mostly conversational. But, in the sigaper or magazines,
words may not be as simple and less conversational.

Good journalism consists of the intelligent assenddl relevant facts.
Getting the facts to work with is not an easy tasket, it is the most
important responsibility of the reporter. Newsgaihg therefore
concerns the ‘what’, ‘where’ and ‘How' of identifyg, selecting,
collating and processing of information for pubtioa in the
newspaper, magazine, radio, television. To achadivibis, demands the
special skill of nosing for news.

3.2 NoseFor News

This is a journalistic parlance that describes pldiing force, zeal,

anxiety and sensitivity of a journalist in the pees of newsgathering. It
requires that extreme observational tendenciestlaadbility to make

deductions or meanings from factual assumptiortsdoés not call for

any invention of facts, instead, an ability to asser weigh the

usefulness of answers from questions, especialgnwieople, of today
are particularly observant to help a journalisteganswers that they
think the journalist wants, rather than the oneswéeds. In summary
therefore, the ‘nose for News’ is

e an ability to recognise possibilities of an itemrdbrmation

e an ability to recognise clues which through theiswal search, lead
to the discovery of important information

e the capacity to recognise the relative importarfce mumber of facts
concerning the same general subject
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Self-Assessment Exercise 1.1

State three primary roles of the journalists treatehalso given direction
to the practice yesterday and today.

3.3 TheHistory of Journalism

3.3.1 Technological Developments

Strictly speaking, the word technology does noerdb mechanisms,
but the way mechanisms are used. Thus, when wiofy terms as
modern technology, or the latest technology, algfoimventions or new
machines are at the heart of the matter, it igotieeesses in which they
are used that constitute the technology. This lshba borne in mind
when studying the text by a journalism historianb®® Desmond
(1978:1 - 12). He talks about the Roman’s firgtydaewspaper. Rain
or shine, soldiers in Caesar’s garrison in theZireg Alps or burning
Sahara were lined up in the parade ground at teast a week to have
the Acta Diurna read to them. The soldiers were easier to comindl
easier to motivate, if they were reassured reguldmat theirs was the
greatest nation on earth. News of fresh congumstkeir colleagues in
other parts of the Empire, plans by the governnemicrease soldiers’
pensions, gossip about the famous, and sports teem@lr helped
convince them they were remembered and would geto@ay and paid
next week.

a)  Writing

Desmond then takes several steps backward to tinechistory of the
ideographic and phonetic types of writing. The mpdtec writing used
here is based on a 26-letter Latin alphabet, andrabic numbering
system. This systems is pre-dated, however, bggidghic systems.
Originally, these systems used stylised drawingshpécts. By a series
of combinations and associations these pictograpidd be made to
represent abstract ideas as well as objects. rfsparnce, the abstract
notion of a home could be written down by meldihg pictographs for
a house, with those for a man and a woman. Themat a family
could be portrayed by combining the pictographtahe and children,
and so on.

The three great early civilisations in India, Egyand China probably
developed their own ideographic systems of writingependently.
Today, only the Sino-Japanese versions survive.thbse of us who
only have to learn 26 letters and nine figures, suevival of an
ideographic system in which people have to leasndlly thousands of

3
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characters may seem strange. The Chinese se@lthatages of this
system. The Latin alphabet is taught in school€lma and used in
many forms of public communications such as staeet shop names.
However, the ideographic system has one advantegetloe phonetic.
The ideographs are the same for all languagest i$ha say, there are
many ethnic divisions in China, with many variasoim language, but
the ideographs are the same. The word for housebmaery different
in each language, but the ideograph is the samencé{ the national
television news is broadcast from Beijing in Stadd@hinese, but for
those who do not understand this language, mostsitef news are
summarised on the screen in ideographic writing.

b)  Paper and Printing

Desmond (1978) further outlines the developmentvofing surfaces,
from animal skins to woven papyrus; then to theemtion of paper
about 1800 years ago. The latter occurred in Chiné the major
breakthrough in paper manufacture took place inoperrat the
beginning of the nineteenth century. Almost simoétously, chemists
discovered how to break the strong bonds of ligthi&t hold wood
fibres together so all the tree — not just the barkould be used for
paper-making. Engineers then invented machingsthdd make paper
continuously as a long strip. (Up to this poinp@ahad been made out
of fibres, such as cotton and linen that were aksd to make cloth). In
the final part of this reading, Desmond summartbesdevelopment of
printing.

For a start, the evidence has grown stronger tbateC (or Koster) was
using movable type before Gutenberg. George Pusams in his two-
volume “Books and Their Makers” during the middigea that Coster
was using movable type in 1426 and published s fiook using this
method in 1430. This pre-dates the available exideas to when
Gutenberg started using movable type.

Second, Peter Schoffer who made the breakthrougméss-producing
type seldom gets credit in the history of printing.

Third, Caxton is unlikely to have carried out myminting himself. By
the scale of his time he was virtually an old marihe time he returned
to England after retiring from being a wool-merchand diplomat in
Burgundy. The foreign assistants he brought witim back from
Europe, headed by Wynkyn de Word, were the realtgns. Caxton
was an author and translator. Caxton used his ladge of the
contemporary public service to get legislation pddsy Parliament that
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could be described as the world’s first guaranteth® Freedom of the
Press.

3.3.2 American Dominance

This showcases the developments in journalism tdogy as viewed
from the United States. This is probably an appabe view because,
after the steam-powered rotary press was invenged/alter Koenig in
German, and first used in 1811 (three years editi@n in America),
most of the significant new journalism technologiemerged in
America. These included the telegraph, telephoadio news, and
television.

This list, however, should only be used as a guidibere is a certain
ethno-centric bias in the extract by Schramm (1979r example, the
town of Schenectady is credited as being the piase which the first
regular television schedules were broadcast. Qibwentries make rival
claims that such broadcasts were originated froair thoil. The most
widely accepted of these claims is that the horgmes to the British
Broadcasting Corporation in London in 1936.

Today, the place of origin of new journalism teclogy is hardly
relevant. It is not significant if John Logie Ba@imvented television.
What matters is that there are more people involwath American
television coverage at an Olympic Games than catopget What
matters is that Olympic officials time high poinis the Games’
schedules to coincide with prime-time viewing i tAmericas. What
matters is that without the money generated throagd by the
American television networks, the Olympic Gameswasknow them
may as well have some hitches.

However, the present dominance of the mass medi@anhgrica is not
something that will last in perpetuity. Just ag ttocus of media
technology shifted from China to Europe, and theimerica, so, too,
will the focus move on to Asia and Africa.

Already there are signs this is happening. Fotamse, the present
dominance of American and/or Japanese media i®lladue to the
expensive and complex back-up systems these twetssccan afford
to support their dominant news media. Even todayormally takes
many hundreds of people to bring an overseas itenews to the front
pages of American daily newspaper, radio newscaststelevision

screens. But the 1991 coverage by CNN of the @df from within

Iraq showed that a story could be covered rounetibek by fewer than
ten people using portable satellite phones. Singen,t satellite

5
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technology has been improved, and the cost ofaligileo has been
reduced so that it can now come within many fanbilidgets. Soon
individual journalists will be able to afford th@gable technologies to
cover stories for all types of media, without treckup of a newspaper
empire, or a television network. Such a situanaight lead to a new
type of less-restricted, independent journalistecmg the world’s news
without political and economic interference.

On the other hand, it might lead to more restriciedrnalism as
publishers no longer have to employ staff journslibut can pick and
choose which version of events pleases them anddhstomers most
from the different ones offered by the many new htecally-
independent freelance journalists.

3.3.3 Poalitico-Economic Developments

The history of journalism in England is the nexpst Cranfield (1975)

of the University of Newcastle traces how the Tuommarchy whittled

away the freedoms gained in the 1484 Act until @rewn had total

control of all publications. Even when Parliamgained ascendancy
over the monarchy there was little inclination bg elected government
to relax the controls on publishing. Only partylifics prevented the

Printing Act being renewed in 1695. This lapsgavernment control

meant England was the only country in Europe ét tinge where the

publishing of newspapers was unlicensed.

a) Freedom of the Press

A few weeks after he became king of Prussia in 1F@derick the
Great introduced a process that partially freed Rress by removing
virtually all censorship (Koser 1907: 158-9). Heee tolerated attacks
on himself in books, plays, pamphlets, and espgdialthe newspaper
he ordered to be established in Berlin. Just acitbe border in
Denmark, a young doctor from Prussia, Johann S¢eesrtook over the
effective rule of the country in 1770 with the helphis lover, the queen
Caroline Matilda (Williams (1907: 415 — 118). Oakhis first edicts
was the granting of unrestricted freedom of thesgpreUnfortunately, a
prime target of the new free press was Struensdehanrelationship
with Caroline Matilda. After a sustained press pamn, Struensee was
put on trial and beheaded in 1772.

The concept of a free press jumped the 20km gapedeet Denmark’s
Copenhagen and Sweden’s town of Malmo. In 199F wbrld’s first

law to specifically guarantee the freedom of thespr— including
limitations to this freedom — was introduced in 8ee. Since then

6
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freedom of the press has been guaranteed in the ddwany nations.
In the United States and the former Soviet Uniochsa guarantee is
enshrined in each nation’s constitution; althougd Soviet guarantee
differed from its Western counterparts by guarantgereedom of

access of its citizens to the columns of the press.

b) Development of Newspapers

Anthony Smith (1979: 7 — 15) offers an explanatramy the birthplace
of printing. China was one of the last places troduce mass-
circulation newspapers. Smith also expands on Dedia claim that
modern newspapers and accompanying forms of jasmadid not
emerge in the West until about the 1850s. Theaautlutlines four
stages before the nineteenth century in the Europleaelopment of
publishing news. All were in book form, with thest stage being
known as relations. These contained a descrigi@asingle event that
was written long after the event occurred. Theosdcstage was the
collection of these relations into a publicatiorokwm as a Coranto. The
first English prototype of a daily newspaper was [raily Courant (or
Coranto) which appeared during the latter parh $tage, in 1702.

The publications in the third stage were knowmiasnals. These dealt
with more recent events and were published weeklprevided a
sufficient number of significant events had occdrdeiring the previous
week. However, the diurnals ranked their informatin chronological
order.

The fourth stage was the mercury. Although thesigligations were

still in book form, according to Smith, their wrigeadopted some of the
basic practices used by today’s journalists. stance, for the time
information was selected and ordered in ways thailavmost interest

or influence the readers.

In another book by Smith (1978:147) that incorpesatin historical
view of journalism. The Politics of information,ehquotes the
nineteenth century poet Rev. George Crabbe asibiegcjournalists as:

“Some champions for the rights that prop the crown.
Some sturdy patriots sworn to pull them down; some
neutral powers, with secret forces fraught. Wighfar
war, but willing to be brought.”

A pessimist might say that, in the intervening geathe role of
journalists has not changed, only the technologyr instance, during
the five years before the start of the nineteeetiituary, two New York

7
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newspapers “The World” (owned by Joseph Pulitzed ‘@ he Journal”
(owned by William Randolph Hearst) were engaged igirculation
battle. After running the gamut of stories on losax, crime and
scandal, the World began to highlight often ficlits stories about the
cruelty and excesses of the soldiers in the Spamikimy of Cuba.

The Journal responded by sending a dozen of ttearcod its reporters

and artists to milk as many human interest stabesut the alleged civil

war that was about to erupt. After several morihe of the artists
telegraphed Hearst asking to come home because t@s no war.

Hearst's reply was: “You supply the pictures. $illpply the war”. Sure
enough, public opinion in American had been whippgdto such a

fever pitch against the Spanish over the “expldit€dbans that Hearst
was able to persuade his government that the aloeotstinly accidental

sinking of an American warship near Havana in 1888 cause enough
to start the Spanish-American War.

C) The Fourth Estate

Like Smith, Jeremy Tunstall in Newspaper Historyonfr the
Seventeenth Century to the present Day, identioes stages in the
development of journalism. However, Tunstall aggtieat these stages
are myths that have been constructed post facaébteémpts to raise the
status and value of journalists.

The first of these mythical stages was “the hestiaggle against state
control of the press, culminating in the establishinof the fourth
Estate”. The tag of Fourth Estate helped reinfdne first myth. This
was created by Lord Macaulay for journalists whenskhiggested that
they were a fourth-part of government — after th&ates, or classes, of
the Lords Temporal (peers of the realm and membktke House of
Lords), Lords Spiritual (archbishops and bishopstieé Church of
England, also sitting in the House of Lords), afm@ tCommons
(members of the lower house).

Tunstall's second mythical stage was the “key ail¢he Fourth Estate
in maintaining a mature democracy” as watchdogs.

The third stage was the alleged transformatioroofrjalist from venal
hacks into socially responsible people committedthe ideals of
“objectivity, accuracy, and truth”; and fourth, &hcontest within the
press between commercial and non-commercial gobktween
conceptions of the press as an industry and akcmervice” (1978:
17).
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Smith also pours cold water on such a romanticised of journalism
history. He sees the needs of trade and the ecprainparticular
societies dictating the rate of development andagof journalism. He
says, for instance, that the fact that the Far Badta 500 — year march
on Europe in the development of printing and yetl ha wait for
Europeans to introduce the idea of newspapers datyonstrates this
hypothesis. There was no commercial or econoned @ newspapers
for the common reader in the highly-bureaucratisps-nineteenth
century China.

Salf-Assessment Exercise 1.2

Discuss how technology, politics and economy haignificantly
influenced the growth of journalism practice today.

40 CONCLUSION

The newspaper is not just the oldest of the popmass media; it has
also tended to serve as the training ground foryn@urnalists.

Without doubt, the press is an integral part ofdbeiety and needs to be
kept healthy. It is the greatest public servicehiclw hinges its
performance on investigative journalism, a toolduse perform the
watch dog function of the press.

The next question is to do with where the preggpiag with the speed
of technological advancement of the century. Wdmat of future does
the newspaper have in the new dispensation? Asswerthese
guestions will be found by communication researsher

50 SUMMARY
In this unit so far, you have learnt that:

o Journalism is not just an art of news gathering seldcting, but
of processing and disseminating of intelligenctéhtpublic;

) Good journalism consists of intelligent assemblyfaxfts which
can be enhanced and facilitated by the journatisteelopment
and use of the skill of ‘nosing for News’;

o Technology makes easy the work of the journalisiliakevels —
newsgathering, news professing and news dissemmati
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o Technological developments in the field of joursalicuts across
the globe with each continent of the world wieldidgminant
power as time and chance permit it;

o The good journalism is significantly influenced the political
and economic support given it by any society. Spohtical
structures and policy can dictate the length ameathrof freedom
given the press or can mar such freedom and diageur
investment in the journalism progression.

6.0 TUTORED-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss the significant trends in the world thavénanfluenced the
growth of journalism.

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING
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for understanding
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, the issue of press development issi@d but this time, the
Nigerian society before independence in 1960 ismispecial attention.
The direction of our discourse will reflect a blenél two important

trends. While you will read about the kinds ananber of papers that
sprang up at every stage of our discussion, youldvalso notice that
such developments are discussed side by side \wih ptopelling

political and economic interest of the participantsthose periods or
eras.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you are should be able to:

. identify the major publications of the eras undedyg
o list the key personalities/players during such era
) describe the major roles and contributions playgdhle owners

and participants in the press business.
3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 ThePeriod of Missionary Journalism

The history of Print Journalism began in Nigeridhwthe installation of
the Printing Press at Calabar by the Presbyteriasibh in 1846. The
presence of the printing press had a religious tode, in the sense that
books, pamphlets, short essays and short sto¢svigre produced had
their contents focused primarily on religious mattand other cultural

11
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interests. Although, this development did not lestg and has often
been left out in the chronicles of print developinan Nigeria, other
missionaries and religiously inclined business cams men took a cue
from the Calabar experience. Consequently, RewnwrH&ownsend, a
missionary journalist, established a printing presébeokuta in 1854.
Five years afterwards i.e. in 1859, the “WE IROHAUN A WON
ARA EGBA ATI YORUBA” was founded. The newspaper ristated
into English Language means “Newspaper in Yoruba Hgba and
Yoruba people”. The newspaper was published fogtitiy but later
became bilingual in 1860, when the English versi@as added to the
Vernacular edition. “lwe Irohin” was purely a rabgs newspaper,
publishing news about church activities, partidylathe establishment
of new churches, the arrival and departure of orssies and even the
death of religious dignitaries and traditional rsle

The newspaper’s (Iwe Irohin) primary objective wascultivate good
and appreciable reading attitude among the pedpieecarea and even
beyond. As a result of this, the newspaper expaitdetews coverage
to cover non-religious events such as those aladetand commerce,
exhibitions, sports, health, hygiene, moralistidu@ational and other
news items of national consequences, crime repaorigjoral news
abstracts, alcoholic promotions, etc.

Although “Iwe Irohin” ceased to exist in 1867, asesult of ‘IFOLE’,
the popular uprising in Yoruba land that saw manyogeans feeling or
expelled from Abeokuta, the newspaper was saictorlique in several
ways. Omu (1980) writes that Iwe Irohivas the best organised of the
mission papers at the time. It was also the fiegigp to be published in
African Language.

Rev. Henry Townsend’s trial at newspaper publishéngld be called
the “Preliminary period in the evolution of the Migan Press”, while
Hope Waddell's attempts could be described as ttoduton of the
“Commercial Press in Nigeria”.

The characteristics of Townsend’'s “lwe Irohin” werequally
remarkable. It had a cover price of 30 cowries papy, while the
English edition was sold for one penny,

It had a crude technical production, since the mogeess technology
was yet to become known. Its layout was crowdeticanl, and without

pictures. The newspaper had two large columnsimgnsiown from its

masthead and filled with text in uniform types.

The Iwe Irohin regularly carried anti-slavery ediats and many of its
religious publications were either slanted or codouto promote the
12
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crusade against slavery. The paper actually Spemded the attack on
slavery.

However, other publications of the early missioesias documented by
Nwuneli (1985) were:

. The African Gleamer published in 1917 by the Amc@hurch
Organisation of Nigeria (ACON) - English Language.

. African Hope (1919) by ACON - English Language.
. Leisure Hours (1918) by CMS — English Language.

. Nigerian Baptist (1923) by Nigerian Baptist Convent English
and Yoruba Language.

o Nigerian Methodist (1925) by the Methodist ChurctErglish
Language.

o African Challenge (1934) by Sudan Interior Missi(fBlM) -
English language.

) African Christian (1930) by African Church Orgartisa -
English language,

. African Chronicles (same as in No.7.)

o Catholic life (1936) by the Roman Catholic ChurchEnrglish
language.

) Labarian Ekklesiye (1947) by the Muslim SocietyNifjeria —
English and Arabic languages.

The contributions of these missionary papers wernensarized by Fred
Omu (1978), as having significant influences on IV&sican Society.

The newspapers introduced the first generatiorexdatated Africans to
what has become an intrinsic part of enlightenedes$p in Europe and
other continents. Their examples gave inspiratoAfricans who then
exploited the business (news papering) and emplayad the chief
weapon of exercising power as well as participatmgovernment.

Salf-Assessment Exercise 2.1

What are the main features of ‘lwe Irohin’ that yoave read?

13
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3.2 ThePeriod of the Alien-Dominated Press

The alien dominated press simply covers the penod-Nigerians
enjoyed the freedom of publishing newspapers fajeNans. The first
recorded impression of this era was initiated byod&tbo Campbell on
June 6, 1863. It was called the ANGLO-AFRICAN neasgr. As a
weekly newspaper, Anglo-Africahad a circulation figure of between
30-50 copies and was sold for three pence. Theagpyinmterest of the
publisher, Robert Campbell was to exploit the graiinterest in
western education and enlightenment in Lagos, byiging cheap and
accessible material, which would educate, infornd amtertain its
readers. Robbert Campbell’'s publication was Najsrisecond
newspaper to be launched after Townsend's attem@ampbell’s
“Anglo-African” devoted its front pages to publigky, advertisement,
notices, and announcements. It carried local arsiiseas news, and a
lot of editorials dealing with the issues of thgsars. It was ahead of
Townsend’s “lwe Irohin” in news coverage and edébrssues. The
newspaper later ceased to exist on December 3% @86 to some
financial constraints.

That the Anglo-African ceased to exist did not mélaat other aliens
were discouraged from venturing into the business. fact, certain
conditions or factors engendered greater intergszaal in the minds of
the aliens. Some of the factors were identified as:

. The uncompromising difference between the teachings
missionaries and their overt behaviour and prastiddis was
primarily evident in the increasing difficulty toeconcile
missionary protestation of Christian ethics or does with the
evidence of glaring hypocrisy exemplified in Heflrgwnsend’s
desperate fight against Ajayi Crowther.

o The educational or literacy level was increasimgnigndously in
Nigeria, particularly in Lagos and other cities rajothe West
African Coast.

o The rapid growth of printing industry in urban aest in the
progressive enterprise of newspaper publication.

) The increasing nature of competition arising froggrassive
business acumen which made advertising almost ewitale
tool of immense marketing efforts. The channels $urch
marketing goals and publicity were no doubt theaasyof the
press.

14
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Such publications that followed the footsteps oflrAfrican were the
Lagos Timesand _Gold Coast Colony Advertisestablished by Richard
Beale Blaize on November, 10, 1880. The Lagos Timas published
fortnightly and sold for six pence. Its presences wagnificant in setting
the ball of militant journalisms and nationalismllirg in Nigeria.
Because of the stance, it was not patronized bygahanial government.
The Lagos Timeslied in 1883 out of financial constraints.

Prior to the exit of Lagos Time8lackall Benjamin had established the
Lagos Observeon February 4,1882. He recruited the services of D
N.T. King and Robert Campbell to run the paper. T®-hired
gentlemen later died in 1884 signalling also thatlleof the_Lagos
ObserverActually, B. Benjamin continued single-handedly twithe
paper until 1890 when the possibilities of the papeurvival was
guestionable. So, the Lagos obsemegised to exist.

Its death notwithstanding the Lagos Observer wadsdfor its success
in terms of its longer life span and remarkableorffin political
emancipation. It actually attempted to balancecadim with decorum.
Other newspapers founded by aliens in Nigeria ohtuthe:

o Iwe Irohin Eko founded by Andrew Thomas in 1888,
November3.

