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INTRODUCTION

| welcome you to this class of ISL874: A Reader Ntuslim

Historiography: The Mugaddimah. This course is giesd for the
students in the postgraduate level of Islamicisgigprogramme. The
course provides an opportunity for students to mequa

comprehensive knowledge and understanding of tbeodefinitions
and concepts of Muslim Historiography as it appltesall climes

and times. Students who have gone through thisseonould be able
to analyze the importance of studying history aseillation to Muslims
and humanity in general. Students are also expeiiede familiar

with important texts and literatures in Islamic tdisography and be
able to internalize the ideas inherent in them.

This course guide provides you with the necessdoymation about the
content of the course and the materials you widchéo get yourself
familiar with for a proper understanding of the jgab matter. The
course is designed to assist you to have the lhefstio order for you

to be able to think like a scholar about Islamistbifiography and what
you have learnt in the course of your study andegdiger. It also gives
you some hints on the way to answer your tutor-mdr&ssignments
(TMASs). You will of course receive on-the-spot gaicte from your
tutorial classes, which you are advised to takenzagmce of.

In totality, these modules will provide you with portant slot in the
study of Historiography as a sub-field of Islamimdes which has
been with us for a long period of time. Studenti agquire a better
understanding to be able to apply the history ef liing past to the
contemporary situations.

WHAT YOUWILL LEARNIN THISCOURSE

Islamic Historiography open your eyes and gives tlwa opportunity
to have an in-depth understanding of what histdgng for in the
classical, medieval and contemporary periods. Thue modules treats
the theoretical aspect, it examines the medievdltha contemporary
concepts of Islamic Historiography. The key poimcludes; the
Muslims’ conception of history, the development tbe schools of
historiography in the medieval period and the statikey figures like
Ibn Khaldun.

STUDY UNITS
ISL874 is a 3-hour credit unit of 800 level coursder

Postgraduate Islamic studies students. There are rfdules in this
course. Module 1 is made up of three units, moQul®ur units,
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module 3 four units, while module 4 contains thtests respectively
making a total of 14 units in all. The four moduieshe
Course is as follows:

Modulel  Starting point: Understandinglslamic Historiography

Unit 1 what is Historiography?

Unit 2 Muslims’ conception of History

Unit 3 Historical Development of Historiography ang the early
scholars

Module2 IslamicHistoriographyinthe Medieval Period

Unit 1 Schools of Historiography in Madinah anddr

Unit 2 The place of Sirah and Maghazi literature Islamic
History

Unit 3 Ibn Khaldun: “Father” of Historical Writg

Unit 4 Historical writings and the ‘golden age’lsfam

Module3  Some Selected Muslim Historiographers

Unit 1 Muhammad ibn Ishaq (d. 151/761)

Unit 2 Intellectual consensus of al-Wagqidi (d.2@38 and Ibn
Sa'd (d. 230/845) Unit 3 Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Traba

Unit 4 The genealogies of al-Baladhuri

Module4  Historiography Inlslam and Western Culture

Unit 1 What are the sources of history?

Unit 2 Importance of History in the live of Contparary man

Unit 3 Muslims versus Western History: Where domeset?

Each module is preceded by a listing of the unisita&ined in it,

contents, an introduction; a list of objectives dhd main contents in
turn precedes each unit, including Self-AssessmErescises (SAES).
At the end of each unit, you will find one Tutor-Mad Assignment
(TMA) which you are expected to work on and subforitmarking.

Textbooks and References

At the end of each unit, you will find a list of lesant reference
materials which you may yourself wish to consultts need arises,
even though | have made efforts to provide you wite most
important information you need to pass this coursmwever, | would
encourage you, as a fourth year student to cudtivhie habit of
consulting as many relevant materials as you ate t) within the
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time available to you. In particular, be sure tosgt whatever material
you are advised to consult before attempting aeyase.

ASSESSMENTS

Two types of assessmentsare involvedinthecourSethdssessment
Exercises(SAES) andtheTutor-Marked Assignments (YMA
guestions. Your answers to the SAEs are not meabetsubmitted,
but they are also important since they give yowpaportunity to assess
your own understanding of the course content. Thtarked
Assignments (TMA) are on the other hand to be cédlsednswered and
kept in your assignment file for submission and kimy. This will
count for 30% of your total score in the course.

TUTOR-M ARKED ASSIGNMENT

At the end of every unit, you will find a Tutor-nkexd Assignment
which you should answer as instructed and put ur yssignment file
for submission. However, this course guide doesconatain any Tutor-
Marked Assignment question. The Tutor-Marked Assignt
guestions are provided from unitl of modulel td Grof module 4.

FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

The final examination for ISL874 will take 3 houmsd carry 70% of
the total course grade. The examination questiatisdefinitely bring
into fore the SAEs and TMAs you have already worked| implore
you to use your time judiciously by revising youonk between the
time you complete the last unit and the final exaation time, because
this would be of much benefit to you.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED FOR THIS COURSE

It is important to let you know that what you sedlion the history of
the Jahiliyyah period before the advent of Islam history of the Arabs
generally will be of immense benefits to you if yendeavour to revise
them. Secondly, you may need to purchase one or texds
recommended as Important for your personal use nfoarce your
knowledge of the course. You also need as a maifttct, a good and
conducive environment to study every week. | theuk this level
you are ideally expected to be computer-literagrnde you should be
prepared to visit important websites. At this leatdo, you are advised
to be a lover of libraries for consultations.

Vi
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FACILITATORSTUTORSAND TUTORIALS

There are fourteen (14) hours tutorials providedsupport of this
course. You will be told of the dates and locatminthese tutorials
together with the name and phone number of youortubr
facilitator as soon as you are allocated in to tarial group. Your
tutor will mark and comment on your assignments erahitor your
progress in this course. Make sure you send in yator-marked
assignments as prompt as possible and feel freertact your tutor in
case of any difficulty as regards your SAEs and WA in the grading
of your assignments. | advise you to always atté tutorials and
make sure you are always with a list of preparedstjons to the
tutorials and participate actively in the discussio

CONCLUSION

This course is theoretical in nature and outlook lbassure you that
you will get the best out of it only if you can nealextra effort to
complement what is on ground for you. Also, you |wienefit

more if you can relate what you have learned tocitnete mporary
situations.

SUMMARY

This course guide has been designed to furnish watln the
information you need for a meritorious experience this course.
Finally, whatever you are able to get from this rseudepends largely
on how much effort you put into it in terms of tirmed planning.

| wish you knowledge and understanding with a tesiilsuccess in
ISL874 and in the whole program.

vii
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MODULE 1

Unitl Understanding Islamic Historiography
Unit 2 Muslims’ Conception of History

Unit 3 Historical Development of

Historiography Among the
Early Scholars

UNIT 1 UNDERSTANDING ISLAMIC HISTORIOGRAPHY

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 What is Historiography?
3.2 Qur'anic Concept of History
3.3 History According to Ibn Khaldun
3.3.1 Prerequisites of a Historian
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This is Unit 1 of Module 1 of this course. It iscessary for you to
know what the course is about in its entirety. Ef@ne, this unit will
introduce you to the definition of historiographgrgrally as well as the
Islamic historiography specifically. It will alsxpose you to the
Qur’anic concept of history since the course isutlioe Islamic
historiography. In addition, you will be able taagp various meanings
of historiography according to some Islamic scholarthis field. This
includes Ibn Khaldun, who was an historian to tbeecHis submission
on the prerequisites of a historian, among othexslscussed in this
unit as well.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:
e define history and historiography literally and
technically
e identify the various definitions of history andaisiic
historiography according to the Islamic scholars
mention the Qur’anic concept of history
state the views of Ibn Khaldun on history



ISL 874 A READER IN MUSLIM HISTORKXY? THE MUQADDIH

e generate your own ideas of what history and
historiography is all about or should be.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 What is Historiography?