. The Weekly Timesby John Payne Jackson, a Liberian born
businessman on May 3, 1890.

. The Lagos Weekly Recorfdunded by John B. Jackson in 1890.
This newspaper became one of the most popular peassg the
greatest continuity and long life in the history efarly
newspapers in Nigeria. It was also reputed fostitsng views on
politics and total political independence for Afic

) The Standarghaper by George Alfred Williams on September 16,
1894.

o The Lagos Echéounded by J.S. Leigh on September 12, 1898.

Salf-Assessment Exercise 2.2

What main reasons encouraged aliens to avoid beisgpuraged in
their business of journalism?

15
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3.3 ThePeriod of Indigenous Press

One of the early indigenous newspapers was theridiggoneer It was
founded by Kitoyi Ajasa in 1914. The newspaper wasgovernmental
and so, did not encourage radicalism of the naligisaFor this reason,
the newspaper was unpopular. It died in 1936. $rhHeli came into
the scene with the African Messenger March 10, 1921. He is said to
have been the first man outside Yoruba land to gengrto prominence
in Lagos politics. The African Messendasted for five (5) years before
it metamorphosed into the Nigerian Daily Timester being bought
over by the then Nigerian Printing and Publishirap®any in 1926.

Being a gentleman agreement between Adeyemo Alakigh Richard
Barrow, the_African Messeng#ransformed into the Daily Timesyas
headed by Ernest Ikoli as the first Editor undez thanagement of
Nigerian printing and publishing company, NPPC.d.its predecessor,
the Nigerian Daily Timesvas pro-governmental and its relationship
with the government was like that of the TimefsLondon and the
British government. The Daily Timesas later made a subsidiary of the
London Daily Mirrorin 1948. This co-operation brought some positive
changes to the Timesf Nigeria in many ways. Notable among such
development was the general treatment of news auk glanning
which witnessed remarkable improvement from whak éasted before
in the publishing scene then. The improvement werg much peculiar
to the outlook of the Timesnd_Mirrorof London.

As a result to this relationship, the Daily Timeas solidly supported
financially culminating in a highly equal compatiti with other
newspapers of that time. It virtually made the bess of publishing
practically uncomfortable for other papers by atirg good and
competent personnel with the baits of mouth-watenctentives. It also
expanded greatly and increased its circulation @gp# about 62,000
in 1956, when the Sunday Timess introduced. Generally, the Daily
Timeswas not liked by most Nigerians due to nationabsticalism. It
relatively lost the respect of the general publid avas not of any
significant consequence in the aggressive pursdit national
independence for the country.

Few other papers that co-existed with the Nigelaily Times and
afterwards were:

. The Lagos Daily Newsby Herbert Macauley and Akilade
Caulcrick in 1927.

16
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. The Nigerian Daily Telegraplby Akin Fagbemo Beyioku on
November 12,1927.

. Akede Ekoby I. B. Thomas on June 1, 1929.

o The Nigerian Daily Maiby Ernest Ikoli in 1930.

) The West African Piloin 1937 by Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe. This
newspaper was a pillar in Nigerian Journalism. wés well
positioned and could be compared to a local trgirsohool for
journalists, because it produced great future jalists — amongst
them were Chief Anthony Enahoro and Chief Tony Mbamo
Also, the Pilot was the first newspaper to intraglgartoon strips
into Nigerian Journalism.

The West African Pilot was the most popular natichanewspaper of
all times in Nigeria. Journalistically, the W/A &ilbrought about great
innovations in the general newspaper outlook ambdyaphy. It was
noted for its tremendous use of pictures and moldeadlline forms. Dr.
Azikiwe also owned and edited other papers suchthas Eastern
Nigerian GuardianThe Eastern Sentinednd the “Northern Advocates”.

By 1958, two newspapers, The Daily Exprassl Sunday Expresgere
launched from a partnership pact between Roy Tham$&anada and
the then ruling party in the Western Region. Thesutted in the
formation of Allied Newspapers of Nigeria, a newdgahat absorbed
the former Amalgamated Press of Nigeria.

Salf-Assessment Exercise 2.3

Briefly outline the major policy thrust of the WeAtrican Pilot and the
Nigerian Daily Times.

40 CONCLUSION
The early press in Nigeria set the pace for todgysnalism. It is for

this foundational thrust that made Nigerian pressbeé rated high
amongst other nations.

50 SUMMARY

On the whole, the general picture of the pressnguitie colonial or pre-
independence of Nigerian history can be said toehbgen in the
remarks of Dr. Azikiwe, thus:
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If we analysed the earliest newspapers Publishatisn
country in the first 70 years of existence, thdofwing

will emerge; The newspapers were mainly periodjcals
published weekly, fortnightly or monthly; The
proprietors were invariably their editors, With the
exception of lwe Irohin, the Nigerian Pioneer aihe t
African Messenger, the Journalist were mostly ali¢he
period of survivals of these papers were very short
Indeed averaging three and half years.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Compare and contrast the major features of thevimtlg newspapers in
terms of their objectives, contents and format:

0] Iwe Irohin

(i)  Anglo African

(i)  West African Pilot, and

(iv)  Nigerian Daily Times

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING
Nwuneli, Onuora (1985) “The Evolution of Print Madin Nigeria” in
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, the final part of the press developiis discussed. Just as
it was stated in the previous unit, the directidnoar discussion will
reflect not only the significant newspapers andne&vef the different
periods, but also the political, social and ecomomssues that formed
the basis of their existence.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

) know the major publications during the period ofgélian
independence

. know the key personalities/players during suchqakri

) understand the character of the press at periodglslafter
independence.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 TheModern Nigerian Press

The modern Nigerian Press history covers the paxfaddependence in
Nigeria and years afterwards. And for the Nigeress then, it was
once nationalistic in nature later very regionalistlt was preoccupied
with the business of enhancing regional autononpiesserving national
independence but mostly promoting sectional, trédvad the very selfish
interest of those in leadership positions. Thesmfused and
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provocative roles of the press at that time gaeeitlkdependent press a
rather justified and severely limited success.

The independent press, having been assured ofendepce on October
1, 1960 shifted aside its colonial militant advocad nationalism to
embrace fresh responsibilities as vehicles of materpolitical and
governmental control, of struggle and of mainteeant power. A
social observer, Dr. Ahaziah Umanah once descrthedindependent
press as having some functional utilisation whiclrevantagonistic,
subversive of national cohesion, politically scétisi, fragmentary and
fractious in social mobilisation. It seems appéathat the ‘fragmentary’
and parochial nature of the press of this periodegaway for all
government information apparati, both at the regioand national
levels assuming new dimensions to the general nmdtion
communication activities.

Within the regions, these official media channelerev mainly
manipulated by their respective governments andigahs for selfish
advantages as well as against their local rivatg] their national
political counterparts. It was the partisanshiptioé press operation
mostly visible at the regional level that perhapsireed the federal
government to establish its own newspapers — Thenidg Postand the
Sunday Postin addition to_Nigerian Daily TimesAll these newspapers
existed to preserve national power and counter ilplessttacks or
encroachment of uncompromising regional forces md@bonal interest
or matters. Perhaps, it may be reasonable to areatfew or allude to
little of the Press activities of Independence.

In Western Nigeria, The Nigerian Tribufeunded by Chief Awolowo
in 1947 and later controlled by his wife througlmajor stockholding,
was an opposition newspaper, particularly with émerance of Chief
Akintola as the political boss of Western Nigeria.

The Tribune,once the mouthpiece of Action Group now ‘replacey’
the Daily SketcHater became the mouthpiece of Akintola’s NNDP.

The Sketchwas founded in 1964. It was used as a weaporhen t
political vendetta between Nigerian National Denadicr Party NNDP
and the Action Group that ensued after Awolowo’siction and
imprisonment on a charge of treasonable felony. Ayo Ojewumi, the
Editor of Tribunewas also sent to jail after the newspaper comndente
on possible irregularities in the budget of Westdigerian government.
However, with the release of Awolowo, The Tribursdongside its
vernacular edition Irohin Yorubaegan to flourish again.
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In Eastern Nigeria, various newspapers were puddisto serve the
people’s interest. Notable amongst such publioatwere the Eastern
Observerprinted in Onitsha; the Nigerian Spokesnand the Eastern
Sentine] all constituting members of Zik's group of pulalions. There
was also the COR Advocata paper printed in kot Ekpene and serving
as a mouthpiece of the minority states of the EaskRegion. The
Nigerian Outlook an English daily published in Enugu by the Easter
Nigeria Information Services served as a governfparty (NCNC)
organ. lIts regional partisanship was said to lmpiastionable.

In the Northern Region of Nigeria, the story wag ddferent. The
Nigerian Citizen a bi-weekly, subsidised by the Northern Nigerian
Government acted as the principal mouthpiece ofMbslems and the
leadership of the NPC. Published by the Gaskiygp@ation in Zaria,

it was a strong advocate of Northern supremacy MBRE’s policies,
programmes and ideology. There were also minonietimedia
challenges such as the Daily Contée Northern Starall of Kano and
the Middle Belt Heraldf Jos. These were principally organs of the Ibo
State Union in the North, and served the interé#bas living there. Al

of them ceased to exist by early 1968.

Salf-Assessment Exercise 3.1

Outline the character of the press at independeriae.you think the
character complements the ideals or values of gism practice today?

3.2 ThePressin Civil War and Military Nigeria

The press during the Civil War period can be sadhave been
characteristically propagandistic, partisan andesilve; and in terms of
a national sense of purpose/decorum, very mischevas well as
destructive of the individual human personality.

It could be maintained that the principal actorshaf Civil War were Lt.
Col. Odumegwu Ojukwu on the Biafran side and Gdn#&t@kubu
Gowon on the Nigerian or national front. The cahteason behind the
eruption of the war is attributed to the pogrom oatted by the
Northern Moslems against Southern Christians, mespecially the
Christian Ibos. This resulted in the secessionemmivLt. Col. Ojukwu
and his government (Eastern Nigeria) from the Neiogeo-political
composition.

The press at this period was said to be exercisiachighest degree of
propaganda in the Northern scene. This was exgatpby the initial
reference of ‘Radio Biafra’ to General Gowon asyBakubu Wagon’
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and the retortion of the Federal Radio to Ojukwa &ebel Leader’. In
1968, Ojukwu had sought the services of a foreigsed Public
Relations firm,_Markpressn Geneva, to improve on his propaganda
machinery. This action paid-off effectively foretiBiafran side as the
world was made to almost believe without reservatibe exaggeration
of the truth behind the killing of the Ibos in therth. At one time, the
figure was inflated to 30,000 Ibos (being killed).

Armed by the poor propaganda machinery of the Fedstilitary
Government, the Nigerian side began a belated psocé counter
propaganda of the claims and counter claims oBia&an government.
Taking advantage of Biafran claim that, it is tHeod that mainly
controlled or perhaps exist in the East and thusewsbjected to
inhuman conditions of acute starvation resultingnfrthe war, the
federal mouthpiece (Radio Nigeria) took side inagteng against the
assumed dominance of the Ibos in the East and dndisewhere. It
however sang and amplified the slogan ‘To keep hBgene is a task
that must be done’. No doubt, that same task tkepmilitary in politics
for long. But how did the press help in keeping thsk? The answer to
the question can be feasible if one acknowledgeschtiaracter of the
press in the military period or years, (before seeond republic). Its
character was indeed Laurelistic’. This descriptioeans that the press
was content with its rather unethical successespuinoand reputation or
feats of singing praises of military leadership @ne-occupied with the
promotion of personalities and seeking after massdian actors’
gratification and rewards.

The press also became blind to the pervasive sisiabblivious of the
erosion of individual and corporate rights of @ms and uncaring of, if
not participants in the corruption that infested Migerian body politics.
The press however generated a general sense oéraggaramongst the
populace, with regards to Gowon’s cardinal progr&mof 3Rs —
Rehabilitation, Reconstruction and Reconciliation.

3.3 ThePressin the Second Republic

The military men paved way for the return of ciamligovernment. A
fresh opportunity for the masses to have a say exwicise their
potentials in the governance of their country. sTHime, the
parliamentary system of government which existethafirst republic
was discarded and the presidential system mould cbuAmerican
political structure was brought forward for expegimation.

In spite of these modifications, the cankerwormpattisanship and
regionalism of the first republic thought to haested in ‘pieces’ raised
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its hideous structure again. In other words, $igamt features of the
second republic paralleled with the first republience, making no
change. These features were that:

o A correlation existed between political partiestu# first republic
and the second republic.

o Politics of the first republic was seen to havdeatd the second
republic, in spite of some constitutional provisoim the 1979
constitution.

. No lesson seems to have been learnt from the myilitagime

between 1996 — 1978.

Based on these features, the second republic veasasea ‘replay’ of
the first civilian rule. In this direction Peten&horo’s observation of
the status of the mass media towards the clos8@8 as lacking men of
status as well as vision to recognise danger armmbs®p wrong was
factually matured during the second republic as ospd to its
prematurity at the time of observation.

The press at second republic metamorphosed intonliag political
sycophants. The journalists allowed themselvdsetaised as tools for
self-satisfaction. They discarded the ethic of th®fession and
advanced to the highest political ‘Bidder’, ‘Medsiaor anybody who
has ‘rewards’ to offer. The media, instead of sifggng political issues
for public evaluation, resorted to darkening thenpving ignorant of
their dedication to independence, truthfulnessedeyg, impartiality and
objectivity. Whether private of government ownelde mass media
were organs of the many political parties that texis of the states, of
the Federal Government and of the regions. Itavaesra that the NPN
press, NPP press, GNPP press, PRP press, etedexaath with strong
loyalty and yearnings for increased gratificatiomda persistent
patronage. For the few ethically and professignationscious
journalists, the time was not right for ‘saintly nmers’ as their cajoled
and corrupted colleagues battered them with hamssmwhile the
government and every instrument of the state cldzbéhem. Indeed,
the second republic press was in nutshell, exoggdihypocritical to
play the watchdog game, while helping to hastenett@nomic, social,
moral and political decadence of Nigeria throughkirttpartisanship,
sycophancy and slants.
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Salf-Assessment Exercise 3.2

As one of the correlates of the first and secopdlokc press, no lessons
seem to have been learnt from the military erassci®s those lessons
that ought to have been learnt.

34 ThePost-Republic Press

A flashback to the welter of decrees that the Fad@overnment felt
strong to promulgate, ostensibly to facilitate thek of rebuilding the
economy with the minimum diversion, the era of Bulsnd Idiagbon
must rank as the most hazardous for the practigeuohalism. The era
itself was presumingly a blessing in disguise drita necessary evil.

This is because, the death of the Nigerian préssrasurrection and its
revitalisation were to be realised during the Buldagbon regimes. |t
was a period when all newspapers and periodicalgevalmost the same
thing, in almost the same manner and with an “attmasiform
pagination. In the same vein, the radio and T\fista were almost
broadcasting the same thing at the same time stbabnost at the same
length of time.

The apparati of censorship were so daring, braedisind sharpened to
precision that, the intolerable state of sociak&nce emboldened the
mass media actors, challenged the mass media censuamd the
general citizenry towards revitalising the Nigerfess. The journalists
themselves became once again truly reflective eir throfession and
became dedicated to the ideals of journalism.

This determination to be right, resulted when theitial sycophancy
earned them not only Decree No.4 and Decree Nm@gruwhich
several journalists had to operate in a terraihdutMines and Traps’
but also intense harassments, stage-managed anelsmprisonments,
temporary closure of publishing organisations adl &we seizures of
publications.

The decline of the Buhari/ldiagbon regime gave hbitd existential

government of President Ibrahim Babangida. Hisegoment deriving
strength from the weakness of the predecessorsneggvowed a
libertarian press and a social condition that witt only ensure the
existence of, but works to enhance human rightallimamifications.

The regime’s promises were appreciated by Nigeriahe heaved a
sigh of relief from the draconian years. Then caameimmediate
abrogation of stringent decrees like the DecreetNmd released from
jail of some of the press actors that were detaieécd The personal
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charm of President Babangida added a personal ttmdhis being
courted and even promoted by the press.

Although at the initial period of the administratjothe promises and
vows for the preservation of a libertarian presmcuited to a more
investigative, advocative, agitative and provoatjournalism seem
utterly realistic, events in the later years of tegime punctuated the
original intents of the government to promote afibrian press. The
dwindling state of the privileged press freedom tbé Babangida
regime, perhaps, influenced the return to the aitth@n press in the
regime of General Sani Abacha.

The press in Abacha’s regime apart from bringingkithe memories of
colonial censorship, again promoted the ideals artrolled social
responsibility on the part of surviving journalistélowever, all of the
gaggings were to be challenged and promoted inniddee of another
democratic experimentations of the third republiow headed by a
retired military general and former military Head Btate, Chief
Olusegun Obasanjo.

40 CONCLUSION

Just as the press gave African nationalism its gmnymmeans of

dissemination and propaganda, it also gives p@lite their prime

means of reaching national audiences and of attegypd secure a
national following. It is fair to say that the prary motivation for

producing a newspaper in Nigeria is political rattien commercial. A
Nigerian politician who has no access to, or isnepbrted by any news
medium is at a grave disadvantage. The mass mglat politics, they

are also political institutions of central importanto the functioning of
Nigerian democracy.

5.0 SUMMARY

The more the harassment, the bolder the press.ralDvine Nigerian
press is still rated one of the freest.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Would you prefer the press during the military regs to the press

during the civilian/democratic regimes? Give ressm support of your
stance.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, the structural make-up of journaligmalustry is discussed.
A reporter needs a thorough familiarity with thet-gp of his
organisation in order for him to understand andregpte the intrigues
of newspapers production.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

¢ identify the major personnel in the news industry
¢ highlight their key functions of their jobs.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Structureof NewsIndustry

The news industry is a complex one. The structurerganisation

depends mainly on the resources available to theeowl he resources
in turn influences the size of the organisatioespective of the size of
particularly the print media house, certain keyspanel must be put in
place to perform certain legitimate functions. Whehe size of the
organisation does not accommodate all of the keyf,sthen some
functions are easily combined for adjunct persortoeperform. We

shall now look at the key personnel and their dutie
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3.2 Editorial Staff
The key editorial staffs are the reporters andoeslit

0] Reporters: These are people or specialist who see and report
events for the public. They are actually news gaitse They are
the basic set of journalist. Without the reporteafi other
personnel may have nothing to do in the newsroome T
reporter’'s main function is to be at the sceneang whether
assigned by the editor or a regular beat. He isote to first
apply the elements, values, determinants and ealsenf good
news reporting. Modern art of reporting has nagdwlown the
areas of reporters’ specialization. Special reggerhave been
assigned to report crimes, court proceedings arskenasly
procedures, industry, sports, labour, entertainraemt In each of
these fields, there are always a techniques ang wawhich the
report must follow in order to attract readers. cltaof the
specialized areas of reporting also has its languaangs and
terms, in order to carry the right message. Hisgods when he
sends in his report to the editor.

(i)  The Editor: The editor is the principal gatekeeper in the
newsroom. They are many kinds of editors. While scdit for
specialized interest like news, picture, womeneifgm matters,
editorial page/opinion pages, sports, features lapdut, others
are designated because of the need to facilitatgrbcess itself.
For example, sub-Editors or Copy Editors.

Generally, editors edit copies of news stories seby reporters.
Editors make corrections in facts, spellings, grammames,
dates, and claims. They also edit to ensure tleatdipy fits into
the house stylebook or the organisation. An edherefore is a
manager as well as a supervisor. In order to pargarch skill, an
editor must not just be intelligent but must be @tivator, have a
good command of English, have a sense of humoug Aanose
for news, have the wealth of experience in jousmaliand have
good professional manner. And all these must baduition to
being a good policy maker, being creative and dyoabeing a
good team leader and worker and being responsibieafly and
professionally.

3.3 TheProduction Staff

The production staff are the inhabitants and opesaif the second level
of news processors. They are often called the mtamu men. A
production manager usually heads the productionardeent. The
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production manager not only ensures that the nepses sent by the
editorial department is typeset, he also ensur¢ ttha proofreaders
thoroughly check the typeset materials, while thst@-up men situate
stories and artwork where such materials belong Wanager also
ensures that the plate making process is in ordéiee production

department has a crop of the following experts:

0] Compositors: Those who typeset by hand.

(i)  Typesetting Machine Operators.

(i)  Proofreaders. Check the gallery proofs side by side the origina
copy for errors.

(iv)  Make-up personnel: Assemblers of types and photo engravings in
page forms.

(v)  Stone hands. Arrange the pages in proper sequence.

(vi) Printers. Those who operate the machines that turn out the
newspaper in the form that readers read.

3.4 TheBusiness Department Staff

The business department is the third and the tagesof the tripartite
structure of the newspaper process. The princigasgnnel of this
department are the circulation and the advertisnagagers and staff.
The circulation manager along with his team doestlarketing job. He
is responsible for the sales of the newspaper sople must therefore
strategize on how the copies of the newspaper eatidiributed to the
readers.

Note that a newspaper is a business. Most newsphpee a managing
director whose function is that of an MD in any imess i.e. he is to see
that the business is run efficiently, that it mak®&s most economic use
of its resources to manufacture a saleable produadtfinally to see that
the business makes a profit. That is why this depent is referred to as
the lifeblood of the mass media, hence it must la@aged by capable
and experienced hands. Vendors form a large cbdrtke circulation
manager’'s personnel pool. Vendors are independerdopnel who
collect and sell newspapers on commission. It igartant to note that
the circulation manager is influenced by time, lie same manner as
other editorial and production staffs are circalatpeople. But are only
expected to maximise their circulation only if athdepartments
(editorial and production) have optimise their ogmare of time and
quality of work.

3.5 TheAdministrative Adjunct

The adjunct department consist of the personnebuattcand public
relations units. While the personnel manager igaomesible for all
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administrative  functions including staffing, remusgons and
promotion, the public relation expert manages tagous relationships
between the organisation and the various unitsgaodps within and
outside the organisation.

Self-Assessment Exercise 4.1

How do the staff and functions of the editorial dements differ from
those of production and Business?

40 CONCLUSION

In all, most of the functions of the personnel daitewith each other
and therefore complimentary. Hence, all the depamts in the news
industry are important.

50 SUMMARY
In this unit, you have learnt that:

. The business of journalism revolves round three omaj
departments/units, namely: editorial, productiord drusiness.
Other adjacent units are the personal and puldhtioes.

o The three principal departments parallel the tikeeinterests of
journalism which are (1) news gathering (2) newscpssing and
(4) news disseminating.

) The principal actors in each of the basic units repgorters and
editors for the editorial section; proof readergsmpositors,
typesetters, stone hands and make up hands foprdariction
section; and vendors, advertisers, marketers fer hbsiness
department.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
From your understanding of the structures of a cipijournalism

environment, draw an organisation representingrtar units and their
functions.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

“News” is the raison d'etre of any newspaper. Thswhy the
newsroom is the first port of call for all cub-refgys. The would-be
journalist must therefore have knowledge of thdnmezalities involved
in writing news story as observed in this unit.
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20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

° define what ‘News is;

o identify what is known as News Determinants
. distinguish between types of News

. explain the values of good News Reports.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Introduction

News forms basic content of every mass mediumthigunit, you are
led to understand the concept of news. The aitkni selecting what
event should be news are also discussed. Theenaturews is further
explained in the discussion of news types. Thdopbphical base of
assessing the quality of news output is furthecwdised under the
examination of news values.

3.2 What isNews

The word “news “ means different things to differ@eople taking into
consideration the varying levels of political, sdcieconomic, cultured
or geographical orientations in the world. Howevers worthy to note
that the term has over the years been understotmbamthing which is
extra — ordinary, a rare occurrence or, somethiffgrdnt from what is
believed to be normal. An old demonstration of thisw is usually
signified in the statement: “A dog bites a man,:ahdnan bites a dog “
The first sentence “ A dog bites a man “ is seefpéoa normal and
natural phenomenon but, the second sentence *“Ies a dog “ is
seen to be unusual, unheard of, and so unnaturathi$ case, it is
believed that the second sentence (that whichusuad) qualifies to be
addressed as News. Other attempts to give meaoititge concept of
news include the following:

o That news is what the editors in the mass medianizgtions say
it is. Or what the “opinion leaders” say it is. i$hhinking takes
root from the gate-keeping role of editors in thegess of
information dissemination.

) That news is any event that concerns the audieacause it is

closer to them than events that happen far awam ftoeir
territory, community, state or nation.
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e That news is “random reactions” by the mass mediaandom
events.

e That news is an account of event as covered by nieglia
establishments rather than the event itself —amtlgiven that there
are multiple number of events that always occuuagaus.

However, news, in the context of our study sho@déen as an account
of an event amongst events which constitutes a ked of impute or
information that changes the status of what hastedi

3.3 NewsDeterminants

The fact that there is no concrete agreement ashi@t News is or
should be among scholars, does not mean that isere® loosely
consented yardsticks or criteria of determining valmyevent should be
or should not be considered newsworthy. In any,aasgority of media
practitioners have come to embrace the followingtega or
determinants of news. These are:

Timeliness
Proximity
Prominence
Consequence
Human Interest.

3.3.1 Timdiness

A well known axiom within the world of journalisns that “Nothing is
as dead as yesterdays news”. Although this lers#df imostly to the
deadline of the print medium given that the broatlogedia often repeat
the previous day’s event in the early morning boaatl perhaps, with
modified slants, the element of timeliness suggssie form of
currency or immediacy in reporting events. It engihas speed in the
output of the media institution so that the citizemay be informed and
make decisions in response to the appropriate tiame. Because
information is a form of energy, people need iutgently make their
business or political decisions. Therefore, it mustmade accessible to
people as fast as possible. In order that the lfress” of an account is
not lost totally, some — observers are of the vibat the journalist
should avoid the use of “yesterday” in their repprnless it is very
necessary to do so. For instance, a report of ddwast in Lagos state
this morning appears fresher and current than atrep the same bomb
blast in Lagos last month.
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3.3.2 Proximity

Proximity has to do with nearness. As a news detemm, it is in the
judgment of the media worker, a criterion for séfeg, those news
events that are situationally and locally relevaot the audience.
Proximity thus has the geographical and psychosdgmplications. For
example, reports about Nigerians in Nigeria, aelyi to be of interest
to readers in Nigeria than reports about Americandligeria. Also,
reports about Nigerians in America will be a thiof interest to
Nigerians in Nigeria than reports about CameroaiarAmerica.

3.3.3 Prominence

The common saying that “All men are equal but s@re more equal
than others” may also pass for prominence as a detesminant. But
this time one can re-phrase the statement to rddld:men are
“newsworthy” but some are “more newsworthy” tharhess. The
difference in the status of newsworthiness careeille attributed to the
position, rank or class people occupy, their eatement, an instance
here is when the president of a country shakesshanith children on
the street. An event of this sort, is very likelgigg to attract a news
paper’s front page banner, compared to the mang Baakes of a man
or woman who is not prominent enough to be recaghiin any case,
what is true of persons is also true of placesamaations, institution,
etc. Certain persons because of their status instiogety, are more
newsworthy than others. For example’ a news stioay tlaims that ‘a
man was shot dead in Aso Rock, Abuja’ does notacittas much
attention as reporting that ‘The President of Nagbas been shot dead
in Aso Rock Villa, Abuja.

3.3.4 Consequence

Consequence as a determinant of news event meainghéhinterest of
the public is upper- most in weighing the implicats or effect of an
event reported. The numerical strength of thosect#tl by an event also
fits into this report. For instance, if an accideamiolves 80 people in
number, the report is likely to be considered fablgation than an

accident that involves a person or two. Other storthat are often
selected using this criterion include those of g@rahanges, epidemic,
pestilence, national strike like NLC, and ASUU lgts in Nigeria.

Strikes of this nature often have far reaching iogions on the

population.
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3.3.5 Human Interest

This refers to interest in human beings and evieetause they concern
men and women in situations, which might confronyane else. It
concerns the lives and welfare of people, animalstleerwise. Thus,
the extremes of “pathetic’ and “humorous” experenf life are
inclusive. A news story about a dog rescuing a Haday a swimming
pool when the parents of the child were attendiagother needs,
represents a good example of one of the perspectiheiman-interest
news.

Self-Assessment Exercise 1.1

For each of the news determinants, cut out stdiies the daily
newspaper that best represent the values of tleendietnts.

3.4 Typesof News

The difficulty that is normally associated with tdestinction between
types of news is not strange to many. This is gmni@cause all the
noticeable types of news share certain common ctarstics that do
not permit any clear direction. Nevertheless, tifeegtnces are most
obvious in the scope and the nature of treatmemiffort expended on
event of such importance. In broad terms; therdlaee major types of
news reports namely:

o The straight forward news
o Investigative news reports
. Interpretative news reports

3.4.1 Straightforward News Reports

These are the products of the conventional answird Ws and H. It is
normally short and sometimes lengthy in content Qaherally; it
constitutes the bulk of news types that form theiteot of most
commercial newspapers. In this kind of report, regge are not
expected to inject their opinions. Rather, they andy expected to
answer the basic questions of 5 Ws and Has obgygtiand
straightforward as possible.

Straightforward news story may be based on haiftl/ smman-interest
events Hard news are stories that deal with topical issues thattiga
to governmental affairs concerning economic, scamal political issues.
They are usually filled with facts and figures. Jtadso form the core of
most newspapers straightforward news covera@eft news stories
deals with social and ceremonial events in theespclike investitures,
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coronation, birthdays, marriages etc. While theman interest arouse
emotional feeling all though mostly generated frooonflict,
controversy, crime, disasters, accidents, adventhitlren etc.

3.4.2 Investigative News Reports

An investigative report is a better quality repagtithat is distinct from

the straightforward news type. Its degree of thghmess is greater than
that of straight news report. It normally dealshmeports on serious
subjects and normally, involves obstacles that @emon on the

straight news type. Generally, it is distinguiskaldom the straight

news because:

It involves a lot of interviewing

It involves the digging of facts.

The reporter is tied up to rewards

It is time consuming

It calls for handwork

It cost much money

It demands more patience; persistence yet, magulsgdting.
It is also risky

Like the straightforward news type, an investigatireporter is not
expected to editorialise or inject or interprettficthe story. These facts
are not to be twisted or fabricated but must betas information dug
from many sources. The investigative report is lguang and written
to expose and explain Issues in details. In otldar the much-needed
details are accurately sourced for, the investigatieporter relies
heavily on such techniques as:

(@) Direct observation of an event in order to get tfirand
experience, without the intrusion of other peoflege witness
perceptions or biases. i.e. being a participaneies or being
part of an action maybe robbery, gangster operaéind cult etc)
in order to know what goes on.

(b)  Searching for primary and secondary documents freoord
keepers or institutions. The investigative repormrst have a
solid documentary base on local/ international resf interest,
official and unofficial.

(c) Reliance on unsolicited information from informardgsvernment
and other publicity seeking interest groups.

37



JLS111 INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISM

(d) Interviewing people to get information. Interviesvthe bedrock
of newsgathering business. Success in this exeatssedepends
on the investigative reporter's adherences to tlasick of
investigative interviewing, which are:

- Preparation
- Control
- Information.

. Preparation: This involves a reporter's knowledge of the
background of the subject matter or topic, the peop/olved in
the interview or story: the list of questions, suyt of and
arrangement of facts and opinion in order to extoacseparate
the neutral information from the factual one in @iroversial
issue.

. Control: Thisincludes all forms of courteousness in the mastery
and handling of an interview. It calls for a diieat of purpose
and a sense of responsibility that does not reubal ill
preparedness of the reporter or his lack of knogdedf the
subject matter.

o Information: This involves all the amount of attention a reporter
can give the interviewee to elicit facts aboutshbject matter. It
demands a sound and careful listening skill antued.

3.4.3 Interpretative Reporting

In the report of events, most reporters are oftenfronted with the
urge of analyzing the implications of several issirean event. This is
the thrust of interpretative reporting. It is a diof news report that
demands the reporter's injection of his opinion, smme form of
editorialization or comments on the issue reportedke the

investigative report, the interpretative reportequires additional facts
for easy clarification, detailed explanation andidal analysis. An
interpretative reporter also has a wide varietgugr oaches, which he

may use to give his story an interpretative sl&hese include:

(@) Sdebar short: supplements or pieces of information that
highlight the main feature of an issue. It can lmeked or boxed
at the side or the newspaper or magazine.

(b)  Aninterpretative article developed from the views comments or
opinions of experts.

(c) Historical background of the event that provide a kind of go
between the present and the past.

38



JLS111 MODULE 2

(d)  Speculative or predictive analysis of the event by the reporter.
Although it can be dangerous in intent and resuls normally
unreliable as the future is usually not understdioohly by
anyone.

(e) Thepersonality profile: This an attempt to provide a feed forward
information before the primary message by introdgcithe
personality involved in, behind the event itself.

3.5 NewsValues

News values refer to those qualities of the nevas ¢five meaning and
integrity to the sound journalistic practice. Thendamental and
philosophical components of such a sound journaistactice are:

J Objectivity

Accuracy

Balance

Currency and

Brevity, conciseness and clarity.

3.5.1 Objectivity

Though greatly misunderstood and misapplied, oljggtsubsumes all
other virtues of journalism, whether or not it iswed from the moral,
artistic or intellectual angle. Objectivity not grdoncerns the individual
journalist but also the institution of journalismaptice. In this sense,
objectivity is not just considered as a ‘goal’ ligo as a process. When
considered as a goal, objectivity is seen as thpossible idealistic task
that cannot be attained. But when seen as a protesgossible task
which can be attained, but not without subjectinieusions. However,
for the purpose of journalism practice, objectivisythe ability of the
reporter to bridge the knowledge gap between thgtrevent he/she
reports and the (real) event/thing itself. In otiveords, objectivity
requires that a complete, unbiased, truthful, camhension and
intelligent account of an event be given in a ceitieat give meaning to
the reader. Dennis, Ismach, and Cilmor (1978)

3.5.2 Balance
Balance derives its essence from objectivity. @y draws the
journalists closer to the task of appropriating filoeus, treatment,

prominence, time, space and privilege of any nevenewith fairness
and equality.
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3.5.3 Currency

Currency is a virtue of news just as anyone wha ésknews wants to
know the status of an event he either did not kdout or wants to
know about. Currency calls for immediacy, freshreasd recency in the
report.

3.5.4 Accuracy

Accuracy as a news value connotes exactness atidutness. This
virtue does not only put a spotlight on the jouistalunderstanding of
his/her profession but also puts to test the cenfté and integrity of the
reporter. Accuracy stresses that all the facts @apetsons, their ages,
address, their duties etc are correctly reported.

3.5.4 Brevity, Concisenessand Clarity

This virtue complements the often-overstressed nesse of
communication — to share meaning and understandiing entire
essence of a report stands to be defeated if ngasimot shared.
Meaningful reports are those that are brief (beequeople do not have
all the time to read/listen or watch news) con¢isecause readers need
direct and straight guidance) and clear (devoicdmbiguity or double
meanings).

Self-Assessment Exercise 1.1

Cut off or photocopy two stories each from anylod turrent national
dailies that fit into the description of (a) theragght news, (2)
investigative and (3) interpretative report.

40 CONCLUSION

The news story is the form in which the journafiegports events. The
primary goal of such report is to convey informat@ccurately, briefly
and clearly. These are the hallmarks of good mesrting.

50 SUMMARY

So far, you have learnt the following from this tutiat:

. That news is basically an account of an event eased by the
reporter and polished by his editor.
o That the criteria for determining what is news awadat is not

news are: timeliness, proximity, consequence, pnenge and
human interest.
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o That news is of many types, but the principal ttaese(1) straight
news report (2) investigative report (3) interptiegreport.

. That good news report must expressly reflect thkiesa of
objectivity, balance, currency, accuracy and byevit

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Write an interpretative news report on the issuedsAand your life
style”. It should not be more that two pages, typiten and on an A4
size of paper.

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING

Mcdonald, Donald (1978) “Is objectivity Possible’ Denis, E. Ismach,

A and Gillmor D. (eds) Enduring Issues in Mass Camioation
New York: West Publishing Company.

Ogunsiyi, M. A. (1989) Introduction to Print Joulisan. Ikeja, Nigeria:
Nelson Publishers.

41



JLS111 INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISM

UNIT 2 WRITING THE NEWS

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  News Structure
3.2 Writing the News
3.3 Types of Lead
4.0 Conclusion
50 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit is about news writing. The emphasis imdamentally

prescriptive. The practical experience is to baemfrom the exercises
provided for your review. The unit first of allvgis a brief overview of
the available news structure in journalism practidéden the common
elements of the news content are explained bef@dypes of lead are
discussed.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

identify the major structures of news writing
explain what they are and also the types of lead
describe how to write and analyse the lead of iy sto
write a simple news story.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 NewsStructure

It is conventional to have presentations, whettmyken or written,
follow the process of introduction, body and cosoa. In news
writing, this method is generally observed. Buipnactice, three styles
of news presentation are known. These are: thenpgirathe inverted
pyramid and the modified inverted pyramid.

o The Pyramid: The pyramid style is a kind of structure in which
the least important idea is presented first to rtiest important
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and then followed by others in ascending orderngbdrtance.
The shape itself is pyramidal.

Leastimportant point

2
/3 N\
/ 4 \— Mostimportant point

o The Inverted Pyramid: This is the style mostly used by the
journalist. It is known as the traditional form oéws writing.
Here, the most important fact is presented firstd ahen
gradually, other facts in decreasing levels of inguace follows
to the end. This method originated during the Acaaricivil war
days when correspondents feared that all informatiay not be
transmitted to the receiving stations before theexpected
strikes. The inverted pyramid is valuable todayitasas then,

because it:

\ Climax 4 7L Most important point
Facilitates reading. \ ’ /
Satisfies curiosity )

Facilitates make-up
Facilitates headline writing

Least important point

. The Modified Inverted Pyramid: This style of structure is
developed from both the pyramid and the invertedampyd
styles. It is characterised by the presentatiothefclimax of an
event before unfolding sequentially from the begignshowing
how the event led to the climax. i.e. the resufirissented before
the steps taken to reach the result are subsegueatthed. The
modified inverted pyramid looks like this:

v most important point
/1\

/ \
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3.2 Writing the News

Ordinarily, news writing begins from the time tteateporter sets out to
gather facts. As the facts are gathered, the stdmsws stories are also
planned. Conventionally, news writing starts wvitike introduction. The
introduction is technically called the Lead.

o The Lead: The lead is the first paragraph or two or any news
report. It does not extend to the third paragrdpte lead usually
gives or provides answers to the basic questioris\oks and H.
A good lead must:
- Be appropriate for the story.
- Make the reader want to read the rest of the/stor
- Should be kept short, brief and telegraphic.
- Be based on the key features of the story.

The 5 Ws refer to WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY artteh the
H — How. In most cases, not all the Ws are founthenlead. The who,
what, when, where and why are common. The how imalby left for
the body of the story. Here is an example of a.lead

Five students were shot dead, yesterday

In a clash between two rival cult groups

At university of Lagos main campus, reports
“The Campus Timé's

Analysis:
Who: Five students
What: Were short dead
When: Yesterday.
Where: University of Lagos main campus
Why: clash between cult groups.

The “HOW” is to be explained in the body of thergto
3.3 Typesof Lead

There are many types of lead. The few notable ares

o Cartridge Lead: presents the gist of the event in the fewest
possible words. It is usually abrupt and breatintale.g. Awo is
dead.

o Punch Lead: This is usually called the blind lead because it

presents a non-specific angle of an event e.gtigwlin Akwa
Ibom House of Assembly took a new sour today.
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. The Crowded Lead: This type of lead emphasizes many aspects
of an event instead of concentrating on one. Thisally occurs
when several aspects/angles (who, what, when, widrg) are
of equal importance.

. The Astonisher Lead: This has to do with the kind of
introduction that uses superlative expressionsréalbthe news
e.g. For the first time in its history, the Co-opere
Development Bank of Nigeria declared a profit 7@0dm naira
last year.

° The Shirt-Tail Lead: This is a lead that is broken into two
sentences expressing two related ideas. It is comtmbuild up
such ideas with the use of link words as “in anothe
development...”

. Summary Lead: This type summarises the whole story and
gives details later. It is brief and deals withyaime key points of
the story, e.g. a bank clerk returning home frontkwiast night
was robbed of N10,000.00 and his handset whilemgtiag to
board a city bust at Ojuelegba bus stop.

o Effect Lead: This focuses on the effect/consequences of an
event. Leads that emphasise the effect on readeas event
have a powerful human angle, e.g. you may haveyonpore for
bus rides as a result of the increases in the poéeetroleum
products announced by the Federal Government gester

Self-Assessment Exercises 2.1

I Search through your national daily, identify andotaltopy
examples of the leads mentioned in this unit.

. Write a lead, for each of the mentioned types, qisive recent
matriculation ceremony in your campus.

40 CONCLUSION
The teaching of the lead is so emphasised in thidysbecause it is the
“window” of a news story. It should therefore ainot only at

presenting the gist of the story but also at ggriime attention of the
reader.
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5.0 SUMMARY

You have learnt in this unit that;

. Writing news requires the knowledge of its struetulhis means
the ways news reports are arranged or presented.
. Three main structures are common in writing newsiest. They

are pyramidal structure from least important itemntite most
important; inverted pyramid — from the most impaottéao the
least important news item and, modified invertethpyid

. Presentation of the most important item followed thg least
important and gradually leading to the penultimatgortant
item of the news.

. In writing new, there must be a lead. A lead is thpening
paragraph of the news story. It basically sumnearithe high
points of the event by answering questions eneltgyzine 5Ws —
who, what, when, where and why.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Choose one of the three structures of news wrging prepare a news
copy of a recent news event in your campus, folipaton in a national
Daily. Your copy should not be more than two andhadf pages,
typewritten or typeset on an A4 paper.

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING

Macdongall, Curtis (1977)_ Interpretative Reportinglew York:
Macmillan.

Ogunsiyi, M. A. (1989) Introduction to Print Joutlisen. lkeja; Nigeria:
Nelson Publishers.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Ordinarily, to edit means to make something shartshorter. In
journalism, it means to remove unwanted mattetm iews. It is an
important aspect of any media persons work irrespeof whether or
not the person works for the print or broadcastimed

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

define what editing in journalism is all about

explain the functions and why editing is done iarfalism
identify and use the copy editing symbols

identify and use the Proof reading symbols

edit a copy for publication.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Copy Editing

Copyediting can be variously described. It can hked copyediting,
news editing, or copy reading. They all mean thraesthing. But before
any meaningful editing can be achieved, the coptoediust have a
good knowledge of the subject. He must be currentvall as be an
expert in the language being used.

Furthermore, the editor should be flexible and reode He should be
that person who is capable of appreciating the vodrither people. In
summary, therefore, a good editor must be versethénsubject in
guestion, an expert in the language use, and diberal arts.

Editing is done to eliminate unnecessary detdils &lso done to effect
corrections that are bound to be there. Such gdare often carried out
in an editing room, using a specially designedadnlown as copy desk,
with a slot man at the helm of affairs. A copy deskhat object around
which copy editors sit. The slot man controls tbeviies of the team.

Writers of all sorts need editors even when theyehlaad time to go
over their own work. They need editing despite finet that they took
pains to read through such work. In short, suchritewdoes not exist
whose work cannot be improved by the constructigglance of an
editor, who is:

. Versed in what is written about.
. An expert in language use
. A flexible and tolerant person capable of apprawpvalues in

the work of others.

Moreover, news writing has a special need for coggders because
most news writing is done at high speed. They &snavritten in haste.
Reporters are usually under severe pressure. Cosistdy, are prone to
mistake or bound to make slips and need some heigerifying and
organising their facts. The quality of every newsgais dependent on
the array of its copyreaders. The copy desk ih#at of the newspaper
and the character of the newspaper is determinéid bppy desk.

The Copy Desk has three major functions.