The New ¥ Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary defines
historiography as “the study of writing about hrsgto It also defines
history as “all the events that happened in th&' pdke past events
concerned in the development of a particular plagbject, etc.”, “the
study of past events as a subject at school oesity”, “a written or
spoken accounts of past events” and “record of sanghappening
frequently in the past life of a person, familypdace; the set of facts

that are known about somebody'’s past life”.

From the above definitions, it is cleared thatdnstgraphy centres on
history since it demands the study about the rescofdhistoric events
while history is about the events that have takanein the past which
may be centred on the development of a particuéarep subject or
individual and so on.

History has been defined according to the Islamimkrs as follow:

The word history is commonly referred to in Araldoguage as
“ta’rikh’ is derived from the Arabic worddrkh” which means
recording the times of an event and as stalkh” is actually the time
when a particular event took place.

Ibn Khaldun defines history as that which “refeyevents that are
peculiar to the particular age or race”.

According to the classic Arabic historiographerisis'knowledge
pertaining to a Country, customs and manners resy@ipeople of yore,
as well as an account of the actions of thosealive

Al-Kafiyaji, in his Al-Makhtaar fz %ilm al-ta’rikh defines ta'rikh” as
“linguistically, tarikh is the indication of time”. In the customary usage
and as a technical terntatikh” is the general fixation of time, for the
purpose of relating to it a time-section, eithetha past, the present or
the future”.
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Imam Abd al-Rahman al-Sakhawi submits tha@arikh is the indication
of time that serves for an accurate establishmiecitcumstances
affecting the transmitters of traditionsagith) and religious leaders. It
indicates dates of their birth and death, theinsioess of mind and
body, their travels and pilgrimages, their accuraicgt knowledge of
tradition, the degree of reliability and unreliatyilascribed to them and
similar matters”.

It acts as a discipline of knowledge ‘which inforosabout hour
heritage; which makes us conscious of our link& wdst; which makes
us aware of our origin; and which provides us witkense of direction
for the future’.

It can therefore be said that, history is a brawidearning which
investigates time-sections and circumstances gdnegan them, as well
as the circumstances which are connected with tlimgesection with a
view to their fixation as to time.

However, history is not studied for fun but to diger the strength and
weakness of the past, especially by the contempgemeration in
preparing soft landing for themselves and thewreiigenerations.

3.2 Qur'anic Concept of History

Qur’'an is the word of God which is regarded asfittse most authentic
available source in Islam. The Holy Qur'an confirinthat nothing is
left undiscussed in it (Qur'an 16 verse 89). Thisvhy some scholars in
a particular field always ascribe the Holy Qur'anaabook of their field.
Some claim it is a book of science others agregittisaa book of this or
that. But the overall belief is that it is a bodkgaidance in every field,
be it language, philosophy, devoution, sciencesphy, military,
governance, law and so on. The book also coversusevents of the
life of events that took place before the emergeridbe Prophet
Muhammad (SAW).

It also serves as record of life of the Prophet Mumad (SAW), it
records the battles fought by him and circumstancegich certain
commandments of Allah (SWT) were reviewed to himisTBook
directly references to all major development ine¢ley period of Islam
and process of its preservation, add to the hedbmmportance of the
Qur’an. Reading through the Qur'an which was res@ab the Prophet
(SAW), one can confirm that it stresses the impureeof relating what

3
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has happened to nations and civilizations of tkeasla warning for
mankind so that historical knowledge will serveaasoral exhortation
to the believers. The Quran states thus.

Have they not journeyed in the land and seen how
those before them met their end? They were
stronger than them in might, they cultivated the
land and built upon it more than they did. (30: 9)

Have they not travelled in the land to see theneatu
of the consequence for those who disbelieved
before them? They were mightier than thee in
power and (in the) traces (which they) left behind
them in the earth. Yet Allah seized them for their
sins and they had no protector from Allah. (Qur'an
40: 21)

3.3 History According to Ibn Khaldun

Ibn Khaldin’s book, ‘the Prolegomen#(gadimmal of
Ibn Khaldun’ discusses the purpose or value obhysits
kinds, and the errors into which historians fallileh
recording and reporting events. According to hime, t
purpose of history is to:

e analyse the past of man in order to understand his
present and future and not to arouse the curiosity
of the reader.

e describe the story of human civilisation and not
merely to narrate the stories of kings and dynsastie
or prepare the chronicles of wars and pacts.

The book is essentially the record of human sociésy
growth and decay, under different geographicalnenac,
political, religious and other cultural conditions.

The author, Ibn Khaigh also calls attention to a number of
pitfalls into which the historians are liable torsible while
he was discussing the scientific method of his#dric
research some of which are:

e poetic exaggeration,
¢ inability to place an event in its proper context,
e partisanship towards a creed or an opinion,
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over- confidence of one's resources,
mal-observation,

drawing analogies on superficial resemblances,
temptation to win the favour of royal or high-radke
personages, etc.

3.3.1 Prerequisites of a Historian

According to Ibn Khaldun, a historian is expected t

have developed an insight into the laws governing
the structure of human society and its
transformations.

He should have a scientific approach towards the
understanding of historical changes. These should
not be explained away as had been done in the past
merely by alluding to the accidents of nature sash
earthquakes, floods, sandstorms, epidemics, etc.,
important though they may be. Nor should the great
changes in history be explained away with reference
to divine interventions. Ibn Khailesh seems to have
no faith indeus ex machine.

The historian should be biased by no speculative or
theological prepossessions.

He is required to base his explanations strictly on
some empirical evidence, i.e. his own observations
and experiences and those of others.

While searching for the causes of historical change
he should carefully look into the Climatic, territd,
occupational, economic, social, religions and other
cultural conditions of the people under singly.

Ibn Khalidun submits that both history and socigl@age
cognate sciences in which he considers the study of
sociology as necessary, prelude to the study ¢bryisHe

has a keen realisation of sociological laws govegrihe
course of history. He was the first to state thkses
clearly and show their practical application.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
1. Mention the prerequisites of a historian sugggesty Ibn Khaldun.
2. To your own understanding, define history arsddniography.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

History and Historiography have been defined litgrand technically
in this unit. History has to do with all that happee in the past while
historiography is all about the study of writingoaib history. Many
Islamic scholars have also defined history or hisgwaphy based on
their understanding of the subject. Scholar like Khaldun has made
a significance study about history and suggesteteswrerequisites for
a good historian. However, history or historiognaghnot studied for
fun but for the purposes such as to reinforce tsitipe events of the
past, correct the negative of the past in the estesf both the present
and future generations, leading to the developroktite society. The
Holy Qur’an is the basic source in studying histonhistoriography.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, an attempt is made to define histand
historiography in order to make the study cleathe readers
of this course material. It has also been reitatdateat the Holy
Qur’an urges the believers to travel over the latadsonfirm
the events of the past in respect of various pastegations and
nations that have been destroyed by Allah due &rth
transgressions and disobedience to Allah’s commamim
This historic tendency will inspire the believerstike proper
records of history in order to implement the comuasuof

Allah and follow the guidance of His Apostle andwasll make
them to avoid those historic attitudes that ledhe destruction
of the past generations/nations, or to make themaim the
obedient past generations or nations which Allavofaed.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Ibn Khalidun was a historian to the core. Explain.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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UNIT 2 MUSLIMS’ CONCEPTION OF HISTORY
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Muslims’ Conception of History
3.2 Matters Arising from Muslims’ conception oftory
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

| assume you have gone through the course guidksol believe you
have familiarised yourself with the introductory seage to module 1.
This unit is the second of the three divisions wit in this module. The
main focus of this unit is to enable you to idgntiuslims’ conception
of history as explained in the Quran and the naiton received
through the best example of the Prophet. This timirefore, forms the
basic reasons why Muslims engage in the art obhaggraphy. | hereby
implore you to give it the necessary attentiore@rves.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o identify the various definitions rendered by sch®lto explain
the concept of Muslim Historiography

o state the Muslims 'conception of history and wheihiorce the
conviction to generate historical records

) state some general observable attributes of aljitren ideas

o generate ideas of your own from the message ofQbgan

concerning the people of the past.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  Muslims Conception of History

Before writing of any human history, consideratisrusually given to
the philosophy on which the history will be bas&tie choice of the
kind of materials to be put in place by any historbefore writing is
under normal circumstances determined by his ownogphical

8



ISL 874 A MODULE 1

background or outlook. You can imagine an Ibo mad a Yoruba
wanting to write about the genealogy of the Yorutaee. Both
approaches and outlook will definitely take differeshapes. This
instance is also applicable to the Muslim histaidooth of old and
recent. Unlike the western conception of historyhiock denies the
existence of a divine being in the constructionhastory, Muslims
conception of history is directly connected witheith faith in the
existence of a Supreme Being Who created the heaaed the earth
from time immemorial. This understanding of the Mlgphenomena is
not just a given but through the divine guidancehs noble Prophet
Muhammad who was sent with the message of the Quvteerein the
faithful are enjoin to reflect on the people ofiguity.