. Creative function.
. Managerial function
) Policing function
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3.1.1 Creative Function

This function largely centres around the followiactivities: First, the
desk judges the news of the day and makes decialwmst how it shall
be presented. Second, it assembles single stondsspreads from
materials originating from a variety of sources.tiis way, the desk
editor is said to be creative when he can origiraieidea such as
merging two or more stories from different repasten the same topic
or related topic. Such write-ups carry peculiaragskes like: “in a similar
development or” in another development “or” in destdevelopment”.
Creativity also involves assembling and selectieigted stories into a
single story or a big spread.

Copy editors write headlines, captions and outli@egptions are found
at the top making scanty details of the picturedembutlines are found
below with more details. Another area of creatiuvityals with space
management, which is the major problem of print imex$ against the
problem of time in the electronic media.

3.1.2 Managerial Function

This function consists of the three activities eciated below. One, the
desk directs the work of the compositors and printd@his they do
through marking copy with the style of type the pmsitor is expected
to set it in. Managerial function can also be ahli@dministrative
function. The major divisions of a typical newspapeganisation are
the business, the editorial, and the productiomsdims. In the editorial
division are the editor, copy desk, editorial wisteand photographic
section. Copy desk give directives to compositarsthe production
division. This relationship forms the major linktlveen the two distinct
divisions namely the editorial and production dims respectively.
Copy desk directs and adjusts stories. They alspgpe fillers and time
copy. As the name implies, fillers are ready matiies specially
deigned to fill up extra spaces in newspaper. Tistgges must as a
matter of necessity, be fresh and timely. On theohand, time copy
are those copies that are funny and entertainimdjpé general interest.

Managerial function aims at avoiding waste andeiadtcries to adjust
the volume of copy to the available space beforés isent to the
composing room to be set in type. This manageuiattion also strives
to meet emergencies with plenty of filler and tiowpy on hand at all
times. In this way there are hardly open spaces.
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3.1.3 Policing Function

The copy desk’s chief function is the job of polgithe content of the
paper. It is the most important of all the funcidmecause it safeguards
the paper against errors and libel. It correctsmgnatical errors,
crosschecks facts, and marked necessary inteipretdab avoid
ambiguity. Sometimes this policing function maysghe copy desk or it
may decide to undermine the consequence in whisé te newspaper
may face libellous suits. In the light of the abothee desk checks copy
against errors of facts and interpretation of ambig statements.
Secondly, it guides the newspaper’s position ag&iemg sued for libel
and other legal difficulties. Thirdly, it guidesifglic confidence in the
paper by ensuring objectively, fair play and goedté. Finally, it
improves the flow and corrections of language stoadarify the news
and make it more meaningful.

The individual copy editor should have many thimgmind as he works
on a story. Among those things he must do are:

o statements, and advertising in disguise as webladsand a He
must eliminate errors of spelling, grammar and e®rd
structure.

. He must be conscious of taste, style, fact andnisgaon.

) He must guard against unwarranted reportorial brashosity,

repetition, incongruity, wearisome details, ovekied facts,
zealous grinding news.

3.2 Copy Editor Tools

In a bid to do his work effectively and efficientiyhe copy editor needs
a set of tools namely: Physical and IntellectualdoThe physical tools
come under specific headings including equipmergsjinders, copy
editing symbols, and references.

3.2.1 Equipment
The copy reader’s obvious physical tools compiigefollowing:

. A special editing pencil with broad and soft leaad aslightly
bigger than the normal ordinary HB pencil.

o A clean eraser for neatly cleansing any wronglyttemi words or
sentences.

. Scissors and paste which are supposed to be udgdwben
necessary

. A typewriter that will be used only when it will dthe job

guicker than the other tools.
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o A telephone within reach which will be put in userf
communication with staff and non staff members layity facts
and issues.

3.2.2 Reminder

Besides other physical tools the copy editor hatitereminder within
reach. Some of these include the office style slaeet the headline
schedule. Also included is a detailed headline taystem, which
serves as a guide for the headline writing.

3.2.3 Copy Editing Symbols

Another aspect of the physical tool available te topyreader is the
shorthand he uses always to tell the compositor hewwants the
original copy changed. The copy reading symbols/ \slightly from
newspaper to newspaper and depends on what eaahisagon is used
to. The symbols are not quite distinct from onetheno Here are some
examples adapted from two sources.

3.2.4 Reference

Reference of any kind constitutes yet another $ephysical tools
always employed by the copy reader. The extentagpidopriateness of
reference materials like books available on thdireglidesk vary from
one desk to another. However a minimum list of nexiee necessary in
every desk consist of the following:

An unabridged dictionary

The city Directory

The State Handbook

City and area telephone director

Good Atlas

City, country and state maps

Who is who in Nigeria

The world Almanac

Year Hooks

Roget’s Thesaurus

Book of Quotations

Fowler’s Dictionary of Modern English Usage.
Webster Dictionary with its rich information
Other general references.
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3.2.5 Intdlectual Tools

The most important of the copy editor’s tool are thtellectual tools. It

is assumed and rightly too that the present dayy cegitor is an

educated and literate person putting all the abkl#ools to work for

the purposes of producing an accurate, dependalai,written and

grammatically correct as well as interesting anagnsonewspaper. The
list of the copy editor’s intellectual tools is xtewustible.

In any case, the following may be assumed as 8teofi intellectual
tools a copy editor often needs.

o Thorough knowledge of English grammar, senteneetire and
style.

. Thorough knowledge of the copy desk current routine

. Thorough knowledge of how to use the referencedadbla to
him.

. Proper knowledge of the community the newspapexpected to
serve.

. Broad general awareness and solid educational bauokd.

. Common sense and even disposition as well as genskesof

continuity of news.

The last two are crucial and fundamental as theyreal assets to the
copyreaders. Generally, the copyreader must hasgpect for the

viewpoints and special problems, of his co-workargl the reading
public. As a matter of necessity he must have bnfgéor what others

can and will read. He should have a sense of balamcall major

decisions he makes. Of course, cool judgement abgily the most

important of all intellectual tools. The phrase bBSthis story” means
“edit the story”.

3.3 Editing Symbols
Typing Errors (known as typos):

. If you wish to capitalise a letter or word, undeeliit with two
parallel lines, thus:

Bob hawke condemned the usa

) To turn a capital letter (known as an upper caer)ja@nto a non-
capital (or lower case letter), place a small skasink through the
top of the letter, to the bottom thus:
Set this iInfJRPRPER-CASE
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. To delete a word or phrase, draw a horizontal thmeugh it. If,
as is usual, you wish the space thus created ipnioeed, place a
bridge above and below the line to signify that weish the
space to be closed, thus:

He says the bomb should-+wve been dropped.
o To take out a single letter draw the delete lindically, thus:
Never hand your copy inn beford reading it throagtefully.

o To insert space between words place an insertiak, ke this
between the words.

The Vice Chancellor h s w/érned students...

o In the print media, to insert a letter, word or gge an insertion
mark (or slash mark) is placed at the relevanttpaid the extra
materials is written above the type, thus:

0
“It is not true that | w/rk for Rupert”. She said.

. In the broadcast media, a single letter must nahberted. The
whole of the incorrect word should be deleted vathorizontal
line and the new word written out in full above. Isd, the
insertion mark differs from that used in print, $hu

worked
She said it was true that she-wrKed Nupeng.

. In the haste to get a story down on paper jounsaiiemetimes
transpose letters, words or phrases. To corrésttypo draw a
horizontal S around the offending materials so tihat letter,
word or phrase below the S-line is placed befoeg #bove this
line, thus:

The man fead is identified as ...

(NOTE: Some authorities say the S-line should vensed e.g.
for need then becomes for need. Others say thessal should
only happen when single letters are to be transpostowever,
the subbing mark in this course will be the onevabo

. Most publications use abbreviations, particuladytitles. Some
everyday abbreviations, however, are often not @ebdée in
some publications. What is acceptable and whadti@cceptable
on a particular publication is part of the publioats house style.
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Most publications hand new journalists a style btiak contains
instructions on what is, and is not, acceptable.

A journalist, particularly one recently arrived fnoanother publication,
can make a mistake on abbreviations. To corrast the offending
material should be circled, so that a word thatlieen abbreviated will
be spelt out in full, or a word that has been spelt in full will be
abbreviated, thus:

Wale saio Briggs was a twit.

(NOTE: The rule is that when an abbreviation endh the same letter
as the full word, then no full stop should be us#dt does not, then use
a full stop, thus:

Prof. John Brainstorm criticised Dr. Jane Bookwarm)

The use of numbers in copy is also subject to hetide. Some have to
be typed in letters, some in figures. If the wratgle has been used,
circle the offending materials, thus:

He accussed the 2 te@agers of stealing oorth of

valuables
Punctuation Errors. While typos can be corrected in ink, punctuation
corrections should be made in pencil. This is beseahe sub-editors

may not agree with the punctuation. If it is impithey can rub out the
reporter’'s mark.

. To insert a full stop, place an insertion markha televant place
in the copy. Above the mark draw in a dot andleiit; thus:

©,
“It is over/” he said “I will go no further”

Some journalists use a cross in a circle. Thigrabably because the
Pitman’s shorthand symbol for a full stop is a srby itself.

(NOTE: Use the same procedure for a colon, thus:

The University Senate decided the following studemde, Bassey,
Okonkwo..

. For a comma, place an insertion mark at the relepkate and
draw in a comma above the line, with a small sksbve it, thus:

“It is over/” he said.
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(NOTE: To insert a semi-colon, use the same praeeds for a comma.
His uncles are/ Baba, Shalolo, Danjuma

. For an apostrophe, use the same procedure as fiamap but
place the small slash below, thus:

A journalists/ duty is to be accurate.

o For quotation marks, use the same procedure as afor
apostrophe, but reverse the double commas wheresseny,
thus:

2

“This is an accurate report/* he said

In some newsrooms the small slash mark under tlmeation
marks is replaced with eitheraVoraY

o For a hyphen, place an insertion mark at the relepéace and
draw above the line a short horizontal line betw#en vertical
lines, thus:

The prosecutor said that this was not a run ofuitiecase

. Journalists should try to avoid using dashes. hdfywever, they
must insert one, an insertion mark should be plaaedhe
relevant place and a short vertical line, followag two short
horizontal lines and another short vertical linewdd be drawn
above, thus:

Journalists with some exception are good writers.

. Parenthesis, or brackets, should be drawn in ateflegant point,
thus:

Nigerian reporters (known as pressmen) are amangeht in the
world.

. Paragraphs should be indicated in a reporter’'s ¢ypplacing a
blank line between each paragraph. Any correctisush as the
breaking up of long paragraphs or the combining sbbrt
paragraphs should be left to the sub-editors.
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However, there are exceptions to this rule, sonthcate a new
paragraph an L should be drawn in at the beginointhe first
sentence, thus:

“Newspaper reporters who mark the start of pardgae bad
news”. Said the sub-editor.

“They do not realise that paragraphs are somethnasen up or
combined to suit the design of a page”.

To combine two paragraphs draw a reversed S frenfuth stop of the
first paragraph to the beginning of the seconds:thu

“Newspaper reporters who mark the start of pardwae bad
news”, said the sub-editor:

“They do not realise that paragraphs are sometbnasen up or
combined to suit the design of the page”.

Note:

. If your correction is wrong and you have used a, penfor any
reason, you want the subbing mark to be ignorexeph row of
horizontal dots below the offending correction, amgte STET
above the line and circle it, thus:

Journalists who hand in inaccurate copy STET

1 be boiled in_oil
Source: University of Southern Queensland StudgkBdRN
1000)

ProofReading Symbols. Sub-editors are responsible for editing news
stories, so proof readers are responsible for preading typeset stories.
While the sub-editors use editing symbols to e@ivs stories, proof
readers use proofreading symbols to edit typesgest

The sub-editors are free to use pencils to writéingd symbols

anywhere in the copy. In the case of proofreadpigpfreaders must
use pencils to write their proof reading symbolk/on the left and right
margins of the proofs.

Some of the common proofreading symbols are:

(1) Use lowercase letter Ic
(2) Use capital letter Cap
(3) Transpose R -
(4) Closeup _

(5) Use boldface BF
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(6) Insert space # #
(7)  Use hyphen (-) here -
(8) Leaveit asitwas stet
(9) Take it out; delete

(10) Useadash [/ _ -/-
(11) Use light face If If
(12) Use question mark - ?/ ?/

(13) Useacomma ifitis necessary
(14) Use a semi-colon - . ;
(15) Useacolon :/ i
(16) Use a period - . or X . or X
(17) Use an apostrophe * ° C
(18) *“Use quote marks “

(19) /I Begin a paragraph Il
(20) No /I Do not paragraph. No //
(21) End of story. #/30 #/30

Source: Ogunsiyi (1989:82-83)

40 CONCLUSION

Editing function in the media house can be viewsd avatchdog role,
and, the life of a newspaper especially, dependg.ondence, highly
specialised people carryout the technical work.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that:

. Editing is an important aspect of the journalisrogess.

o We edit primarily to remove unwanted bits of inf@tmon in the
copy.

. Editing function does not just end with the usemachanics or

symbols to instruct others, but also involves maniad) creative
and policing duties.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Using the editing symbols in 2.3.3, edit the follogrcopy provided.
The price of oil in international markets showednsi of stabilizing
today, though they were still sharply lower afteaveek’s fall caused by
a world surplus of supplies. At the close of trgdon the Mercantile
Exchange yesterday, contracts for delivery of Wiestes Intermediate,
the top U. S. crude grade, stood at $19.50 a hatogin 32 cents from
the previous day's $19.92. a barrel is the egamabf 42 gallons,
making the $19.50 price break down to 46.43 cems gmllon of
unrefined oil. Elsewhere, North Sea oil for detiven April sold for
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$18.65 a barrel, up 45 cents from the previous s1&18.30. That
$18.65 tag was down more than a dollar from theipus week. The
price of heating oil was down again, but gasolinegs rose slightly.

Although the market had shown signs of settling daecently, prices
were still 26 percent less than they were six m®mitpo, when a barrel
of West Texas Intermediate sold for $25.15 and 8fgnt less than
they were nine months ago when a barrel cost $31.¥M@st of the

decline from that $31.70 tag to the $25.15 occuiredO days, rather
than as a steady slide.

The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countriesa@unced late in
1985 that it was giving up attempts to support ggidy controlling
production. The 12 cartel members said they wquidue their “fair
market share” instead. That meant an increaseodugtion. Although
the world was already awash in oil, supplies swkllgushing prices
downward amid O. P. E. C. warnings of a price wdihe situation
stabilized in the summer of 1986 when OPEC memisarshed another
agreement. OPEC members are Algeria, Gabon, Istnean, Iraw,
Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, Quatar, Saudi Arabia, Unité&rab Emirates,
Venezuela and Ecaudor.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit is about headline writing. Practical expnce on casting
headlines is gained from the exercises providethetend of the unit.
The unit also gives a detailed appreciation of fimms, schedule, guides
and writing final copy of the headline.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

define the headline

explain the function of Headline in journalism pree
identify the basic requirements for casting gooadiimes
write headlines for select stories.

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 HeadlineWriting Defined

Any single line or collection of display type thaitecedes a story and
summarizes or introduces it can be called a headibuch a headline
has the following attributes.

) A headline is a sentence built around action viertistinguishes

a headline from a binder or label head. e.g., tekt of
Presidential broadcast; INEC Boss speaks on Transit
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Programme. The first is a label head, the second fgpical
headline.

. A headline must be adjusted to a predeterminedthergd
number of sentence and characters respectively.

. A headline is fashioned to save space. This, tleellhe writer
does by omitting articles (i.e. the) and other wassary
encumbrances, thereby leaving room for less datailthe
restricted space.

. A good headline uses a language symbols, singlyiragdoups,
to convey or maximise meaning. Articles are hardlyse while
commas take the place of “and “in most cases.

. A headline uses the present tense to convey immyedad to
save space. Often the present tense is shorterthieapast with
few exceptions.

The generic term, ‘headline’ comprises many spediferms including:

jump heads, kickers and sub- heads. They shoulthe@pbnfused with

outlines, captions and binders. A binder or laledis a display line
identifying but not summarizing special materiat handled as a news
story.

The binder identifies the content of the materiatl éhoes not summarize
the content of the message. It also does not taedit \the President says
or what happens. Binders are also used over tabuatter
accompanying a related news story.

3.2 Functionsof theHeadline

. The headline performs various functions, one ofciwhs to index
the news by stating plainly what the story contaosas to save
the reader’s time in finding the aspect of the néwet interest
him most.

. The headline tells the news to the reader by wagooiveying
mandatorily the accurate information.

. Again, it conveys the relative significance of timews as
expressed in terms of type display through the aisigpe size
and weight.

. Headline convey to the reader the relative seriessiof the news

using type families such as italics and other cmtooe
typographical devices like dashes, stars, boxesSetme of these
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are indicative of the fact that certain stories areant for its
entertainment value rather than its significance.

o The headline beautifies the newspaper and maksgactive. In
all ramifications, the primary function of any héad is
essentially to make room for good and balance pagke —up.
Such headline accompanied with their variety ine siand
typefaces do a lot to make modern newspaper pagés (
attractive. For instance, a five —column pageadidsbody type
looks uninterestingly grey and colourless as cailyebe seen in
the Nigerian early newspapers and as against thdemo
newspapers. Present day headlines introduce cbhirdsinging
side by side, black type and white space as af rigi¢he dull
grey of body type. If placed properly, headlinesngprabout
balance, symmetry, and typographical beauty to bk-planned

page.

o Headlines give the newspaper character and stahfiitough
consistent use of familiar headline structure thegrgiving a
newspaper the relatively familiar and welcome peasity. While
some newspapers use screaming headlines, otheroaeegentle
and less shouting in their use of headlines.

. Headlines to some degree are often employed toeelspapers
on the newsstand. This is true of catchy headlines.

3.3 Headline Schedule/Headline Writing

The headline schedule is a sample of headlines bged particular
newspaper, It shows the point size, types and tgpes available and
the precise form they must take. Every newspapglitiaown headline
schedule as distinct from others. It representhagacter of the paper
and forms a major distinguishing factor in compgrirvarious
newspapers.

Headline writing does not and should not use auagg of its own.
Instead it must use language symbols common tol@ema which they
must understand. The writer must take into conaitan the exact and
special meaning respectively in the light of theimediate meaning.

Some of the basic skills that lead to the succébgsadline writing are:
) Accurate perception of the story. A headline writaust be able

to recognize what parts of the story are newswortligmatic,
and significant.
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A vocabulary that is both broad and deep is necgdsa the
headline writer’'s task. The layman’s vocabulargas enough for
accomplishing such task. Constructing sentenceshé&adline
writing requires not just a vocabulary of multi mesy that may
or may not be used synonymously. Viewed closelyjoaym
would imply word of the same meaning as anothethen same
language but often with different implications as$ociations.

A sharp sense of sentence structure. The heaatiter depends
on flexibility not only in choice of words but also choice of
sentence structure so that the writer can switchidwarder
quickly without alerting meaning. Sentences takayrstructures
and headlines are most notable for that.

A keen eye for ambiguity. The headline writer mrestiew his

writing endlessly to detect ambiguity. He shoulddide to put
himself in the place of many potential readers.sTisi because
what is meaningful and clear to him may not be rclaad

meaningful to others.

Guidesfor Headline Writing

Tell the story’s essentials. In headline writingpe twriter is

expected to tell the essentials just as the leay stoes since
most headlines are based on the lead. This is hewet a rule
but merely. The lead of a straight news storyroEammarizes
the essential facts. Headlines by extension mugtelsame. The
implication therefore is that the headline writesually finds his

best material on which to peg the headline at dpeof the story
otherwise called the lead. The parts of the leatl ghits headline
treatment are those that tell the main aspect efstbry clearly
and interestingly. It may be noteworthy to point that in some
cases the lead paragraph may be lacking in sulestenthe larger
story may be buried in the specified details comdiin the body
of the story.

Get the facts straight. Getting at the heart ofdtoey is a not a
simple task as most people would think. Complex sxetories
bothering on public affairs keep headline writechistantly on
their toes as they struggle to tell the stories irestricted space
and in an understandable term. Such stories putliheawriters
on high jump trying to exempt themselves from tsks.

Put the key facts at the top deck. Should the headile of two
desks, the most important one would be at theddgetfollowed
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by the less important headline. This is done fer parposes of
emphasis.

Marshall the facts in sentence form. The writer canrow the
headline down by removing non-essential words. pbiat has
since been made that headline are skeletonize@rsmd. This
suggests dropping articles and sometimes substti comma

for ‘and’. In most cases, it goes to the exterdahg without non
essential modifiers including personal pronounsel&knizing
however does not mean merely assembly unrelated and
uncoordinated words that make virtually no meaning.

Build around a strong verb. Good headline writefsose
vigorous, active, positive as well as colourful d®rThe writers
know that the ideas in the headline are propeledhe verb.
Though all the words that come from the headlireeeapectedly
selected with care, the verb is the key to the leadRich in
vocabulary and an ear for words are invaluable tasse a
headline writer who, as a matter of fact shoultehsto what he
writes. Crowell (1969:85) provides some of theeefive verbal
components, thus.

ACCUSE BEAT BELITTLE CHOOSE
allege bow ignore elect
involve pound malign pick
arraign sink shun select
name spank spurn vote
blame upset shirk name
change win
indict
link
ESCAPE FLOOD AQUTT DAMAGE
elude cover absolve cripple
dodge inundate clear destroy
bolt sink defend harm
flee wash free injure
slip overflow release mar
get away submerge vindicate wreck
hide deluge uphold ravage
raze
FALL MEETING ARREST DENY
collapse assemble capture disclaim
decline confer catch disown
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deflate
depress
drop
reduce
slash
slump
dip

FIND
detect
digout
discover
unearth
show
prove
discern

HONOUR
award
cheer
cite

exalt
greet
name
salute
welcome
receive
extol

PROMISE
assure
pledge
swear
VoW
shake
agree

RIDICULE
boo

jeer

insult

jest

joke
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meet hold
gather jail
unite net
rally seize
unite trap
mobilize take
reunite roundup
LOSE RESIGN  KILL
bow abdicate die
fail depose drown
give in desert execute
give up retire murder
submit quit perish
surrender  expel slay
yield flee stab
slump abandon succumb
MISSING PEACE
abduct agree
depart arbitrate
disappear conciliate
elope pacify
kidnap settle
vanish reconcile
fade harmonize
go heal
quit patch
drop sign
FIGHT SAY
argue address
assail affirm
attack claim
battle chat
blast declare
clash feel
contest hint
DIFFER PROCLAIM
dispute guote
slap insist
jolt declare
disagree charge
hit contend

refute
renounce
retract
recount
refuse
withhold
reject

PROBE
delve
scan
study
analyse
pry
sift
plumb
weigh

STEAL
cheat
defraud
dupe

embezzle
rob
swindle
seize
take

loot

get

STOP
abolish
avoid
ban
bar
block
cease
check

CLOSE
cripple
forbid
halt
impede
limit
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mock
scorn
tease
laugh

SEEK
beg
appeal
ask
plead
pray
solicit
implore
demand
call for
urge
bid

GET
acquire
earn
enlist
given
grab
take
steal

PUZZLE
amaze
awe
baffle
bewilder
confound
confuse
perplex
surprise

quarrel
rebuff
rebuke
reject
repel
protest
RITE PERIL
greet brave
hail caution
hold concern
mark dare
fete defend
perform fear
read frighten
recite guard
say imperil
stage risk
observe threaten
RISE
add
arise
ascend
broaden
climb
develop
enhance
RISE
enlarge
extend
mount
lift
rocket
soar
swell
widen
jump
exceed

maintain
hold
regard
cite
decide
deem

PLAN
agree
aim
arrange
decide
design

draft
draw
fashion
fix
map
outline

STORM
break
grip
lash
pound

rage
smash
strike

STORM
sweep

SHOW
bare
display
list
issue
expose
publish
reveal
test
unfold
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repel
refrain
curb
avert
end

PUSH
act
goal
impel
jog
press
prod
push
rush
speed
stir
urge

VIOLENCE

battle
brawl
clamour
clash

fight
mutiny
parade

VIOLENCE
protest

START
act
begin
create
enter
found
move
open
set
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o No repetition of words. In headline writing thes2rio room for
repetition or use of two forms of the same wordy Aey word
can just be used only once in a given headline eand, single
form.

. Tell the story in specific terms. It is highly adable that the
headline writer strives at all times to be specifec avoid
ambiguity. He should leave nobody in doubt as &ortteaning of
every bit of word contained in the headline. Hewdl@always be
vivid and avoid being vague.

3.5 Headline Counts

The essence of headline counting is to determi@athount of space to
be earmarked for the headline in page planningal$b helps to
determine the length of each deck of the headliiftee decks in the
headline should not vary more than two units irgtan

Most newspapermen count headline by the unit. Zdotal space in
newspaper is always measured in pica, points arid while depth is
measured in inches. To determine the space ferndlime therefore, the
counting of the head has to be done by countingtdted number of
units for all the letters and space between wardkee headline.

As pointed out by Crowell (1969) the general ruke dbtain a
dependable line count is to count the heads aswsell

LETTERS UNITS
CapM QW 2
CaplJ Y2 (1)
All other caps 1Y%
Lower case m w 1%
Lowercase flirt] Y
All other lower case letters 1
Figure 1 1
Other figures 1%
Punctuation Yo
S#%? & 1%

- (Dash) 2
Space between words Yo

It should be pointed out that while some authors that the unit for
uppercasé andJ should be %2, others say it should be
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In the headline count, certain basic data are reqand must be known
by the person counting the headline before he caulde at the correct
answer. The data include;

o the maximum unit count per line
o the number of decks in the headline to be cast and
. the type of letters (whether uppercase or lowercasea

combination of both) to be used in casting the head

Whether to cast the headline in uppercase or lageror combination
of both caps and lowercase is a decision the headaster has to make.
The same thing applies to the number of decks dallme must be
counted in line with the units already universasigned to each letter
(or figure, space, symbols or punctuation marks)etivr set in
uppercase or lowercase.

The maximum unit count per line could be arrivedatmeasuring the
length of space or column that the headline wowolkc in units. That
is, if the head is to be placed on a three colutarysthe length of the
three column measured horizontally in units wouddirdtely give you

the maximum unit count per line for the headlifidne following data of
measuring space horizontally in page planning neayded:

linch = 72 points

1 pica = 12 points

linch = 6 picas

1unit = 1 9/10 picas (about 2 picas)

The first rule in the headline count is that nelin the headline must
exceed the maximum unit count for the longest decthe headline.
For example, if the maximum unit for a particulagald is 20 (i.e. 20
units), no line in the headline must exceed 20suprecisely because
that is the total length of space any deck in teadfine could go
horizontally.

As earlier pointed out, any variation among thekdeaf the head must
not be more than two units in length. That ish& maximum unit count
per line is 20, any line of the headline should bhetshorter than 18
units. If it is a headline of three decks, the fisck could be 20 while
the last two could be either 20, 19 %2 or 18 units.
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Typical Assignments on Headline Count with Necessary Data:

(1) Write a headline of 2 — 18 — 1 in lowercase Ximaim unit count
per line: 21%) on the lead below:

“Top seed David Imonitie came back from a set dosvoutstroke rival
Abubakar Sadiqg 4 — 6, 6 — 4, 6 — 4 last night toolbee the new All-
Nigeria men’s Lawn Tennis singles champion”.

(@) Answer:

1 m o n [ t [ e [ S n

e W

11% | I s s s 1. % o Y5 |

e w

| 1Y% Y

c h a m P [ o] n

vl | | 1, 1% 1 1 = 21v
Units

1 s N e w

1 1Y% 1% 1 1. = 6Y2 Units

P r e S | d e n t

1% 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 v = 8
Units

(2)  Write headline of 2-24-2 in uppercase (maximumit count per
line: 26) on the lead below:

“The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has revealdtht
various governments throughout the world are figdirdifficult
to control their expenses, thereby recording mefecit’.

Answer:

W O R L D
2 12 12 1% 1% 1~

G @) \Y E RN M E N T S
1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 2 1% 1% 1Y% 1%
=25 Units

R E C O R D M O R E
1%, 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% Y% 2 1% 1% 1% %
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D E F I C I T
1% 1% 1% 1 12 1 1% = 26 Units

Experience, people say, is the best teacher. Nocan be perfect in
headline casting or headline counting without taat error as well as
many years of practical experience.

3.6 Headline Order and Headline Copy

The headline order is always stated on the headlomy, which is
usually a small clean sheet of paper. Each headima page must get
its own separate head copy.

The headline order usually tells three things.stFit tells the number of
columns in which the head is to be set. Seconigllg the size of the
head. And thirdly, it tells the number of linesg.e2-30-2 means two
columns of 30 points in two lines while 2-42-3 mgdawo columns of
42 points in three lines.

Heads to be set in all capitals must be writteallicapital letters on the
headline copy while those to be set in capitals amall letters are
written in upper case and lower case. Those &ebe lower case must
be written in small letters except the first letbérthe head and the first
letter of each proper noun, e.g.

(@) HEAD COPY

Slug: war Page: 3 Edition: 1
Size: 3-40-2

Size: 3-4-2

Regean Warns Mideast Of General Walr

(b)
HEAD COPY

Slug: Duty Page:2  Edition: 2
Size:2-40-1
CJ RESUMES DUTY

(€)
HEAD COPY

Slug: accident Page: 5 Edition: 2
Size:2-30-2
Five girls die in road crash
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40 CONCLUSION

The job of casting appropriate headlines is anoipeccialised area of
news writing that demands technical skill in petmap of the story and
in the use of language. It is the basic job ofghie-editor.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that:

. Headline summarizes the story in a sentence.

. Writers choose vigorous, active, positive as waeall aalourful
words.

o Headline counting is essential to determine theuhof space
to be earmarked for the headline in page planning.

. There is headline order, and, each headline omga paust get its

own separate head copy.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Write a headline of 2-18-1 in lowercase (maximurt aaunt per
line = 26%) on the lead below: “Catholic BishopsNigeria
have sent a congratulatory message to Pope Berigglwho is
celebrating his 100 days on the throne of papadsytb

2. Write a headline of 2-18-1 in lower and uppercagaximum
unit count per line: 24 on the lead below: “Studenf the
National Open University, Lagos, have commended éBaw
JINUBE for slashing the school fees introduced bis h
predecessor”.

3. Write a headline of 4-30-2 in uppercase (maximuim count per
line: 23% ) on the lead below: “The Lagos Stateversity
Lagos, has embarked on a new admission policy. Addw
admission policy which took effect from this sessiexempts
candidates seeking admission for both pre-degrek degree
program from written and oral interviews. Beforew)
candidates were made to sit for interviews in caasce with the
admission policy in operation then”.
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MODULE 3

Unit 1 Essentials of Journalistic Style
Unit 2 Elements of Good News Reporting
Unit 3 Interviewing and News Sources

UNIT 1 ESSENTIALSOF JOURNALISTIC STYLE
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Meaning of Style
3.2 Types of style
3.2.1 Formal style
3.2.2 Informal style
3.2.3 Colloquial style
3.3  Essentials of good journalistic writing
3.3.1 Clarity
3.3.2 Conciseness
3.3.3 Cautiousness
3.3.4 Candidness
3.3.5 Concreteness
3.3.6 Completeness
3.3.7 Coherence
3.3.8 Concord
3.3.9 Simplicity
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit is about journalistic style. It examirgifferent types of style
in writing and zeroes on elements that make gogld.st

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

° define the meaning of the word, ‘Style’;
. explain the various kinds of style and the styletatle for
journalists;
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e identify and make use of theements essential for good
journalistic writing.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Style Meaning and Dimensions

The term “Style” means different things to differgpeople, under

different situations, context or places. Its megmanges from the way a
man lives to the latest in the world of fashion. &vkapplied to writing,

style refers to anything from the philosophy andspeality of the writer

to his choice of words in sentences.

According to McCrimmon (1974), style is a produttatl the choice a
writer makes in working out the implication of hmirpose. If the
choices are consistent, they reveal:

His view of the real subject.

His view of readers.

His person or personality.

The kind of material he selects

The way he structures, restructures and expressesdéas,

including the tone of his writing. The sum of aflese factors
make up a style. In essence therefore a descripfiany piece of
writing is an explanation of the means by whichwréer works

out his purpose. So, there is a link between p@w@mow style.
Purpose controls style while style reveals purpose.

3.2 Typesof Style

There are basically three types or kinds of stylavriting. These are:
Formal, Informal and Colloquial Styles.

3.2.1 TheFormal Style

It is often called the academic style. It is chégdsed by a tone that is
high-sounding, dignified and eloquent. The senterare usually long,
complex and refined in structure. It adheres to $trct syntactic

demands of a particular language. The vocabulansislly extensive,
largely drawn from foreign and specialized/techhicelds of learning

like law, medicine, psychology. Such words are tilgassed by those
that are educated, and not by the uneducated. r Okta@acteristics of
formal style include avoidance of contractions €l'vcan’'t don’t) and

clipped words like (exam, auto, ad). The paragraples are usually
long; the tone impersonal while the social distabheeveen the reader
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and writer is generally official. This kind of styls not mostly embraced
by the journalist or popular in journalism practice

3.2.2 Thelnformal Style

This is a style that is multi-dimensional. It camused for occasions like
lectures, newspaper, broadcast etc. The dictioa isea mixture of the
formal style and that of colloquial. So, the popudaction is normally

emphasized. By popular diction, one is referringnords which are

used by a wide section of the populace, educatezjucated. Compare
the following learned and popular words:

Learned Popular
Abdomen Belly
Capitulate Surrender
Corpulent Fat

Myopic Short sighted
Facilitate Make easy.

Informal style is often more concrete and down &otle than formal
ones that may appear abstract. That is, the dicdidhe informal style
easily allows one to smell, see, touch or taste dbgect described.
Sentences here are normally shorter than formas.oRee paragraphs,
the tone and social distance between the writer thadreader is not
wide, rather the reader can be addressed persdnallging words such
as ‘you’, ‘me’. These are not common in formal styl

3.2.3 TheCoalloquial Style

This is a style of writing that is basically consational. It uses the kind
of words and expressions people use when they agethter quite
informally. Such a style is used in writing whe thriter wants to give
the impression of talking directly and intimateby his reader. When he
does, all formal terms would be avoided while caction, clipped
words and clichés would be generally used. Theeseets are usually
very short, mainly the S-V-O (Subject-Verb-Objesquence. The
paragraphs are also short. This kind of writingnist common in
journalism practice, except for special effect ed by a notable
columnist.

3.3 Essentialsof Good Journalistic Writing

News writing is an art whose skills have to be @&egl Like a sculptor,
who has to chisel out something from the wood uspagceived
dimensions and procedures, the journalist emplogsiecessary tools of
words or language in their appropriate forms, twoaplish his/her task.
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It is these forms that are broadly expressed asdbsentials of good
journalistic writing” or, the 9cs and S. They are:

o Clarity
Conciseness
Correctness
Courteousness
Candidness
Concreteness
Completeness
Coherence
Concord
Simplicity

3.3.1 Clarity

Clarity in news writing requires that the readetet in no doubt as to
the meaning of words in sentences. A word or gradgxpression with
more than one meaning should be replaced with alsimnd clearer
one. The good writer takes great pain of going @rmaemile to ensure
that he presents only one possible meaning. A rstovy that is open to
more than one interpretation is dangerous to théeme writer or society,
because the multi-phase of such interpretationsleaa to a confused
society.

3.3.2 Conciseness

Conciseness deals with the necessity to be bAetoncise write-up is
that which has to be written in a succinct way, idvigy pointless
elaboration, exaggeration, tautology or circuml@utA concise writer
Is one who does not strain after words or phrdsés. does this, he ends
up using unnecessary jargons or clichés. Accortbnglexander Dope
in one of his literary criticisms, words are likeales; and where they
are most abound, much fruit is rarely found”. Jdsaness in writing
has the merits of:

(@) Saving space especially in newspaper where availades are
pre-scheduled. Or, in broadcast where time is tieatgst asset
and constraint to pointless elaboration.

(b) It spares much effort and achievement as well as ggour and
directness to writing.
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3.3.3 Correctness

A news report must be correct in all aspects. lbme of the most
important commandments of news writing. It is lidke the question of
truthfulness and credibility. Correctness meanscking and cross-
checking figures, names of persons, town/citiestsfaspellings, maps
etc. For local or even international names or @ateere is always a
stylebook or a resource person(s) who should assestsuring that the
facts are made available. The dictionary, in itsotss forms can also be
very useful in this connection.

3.3.4 Courteousness

Any writer that fails to take into account the gbitigy of his readers, in
terms of showing politeness or restraints in the aflanguage lacks
polish and civility. This attitude readily offendfie reader and is
sometimes classified as one of the features of -fhoow journalism”.

There are a number of words or expressions thaha@ir@cceptable in
polite writing. Many of them are those that degekual desires, racial
slurs or profanities that are utterly against iielig personalities or
beliefs.

A polite expression or language as well as thayilbne is determined
by the society. The reporter must therefore empathiith his society
and present only those aspects of language, whschutiure does not
frown at. For instance, words like: ‘Hell’, “shifDown”, fuck, “under
below” may mean different things to different sdie@s. Although these
words may pass for slang, they are sometimes fuagyecise and lack
courtesy. Courteousness in writing also includesesstandardized and
general reference to personal titles and compliment

3.3.5 Candidness

Being candid means that a report must be fair kiratraight-forward,
objective, and sincere in purpose. Although, thetroe of fairness is
often viewed as a threat to press freedom, it hegertheless, endowed
the practice of journalism with a certain level @sponsibility and
service. This doctrine can also be seen as an tagjfethe social
responsibility view of mass media practice.

So, the attribute of candidness demands that pubgsone side of a
story without a reasonable effort to get to knovd gmesent the other
with all sense of frankness is dishonest and wickEuls, it is not

enough for a reporter to say “when | called indffce to get his side of
the story, he was not on seat”. Since this cam tdeecharge of reporters
biases or prejudices.

76



JLS111 MODULE 3

3.3.6 Concreteness

This concerns writing about actualities or par@cukvents, persons,
rather than generalities or abstractions. The me&dite about concrete
issues or events is felt more in the presentationews and feature
columns. Although the writer can report events itheo context or in

abstraction, as metaphors for explaining his ovumasional problem in

the country. This should be done in a manner tiaekplanation is not
lost in the minds on the readers.

3.3.7 Completeness

This calls for a reporter’s readiness to presetotal picture of an event
l.e. the whole story, complete with all the ess®rarts. It calls for the
inclusion of the necessary details about an issuerder to add some
kind of muscle to the report. This has an addedathge of making a
story clearer and leaving no room for guessesitiight open pathways
to misinterpretations. A complete picture is moseful than individual

parts. If stoppages become unavoidable, then artregwould be

serialised. Yet, each part of the serial packagellshbe meaningful and
complete in relation to other parts.

3.3.8 Coherence

A report may have unity but lacks coherence. Cotardias to do with
the sticking together, logically, of the parts tmaake up all story. It
means every part in terms of ideas, facts, or Ketshould have
connection with the central idea of the story. Sachalanced flow in
news writing can be achieved through the use & Words like: but,
although, besides, meanwhile, except, however,rifeless, also, etc.

3.3.9 Concord

Concord ordinarily means “agreement or harmony’tiSagreement or
harmony is required in news writing. Although théseno distinct line
between what makes coherence different form conadbrchn be said
that agreement or concord starts from the construadf sentences.
How the different parts of sentences are co-ordohdbr meaningful
interpretation. It includes the subject-verb agreemor pronoun-
antecedent agreement. From here, it gradually jopsvith agreement
of parts from the introduction through the bodytmclusion.

3.3.10 Simplicity

The purpose of news writing is to communicate magsithrough news
and not to confound or confuse. Therefore, a repartust understand
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the background of his audience to enable him chaodeuse words that
are not difficult or cumbersome enough to leavantteearching for a
dictionary. A good reporter must always replacdialift words with
simpler ones. Even the technical register of sonexiglines or
exclusive slang can be explained or illustratedremecessary.

40 CONCLUSION

The use of the elements essential for good jowst@hvriting is a
“sine qua non” for the successful journalist. Obley listed rules
and the result will be obvious.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that:

. Journalism writing is one of the known styles ofting.

) The known styles of writing are (1) formal, (2farmal and
colloquial.

) Journalism writing, depending on the subject madtet editorial

policy of the establishment can use a blend oftlinee styles or
confine itself to formal or informal styles.

. Good journalistic style depends on the good usGsfand S.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

From what you have understood about eh 9Cs andofstract a
sentence to reflect your level of understanding.

7.0 REFERENCE/FURTHER READING

McCrimnon, James (1974) Writing with a Purpdsth edition Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Co.
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UNIT 2 ELEMENTS OF GOOD NEWSREPORTING

CONTENT

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Identification
3.2 Attribution
3.3 Capitalisation
3.4  Abbreviation
3.5 Numbering
3.6  Punctuation and word Division
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit is about good news reporting. The ungraimes “background”
information in a story that helps to put the wnttgews story in a clearer
perspective for the reader.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o identify the various elements of good news repgrtin
) use each of the elements in news writing.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Identification

Identification in news reporting has to do with ttlistinctive physical

attributes of persons used or involved in the néwsjnarily, a name is
sufficient to distinguish a person from anothert Bames, by their very
nature of common meaning within a culture, are x@usive reserves of
any person. Thus, other qualifiers are usually edetd give concrete
and vivid description of the persons involved ie thews. Such other
forms of identification include: age, addressesfgssions/jobs, titles,
positions of authority. For example:
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(@) Edem Musa, a 17-year-old undergraduate of Kano eStat
University. (age).
(b)  Governor Tinuba of Lagos State has declared... @tatu
(c) The defendant, Mr Okonkwo Ifeanyi, of Nos 3 Adebayo
Street was yesterday arraigned before... (address)

However, it is uncommon to identify a juvenile irta@urt or police case
except when the crime is serious as in murder,, rdpg pushing. Also
uncommon is the identification of subjects or agtioran event by race
or religion; well-known cities and capitals may noted an added
identification. But small unpopular towns will need be identified
along the nearest big city or capital. For examplethe incident
occurred at Obalune, a small town 50 miles front Kkpene municipal
council”.

3.2 Attribution

Attribution in news writing involves the disclosucé the identity of

information source. Attribution functions to giveedibility to the news

report. It removes doubts from the readers mindiatiee authenticity of
the report. Reports attributed to legitimate aneditrle sources often
make such reports reliable. A newspaper may avoastioning the

source of its information, if such disclosure mandanger the source.
And if the report is sourced from documented matsyireporters are
expected to disclose them too.

3.3 Capitalisation

To capitalise means to set a word in upper case.ni&in purpose is to
lay emphasis on what is written. As a rule in Esiglilanguage
constructions, all proper nouns, trade names, naofeassociation,
clubs’ organisation, religious, and their appetla (e.g. Him, Thou,
Lord,), nations, races must be capitalised.

3.4 Abbreviation

Abbreviated words are often the shorter versionghefr full forms.
They are used because spaces in the newspapeiorazdaved, time in
the radio and television need not be wasted. Abatien also reduces
the cost of production or reproduction of news gem

It is important to spell out the meaning of abba¢en at their first
mention e.g United Nations (UN). However, most abiations are
dictated by the nature of a newspaper’s stylebddle tradition for
abbreviation of date is that the months of the yeast be abbreviated
when they come before the figures except for thethso of March,
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April, May, June and July, e.g. Jan. 10, 2005 aratdd 4, 2005. It is
wrong to use ‘st’ ‘nd’ or ‘th’ when writing news.hE preferred form is,
for example, Feb.2, 2005 or June 12, 2005.

3.5 Numbering

This is based on the house style or convenience spage saving
purposes. While some numbers are rounded up fgr reasling, some
are not spelt out in order to save space. Usudllis expected that
figures one to nine (1-9) should be spelt out wiele and above can be
written in figure e.g. 10, 12, 15. Use figures &breet number e.g. 73
Ikpa Road, use figures for scores, telephone nusnbeotes,
percentages, prices, degree °%j9®void beginning a sentence with a
figure, if you do, the figure must be spelt outg.E:Twenty members”
of, instead of “20 members of...”