The holy Quran, through the mouth and example ¢ Prophet
stressed the importance of relating what has hagupém nations and
civilizations of the old as a warning for mankind that historical
knowledge will serve as a moral exhortations to liedievers. The
Qur’an states thus:

Have they not travelled in the land to see theneatfi the consequence
for those who disbelieved before them? They wemghtrer than thee in
power and (in the) traces (which they) left behineim in the earth. Yet
Allah seized them for their sins and they had natgmtor from Allah.
(Qur'an 40: 21)

The Qur'anic vision of history rests upon a certeamception of time
and space and a certain style to express that pboee Islam and
history are synonymous; ‘it was God who called yduslims from
days of old’ (22: 78). The human community is addesl the
community of the centre which came into being tiglothe creation of
Adam. After that, the Qur'an pans over a landscapere time is less a
chronology than continuum, Abraham, Moses, Jesus Maohammad
(AS) are all described in a grammatical tense whnh is tempted to
call the eternal present. The whole of historyresspnt at once to God,
within this design events are arranged in clustespetitive in form.
This indicates that the Qur’anic tale is closefunction and meaning to
a case in point, a parable than it is to a storgasrative. The Qur’anic
common way of narrative or introducing a discousbeut the past is
usually, ‘As when’ Joseph or ‘as when Mose’. Thessuggesting an
extended moral example or paradigm which is oftepeated with
only minor changes to suit the moral at hand. TovkiGsod is among
other things, to recognize the overwhelming evidgeat His presence
in the past; the Qur'an states further thus:

Have they not journeyed in the land and seen hamsetbefore them
met their end? They were stronger than the min thidjey cultivated
9
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the land and built upon it more than they did. @0:

The advent of Islam paved the way for the growtthistoriography in
Arabia. The abundance of historical data in theyHQUran provided
the followers of Islam with an incentive to studigthry. The learned
discourses of the Holy Prophet of Islam were alwaysctuated with
historical references to the past, which awakenednterest hitherto
unknown, for historiography, among the adherentghef new faith.
History has always been considered as the mostriangosubject in the
educational curriculum of Muslims. A thorough kneadfe of history
was essential for princes, ministers and schollke.aNo education
was considered to be complete without a detailedkdgraund of
history. Even the soldiers were taught the histdryhe rise and fall of
different nations especially that of the Muslim s

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Discuss the important factors that reinforce theshs’ perception of
history.

3.2  Matters Arising from Muslims’ conception of history

So far in this unit, you will agree with me that Mims conception of
history is basically dependent on the understandihghe challenges
put forward by the Quran. In other words, it isethslamic faith
that defines Muslims’ concept of history. As a €ntdof history,
therefore, you may wish to note the following asptions:

o That the holy Qur'an is filled with abundance higtal accounts
which serves as an incentives to its followerdaolg history

° That it is common with the Quran to start any tigtal
narration with ‘as when...” or ‘just as when’.

o That the stories narrated in the Qur’'an is sugggstn extended

moral example or paradigm which is often repeatdith wnly
minor changes to suit the moral at hand.

o That the Quranic vision of history rests upon artaie
conception of time and space projecting man asnth& actor
and a certain style to express that conception.

o That, Muslim historians were highly influenced Ine tworldview
of rendering service to Islam by studying and wgtihistory
because, to them, the Overriding aim of studyirsgdny is purely
moral and ethical.

10
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

The Art of history is ordained by God based on tQaranic
postulations. Discuss.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The Muslims’ perception of history is reinforced byheir
understanding of the message

of the Qur'an which is filled with stories of thex@ent past starting
with Adam down to Muhammad in a successive maridased on the
Muslims’ understanding of the Qur’an, the purpo$etady history is
for the establishment of justice and good morahditeg on the surface
of the earth. It was based on this conviction tearly Muslim
historians such as al-Mas’ud, al-Biruni and Ibn uBatembarked on
their numerous journey around the world. Much abswhe of these
figures will be discussed later in the subsequaitt u

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, an attempt is made to make clear Muslconception of
history. You have been made to realize that hist®iyrdained by God.
The instructions in the Qur’an to travel over thads and see what has
befallen the nations and civilizations of the pa#tforces the Muslims’
understanding of the concept of history and thastatto put it down
for record purposes.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Submit a two-page write- up (A4, 1% spacing) whergou give a
detail account of factors that foster the Muslimshception of history.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
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UNIT 3 HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF
HISTORIOGRAPHY AMONG THE EARLY
SCHOLARS

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Historical Development of Historiography Amorige
Early Scholars
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

| assumed you have gone through the course guidisolbelieve you

have familiarized yourself with the introductory $sage to module 1.
This unit is the last of the three divisions of tuim this module. The

main focus of this unit is to enable you to know thistory behind the
development of historiography in Islam. This utlierefore, serves as
the heart of the discourse in the whole courserely use this medium
to implore you to give it the necessary attentiareserves.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you will to be able to:

° state the historical origin of Islamic historioghgp

o state the Muslims’ conception of history and whahforce the
conviction to generate historical records.

o state some general observable attributes of aljitren ideas

o generate ideas of your own from the message ofQQbgan

concerning the people of the past.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Historical Development of Historiography amongthe Early
Scholars

The advent of Islam paved the way for the growtlistoriography in
Arabia. The abundance of historical data in theyHQuran provided
the followers of Islam with an incentive to studigtbry. The learned
discourses of the Holy Prophet of Islam were alwpysctuated with

13



ISL 874 A READER IN MUSLIM HISTORKXY? THE MUQADDIH

historical references to the past, which awakenedngerest hitherto
unknown, for historiography, among the adherentthefnew faith. In
the initial stages, historical events were mostynmitted to memory
which led to differences in the reports of the sapeeches and events.
For example, the well-known oration of Hajjaj biruaf, on his first
entry into Kufa has been differently reported byiaas historians. But
later on, with the appearance of celebrated haterilike Wagidi,
Baladhuri, Dinawari and Tabari large volumes of tdng were
compiled. The works of some of these great hisébmainds have been
translated into European languages. One of the ipesrh western
historians in person of George Sarton says in adioreto the Muslim
historians that; "The main task of mankind was aggeshed by
Muslims."

When Islamic Arabic scholarship begins in earnasthe early years
following the death of the Prophet, it took as lagg both gahilli and
a Qur'anic manner of interpreting nature, man amdet What the
earliest scholars shared in common was an ArabraNear-Eastern
heritage, now overlaid by the Quranic text andoélthis accompanied
a radical change in political fortunes. To starthwthousands who had
accompanied, met or seen or heard the prophetnaveplunged into a
world conquest. Humble men of Arabian origins foutiemselves
ruling the richest provinces of Persia or Byzantivapidly becoming
the successors of the great emperors of antiquity.