3.5 Punctuation and Word Division

The rules of punctuation are the same as for ahgratype kind of
composition. They may be used to break or stopesers etc. As for
word division, it is important that reporters avdige division of words
between lines. Do not divide hyphenated words exaepghe syllable
where the regular type comes e.g. Mother-in -law.rdt begin a line
with hyphen nor divide words between pages.

40 CONCLUSION

The news story aims at conveying to readers thergahspects of an
event, hence the reporter’s duty is to let the eeaato the picture with
as little effort on the reader’s part as possibldis study has afforded
the journalist the opportunity to achieve good nesysorting.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, you have learnt:

. There are rules that can be used to minimise theelu of
comprehension on the reader.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Extract a full length and complete story from areat National daily.

From the story, further extract aspects of the et best exemplify
the elements of good news reporting discussedsruttit.
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7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit is about interviewing and news sourcdaterviewing is a
reporter’'s basic tool, central activity in his dajob. He uses news
sources to achieve his purpose.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

explain what is meant by Interview

describe the essence of an interview

explain the techniques of good interviewing

conduct an interview

identify the major news sources for gathering data

identify the kinds of places you should contact wiy@u need
certain information under any beat.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Interviewing: Meaning

A large chunk of what a reporter does, to getribeessary data for his
stories revolves round meeting and asking peopéstgpns. It is the

journalist’s tool also, for digging out facts. $his where interview
comes in. By way of definition, an interview isnia planned and

controlled conversation between two or more peoplach has a

purpose for, at least, one of the participantst. b€ effective, therefore,
an interview must have (a) Purpose (b) Plan @)t interaction.

But you can learn a great deal about the art erwgw by learning how
to interview. It is practically an exercise besdrned by experience.

The purpose of an interview may be specific depenain the type of
interview. But all interviews are concerned withther obtaining,
passing or clarifying information.

3.2 Typesof Interview

There are many types of interview open to use lyjolirnalist. The
very familiar types are:

o Exclusive interview: This is conducted by a reporter
representing a single media house without any othporter
participating in it. Any information disclosed duy the
interview is only known to the reporter.

. Panel Interview: This occurs when more than one reporter is
seated to throw questions at an invited guestis frequently
adopted or used by radio and television station.

. Vox Populi or Man-in-the-street Interview: “Vox Populi”
means the voice of the people. So, this type t#riew is
conducted by reporters to elicit information fronasrass- section
of the general public. It could be anybody in theeet
irrespective of the status or age. There is nedfirule as to how
many responses one must get.

. Personality Interview: This is an interview conducted by a
reporter concerning an individual's life, activitsie views,
character or personality, etc. The selection efglrsonality is
not limited to those who have gained places imihes stream of
ongoing events, e.g. government officials, recaogphis
businessman, traditional ruler, professor or reremvacademic,
etc. A personality can also be out of the newsastr but news
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worthy, by a special trait of oddity, habit, pldgbby, etc. For
instance, a priest who, Sunday after Sunday, pesatb an
empty church auditorium deserves a special focus.

New Interview: An interview with one source is just the
beginning of reporting. It can involve asking dimss from
several people, e.g. investigating a bank robbeBeople to
interview can include: bank clerks, security mege-witness
(customers) etc. because time is the reporter'atgse enemy
(deadline), he must be thorough as well as swife must ask
right questions directed at the right persons.

Featurelnterview: Itis a form of article that focuses on an issue
of general interest by interviewing one or morespas to present
and analyse the issue. It presents a deeper insighevents
than in news reports. It also allows for descviptand stylish
techniques not used in news writing usually dorauad events
that have already made news. Reporter would talkmbre
sources than for news story.

It is a type of creative writing which takes a ¢tdtpreparation e,g.
of a fatal road accident that claimed many live$his can
motivate a news feature on e.g. for interview watkperts in
highway, Police Traffic Officers, Road Safety Offils (FRSC),
medical officers, drivers of commercial vehiclesdaor persons
who have survived such accidents etc. what abautfgunami
Disaster? Hurricane Katrina etc?

Sport News Interview: Reporters interview police officers on
crime, fire marshals on causes of fire outbreagerts reporters
talk to coaches, players for background materials games
stories. In sport news interviews, reporters lémkinformation
that will highlight or illustrate the events beidgscribed.

Techniques of Interview

Newsgathering requires tact, common sense and kadgel of

interviewing techniques. Successful interviews taeeresult of careful
planning and preparation on the part of one or Ipatticipants. Good
interviewers and interviewees are not born butnaaele. They practice
the skill until they appear to be able to do ithetit much effort. The
notable interviewing techniques are:

Preparation: This reminds one of the saying that “perspiratio
In preparation is inspiration in presentation”. rdtjuires that the
reporter must read, research and know much abeypéhson or
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subject to be discussed in the interview. The mepaenust get to
know the person’s past, or the views about theesiiliy the past.
It all boils down to preparation.

Have Questions Stated: This means that a reporter should
prepare a set of basic questions meant for theviete. The
approach must not be rigid. It can be structueed.(Yes or No
answers) or unstructured (the respondent is fresayoanything).
Allowance should also be made for supplementarystipes.
With time, you will learn not to strictly rely on@repared list of
guestions. The natural informal and conversati@ndér would
then prevail.

Use of Mechanical Device: In order to ensure accurate report of
what is said during an interview, a tape recordeecommended
for use but care must be taken to avoid situathere the
presence of the recorder can disrupt the flow eh#dresponse
from the interviewee. The person might feel unsafd exposed
to give out information that is recorded.

Appearance: This calls for modesty in your dressing habi.
reporter must be well dressed for an interview.cdssive make-
up is undesirable. Remember, there is no secand first
impression. The first is the first and nothing mor

Be on Time: This calls for an avoidance of African time
syndrome. Arrangements should be made for thengdigt to be
at the venue at least, 30 minutes before time stbed

Eye Contact: Good interview involves good observation of what
IS happening around the interviewee. A reportat tefuses, for
any reason, to maintain good eye contact duringngrview
might be missing lots of non-verbal cues neceskariiis report.
This does not mean that one should stare or gazleeabther
person to the point of causing an embarrassment.

Note Taking: A reporter should listen attentively during an
interview. If he does not know the formal shortthawriting, he
can develop the abbreviated long handwriting, fisr furpose.
Only the important points should be taken down. cdssive
scribbling/writing should be avoided, althoughsitetter to be on
that part of “too much”, than being on the parttobd little”.

Verification: Before ending an interview, quoting statements,
names, figures and dates should be cross- cheokeat€uracy.
At the end, express your gratitude to the intereew
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3.4 News Sources

The ‘where’ of news refers to the sources of infation opened to the
journalist. Primarily, a reporter begins his daithwthe house diary.
The diary contains all the expected events of e as perceived and
recorded by the editor. The next source of datdhe journalist is the
library, also called the “Morgue”. Here, the rejgorhas access to
newspaper clippings, journals, periodicals, conancg, magazines and
other confidential publications of the governmennh any case, it is
essential to make a list of news categories anut thial sources of
information for writing each story.

3.4.1 Government News

Government gazettes, daily press releases, etc.
Ministry of Information

Secretary to the State Government’s Office

Public Relations/Information Managers of Ministries
Head of Public Service and Director Generals

All Ministries (Federal/State)

Statistics and Planning Offices

Mass Media Organs

Legislature (State and National)

3.4.2 Business and Labour News

) Business and Labour Organisation, e.g. NLC andraotheon
Secretariats

) Business Institution (private and public)

o Finance Houses e.g. Banks, Insurance companies

) Ministries of Trade, Commerce and Industries

) Mass Media Organs

) Stock Exchange Officers

3.4.3 Sport News

National Sport Commission

Sport Organisations e.g. NFA

Sport Festivals

Sport Magazines, Journals and Programmes
Sports Ministry

Sport Personalities (Old and New), etc.
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3.4.4 Court and Police News

Court Proceedings, Tribunals

Police Stations and Military Offices

Ministry of Justice

Judges and Lawyers

Secret Investigation Bureau e.g. FIIB, SSS, CID
Media Reports

Special commissions e.g. EFCC.

3.45 Accident and Natural Disaster News

e Place of Accident - Disaster/Relief Commission
e Hospital Police - Airways, Transporters

e Ministry of Health - Embassies

e Fire Service - International Health

e Universities and Research Centre - Servitors

46 Foreign News

Ministry of External Affairs

Embassies and High Commissions

Nigerian Institute of International Affairs

International Organisations, UNESCO, ILO, WHO

Foreign Media Outlets

Ministry of Information

National, Regional and International News Agenceeg. NAN
(News Agency of Nigeria), PANA (Pan African News &gy),
Reuters, UPI (United Press International), AFP (#gge France
Presse) TASS (Telegratnoise Agenstvo Sovietskagasay, etc.

40 CONCLUSION

Interviewing is an art that allows the reporterbting into play all the
writing skills at his disposal, especially of perabty interview. The
study of the techniques is essential in havinga@lgoterview.

50 SUMMARY

The unit has exposed you to the following facts:

o That interviewing about the major source by whictirpalist get

information for their daily reports or assignments
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o The major types of interview include: the exclusipanel, Vox
pop and personality interviews.
. The best interviews are those which the techniqués

interviewing are applied effectively. Common amoagch
techniques are preparation, prepared and statedign® use of
mechanical device, eye contact, promptness anchgaéiown
notes.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Choose from (1) the types of interview (2) anyls hews sources, you

have studied in this unit, conduct an interviewnerviews of that sort
and submit your report.

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING

MacDougall, Curtis (1977)_Interpretative Reporting New York:
Macmillan.

Moemeka Andrew (1980) Reporters’ Handbodkagos: Department of
Mass Communication Press.
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INTRODUCTION

With court reporting, it can be a matter of youresa sinking or
swimming with each report. But sometimes it is just your career that
may be at stake. It can also be your very freeddmare is a body of law

called

law of contempt. If you infringe it in theagistrate’s court you

can find yourself in jail that very day. It is tleéore extremely important
that you read very carefully the references oneopt | am about to
give you. This is because one day, when you ategiin jail, or
standing in the dole queue, you may just regrefdbethat you did not
complete the required reading. The recommendedngauh contempt
of court is in the next input in this unit.

2.0
At the
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OBJECTIVES
end of this unit, you should able to:

define what contempt of court is
identify the broad types of contempt of court
list the criteria for reporting summary trials frahe court.



JLS111 MODULE 4

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Contempt Of Court: What It Entails

Contempt is the law that concerns people who didagal proceedings,
insult judges, disobey court orders, publish wnitte broadcast material
which may interfere with the outcome of a trial, er most
controversially — try to undermine public confidenm the judicial
system. The enforcement of the law of contempblvaes the delicate
balancing of two fundamental social values:

. the right of free speech and a free press, against
o the right of individuals to a fair trial.

3.2 Typesof Contempt

There are three types of contempt which are ofctlicencern to the
working journalist. They are:

e Publication of words that tend to “pollute the atreof justice”, such
as:

- Revealing details of a crime which might influereegotential
jury after an arrest has been made.

- Revealing the accused person’s previous convictorautlining
his or her confession.

- Publishing a photograph or likeness of the accusked
identification may be an issue in the trial. Imnunal trials, in
particular, identification is more often an isshart not.

- Publishing reports on proceedings in closed coortswhere
restrictions on publishing apply.

e Scandalising the courts. This arises if your nepsp unfairly
criticises the courts or the judicial process imay which might
undermine the public’s faith in the administratioinjustice. This is
a vague area of law, with a varied case histotyis Vague because
judges disagree on what constitutes fair criticisrt. should not
concern the novice journalist unless he or shesked to write an
editorial on the miscarriage of justice in a certaase, or unless he
wishes to expose the fraudulent activities of ggidr magistrate. In
any such case, where the courts run even the etighisk of being
offended by your words, you are strongly urgedeekslegal advice
on the firmness of your ground. If you proceedchaitt such advice
and you are found guilty of contempt you may watldf yourself
behind bars.
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e By far the most important form of contempt you nfage at this
stage of your career is contempt in the face otthet, because this
concerns your behaviour when in court preparingrieso for
submission in your court assignments.

In a nutshell, to err on the side of safety, yoeindviour in court should
be impeccable. People have been fined and jadedrything short of
the most polite, respectful behaviour. Some exampf things which
have been found to be contempt in the face of det@re:

92

Smoking, and rolling a cigarette in preparationdoroking.

Sketching or photographing the judge or any peoplscenes in
the courtroom without the permission of the court.

Reading a newspaper (since people in a court gyposed to
give their whole attention to the proceedings, gogn during the
boring bits).

Making any sort of noise or disturbance, (I'll leathat up to
your imaginations), interjecting, interrupting.

Walking into or out of the court in anything butethmost
unobtrusive fashion.

Being improperly dressed. (In other words, do rayer courts in
your thongs and body hugs).

Using disrespectful language or a disrespectfule tamhen
addressing the court or when giving evidence.

Throwing an egg or stone at the judge. I'm sure yuaill
certainly not attempt to do that, but here are otheamples of
obviously contemptuous behaviour.

In 1773 a man of “ferocious and terrible dispositiovas
prosecuted for contempt because he forced a ctergat the
court’s subpoena.

In 1900 a newspaper description of an English judge‘the
impudent litttle man in horsehair, a microcosm oha&t and
empty headedness” was held in contempt.
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- In 1974 a solicitor’s clerk described the judgeaathumourless
automaton”. But he could not be dealt with for teonpt because
he had already just been sentenced for the sanemoefffor
releasing laughing gas into the air conditioningtegn of the
court.

Finally, on courtroom behaviour, some word on editet You will
probably never be called upon to address a matggstrajudge. If you
must, however, refer to the magistrate as “Yourshigg” and to the
judge as “Your Honour”. Always bow (a significanbd of the head
constitutes a bow these days) as a mark of regpettte bench (not
necessarily to the judge or magistrate) when ergedr leaving the
courtroom while in session, and always stand whemtagistrate enters
or leaves the room.

Briefly, though, it means you cannot comment orasecwhile a trial or

an appeal is pending. All you may publish is &8y factual account of

public steps taken publicly in the litigation. Yaoan report the arrest,
but it may be defamatory to give names at this tpoiin this area,

examples of contempt’s have been:

e Publication before a hearing of pleadings, inteatmms, answers,
or evidence.

e Advertising for witnesses on behalf of a party

e Publication of portraits of parties where idenafion may become
an issue.

e Comments suggesting one party is in the right, ladrebriginal or
guoted from another source.

e Accounts of police or investigative reporter’s istigations,
theories, etc., suggesting the accused is guilgven innocent.

e Prejudging a trial by a newspaper which will inegg with or
obstruct the fair administration of justice is meéel to as facie
curiae. The contempt of court committed here agaltdwith
summarily by the court i.e. the contemnor needtaké any plea
nor be put in the witness box for his defence andszexamination.

e Disobeying the lawful order, decree, injunction. eticthe court that

made an order is referred to as contempt ex fascidere, the
contemnor is allowed to take plea to a charge prdeagainst him.
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It is not a contempt to publish a factual, straigbtount of the pursuit
and arrest of an accused person, unless somethgugess in the story
that he is guilty or innocent. Even material sasrbeing in the public
interest in helping police has been found in comptem

Self-Assessment Exercise 1.1

i What are the types of contempt you know?
I Without referring to this unit, list the majoomts that reflect the
checklist for reporting summary trials.

3.3 Check List for Reporting Summary Trials

The writer should always read through copy of caoegorts at least
twice before handing them to the editor to cheak the following are
included.

1. Exact identification and titles of:
(@) the defendants and their representative if appkcab
(b)  the magistrates
(c) the prosecutors
(d) the places and days where the proceeding occurred
(e) the witnesses

2. The defendants pleas-guilty or not guilty.

3. The charges. These can be paraphrased, bubmasturate.

4. The results of the proceedings — dismissal, wadjoent, or
sentence.

5. If there was more than one charge, do the fij@lsterms or

community service orders, on each charge add upddotals
you have reported.

40 CONCLUSION

The study of media laws is a must for all wouldidngrnalists in order to
avoid infringement.
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SUMMARY

In this unit, you would readily agree that you h#arnt the following;

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

6.0

That knowledge of the principles guiding the operabf law of
contempts is a sine = qua — non for reporter/jdisna

That contempt of court results when a person disruggal
proceedings, insults the judge, disobeys court rerdpublish
written or broadcast material that interferes vtfite outcome of a
trial.

That three types of contempt have strong bearingsvith
journalistic practice. They are (1) publication matters that
“pollute the stream of justice” (2) scandalize ttwurts and (3)
contempt committed in the face of the court.

That factual straight account of proceedings indbert is not a
drive towards contempt unless the facts upon whhehreports
are based are not exact and do not originate flemreécorded
accounts of the court records.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Attend a court session of not less than a Magest@durt of justice.
Record your observations of the proceedings andnae them with
the points contained in this unit.

7.0

REFERENCESFURTHER READING

Anderson, David (1987) Pitfalls in the Law for Joalists (3° ed.)

Brisbane: Mando Publications.

Griffith, Geoffrey (1974). _A Guide to Law Court Rerting Sydney:

News

Ltd.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit is about Court reporting. In studyingsthunit, the reporter
arms himself with a weapon that allows him practin@indered.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. explain why reporters are allowed to accuratelyrepourt cases
. apply the standard rules governing court reporting
) explain what contempt of court is.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Court Reporting: General Background Information

As a reporter you have no special rights in a cofirtaw. You are
entitled to no more information than is normallyadable to members of
the public. Any provision of special seating foe tmedia should be seen
as a courtesy of the magistrate or judge involvetere is no right to
such accommodation.

The public can be excluded from a court case dniyyagan be shown

that by nothing short of their exclusion can justle done. It clearly
shows that a court cannot be closed just to satreesses or parties from
embarrassment or ridicule.

Of course, as with all principles, there are exiogstto the open justice
principle. It does not apply to matters heard irarabers, which are
usually procedural items. It does not apply to farfaw and children’s
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courts, although some reforms are underway as nediliearlier,
basically allowing the reporting of some family lasases with
identification of parties not allowed.

The judge or magistrate has the power to prohibiglipation of all or

part of any proceedings, even if the court isrgittin public. The court
will sometimes prohibit the publication of the namef witnesses or
parties where secrecy is paramount. An example dvbalthe case of
someone giving evidence against a blackmailer, whey have to

outline embarrassing personal details about thestanbe of the
blackmail. The judge may order the suppressiorefwitness’s name
to prevent embarrassment. Otherwise, as you caulagine, there
would be few offers to testify against extortiosi$or fear of wives or
husbands reading about their partner’s exploits.

But you need not worry greatly about having to réedjudge’s mind on
these things. For such an order suppressing igetatitbe binding, it
must normally be clearly expressed by the judgenagistrate, or the
judge must be maintaining such an air of confiddiy in the
courtroom that any fool would get the messageitrsttould not appear
on the front page of your paper.

Regardless of how autocratic the judge or magestraay appear, no
matter what he or she orders you as a reporten,tbydno means argue,
or debate the issue. A challenge to such a réstrican be safely made
only from the Bar table, by fully briefed legal ptidioners. As we

cannot afford such counsel in this course, | stipagggest you politely
do what you are told when assigned to court rouldswr editor may

wish to legally challenge such orders when youamsigned to cover a
High Court Case, but for most provincial and regiotases, it is just as
well or err on the side of courtroom etiquette amdkeep on the right
side of the judge or magistrate. After all, he be £ould be the very
person hearing your plea against a negligent dyiglmarge the very next
week, and it would be unwise to test his or hangént independence
on such an important guinea pig.

When juries are sent from the courtroom, the coemtains open, but
publication of proceedings while they are absemir@éhibited, as is any
publication, which could intimidate or ridicule the

Most permissible reports will consist of summaésvhat was actually
said in the proceedings. Even disruptions and ertslmay be reported,
although these must be intrinsically connected whi matter at hand.
For example, fathers standing in court and yellidigty murderer” or
“hope he burns’ at the alleged murder of their difeih, have been
published without problem. But, for instance, ietimurder trial of a
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rebel cricketer was interrupted by a demonstraiging and yelling
“racist pig”, the publication could prove both cemtptuous and
defamatory.

The quote from Lord Diplock about “fair and accera¢ports” is crucial
to work of the court rounds man. This was furtr@nforced by Chief
Justice Jordan ikx parte Terrill, Re consolidated Press Ltd. He said.
“So long as any account so published is fair andute and is
published in good faith and without malice on, @a@ complain that is
publication is defamatory of him notwithstandingattht may have
injured his reputation, and no-one can in genegdidard to say that is a
contempt of court notwithstanding that it may ictfae likely to create
prejudice against a party to civil or criminaldjstion”.

But warned, if your report is inaccurate or disdriyou leave yourself
and your publication wide open to defamation amdcémtempt of court
proceedings. For a report to be protected fromrdafeon or contempt
rulings it must becontemporaneous, which means you cannot dig up
reports of old proceedings, which might prejudineupcoming trial.

Do not believe for a moment that small, heavily gited sections of
evidence or judgments can be quoted out of contesttbecause they
were said to court. Rebuttals of such evidence m@isstbe clearly stated
in your report. A fair summary of the proceedingsprotected just as
much as a verbatim account.

The report loses protection if it is partial, if daims something
happened when in fact it did not, or if it withhslfacts, which put a
different complexion on facts, which are truly rejed. As long as you
meet these requirements, you can use all yoursskillfind the news
angle of the particular case and make it an inteiggsews item. You
can even highlight some aspect of the case, whies not given
prominence by the judge or magistrate.

3.2 Rulesof Writing Court Stories

Avoid the formula approach to reporting court seri unless
specifically instructed to do so by your editoretmef or editor. You will

sometimes find that it is the policy of a proviriciegional or suburban
newspaper to follow such a formula, which was Flggtet's way of
reporting court cases in the 19th century.

In normal circumstances there is no reason to ngake story as boring
as the proceedings may seem to be. Of coursedtiest not mean you
invent or exaggerate sections of proceedings, tbdbes mean you can
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highlight certain things, which may be of intersyour readers, but the
magistrate, judge or counsel may have just skimoved.