The shadow of the Prophet fell across these earmtsmoved forward

to lengthen in the eyes of his followers. The eatlisocial hierarchy
among Muslims began to emerge; it was upon seyioritmbracing

Islam (sabigal), the determintion of which was an open invitatitan

historical inquiry. With the growing image of therophet, it was

followed by growing fortunes of the Islamic empitdowever, here,

great conquests and empire building were mixed wiith wars that led

to calamities. The painful birth of the early engpwas the single most
Important motive for the emergence of Islamic histgraphy. There are
lots and lots of historical records in terms of itarly conquests and
religious setbacks. The pious scholars of the dalymic communities

in Syria, Iraq and Hijaz had many historical exa@spto hand and
strong motives to record them. Within fifty yeansswo, these examples
could be drawn from across a wide expanse of lamdisregions, once
parts of hostile empires and now united and alloteechingle regularly

and freely. To these scholars, the life of Muhammvad a total triumph,
but the triumph of his community was less than ltofehere are

echoes here of the Quranic view, perceptible tgoae who cares to
listen and understand. One can probably conclude Hhieat this

ambiguity of significance is a powerful stimulamt the rise of any
historiography tradition.
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It is not an over-statement to say that the windclohnge was very
rapid. Many fast and drastic changes must have bgeeezed into the
life time of someone like Mu’awiya ibn Abi Sufyad.(60/680). Given

his crowded life, the reports which make him out lte the first

systemic patron of Islamic historiography seem itledTo the fast
tempo of dramatic change one must add the impastariche very

early adoption of a dating system i.e thgri, which was initiated by
the second caliph of Islam (Umarbn Khattab), amew¢ considerable
scholarly as well as administrative achievemenssanh, therefore,
remain the fastest religion to provide itself watlchronology. With this
chronology the temporal scaffolding of Islamic cuét was now in place.

The society in which this first half century of stéwship began was
massive. In different regions, different relationbtained between
conquerors and conquered. In Syria, stability wasnsachieved and
the two settled down to co-exist, dialogue, ocaaaioworship

together and polemics. In Irag, on the other hautjety was more
easily recognizable as subservient to a conquerlags. The tribes
arrived in Iraq in bulk and settle down in their mwamp cities as
Muslim neighbours but also as Arabian rivals. Therebucratic
structure was rigid and tended to strengthen titbexttity. In Hijaz, the

twin cities of Makkah and Madinah were soon ovestalh importance
by their northern sisters, Damascus, Kufa and Basidter an initial

and short period of prosperity, they leaned to lagcihed carefully and
perhaps kept deliberately underdeveloped. Thesecities became a
home of lost causes for the many pretenders toesuprpowers,
defeated politically and militarily, Makkah and Madh reared their
aristocratic heads.

These differences undoubtedly affected the colgyristructure and
pre-occupations of early Islamic scholarship, idahg historical
writing. Early-lraqi literature paid much attentiom tribal lore, Hijazi
to aristocratic and religious tradition, Syrianaocient histories. Tribal
history, sacred history and world history were linikelihood the three
initial shades of interest that evolved from the-pccupations of the
ruling elites of these three societies. It is daags to overrate regional
factors since scholarship was undertaken by mobdbkolars who
cannot often be identified with only one region.the studies of the
Quranic and prophetic teachings a pan-Islamic ésters in evidence
from the outset and eventually these regional ritbns were no
longer valid even for historical writing. In a selar for origins,
however, these initial differences of shade shdugd kept in mind
because they illustrate the extent to which eaidyohography received
different motivation from differing environments. $hould be noted
that the three areas of historical curiosity cam® ibeing under the
shadow of Hadith. In view of the above, the ariviting history in the
21
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lands of Islam can probably be said to be systeamit gradual in its
development.

SELF-ASSESSMENTEXERCISE

The art of writing history started with a figuredwmn as Mua'wiya b.
Abi Sufyan. Discuss.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The historical development of historiography amoting Muslims

travels through different stages and regions; inaSynd its suburbs, in
Iraqg and in the Hijaz. Regional factors become irtgd in the

development of historical writings especially dgyitne first century of
Islamic era as well as the medieval times. In tiaise, you may wish to
note the following for you proper understandingtioé importance of
regional development of historiography:

That the differences in the style of documentataod writing based on
region undoubtedly affected the colouring, struetuand pre-
occupations of early Islamic scholarship, includmgforical writing.

That Early-Iraqi literature paid much attentionttibal lore, Hijazi to
aristocratic and religious tradition, Syrian to i&mt histories.

Tribal history, sacred history and world historyreveén all likelihood
the three initial shades of interest that evoluendnfthe pre-occupations
of the ruling elites of these three societies.

It is rather risky to overestimate regional factensce scholarship was
undertaken by mobile scholars who cannot ofterdeatified with only
one region.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, an attempt has been made to taketlyaaugh the historical
stages of the development of historiography innstascholarship. You
have just been told that the whole exercise to@celin about three
regions where early Muslims showcasise importance of putting
history down in black and white. The attempt made the early

scholars to search for origins, however, showsedkfices in their
approach. These initial differences of shade shdaddkept in mind

because they illustrate the extent to which eadyohiography received
different motivation from differing environmentst should also be
noted that the three areas of historical curiosétyne into being under
the shadow of Hadiths.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Submit a two and a half page assignment (A4, 1%isgain which
you trace the historical stages of Islamic histgraphy.
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MODULE 2 ISLAMIC HISTORIOGRAPHY IN THE
MEDIEVAL PERIOD

The aim of this module is to take you through histd analysis of the
period after thefirst century of Islam. In other rd® you will be
introduced to the times of the followersl§i'in) of the rightly guided
caliphs. You will also learn about the followers tbe followers {abi
tabi’'in) and the period prior to the contemporary times.

In this module, which is made up of four units, ywili equally learn
about how the medieval Muslims tried in terms of #rt of historical
writings and how they were able to achieve remdekémndmark for
Islam as a way of life. In the first unit, you wbke acquainted with the
schools of historiography in this period. The setaonit addresses the
place of Sirah and Maghazi literature in Islamibdarship, the third
units takes you through the contribution of lIbn Khm in reshaping
historical writings while the last unit focuses tme ‘golden era of
Islam. After taking you through the four units,dsame you will have
course to appreciate the unrivalled legacy leftifeklby early Islamic
scholars.

The four units that constitute this module are tagcally linked and so,
at the end of this module, you must have refresfed memory on
what really happened in the medieval period ancceptualize it with
contemporary situations. In other words, the usitdivided into as
follows:

Unit 1 Schools of Historiography In Madinah dnab
Unit 2 The Place of Sirah And Maghazi Literature ians
Unit 3 Ibn Khaldun as the Father of Historiography
Unit 4 Historical Writings and ‘Golden Age’ of kin

UNIT 1 SCHOOLS OF HISTORIOGRAPHY IN MADINAH
AND IRAQ

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Schools of Historiography in Madinah and Iraq
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

| believe you have gone through the course guiddsd believe you
have familiarized yourself with the introductory $sage to module 2.
This unit is the first of the four divisions of thenit in this module.
The main focus of this unit is to enable you tontifg Muslims’
efforts towards ensuring that proper and correfdrmation were put
down for generations as reference point. This uhgyefore, may be
regarded as part of the heart of this course.dlheadvise you to give it
the necessary attention it deserves.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o appreciate the unrivalled legacy left behind bylyediuslim
scholars

o distinguish between the medieval and the claspeabds

o situate the early scholars’ position to the conterapy situations

o bring the schools of historiography to mind all timees.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  Schools of Historiography in Madinah and Iraq

The city of the Prophet Al-Madinah al-Mawnvarah serves as the capital
of the caliphate during the first forty years afalsic state including the
time of the Prophet himself. It was during this ipdrthat the early
Muslims commenced the art of history writing. Asuyare aware, that
the holy Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet fothes major
sources of Islamic Jurisprudence and so, they botistitute the source
of historical writing. Some companions of the Prepland Tabi'un
(followers of the companions) saw a great neecha dollection and
compilation of the sayings and practices of thepRed hence they
started collecting both the written and the mensatiform from the
transmitters. During the course of the collatitrese scholars developed
critical methods of ensuring accuracy of the repOrie of the methods
employed waslsnad (scrutinizing the chain of transmitters); this
explains the immense change which appears fromntioaent in the
character and accuracy of historical informatioroagst the Arabs.