Your readers will not be interested in the 30-mendégal debate
between counsels over whethemgeneralia specialibus non-derogant
applies in that particular instance. They will baain more interested in
the five minutes a witness spends in the standritbésg in detail how
she was bashed, robbed or defrauded by the accDsedurse, you will
remember, to outline the defendant’'s rebuttal o thiitness’s
accusations.

It all comes down to that crucial phrase: BE FAIRIAACCURATE. |
would strongly recommend you write that phrase apital letters in
your study notes and doubly underline it, becatigees to the heart of
good court reporting.

) Exercise cares at all times and go right to the heart of a case:
At first you may find the legal jargon a little awvehelming.
Refer to the legal glossary in the court bookleivpied, or to the
glossary in the back of Professor Sawer’s book. &usoon as
you see through the legal jargon to understand iiseles
involved, court reporting can become satisfying aabhtively
straightforward. Always rest on the side of cautiand do not let
your adjectives and adverbs run wild with vivid mdbive
description of parties or events.

1)) Develop a keen sense of news: Ability to seize on a bright story
in the middle of an otherwise dull and involvedeas essential.
Of course, a keen sense of news comes naturathattyy of you
anyway. That is why you have chosen to become @ists. But
again, be cautious, because as you know news doés n
necessarily equate with sensationalism, and justause a
witness takes all his clothes off in the particutase does not
necessarily make that an automatic angle on thg.sitve case
might just happen to be the local mayor found guit a-NLO
million embezzlement, and the strip act might jpsie into
insignificance as aside show. In court, as on ayd, news is
relative. Your news sense is your ability to ptisg any given
set of events.

iii)  Takethe utmost care with names and addresses. Check them
with the official court papers and never rely orformation
supplied by court officials or other reporters. Shshould
probably be at the top of the list, because it @naple trap for
young players. There are sad examples of journahst rely on
the outside sources for their stories, with diressmuences. Be
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sure the information you are being given is basedftcial court
documentation. Do not trust any information volanezl to you
by parties outside the court. Only what is readd a put in
evidence, in the hearing or sight of the repoitegpen court and
in the course of the proceedings can be safelyriego The
procedure for your court reporting assignment | for you to
get all spellings and addresses and other pangitam the
police prosecutors, clerk of the court or othepoesible court
official. Again, though, it comes down to the basiof any
reporting. You always check and recheck the spplliof
someone’s name. If you assume the spelling of Jamith as
JOHN SMITH, you might find it is real JON SMYTH. Ia
normal story such a mistake is bad enough, butdowat story
you can leave yourself wide open to defamatoryoactby
committing such an error. Even if you get the stresme correct,
it is not unlikely that there will be a real Johmi# living in the
same street, and he is not going to appreciateybaigtaken for
the John Smith being convicted of an indecent exosffence.

At this point it is essential that you get all betessential information
for the case from the police prosecutor. Your stavilen sent to the
sub-editors, should include all the following:

)

ii)
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The day the case is heard. (Yesterday is not goumligh,
because the story might he held over for a dayolf use the
word yesterday, always put in brackets afterwahndsdate of the
actual hearing.) You will find that often newspapeports of
judicial proceedings are only protected from defemmaaction if
they are contemporaneous.

The names of the judge, magistrate, and varioussais of the
parties.

A balanced account of any evidence and its rebutilen you
have written your story, always take a printouagshotocopy of
your original manuscript. This is vital to protedi your own
neck in any future inquisition into an expensivdadeation or
contempt action. It is amazing how easily sub-edittiorget”

they chopped out or changed vital information, ibutou have
your own printout, at least you can argue to yaditoe to your
own defence. Always read and reread your own Soraad
particularly court ones. A mental block in the m@® of a
deadline could have you spelling names incorreabhy,even
mixing up the names of defendants and their counszimatter
how pressed you are for deadline, it is better yloat miss that
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deadline than submit a court story you have notsgmeally
checked for corrections.

Always approach a lawyer if in doubt about techhimams.
Again, if in doubt, don't leave out-check it witloreeone who
knows. It is your job to ask questions. You arenbegrossly
negligent and contemptuous by publishing false @laading
information just because you were too embarrassed
demonstrate your ignorance of legal term.

Similarly, never submit for publication a reporthieh you
yourself do not fully understand. It is better teathe story than
to play guessing games with points of law or cguoicedures. If
you do not understand a point after it has beetagd to you,
ask for it to be explained again. If you still dominderstand a
point after it has been explained to you, ask tfeo be explained
again. If you still don’'t understand, and you arve embarrassed
to say so, then go and ask someone else. But gghttbefore
you write. When in doubt, find out. If still in dbt) leave out.

Beware of the opening address by counsel in impbtaminal
cases or public inquiries, such as Economic andri€ial Crime
Commissions (EFCC). They are only allegations aag mot be
subsequently proved in evidence.

Never forget that charges are only allegations pndived by the
evidence. The word *“alleged” should always prefaite

statement of an offence. For instance, it is damgem the early
stages of a case to say that an accused had b&eoc@amitting
an offence. Such a statement is only alleged.

Develop good shorthand. It is impossible to covesuperior
court adequately without being able to write shamtth

Never use an affidavit unless every part has bead in court.

Learn to write clearly and accurately about couxicpedings
without the slightest tinge of bias.

In industrial courts remember that union officialsd employers’
representatives may make allegations for politieglsons and
great care should be taken to see that they aree nmadpen
hearing and are recorded in the official transdogfore they are
used in a report.
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xii)  Never be afraid to ask for information. We haveeatty
discussed this.

xiii)  Always accede to the direction of the presiding ggidor
magistrate that certain facts and allegations muost be
published. This action must always be reported h® hews
editor.

xiv) If in doubt about some aspect of a court story agbvinform the
chief sub-editor.

xv)  Remember that a misplaced word or name may leadwot for
libel.

xvi)  Always record the adjournment of a case and neaard a case
half reported. The final result be reported in fhist available
edition. The half you do not report could be juke thalf
important rebuttal evidence and your readershipjarydcould be
falsely left with the impression of guilt or innouee.

xvii) Never use the word “admitted” in a court reportassl quoting
someone during the court proceedings. Otherwisészsd”.

xviii) Check your newspaper’s policy on the publishingtiod street
numbers of people named in court actions. A godd rsl to
include them in your copy and let the subs cut tloermif they
want.

xix) Check carefully any doubtful or vital points in thedficial
depositions of lower court cases, particularly iesms. A
newspaper is liable if it publishes an error iroart deposition of
evidence.

xX)  Never, ever, adopt a facetious style to a courbnter comment
or even hint at your own opinions on the case, hdretoy
descriptive phrase or even punctuation. Play ataase straight
downs the line. Yes, by all means look for the nelog do not
treat it as a piece of semi-fiction or an exercisethe new
journalism. As Professor Sawer says: “The newsgapich
have made a fashion of slick and humorous jourealasthe
reporting of police court cases are able to dordg as a result of
great experience and under constant supervisitegaf advisers;
for this style it is also desirable to pick victimo will probably
relish such treatment or will not have the moneyaike action
against it. It would not be possible to defend stegtorts as fair
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and accurate, since they are so obviously intemdedor public
information but for public entertainment.”

xxi) Report with caution the opening addresses of cdutis¢hey
seem to be making outlandish claims of future ewee or
testimonies, it could be that their withesses malyswear up to
the counsel’'s claims. It is hard then to back damd tell you
readers that evidence, which was promised, has bsan
forthcoming after all.

Self-Assessment Exercise 2.1

Buy a newspaper in your locality. Look for thremud reports. Cross
check the principles and rules of court reportingthose reports you
have read. Note your observations and record tbeyour use.

40 CONCLUSION

The standard rules governing Court reporting mesbbserved by the
reporter so that his career will not be jeopardised

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, you have learnt that:
. Court reporting is a professional right and thathie court of law,

you have no special right to get any informatiorichicould not
be made available to non journalism trained persésg in the

court warm.

) The judge reserves the right to allow or disalltv publication
of any part of the trial, including names of witeeand their
address.

) Court reporting requires some basic rules, whiaiuohe; being

careful with the names of persons involved in thee; seeking
explanation for facts or terminologies you do noderstand well
etc.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Write a full report of an aspect of trial involvingell-known public
officers in your state or locality.

7.0 REFERENCE/FURTHER READING

University of Southern Queensland Study Book, JRRBOL
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Court reporting can be one of the most exactinigl$ief journalism for

the reporter. It can also be one of the most rdiwgr It is exacting

because reporters are expected to report onlydhegpects of events
they witness or giving account of. It is also resag and even

fulfilling when such reports keep the reporter frtdme dungeons of the
state security forces or correctional closet. sThhis unit provides you
with the basic information about Nigerian courtattehould make your
reports more exacting and rewarding.

The daily listing of the cases for any court — fralee smallest
Magistrate Court through to the High Court of Niger is a great
equaliser of journalists. It could be comparedhwito people sitting
down to the same crossword puzzle. They are fattddthe same facts,
and only their individual levels of skill and witake the difference
between how accurately and quickly they can coraptee puzzle.
Court cases are the same. A junior reporter hastk with same facts,
debate and judgment as Super ‘A’ grade journali®nce inside the
court, contacts do not come into it, because yauardy report what
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happens in the courtroom. Comment does not cotoetinDo that and
you may find yourself in contempt of court. Coueporting comes
down to being able to apply the basics of jourmalis BEING
ACCURATE, BEING FAIR, BEING ON TIME, and DEMONSTRATING
NEWS SENSE.

Finding the right angle on a court story could e difference between
it being buried as court filler or being nationaws. When you arrive at
the courthouse, you are faced with the very sasimdjs as the senior
reporter. Every case is a potential story; wheihés two neighbours

fighting over their fence, a back-street assautl;imk —driving arrest, or
a mass murder...at the very least, there is a storyotv it came to

appear in court. There are always thousands oscagech reflect our

society’s need for rules to govern the conductwadrgone and for the
benefit of the majority.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

describe the system of courts in Nigeria

list the types and hierarchy of courts

describe the types or kinds of cases handled dy efathe courts
describe basic composition of such courts.

3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 TheCourtsIn Nigeria

Court in Nigeria may be divided into several forms:
) Superior and inferior court.
) Court of records and court other than court of reco

For the first form of classification, superior ctaurare courts of
unlimited jurisdiction and in the strict sense bk tterm “Unlimited
jurisdiction”. There is no such court in NigeriautBsuperior courts are
so described because the limits to their jurisdicare minimal and they
have the minimal jurisdiction limit depending oretbubject matter. The
high court of a state is therefore a superior cbadause it has unlimited
jurisdiction throughout the state with respecthe value of the subject
matter.

Inferior courts are courts, which has jurisdictibhiait with respect to
the type and value of the subject matter. The nrades court for
instance is usually subject to supervisory jurigdicof the high court.

105



JLS111 INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISV

For the second type of court classification, a tafr records was
formally a court which kept a record of items, aesd judicial

proceedings and had the power to punish a pergsorofaempt. Today,
however, the strongest essential feature of thetaoourecord is its

power to punish contempt and so that any court kviias power to
punish contempt is a court of record, but any tadnich does not have
such power is not a court of records.

A court of record may be a superior or inferior taug. High Court and
Magistrate Court respectively. The power to purigierson summarily,
at common law, rest with the superior court whethranot the offence is
committed before the court or out of the court &adl inferior court of
record has power still at common law to punish samilg only when
the offence is committed in the face of the coufhe punishment may
be in the form of a fine or an immediate imprisomine

3.2 Hierarchy of Court in Nigeria
3.2.1 The Supreme Court

The Supreme Court was established in 1963 by thetitation of the
Federation, which provides that the judges of thertcshould include:
The Chief Justice of Nigeria and 6 other judgesvwkmas justice of the
Supreme Court. The law also prescribed that thggsidshould not be
less than 5 in any occasion, presently how eventimeber of justices of
the supreme court stands at 10 (ten). The apponnitofea person as the
chief justice of Nigeria can only be done by thadef state. (i.e. under
military regime).

The Supreme Court is the final authority for caumdtters in Nigeria. It
IS a superior court of record. It can listen to aodsider both civil and
criminal cases. The Supreme Court hears appealthierfrederal Court
of Appeal.

By the provision of section 117 subsections 2 & tonstitution of
Nigeria (1963) the Supreme Court has the rightryocases of appeal
already decided by the federal court of appealiqdarly in the

following cases:

)] Decisions in any civil or criminal proceedings omegtions

concerning the interpretation of the constitutidrire federal or
any state law.
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i) Decisions on any civil or criminal proceedings arestions as to
whether any of the provisions concerning the funelatal rights
are contravened in relation to a person.

1)) Decisions in any criminal proceedings in which tederal court
of appeal has affrmed a sentence of death impgsanbther
court or tribunal.

ilv)  Decisions concerning disputes between the federdlstate or
between states or in such cases as may be engdiad.b

The Supreme Court of Nigeria as the highest cooirt Nigeria has
contributed in no small measure to the developroéfw. Paramount
among such contributions has been their role asupeeme moulder of
the law, particularly, in criminal and constitutedriaw.

3.2.2 TheFederal Court of Appeal

The Federal Court of Appeal is a superior counteabrd established in
October 1, 1976 by the constitution of the federatBy the provisions
of the constitution, the judges of the federal toconsist of the
president of the court and at least 21 other judggled justices of
appeal. The judges are appointed by the highestgridody then the
supreme military council after consultation of thdvisory judiciary
committee. The court is mainly the court of appaadl has exclusive
jurisdiction to hear appeal from the state highrtahe federal revenue
court and such other courts or tribunals as magpleeified by law.

3.2.3 The Court of Resolution

This is a kind of court that exists in each of tka or more Northern
state in Nigeria. It has the chief judge of thetestas the president.
Others including the grand Khadi, a judge from tHegh Court
nominated by the Chief Judge and another judge tl@mrSharia Court
of Appeal nominated by the grand caddy (Khadi).

In cases where the opinion of these judges differcerning an issue or
matter brought before the court, the opinion sufgabby the chief judge
Is usually declared as the opinion of the coure €aurt has jurisdiction
to resolve conflicts arising between the high camt the Sharia Court
of appeal. In cases where there is no such conthet court of
Resolution describes which of the two courts atguads jurisdiction. It
should be noted that no occasion has ever arisghdaonvening of the
court of Resolution in the country.
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3.2.4 The Sharia Court of Appeal

The Sharia Court of Appeal also applies to thedemore Northern
State of the Federation. It is seen as the supetstomary court of
records, which consider cases from the upper avea.c Such cases
involve Muslim personal laws. By definition, Moslepersonal law
consists of the Muslim Law of the Maliki school goming the

following matters:

) Moslem laws concerning marriages constituted adagrtb that
law and including the dissolution of such marriagisalso
concerns certain family relationship, which reladg¢he marriage
under question or the guardianship of an infanaéygweonnected
to the marriages under question.

1)) Moslem laws regarding gifts, will or succession véhehe
endower, donor, testator or deceased person issérviu

i)  The court also considers matters concerning infartdigal or
person of unsound mind who is a Moslem. It equdéwls with
the maintenance or the guardianship of a Muslim wko
physically or mentally infirm.

iv)  The court also entertain question where all theigmrto the
proceedings (whether or not they are Moslem) hawevibting
under their hand requested the court that hearsade in the first
instance to determine the case in accordance WwehMoslem
law.

The quorum for the sitting of the court is limitedtwo Judges and the
eligibility of persons to be appointed, as a judgest include the
following:

(@) Must be a Moslem.

(b)  The person must not be less than 35 years.

(c) Must have been in adviser on Moslem law in the iserof a
native authority for not less than 10 years.

(d)  Must be a holder of certificate showing that h&nswledgeable
in the study of Sharia law.

(e) Must be a distinguished scholar in Islamic studysHould be
noted here that legal practitioners are not peechito appear for
any party before the court.
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3.25 TheFedera Revenue Court

This was established by the Federal revenue caated of 1973 as a
federal High Court of Justice. It has the presidamd usually four (4)

other judges appointed by the head of state. Judigdee court are so
appointed after consultation of the advisory jualigi committee. A

single judge duly appointed can constitute the tcour

The court has civil and criminal jurisdiction rafieg to the revenue of
the federal government connected with or pertainniomghe taxation of
companies, payment of custom, excise duties, bgnkiimreign
exchange, currency and other fiscal measures. &aas of jurisdiction
usually recognize the operation of the companyakeaf 1968 as well
as other enactment that relate to the copyrightepe, designs, trade
mark etc.

The three other court that come after the FedezgkRue court are:

a) State High Courts
b) Magistrate Court
C) Customary and Area courts.

3.2.6 High Courts

On creation of Lagos state in 1967 a High Court established by the
constitution of the Federation as amended by theestdecree, 1967.
Similarly the constitution of Northern Nigeria asi@nded by the 1967
Decree established a high court for Kano and andtdreKwara State.

As amended by that same decree the constitutioBastern Nigeria
established a High Court for Rivers State in 19T8n creation of the
new states, a High court for Bendel State was kstednl by the court,
for the Mid Western Nigeria as amended by the diseree 1976. By
the constitution of Western Nigeria a high courtéach of the states of
Ogun, Ondo, and Oyo was established as amendda:@p76 decree.

By that same decree a high court for each stat&nafimbra, Cross
River, Imo and Rivers were established by the cnisin of Eastern
Nigeria and High court for the states of Bauchin&e, Borno, Gongola,
Kaduna, Kano, Kwara, Niger, Plateau and Sokotoestablished by the
constitution of Northern Nigeria as amended by Haahe decree.

The structure, organization and jurisdiction of gtate High courts are

generally uniform. The High Court of each of thertdern states
consists of the Chief Judge of the state and at feee other judges.
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The high court of each of the states of Anambrajdg& Cross River,
Imo, Ogun, Ondo, Oyo and Rivers consists of thefghidge of the state
and at least 6 other judges.

Concerning jurisdiction, the High court of eachtloé Northern states is
not empowered to issues in relation to any procegsdin any area court
or in the Sharia court of Appeal an order of “Mamd&s Certiorari’ or
prohibition or an injunction in lieu of ‘quo warrem.

There is no such prohibition in any of the southstates. In all the
states where customary or area courts exist, tga bourt has no
original jurisdiction to try customary law casesicB are reserved for
the customary courts versed with the power in g@ieable law.

In each state, the high court in the exercisesbitginal jurisdiction is
constituted by a single judge. In the northernestathe high court
sitting, as a court of appeal is constituted budges except when sited
in its notice Appellate Division such cases arestituted by 3 judges
including a judge from the Sharia Court of Appeal.

In Southern states, High court constituted by alsiqudge in its
jurisdiction but in Lagos State, it may be consétlby 3 judges. High
courts generally are court of unlimited jurisdictibeing unlimited with
respect to the monetary value of the subject matfttre case.

3.2.7 TheMagistrate Court

It is constituted by a single Magistrate. Everytestan Nigeria has a
Magistrate court. Magistrates are divided into amythese classes, in
each state i.e. the basis of defining the jurigoiicnd powers of each
magistrate.

In some states some persons are designated Mé&egsivh specified
classes, which classes are not provided for urdgelaiv. Appointments
to grades of Magistrate that are legally non-exisége irregular and do
not confer any jurisdiction on appointee.

In each state, a person is appointed Magistrateerdhan magistrate
Grade Il by the interim judicial Committee establked for the state and
the power to appoint a person magistrate Grads llested in the chief
Judge of the state.

Under the law in force in some states, a personois eligible for
appointment as a magistrate unless he is qualtieegbractice as a
barrister and solicitor in a court of unlimited igdiction in civil and
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criminal matters, and he has attained a specifigiinmam of post-
gualification experience expressed in terms of year

Civil Jurisdiction of Magistrate (in Southern S&ités generally uniform
but as a governing rule, a Magistrate has no algurisdiction in any
civil case, which raises any issue as to the tiitland or to any device,
request or limitation under any will of settlemer@ivil Jurisdiction in

every other state varies from state.

Magistrate Courts have jurisdiction to deal withingnal cases
summarily. There is no provision for authorisingy amagistrate to
impose punishment greater than the maximum prestiit relation of

his grade. However adequate punishment provisionvgrconly cases
punishable with fine or imprisonment or both, wathwithout whipping

or less penalty. They do not cover capital offenaed so Magistrates
have not jurisdiction for the summary of trial @fpital offences.

3.2.8 District Courts (Northern States)

A District Court is a court of civil jurisdictiont is an equivalent of a
Magistrate Court in any of the Southern Stategutisdiction is similar

to the civil jurisdiction of a magistrate court any of the Southern
States. As modified by the states decree of 1%&€h e@f the then 6
Northern states, on creation of the states in 18&F district courts
established by the District Court Law. By virtue tbe states Decree
1976, similarly each of the present 10 Northerrtestehave district
courts established by the district court law.

A district court is constituted by a single juddée district court judges
are divided in 4 classes namely Senior Districtgd)dDistrict Judge
Grade |, District Judge grade II, and District Jadgrade Il. District
Court judges other than district judges grade td appointed by the
interim judicial committee established for the stahd district judges Il
are appointed by the chief Judge of the state.

The district court has jurisdiction subject to mrdsed monetary value

limits where the subject matter is money or is tépa@f estimation in
terms of money.

3.2.9 Customary
These are courts established essentially for themirastration of

customary law. In the then 19 states this court established in 17
states but exceptions were in the then Bendel miodstate.
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In Lagos state, the customary court is governethbycustomary courts
law. Under the law Attorney General for the stateempowered to
establish by warrant customary courts of a singéelg outside the city
of Lagos.

There is no provision for the establishment of cogry court in the
city of Lagos. Section 2 of the law provides thatuatomary court shall
consist of a president and at least two or four bemnas the case may
be (The president and 3 other members to tellifg (4

For the purpose of hearing any case in a custorsayt 2 or 3
members shall form a quorum where the court conéi8tor 5 members
respectively i.e. either the president and 2 othmmbers or the
president and 4 others members.

Customary Court members including the presidesetappointed by the
interim customary courts judicial service committeethe state.

Qualification for membership include:

a) He is a literate in English language.

b) He possesses at least primary and standard [\Micatdi or its
equivalent and suitable experience.