Similarly, this method was extended to the studyhef Qur'an through

a standard known ddutawatir. Mutawatiris refers to as the recitation
of the content by a large number of people in & fieneration to a
great number of people in the second generatiorsarwh and so forth
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to ensure accuracy through numerous, identicalsingssions. The
search for authentic, reliable, and honest tratemiby the scholars of
Hadith made them developed critical methods; thethwd involves

investigating and recording biographical informatmn the transmitters
including individual character and the likelihoodf dnaving been

opportune to meet the Prophet or the companionghefProphet or

their followers. These studies form the nub of bhegraphical genus
which included studies of the lives of the compasiof the Prophet as
models for Muslims in terms of character and falththis regard, the
history of the early Muslims and the military cangres of the Prophet
were collected and preserved for future information

The aim of the school of historiography in Madinah therefore, to
preserve only the authentic and accurate histomeaérials.

Among the early scholars of Madinah includes thioviong; Aban
ibn  Uthman (22-105A.H), ‘Urwa ibn al Zubayr (23-94#,
Muhammad b. Muslim ibn Shihab al- Zuhri (51-124A.8h Ishaq (d.
151A.H), Muhammad b. Umar al Wakidi (130-207 A.Hhda
Muhammad ibn Sa’'d (d. 230). It should be noted that Ishaq
represent a second century historian of the scloddadinah and he
was able to broaden the conception of sirah toudel events from
prophecy back to the creation. The historians ofdMah introduced
the method of Isnad (chain of authority of narrafomn the second and
third Islamic century in order that the historicalorks were criticized
in accordance with the set
standard.Particularly,twoimportantfeatureswereditntedtotheschoolof
Madinah, they are; the travelogue (Rihla) geramed the biographical
compendium.

On the other hand, the school of Iraq was idemwtifigth the record of
tribal tradition, based on the historical writingsyas developed in the
stronghold towns of Kufah and Basrah in Iraq. Thethmd employed
in putting down historical data was mainly basedoal traditions; the
identity of an individual is associated with theeds of prominent
ancestors and martial exploits. Consequently, degeal genus
emerged from this source whereby various tribes eldged

specialization in it and also in poetry which digiiished and
embroidered accounts of events and aided memoryin@uthese

periods, this collection of information served wais purposes;
firstly, it assisted in projecting the importanck extended family or
tribe in the social realm, though, the Islamic atc of Ummah

(community of believers) had taken precedence trieal attachment.
This method also re-established the pre-Islamicticoity and the

interest in tribal histories continued during thisriod. Notonly that,
the method serves asa springboard on which diffevarring groups
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launched their attacks one specially during theigsie between Al
and Mu’awiyah. The institution of the Diwan withsitists of those
entitled to state pension also gave importance mportance to
genealogical histories.

In the lands of Islam, Arabic became tirggua franca,this led to the
development of philological studies of Arabic pgetind various tribal
dielects. Among Iraqgi scholars of repute in thisriget were the
following; al Kalbi, Abu Ubayda, Hisham b. Muhammald Kalbi (110-
209A.H).

During the third century of Hijrah, the literary teties received
impetus with the increasing standard of materiatsthe introduction of
the use of paper. The introduction of paper, suleseiy at about 750,
or the beginning of the Abbasid dynasty, made bissihe large
quantity of literary production that had not beerers in the literary
history of the Mediterranean world before. In theaf analysis, the
Basrian Ali b. Muhammad al- Mada’ini (d. 225 A.Hgpresents a
bridge-builder of both the Madinah and Iragi sclsoduring the third
century in to what the scholars calls; “a commagldfiof interest in
historical studies and in common historical viewd(ith this effort of
his in the historical development, the discernibiaits in the two
schools ceased to exist. Materials from both hawenb since
synthesized into general and universal historieme Oof the
distinguished scholars who epitomized this trend wamad b. Yahya
al-Baladhuri (d. 279 A.H), he brought to the linghli the oral and
written account so fear lier generations, weavoggther a coherent and
balanced account.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Identify other scholars who have made significamtdbutions in the
synthesization of historical writings during thedreval period.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The two schools of historiography that were baseldath Madinah and
Irag represent the epitome of Islamic scholarshtipgave room for
diversification of knowledge without favor or prédjaes. It is clear
from the above exposé that the introduction of uke of paper in the
third century of Islamic scholarship marked theriglos period of
literary production that had never been witnessedore in the
history of the Mediterranean world. As a studentistory, you will

also agree with me that the efforts put forwardtlhg early scholars
remain unrivalled till this period.
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5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, effort has been made to take you ufgiothe historical
efforts of the early scholars in terms of taking tiistorical records to a
greater height in both cities of Madinah and Irdqu have been made
to see that the field of Islamic knowledge is watel accommodative of
different views and opinions. In other words, ritydof opinion is
unknown to Islamic scholarship.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Submit a two-page essay (A4, 1% spacing) wherein trace the
historical development of historiography in the teities of Madinah
and Iraq and state what is peculiar to each of them

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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UNIT 2 THE PLACE OF SIRAH AND MAGHAZI
LITERATURE IN ISLAM

CONTENTS
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5.0 Summary
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

| believe you have gone through the course guiddsd believe you
have familiarised yourself with the introductory seage to module 2.
This unit is the second of the four divisions oftun this module. The
main focus of this unit is to enable you to identiie place of Sirah
and Maghazi literature in Islam and Muslims’ effotbwards ensuring
that proper and correct information were put down dgenerations as
reference point. This unit, therefore, may be régdras part of the
heart of this course. | hereby advise you to divlea necessary attention
it deserves.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o appreciate the unrivalled legacy left behind bylyediuslim
scholars

distinguish between the medieval and the claspeabds
situate the early scholars’ position to the conteragy situations
bring the schools of historiography to mind all timees.

know the place of Sirah and Maghazi literature starmic
scholarship.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Place of Sirah and Maghazi Literature in lam

The holy Prophet Muhammad remains the best workéneo message
of the Qur’an through his perfect examples. HehteSunnahforms an

identity with the Quranic directives about historyust like the
Prophets who came before him, the Prophet usuakyl yparables and
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stories from the past to draw important lessorteach his companions.
In other words, history is synonymous with the ragesof the Qur’an.
The place ofSirah in Islamic literature is therefore significant tois
study for your proper understanding of the subpeatter. Before we go
further, it is important to let you know the meaminf Sirah as an
Islamic terminology.

Sirah is an Arabic word that denotes ‘condition’, ‘formi{ also
implies ‘biography’, which in turn meaning ‘condycbr ‘manner of
living’ of an individual. The Sirah serves as the major source of
information concerning the life and deeds of théyRrophet. It was
put together by the early chroniclers. T8e&ah literature includes a
variety of materials such as political treatiselitamy enlistments, and
assignments of officials which were recorded bycsssive generations
of Muslims just like how the recording of the Hdwd#nd the Sunnah of
the Prophet came into being.

Moreover, the desire to really know the personatitythe Prophet in
detail ignited the search to have the minutestrmédion about his
personal life and habits. Muslims have realized tmportance of
following him into details even before the injurctifrom the Qur’an
endorsing him as the best example for mankind. dditen to the
search for the personality of the Prophet, there avgreat improvement
in the search for historical data about his time, dompanions and in
all the events in which they participated. The datogical arrangement
of these reports may be said to have taken pladeermiddle of the
first century Hijri ) at exact time when the attention of the learneth m
of Madinah were on Hadith gathering and collectidnshould be
made clear here, that at the early stage; the tdtaghazi was
loosely used to mean both tB&rah and the military campaign. It
was at later stage that the two terms became gepafeom each
others. You remember we have mentioned earlier do@ to the
interlink nature ofSiraMaghaziliterature; it is interesting to state that
the collectors of Hadith were at the same timecthrapilers ofmaghazi
The termMaghaziis used in Islamic literature to denote “campaigrits”
is refers to as the records of the military campsigmbarked upon by
Prophet Muhammad against the enemies of Islam anprdtect the
newly founded Islamic state in Madinah. Those cagms were
necessary and inevitably fought against those Wlesse actions and
utterances were hostile to the growth of Islam #mel peaceful co-
existence of the people living under the new Istamtate. It is
important to state that all the campaigns wereiedrout after the
migration of the Prophet from Makkah to Madinah.