C) He is a native of the area of jurisdiction of thestomary court.

A customary court in a state has civil and crimipaisdiction in 2
classes of cases:

a) Matrimonial cases and other related matters betwmssisons
married under customary law.

b) Suits relating to guardianship and custody of ckidd under
customary law.

Jurisdiction over the following cases provided thenetary claimed or
the subject matter claimed does not exce&d\

a) Matters relating to inheritance upon intestacpd athe
administration of interstate estates under custypitaay.

The customary court has no jurisdiction in suchesashomicide,
treason, any other capital offence, rape, procumatiefilement of girls
and offences against the enactments relating toiafecrets.

Maximum punishment, which a customary court is ngpase, is as
follows:
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a) Imprisonment — as term of one month fine200l

Customary court has jurisdiction over all Nigeriamsder the general
supervision and control of the Ministry of Justafedhe state.

Customary court rules consists rules of practisg¢ arocedure in the
customary courts.

3.2.10 Area Court

Area Court exists in most Northern States of thdelrgtion. They are
established by warrant of the state chief judgey thave civil and
criminal jurisdiction as dictated by the edict &dihing them. They
particularly have unlimited jurisdiction in Matrim@l cases between
persons married under customary laws as well agessgoncerning
guardianship.

3.2.11 Juvenile Court

These are courts established for the trial of yoofignders as well as
for their relatives. These courts exist in the betnt part of the country,
they do not exist in Northern state, what existhia northern states is
normally treated under the children or young pessdaw, it has as it
substance the protection of the young person.

A child by this law is one who attends the age 4f(fburteen years)
young persons are those who have attended the fagd dut not
attended the age of 17 or 18.

The juvenile court is constituted by the Magistratging with other
members appointed by other appropriate authorities.

a) Juvenile Courts are not expected to be tried idipubhose that
are permitted to be there should have the pernmssior
example, the journalist. This is done because liiidren are not
supposed to mix up with the adult to avoid furtberruption.

b) No publication is expected to be made, but if itsmbe, the
authority responsible do this should avoid expogimg identity
of those involved (the children).

C) All alternative punishment should be sort for taldeith such
cases.

d) No death sentence is permitted.

e) It is not practicable in Nigeria.
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Self-Assessment Exercise 3.1

Present in a tabular formant, the types, compaesijurisdiction of the
courts operating in Nigeria.

40 CONCLUSION

The study of the different Courts in Nigeria by tteporter is both an
academic and professional exercise as it helps a&emnhis reports
exacting and rewarding.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt about the (1) thedkif courts operating in
Nigeria (2) the composition of the courts, (3) Kieds of cases that are
presented within such courts (4) the limitatioristtee courts in the

scope of cases handled by then. It is hoped thstexposure would

help the journalist approach his/her assignmerszomsibly.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Account for the kinds and scope of jurisdiction oburts
operating in Nigeria.

2. Discuss why the knowledge of these courts is esdefdr
journalism practice

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING

Elias, Teslim. A book on “Communication Law & kt&".
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The tort of defamation occupies a prominent plachligerian law as it
does in the laws of most African countries in whible common law
applies. The immediate post-independent period ilgefa was

characterised by vigorous political activity sugpdr by an articulate
and free press. It is significant that the plafatih defamation actions in
the early ‘60s’ included most of the leading pobdi personalities of the
time and that there was barely a national newspapdch was not a
defendant in at least one of such actions duriegp#riod.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

define defamation law

identify the types of tort of defamation
explain knowledge of Innuendo

study some cases.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 TheTort of Defamation

Defamation is concerned with injury to reputatie@sulting from words
written or spoken by others.

A defamatory statement may be defined as one, wbiulis to:

)] Lower the plaintiff in the estimate of the righirtking members
of the society or

1)) To expose him to shame, contempt or ridicule or

iii)  To cause other persons to shun or avoid him or

iv)  To discredit him in his office, trade or profession

V) To injure his financial credit.

The words contained of, must tend to injure thenplf/s reputation in

the minds of right thinking people generally notretg in the minds of a
particular section of the public. Any written gra&ken words which fall
within one or more of the five definitions listecoave may be
defamatory. The following are examples of stateséeld defamatory
by the Nigerian courts:

) That a medical practitioner had a fake degree drat he
exploited the public.

1)) That a public official was corrupt or had been sted on
suspicion of corrupt practices.

i)  That a legal practitioner had defrauded his clients

iv)  That a university lecturer had committed adulteithva female
student.

V) That a female teacher was a bad woman etc.

It may be noted at this point that there is andahpresumption that a
defamatory statement is untrue; but if the defehdan prove that the
statement is substantially true, it will have a ptete defence to an
action for defamation. This is the defence of fietion which will be
considered later.
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. Libd and Slander

There are two types of defamation:

(@) Libel
(b)  Slander
. Libel is defamation in a permanent form — the most commo

being written or printed words contained in a neaysy, a book,
a letter, a notice and etc. Defamation is alsa permanent form
if contained in a painting, a cartoon, a photograpistatue or a
film. Also by the defamation law of 1961, sectionCAP 32
Laws of Lagos State, which is identical to Secf the English
Defamatory Act of 1952, defamatory words contaiimea radio
broadcast are to be treated as being in a perméoremt

Television broadcasts are also within the ambithef sections,
which define words as including pictures, visuahgaes, gestures
and other methods of signifying meaning.

The Defamation Law of the Eastern States exprgsslyide that
broadcasting includes publication for general réoepby means
of a wireless telegraphy or television.

) Slander is defamation in transients form most often thiotge
medium of spoken words or gestures. It is sometiszed that
libel is addressed to the eye while slander is estdrd to the ear.
The differences between libel and slander is thhereas libel is
always actionable per say, and that is, withoutribed to prove
actual or special damage Slander is not actioradriesay except
in special cases.

3.2 Libel Actionable Per Say

This means that whenever a libel is published)athewill presume that
damage has been caused to the plaintiff's reputaima will award him
by way of compensation.

In case of NTHENDA VS. ALADE reported in 1974, 4 &E&Central
State Law reports (ECSLR) page 470, the plaintifiught an action
against the proprietor, the editor and a reportethe Lagos weekend
newspaper alleging that an article published in tlesvspaper was
defamatory of him. The defendants argued that taentgf's action
should fail, as he had not proved that he had sedfany actual damage
as a consequence of the publication. Judge rejetis contention
saying that in an action for libel, the plaintiféed not prove malice in
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law and need not prove that he has suffered anyalhdamage as a
result of the publication.

Both malice and damage are presumed from the @iiolicitself, in the
absence of lawful excuse. In case of WILLIAMS VSE®ST AFRICA
PILOT reported in 1961, NO 1, All Nigeria Law RepoPage 866 it
was held that once a publication has been founbetdibel, the law
acknowledges damages. See also the case of CARONERThe
Sketch Publishing Company Ltd, reported in 1979,a8 Reports of
Nigeria (LRN), pg. 276). The plaintiff is entitled recover a large sum
if, in a libel action, he can prove that he sufteaetual damage.

3.1 Exceptional Casesin Which Slander is
Actionable Per Say

Slander as we have seen is generally not actiomedslsay. This means
that no action will lie unless the plaintiff canope that he has suffered
some actual loss. For example that he has beenisdisd from his

employment as a result of slander. However, slarsdactionable per

say in the following cases, and so will have thaeesa&ffect as a libel:

) Imputation of Crime: It is slander actionable per say to allege
that the plaintiff has committed a criminal offenmenishable by
imprisonment. For e.g to call the plaintiff a thiéh the case of
AGOAKA VS. EJIOFOR, reported in 1972, 2 ECSNLR, B@9.
in that case for instance the defendant falselysaat the plaintiff
in a village gathering of having stolen his cocogathwas clear
from the evidence that the plaintiff had sufferedactual damage
and ANIAGOLU (J) held that the plaintiff was ergidl to recover
general damages for slander. Note that to be ailenper say,
there must be a direct assertion of the guilt. Aevadlegation of
suspicion is not sufficient and the crime allegedismbe
punishable corporally i.e by imprisonment etc. $&e case of
FARASHI VS YAKUBU, reported in 1970, Northern Nigar
Law Report, pg 17 where the plaintiff had commitedlltery
with defendant’s sister-in-law. Actual damage wasproved but
the court said: “It is well settled law that dareageed not be
proved where a person is accused of a crime”.

i) Imputation of Certain Disease: it is actionable per say to say
that the plaintiff is infected with certain infeatis or contagious
disease. Since this will tend to cause other psrgonshun or
avoid him.
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i) Imputation of Unchastity or adultery concerning any woman or
girl is actionable per say.

Iv) Imputation Affecting Professional or Business Reputation e.g
that a surgeon is incompetent, a banker is framduland
engineer has no technique, a lawyer knows no lawader is
insolent etc.

3.4 Special Damagein Slander

In cases of slander, which are not actionable ggrthe plaintiff, cannot
recover damages merely on account of his lossputagion. He will be

able to recover only if he can prove that he hdfesed some special or
actual damage. Special damage here means lossr@ynor of some
material or temporal advantage such as loss of @munt, loss of a
client, refusal of credit, loss of the hospitalioy friends who had

provided material things like food, drinks etc.

It is well established that words spoken as metgaruabuse or insult
are not actionable in slander. Whether particulards constitute
slander or mere vulgar abuse depends upon thenwtamces in which
they are spoken. In the case of BENSOH VS. WESRIEAN PILOT
LIMITED, reported in 1966 in Nigeria. Monthly Law &port IIl,
IKPEAZU (J) rejected the contention that a reporthie contention that
a report in the defendant’s newspaper to the effettthe plaintiff was
an idiot was mere vulgar abuse and not actionalblhat the plaintiff
must prove is libel and slander:

) That the words were defamatory

1)) That the words referred to the plaintiff

i)  That the words were published to at least one peosioer than
the plaintiff

3.5 Thelnnuendo
Innuendos in the law of defamation are of two types

) The True or Legal Innuendo
1)) The False or Popular Innuendo.

) True or Legal Innuendo: Here, the plaintiff contends that
although the words used are not defamatory on taeg, they do
convey a defamatory meaning to persons to whom trey
published because of certain special facts or mistances not set
out in the words themselves but known to thoseqmexs
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For instance, a statement that Mr X was a frequésitor to a
house at No. 10 Lagos Street is perfectly innoesnts face, but
it connotes other meanings, since it may be defanyat it was
published to other persons who knew the speci#s fhat No. 10
was the special Headquarters of prostitutes or @molgbers etc.

i) False or Popular Innuendo: Here the plaintiff contends that the
words are defamatory not because of any specratsit facts or
circumstances known to those to whom the words webdished
but because of some defamatory inference whichonede
persons generally would draw from the words thewesek.g. in
a caricature, nick name. A false innuendo goes feyboe literal
meaning of the word.

3.6 Defencesto Defamation

3.6.1 Judtification (Truth)

The defendant should not plead justification unlesshas good reason
to believe he will succeed as failure to establisb defences will
usually inflate damage awarded.

3.6.2 Fair Comment

On a matter of public interest based upon factdy tetated, made
honestly, and not actuated by malice.

3.6.3 Absolute Privilege

This is a complete defence to an action for libedlander however false
or defamatory the statement may be and howevercioadly it may
have been made. It arises in those circumstan@sasiproceedings in
the legislature or in a court of law. Where pulgaicy demands that
persons should be able to speak or write with atsdteedom without
fear or liability for defamation. This includesmmunication made by
one officer of state to another in the course sfdfficial duties.

3.6.4 Qualified Privilege

Both absolute and qualified privilege exists foe ttame fundamental
purpose and that is to give protection to persons make defamatory
statements in circumstances where the common cenen and
welfare of society demands such protection. But rehe absolute
privilege is limited to a few well-defined occassmualified privilege
applies to a much wider variety of situations iniethit is in the public
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interest that persons should be able to state thksthonestly believe to
be true without fear of legal liability.

The main difference between the two is that a pfegualified privilege
will be defeated if the plaintiff proves that thefendant in publishing
the words complained of was actuated by expresscenalhereas in
absolute privilege, the malice of the defendamntrédevant.

3.6.5 Malice

It destroys qualified privilege. See the case of ENV VS.
AMALGAMATED PRESS of Nigeria Ltd., reported in 199Tagos
Law Report, Page 6.

Salf-Assessment Exercise 3.1

I Distinguish ‘defamation’ from ‘libel and slander
. What are the three basic essential elemenetdrdation?
iii.  Why are there exceptions in slander that igscaable per say?

40 CONCLUSION

The role of the editor is relevant here. Techmycah law, he is liable
along with the writer for any libellous or seditoumaterial in his
newspaper. Care must therefore be taken to ambiidgements.

50 SUMMARY
In this unit, you have learnt that:

. Defamation generally covers any statement madednyesne
towards another person or what the person doed) tie
established intent to disparage, or cause a petsorbe
demeaningly estimated in the perception of righikimg people.

o Defamation manifest in two forms namely, libel atander

. Justification, Fair comment, privileges (absoluted aqualified
and malice can be pleaded as defences to defamation

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Comment on the necessity or otherwise of the lawefémation to the

practice of journalism in Nigeria. Not more thdmete pages, typewrite
or typeset on an A4 size of a paper.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The law of copyright is one of the most importaedislature provisions
that affect the journalists. The knowledge of suchlaw by the
journalist, helps him/her to avoid making claims @ivnership, of
creative works that are not rightly and originaiig or hers. This unit,
therefore, takes you, the reader, through the @sxisions of the law
of copyright in Nigeria. How the law affects yowill be best
understood after you might have completed the study

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

explain what copyright is

describe who is entitled to copyright

identify what is entitled to copyright

list the conditions that govern copyright entitlathe
identify situations in which copyright is infringed
describe action for infringement

determine duration of copyright.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Copyright Law: What it Means

The law of intellectual property protects thingdhieh are created by
people’s skill, labour and investment of time anohey. Parents protect
scientific developments and trademarks preventiuafivantage being
taken of the goodwill of establishing businessdse Taw of copyright
protects two kinds of copyright in books scripg.dt also protects the
investors who provide the technology necessaryréduyce broadcasts,
films and records. Copyright is the exclusive rigltuse materials in
certain ways. The law of copyright is importanfjdarnalists because it
determines what they can quote or use in their rtepdt is also
important to establish what rights a journalistwepaper or television
has to prevent others from exploiting their own kvand prevent other
from taking the benefit of it.

The Nigerian copyright law was governed by the 18@pyright Acts

until was replaced by a new copyright Acts of 198&day it is

governed by the copyright Acts, CAP 68 1990 laws.tl$e copyright
law in Nigeria confers on the copyright owner /teslthe exclusive right
to control inter-alia the reproduction, productiorgublication,

performance, broadcasting, adaptation and distobudf any of their

literary, musical, graphic and architectural wonksvorks in Nigeria. It

is therefore the exclusive right of the owner ofta® works, which

gualify, for protection to reproduce, communicate the public or

broadcast / translate, or adapt the whole work sutestantial part of the
work either in any other form, recognizably deriveaim the original.

The owner has a right to restrict others from usirsgwork in any form
without permission; unless such a user falls wittémtain recognized
exception which amount to fair dealing, e.g. reseearcriticism and
review. Copyright however, does not extend to idéas confined to
expression which are fixed in a definite / permanaedium, because
copyright has been defined as a right which fleathe air, only to
crystallize, clutch or fasten unto and protect amyk that satisfies the
conditions for eligibility.

3.2 WhoisEntitled to Copyright?

Under our law, certain categories of people arétledtto copyright.
These include; the owner, the author, the assigheedjkeness and the
government. The author of a work is the first owokthe copyright.
He is the person who actually writes, compiles, poses or draws the
work in question. Although the idea of the work ynhave been
subsisted by another. Where the work is thatjofra authorship. Then
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both of them are at the same time entitled to dgpyrprovided the
conditions stipulated by law are fulfilled.

By Section 9 sub-section 2 of the Copyright AciLle88, if the author of
a work was in the employment of some other persateua contract of
service, or apprenticeship, and the work was madée course of his
employment by that persons, he is neverthelestieghto copyright as
the first owner of copyright. Where any work haseb prepared,
published or made by or under the direction or ndf either the

government, state authority or prescribed inteomati authority, the
copyright in the work belongs in the absence of @mytrary agreement,
with the author.

3.3 What isEntitled to Copyright?

Sectionl of the Act stipulates the different kirafsworks eligible for
copyright. These are:-

) Literary works

1)) Musical works

i)  Artistic works

Ilv)  Cinematograph films
V) Sound recordings
vi)  Broadcast.

3.4 Conditionsfor the Entitlement

By the Act, both published and unpublished literanpsical or artistic
works are covered, but such works must first be:

) Original and
1)) Fixed in a definite medium.

3.5 Infringement of Copyright

By Section 14 of the copyright act, copyright ifiimged by any person
who without the license or authorization of the ewaf the copyright:

(@) Does or causes any other person to do an Act,dimg e@f which
is controlled by copyright.

(b) Imports into Nigeria, otherwise than for his prevair domestic
use any articles under which infringement takeselander (a).

(c) Exhibits in public in respect of which copyright isfringed
under (a).

125



JLS111 INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISV

(d) Distributes by way or trade, offers for sale, roreotherwise, or
for any purpose prejudicial to the owner of the yraght any
article in respect of which copyright is infringadder (a)

(e) Makes or has in his possession, plates, mastes,tapehines, or
used for the purpose of making infringed copiethefwork.

() Permits a place of public entertainment or of bessnto be used
for a performance in the public of the work. Whedie
performance constitutes an infringement of the dgpy in the
work; unless the person permitting the place tesbaised was
not aware and had no reasonable grounds for surspebat the
performance would be an infringement of the coprig

() Performed or causes to be performed for the puspose&ade or
business or as supporting facility to a trade airess any work
in which copyright subsists.

3.6 Action for Infringement

Section 15, sub-section 1 of the 1988 Copyrightgssts “subject to this
Act, infringement of copyright shall be actionalde the suit of the

owner, assignee or an examine licensee of the ightyas the case may
be in the Federal High court, exercising jurisdiotin the place where
the infringement occurred. And in any action facls an infringement,

all such relief by way of damages, injunction, agus or otherwise

shall be available to the plaintiff as is availabteany corresponding
proceedings in respect of infringements of othepgetary.

3.7 Duration of Copyright

Literary, musical or artistic works other than pgaphs last for 70
years after the end of the year the author diesifatite author was
government or body corporate then it is 70 yeatsrahe end of the
year, which the work was first published.

For cinematograph films and photographs, it lasts50 years after the
end of the year the work was first published. $aund recordings, the
duration is 10 years after the end of the yearrdwording was first
made. For broadcast, it is 50 years after the eindhe year the
broadcast first took place. With regards to Pentns rights, it is 50
years after the end of the year from which the grarance first took
place.

A reported case on Civil Remedies (as opposed imidal Remedies),
a civil course of action on infringement of copyrigarose in a Nigerian
case named?lateau Publishing Co. & Others Vs. Adophy Reported in
1986 for Nigerian Weekly Law Reports, Parts 33 & 3gage 205. In
this case which was finally decided by the Supré&verts, originated
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from the Federal High Court in Sokoto and was dguatard by the
Court of Appeal. The Plaintiff/Respondent (meartimg plaintiff was at
the lower court while the defendant lost at thedowourt) in an action
filed at the Federal High Court Sokoto, holden @, laimed against
the defendants N200.000 being damages for thengédment of his
copyright and N50,000 as special damages for timee safringement of
copyrights. He also claimed an account of all igomade in the
publication of the plaintiff's work and a perpetuajunction against the
defendants from any further sale use or dealingherplaintiff's work.
The work which was allegedly infringed in an asititled “After Tarka,
what Next”. Special Tribute”; written by the pl&aifi The plaintiff
alleged that he sent the article to the first dppélPlateau Publishing
Co. for publication, but it was not published. eTplaintiff again
alleged that the same article was subsequentlyighgol by the first
appellant under a different name of one Ymasin hes duthor and
without any license or authority from him at allhe said Ymasin was
sued as the Third Defendant, the publication wadkeisunday Sandard
of 4th May, 1980, and was headed “Lessons from diant A Tribute
Feature from Ymasin”. So the defendants were goedly by the
plaintiff/respondent. The first Appellant, PlateRublishing Company
Ltd. Pleaded in the statements of Defense thaptifdication was not a
reproduction of the article written by the plaiftibnd that the
publication was not the work of the plaintiff, antldat they did not
publish the plaintiff's work.

At the trial the first Appellant, being the PlateBublication Company,
led evidence to show that at the time of the palibm of the said
article, they did not know that copyright in thei@e existed in the
plaintiff/respondent. They sought refuge underti®ac12 of the
Copyright Act 1970.

The trial Court found the plaintiff guilty, awardedim N25,000

damages and N10,000 as additional damages. Tpetpal injunction

sought was also granted. On Appeal, the awardiditianal damage of
N10,000 was set aside, the Court of Appeal didinm&rfere with the

award of N25,000 damages. On further Appeal tdSilngreme Court, it
was held unanimously dismissing the Appeal amorerst that the
relief available to the owner of the copyright or infringement of the
Copyright under Section 12 of the Copyright Act @9i5 not damages
but an account of profits in respect of the infangent whether any
other relief is granted under the Section or not.
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Salf-Assessment Exercise 5.1

I What are the two fundamental reasons that qesalé& work that
exclusive right not open to others?

. What are the different kinds of works covereg the copyright
law?

40 CONCLUSLION

The journalist must be creative in his writing awbid contravening the
copyright law as this can affect his entire career.

50 SUMMARY
In this unit, you have learnt:

. That copyright protects intellectual works whicimé and money
must have been made.

o That originality of the creative work and, the fatiat it is
expressed in a recognizable and validated mediuexpifession
like article, drama etc.

. That copyrights lost of creative works such agrdity, musical,
artistic, cinema films, sound recording and broatica
programmes.

. That for a number of reasons, copyright is infrtigehen a

person (like the journalists) uses someone elsek wthout the
authorization of the owner.
o Copyright of any work has an expiration date.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Why does and should copyright matters concerndbmalist? Write a
page, typewritten or, typeset answer.
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