At the earlier stageMaghaziliterature was only concerned with the
battles fought by the Prophet and his companiomsgiwalso included
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expeditions for exploration purpose within the domaf Islamic state.
Later on when the tentacle of the message of Isl@s reaching far
beyond the shores of Arabian Peninsula, detaitb@events that led to
the triumph then became an integral part of theomd There was the
need for the accurate records of events and mqgsbriantly the chief
actors in the events; their live stories, the waygl ananner of their
conversion to Islam and their personal relationshifh the Prophet
were documented. This record became an archive frdmch later
historians developed their chronicles. These rgpoould only be seen
in later works as quotations, the validity of whicould only be
ascertained through the unbroken chain of reportersay interest you
to mark the following names of the compilers of Magi literature;

Aban ibn Uthman (b.lS-éBH.), ‘Urwah ibn al-Zubayr ibn al-
‘Awwam (26- 94H.), Shurahbil ibn Sa'd (d.123H.), Wahb ibn
Munabbih al-Yamani (34-110H.), Abd Allah ibn ‘AbuaRr ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Amr ibn Hazm (d. 130/135H.) and mantlgers that
includes; Musa ibn ‘Ugbah (55-141H.), Ma’'mar ibnsRal(96-154H.)
and Muhammad ibn Ishaq (85-150/151H.). the mostfarof the last
three names was Muhammad ibn Ishaq probably bedassgork the
kitab atMaghaziedited by Ibn Hisham (d.218H.) was brought to us in
its complete form or may be because he was the thrglace Islam
and its direct recipients in the scheme of univehsstory. He was
also said to have contributed to a large extentbringing the
knowledge ofMaghaziin particular and historiography in general to
a greater height. The success he recorded lastedemburies to the
extent that his work became the reference poinhi®isuccessors and
he indeed played a decisive role on the future Idpweent of
Sirah Based on the above exposition, you will agrednwiie that the
place of Sirah and Maghazi cannot be over-emphasized within the
framework of Islamic literature because they bathves as the fuel to
the engine whereby the Islamic histories were pgether.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Identify other compilers oMaghaziknown to you apart from the ones
given in the essay.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The records of the life of the Prophet and his tami campaigns
became important as soon as the Prophet and hipazooms settled
down in Madinah; their new abode where they fourdge and love. It
all started with personal history of the Prophetl dms companions’
ways of live and expeditions for the developmentisiam within

Arabian soil; it later grew to become records oér@g in line with the
actors involved and the circumstances that led doheevent in a
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chronological order as soon as the message of Istarted spreading
beyond Arabian shores. It is interesting to tellyhat the urge to
collect and record the words and deeds of the Rto@md his
companions began in the middle of the first centdu).

5.0 SUMMARY

So far in this unit, effort has been made to tate through the place of
Sirah and Maghazi in Islamic literature. You haweib told how it all

began within the premises of Madinah by those Nhslivho felt the

need for putting down the Prophet’s sayings andisléecluding those
of his companions. An interesting issue is how tkeords of the

military campaigns embarked upon by the Prophetrasdtompanions
were later expanded through the expansion of Islaenritories.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Write a concise essay of not more than two pages (A2 spacing)
where you trace the historical development of Sieatd Maghazi
literature from the first century of Hijrah to ttiene of Muhammad Ibn
Ishag.
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UNIT 3 IBN KHALDUN: THE “FATHER” OF HISTORICAL
WRITING

CONTENTS
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3.1 Ibn Khaldun: The “Father” of Historical Wrign
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

| am aware of your understanding of the messag¢acwmd in the
course guide. | also believe you have familiarizedrself with the
introductory message to module 2. This unit is tied of the four
divisions of unit in this module. The main focustbis unit is to enable
you to identify those important scholars such as Khaldun in the
field of historiography and the indelible mark thiegtve left behind to
serve as reference point to generations yet unfdms. unit, therefore,
may be regarded as part of the most important asgeibis course. |
hereby advise you to give it the necessary attertideserves.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o appreciate the unrivalled legacy left behind bylyediuslim
scholars

distinguish between the medieval and the claspeabds

know who Ibn Khaldun was and still in history

apply some of Ibn Khaldun’s theories to daily aities

situate the early scholars’ position to the conteragy situation
Bring the schools of historiography to mind all tiraes.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Ibn Khaldun: The “Father” of Historical Writin g

Throughout the long history of human beings andchwitits diverse
cultures and civilizations, the emergence of gre@ative minds in
various fields of knowledge has often been assediatith a good
standard of the so-called learned advanced knowledbis requires
two basic things; literacy and a high command obvidedge in one’s
field. The literacy factor may not be necessary iimnovation and
creativity in certain fields of human activitiestbiteracy is very crucial
for creative and innovative minds in most branchgs human
knowledge. Ibn Khaldun represents well one of thasative minds of
both the medieval and the contemporary periods;retetion between
Ibon Khaldun’s wide Islamic knowledge background amd creative
mind in the social sciences remains a testing gtauhis course.

Abd al-Rahman Ibn Khaldun (d.808/1406) had a stroegire for
learning and knowledge since his early infancy shgs about himself
thus; “Since my very early infancy, the time of mganing, | have
never ceased to seek knowledge and the best vidueding my time
between attending the courses and the circleshaflas until the time
of the devastating plaque that killed dignitariestables and most of
my teachers in Tunis.’At- Tarif A: 57; F:72).

In his youth in Tunis, Ibn Khaldun studied threeimm&ranches of
Islamic sciences; (1) Islamic studies, which codettee science of the
Quran, the Hadith, and Islamic jurispruderfag{) especially the
Malikite school,(2) the sciences of the Arabic laage which deals
with the grammar, conjugation and (3) Logic, phoply, natural
sciences and mathematics. These studies gave Ibaldlih an
educational background in the two cultures of et the Islamic and
the western cultures.

Ibon Khaldun later had the opportunity to return his studies after
the plaque in Fez, which had become the centeclaflarship through
those scholars who have migrated from Al-Andalys(®) and Tunisia.
Fez had the richest Islamic libraries. Ibn Khaldupresence in this
intellectual environment expanded and enhanced $uspe of
knowledge and better still satisfied his yearniogknowledge. He was
guoted to have said thus; “I took advantage of ditgation to reflect
and read and meet the great scholars from Moroacb Ad-Andalus

who came as ambassadors of their princes to theoddan sultan, |
thus, fulfiled my desire for the acquisition of dwmledge.” At-Ta'rif
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A: 61; F:75).

Describing Ibn Khaldun as the father of history main be over-
emphasized because of his numerous contributiomartbensuring that
history is divulged of all discrepancies and forger Even though lbn
Khaldun was perceived as the father of modern &mygyo the father of
modern philosophy of history and historiography &ad surpassed the
knowledge of history of his time, yet almost alktpraises lack the
comprehensive understanding of lbn Khaldun’s idédistory in its
totality. In discussing history, we may concludattht is a mere
perspective of events, dates, cultures, nationsimastitutions and it
may become something that distort the mind and eaubfairly
perceived due to the misinterpretations of theohi@shs themselves in
accordance with their understanding of what histerylon Khaldun
had since realized this fact of misconception tfaat befall history and
that was why he criticized many historians befona lof distorting
facts, over-emphasizing certain events and beirs¢eadling.

The fact is that, in order to over-praise a paléicistate of affairs,
figure or a race, the historian may step beyondlimgs and made
history become more fictive than fact. This phennameaccording to
Ibn Khaldun, had taken place among the Greeks dsawehe Arab
and Jewish historians who were considered biaset fad really
caused discrepancies in the facts of history. Ibal#un on his own part
considers history to be originated as a resultoofies particular events
that took place according to a natural law of clearegrule set which
continuously transforms and alters the developneénnstitutions and
societies or civilizations without exception.

To him, history is ordained. The infusion of thatural law is

unexceptionally working in history and human sociaind that the
work of a historian is merely to observe and idgrttistory rather than
create history. He is of the opinion that there tmus separation and
categorization in many fields of knowledge. Thide be extended to
the field of politics, sociology and even sciencéfis he said, if

neglected as time pass by, what can be expectdtk isack of unity

in knowledge which may cause further distortionat ticontinually

hinder us from realizing the universality of histobecause in this
connection the universality of knowledge is cruda.

It may be concluded by some that Ibn Khaldun madeynparadoxical
statement in his primary word-Mugaddimah in certain places of his
writing, he may seem to have emphasized the shically proven
facts pertaining to societies under discussion lking in to
consideration the elements, climates and geograbbanditions, and a
host fothersandatthesametimeurgingustototallysdedofateandnatural
conditions; that notwithstanding does not bring daws reputation as
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the father of historical writings. Ibn Khaldun as raligious and
medieval scholar looked at knowledge and the histbprocess from a
completely different angle and point of view. Julke his
contemporaries such as Al- Ghazali, Ibn Arabi, haintained that
knowledge is a unity that cannot be pierced opehwarderstood only
by analyzing a particular part, but must be takeand understood in its
totality wherein each layer of knowledge or eacimponent are taken
into consideration in an attempt to conclude themegs of the other
in one and vice versa.

Further, the classification of sciences in Ibn Khail's thought should
be taken into account as part of the unified knogéeof God and His
Prophet when he talks on the philosophy of histwryn the scientific
history governed by the natural law of the rise &l that is to say
that if his concept of history is to be wholly unsteod. The reason why
Ibon Khaldun includes the classification of knowledand the nature of
knowledge in his work on history and society shdaddseen in the light
of how Islam and other religions construct the ootdf knowledge. His
philosophy of change, social as well as changesinstitutions,
government and history can only be understood whesgrated and
unified with his theory of knowledge and religiowsderstanding.

Ion Khaldun sees the operative nature of the Divingrvention

through the active intellect into human historystdry to him is made
possible to be comprehensively traced, identifiadd studied. To
understand these trends of the external changeisi@ian has to be a
man of knowing who contemplates creation and itscess, and
regards the totality of the metaphysics of everd #me process of
transformations. In Khaldunian thought, historytie process of the
eternal return wherein when the end takes plaep#yinning is ever
returning again, hence, cyclical or spiral ratheant the modern linear
concept of history.

In addition, what is most significant in Ibn Khatds discourse is the
transformation that took place in the external dristof man. The
application of the theoretical knowledge to thecpcal knowledge not
of philosophy but of history as a field of knowledthat even though
distinctively integrated within its own law and erds yet connected to
the non- empirical world above, to the heavenlyngples that
serves a sits foundation. Ibn Khaldun was not aenodnan, he was
not secular but he remained intact within his ideasl concepts
which are founded on the classical and traditiokabwledge that
always perceive history from metaphysical pointvigw. He cannot
be separated from his own ideals and realities tiaae prevailed in
the past in its concept of history of man. He remanedieval in his
concept and ideas.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Who is Ibn Khaldun in the Islamic scheme of things?
4.0 CONCLUSION

The medieval scholars saw history as being metagddysn nature;

history repeat itself. In Khaldunian thought, higtes the process of the
eternal return wherein when the end takes pla@p#yginning is ever
returning again, hence, cyclical or spiral ratheant the modern linear
concept of history. It must be briefly stated ttieg modern minds and
thinkers on the concept of history is in need oftaphysics of a
universal foundation before a particular history oftion of a

geographical boundary is developed.

History need to be integrated into a main body mévidedge which is
more profoundly established, comprehensive andeusal that tends to
unite humanity, religions and civilizations. In ethwords, history
should not be based on patrticulars as if it isrédselt of fickle minded
individuals’ concept.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, | have been able to take you throaghrief biography of
Ibn Khaldun; his educational pursuit and attainnedrgreatness to have
earned him the title of the ‘father of sociology lustory’. You have
learned that history according to Ibn Khaldun isivarsal,
Metaphysical and cyclical in nature. You have alsarned that an
historian is a knowing and contemplating individudio do not only
think about the past bugflect on the process of creation and the return
of all affairs.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Submit a two-page essay (A4, 1% spacing) in whigh glucidate on
the Khaldunian thought about history.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You must have read the course guide. | also beligpe have
familiarized yourself with the introductory messagemodule 2. This
unit is the last of the four divisions of unit ihi module. The main
focus of this unit is to take you through the histal journey of the
‘golden era’ of Islam which was made possible tiglouthe art of
writing and governance and the indelible mark thdyescholars have
left behind to serve as reference point to germratyet unborn. This
unit, therefore, may be regarded as part of thet mgsortant aspect of
this course. | hereby advise you to give it theessary attention it
deserves.

2.0

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

42

appreciate the unrivalled legacy left behind bylyediuslim
scholars

distinguish between the medieval and the claspeabds

know about the ‘golden age’ of Islam

discuss in detail the events of the time of the &g dynasty.
situate the early scholars’ position to the conteragy situations
bring the schools of historiography to mind all timees.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  History Writing and the ‘Golden age’ of Islam

The ‘golden age 'of Islam is characterized by thigm of the Abbasids
caliphate otherwise known as the Abbasid dynastige TAbbasid
dynasty attained its most brilliant period of pickil and intellectual life
soon after its establishment in 750 A.D. The catpHine was founded
by al-Saffah and al- Mansur in Baghdad and readtsegdrime in the
period between the reigns of the third caliph ie #bbasid line, al-
Mahdi and the ninth, al-Wathig. This was much m@menounced
during the days of Harun al-Rashid and his son alaMin. It was
essentially because of these two glowing caliphet tihe Abbasid
dynasty acquired a corona in popular imaginatioth la@came the most
celebrated in the history of Islam. The thoughtlef extent of power
and glory and progress attained by the Abbasidkate at its highest
and best may be gained from a study of its foreigiations, a reading
of court and aristocratic life in its capital, Balglu, and an appraisal of
the unparalleled intellectual awakening that cubt®ad under the
patronage of al-Ma’'mun.

Historical records and legends are unanimous irciqpdathe most

brilliant period of the seat of the Abbasid calighaBaghdad, during
the caliphate of Harun al-Rashid (786 809), thougbt more than
half a century old, the city of Baghdad had by thate grown from

nothingness to a centre of exceptional wealth antérmational

importance standing alone as the Byzantium rivaien] Baghdad
became a city with no peer throughout the wholeewicbrld! The

luxurious style of living made this period popular history and in

fiction, but the most outstanding factor that reedethis age illustrious
in the world annals is the fact that it witnesskd tost momentous
intellectual awakening in the history of Islam aode of the most
important in the whole history of thought and ctd#tuThe awareness
of the Muslim scholars was to a large extent dutateign influences,

which were partly Indo-Persian and Syrian but myaidkellenic, and

was marked by translations into Arabic from Persi@anskrit, Syriac
and Greek.

In addition, scholars of this age in order to brimgtory to limelight
adopted many methods in their writings.

It was under the general rubric of Hadith that Hasic religious
sciences of Islam, including historical writing, ieedeveloped. In the
long history of Hadith and of the various sciencskich were
developed from it, including historical writing, éwperiods of intensity

may be identified: the first in ther% -5th /9th - 11th centuries, when
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Hadith was classified and edited, and the secomldeiréh -9'[h / 14th -

15th centuries when the biographical dictionaries of ihattansmitters
and related topics were completed. The first persothe most relevant
to us in this course because it was during thise tiimat history and
Hadith were most connected. There were numeroueuof debates
during this period centering on the veracity of tain of transmitters
in determining the authenticity of reports whichdHar-reaching effect
on the historical writing and especially how thetebates helped in
creating for historiography a more sharply focusgdtory and method.
When the Abbasid came into power, they paraded sbhbms as the
real restorers of legitimacy of the Prophetic legac They were to
base their ruling system on the heritage of thepReb and the
guardians to his throne, claiming spiritual as veslIpolitical authority.
But far from bringing theUmmahtogether, around the ‘house’ of the
Prophet, the first century of Abbasid rule withessa intensification
of the intellectual agitation of the late Umayyaeripd. The Hadith
was deeply, permanently embroiled in political artigious polemic.
Much of these polemics were historical in naturaeQions such as the
following were the focus of discussions; did thegtret lay down clear
guidelines regarding the question of political ssston? Did the
Prophet specifically delegate authority to ‘Ali? Wethe Umayyads
legitimate? These and similar questions necesgitastorical research.

Similarly, in the course of these researches, ntpmgstions were also
raised concerning the trustworthiness of the trédimsr of the sayings
of the Prophet, hence the need for criterialssfad. The science of
Isnad at this time, tended to be divided into series gralips for the
fact that sectarianism hold sway among the MuslMasious parties or
sects arrogated to themselves those chains of niiasien which
appeared most indisputable and to attack or otlserwidicule rival
chains. Certain chains for example, would be I&oellShi'i by
opponents and if such chains should feature imibik of someone, he
would definitely suffer the charge of being a ShiifThe case for
Shiism rested ultimately on the historical detaration of a delegation
of authority beginning from the Prophet, tracedkotc Ali or his uncle
‘Abbas without interruption in-between the line thie said Prophet’s
‘household’. Not only that, the large number ofttiigns of the second
and third centuriesHjjri) who were sympathetic to the course of Ali
were indiscriminately tagged Shi'ah. In this peridde case for or
against Shi'i claims served as the most powerfmhigus of historical
Hadith in particular and of historical writing iregeral. In other words,
the influence of sectarian polemics on the deveklmnof historical
thought cannot be over-emphasized.
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Another important area of focus that enhanced tem®iiical writing at
this period was the scholars’ responses to theeasing influence of
Adab, @ moral and intellectual training) and in doingtsey were able
to modify historical contents, forms and perspexgivlhis gradual shift
took history to a new and more ‘secular environtnem this
environment, the style and horizons of Hadith wesdonger seen to be
adequate criteria of authenticity of historical egp. Then, there was
the need for history to be more pragmatic and nsanesitive to the
influence of foreign cultures. The chief instrumentt transformation
needed at this time wasdab. To really understand its influence
on historical writing, it is important that one ally explore the
environment in whichkAdabgrew and flourished to show how it came to
exercise that influence.

In the early Abbasid period, two principles of Am@lphilology were
widely accepted: the superiority of pre-Islamiceimver Islamic poetry
as a model of prosody, grammar and usage, andaimadic Arabs as
the authority of correct Arabic and eloquence. Phecess by which
these two principles were laid down was essentially exercise in
antiquarian reconstruction during which the debabé®n became
tensed. The debates helped in a no small measuré&et the
potentialities of Adab to mark out new lines of expertise and to
resurrect and develop a humanistic spirit which md always coexist
in peace with the rapidly maturing Hadith.

History makes its appearance in the curriculumheform of lessons or
moral references or examples which the particulatohian needs to
comprehend in order to maintain a lofty sense sfrhission in life. To
that end, it is not just Arab history which is neat but the history of
other nations as well. In other words, the poténtidabis tended to
surpass the Arabian-Islamic horizons of philologyd aHadith in its
guest for a diffuse and universal education. Thecgt form of Adab
writing is the epistle, real or contrived in whitte caliphal directives
or else advice, thanks, congratulations, apologieadolences and so
on and so forth are offered. The epistle in eacte oaas composed
with adept care and meticulous attention to thecehof words.

In more specific terms, AbbasAdabwas nearer to the Persian-Indian-
Hellenistic cultural zone and more open to the leingle of foreign
cultures than ever before in the history of Muslhmmitings. The new
or revitalized cities of Iraq, Kufa, Basra and Bdagt, the focal point
of the Abbasid dynasty provided the vitality, presty and ethnic
diversities needed foAdab to seep into wider sector of society. Not
only that, the early Abbasids were not ideologicaitable but
experimented with one sectarian and theologicaitipasafter another;
the result was a wider spectrum of conceptual éhoitese and other
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factors in turn all contributed to the flourishistate of historiography
during this period and made it to be characteraethe ‘golden age’ of
Islam.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

How did both Hadith and Adab assisted the schoblsisioriography
during the Abbasid era?

4.0 CONCLUSION

The replacement of the Arab Umayyad elite by a ohikeab-Persian
Abbasid elite resulted into new political, ethnicnda cultural
transformations. These, in turn, tended to fee@mad and controversy
for which Adab had already been well armed through cultivation of
expression. Disturbind\dab also was the messianic atmosphere with
which several early-Abbasid caliphs attempted twosund their reign.
Court-circulated propaganda was centered on thangpof a new era
of justice and goodness and the contrast with thdiee era of
wickedness. This comparison of eras stimulated ralje and
historiographic theorizing. Thus, between the sdcand fourth
centuries AH,Adabserved as the arena in which a number of debates
of distinct relevance to history were fought out.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, effort has been made to identify tmajor institutions that
enhanced the performances of the schools of higp@phy during the
early Abbasid rule. You have been made to be awibhe¢ the
institutions of Hadith through the scrutinizatiohlsnadandAdabwere
the major arenas through which debates of relet@pits to history
were determined. And in doing this, both the higstand the historians
were screened for better result.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Submit a two-page essay (A4, 1% spacing) in whiok give an
account of what is most significant in the reigntleé Abbasid caliphs
to have earned the era in which they ruled asgb&len Age” of Islam.
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MODULE 3 SOME SELECTED MUSLIM
HISTORIOGRAPHERS

The general aim of this module is to provide youhwan in-depth
historical sketch of some selected Muslim histaapders who have
contributed extensively to the development of Istaristoriography.
The module aims at enlightening you on the focud arethods
embarked upon by these scholars in their writimgsave distinguished
them to become great historiographers in the arofalslam. We want
to see what were the motivating factors to the enali scholars to
have achieved tremendously in their attempt tolpsiory in a proper
shape and where is the modern man within histohe Key issues
include the question of how do we reconcile histatith the human
experience and especially that of the modern mdms Teview also
intends to prepare your mind on what should beaakks of the modern
thinkers or historians to be able to rebuild thieosd of historiography in
the contemporary period.

In this module, which is made up of four units, yeul be intimated

with the life and works of four scholars who havennstrated real
knowledge in the field of historiography. In thesfi unit, you will be
taking through the work of Muhammad ibn Ishaq (81/61), his
methods and organizations. The second unit looksl-&¥aqidi (d.

207/823) and ibn Sa'd (d.230/845), their methodd aonsensus in
writing, the third unit introduces you to the wook Muhammad ibn
Jarir al-Tabari (d.310/923) the ‘Imam’ of Hadithstariographer while
the last unit is about the genealogies of al-Balad(d.

279/892) who is also a third century Islam scholar.

The four units in this module are ideally linkedt the end of this
module, you would have understood the circumstanfdbe scholars
of the past before putting what have become uregatiown for the
generations yet unborn. This module will help youhtive a rethink
on the docile state of intellectualism in which raod Muslims have
found themselves.

Unit 1 Muhammad ibn Ishaq (d. 151/761)

Unit 2 Intellectual consensus of al-Wagqidi (d.&»3) and Ibn
Sa’'d (d. 230/845) Unit 3 Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Traba

Unit 4 The genealogies of al-Baladhuri
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UNIT 1 MUHAMMAD IBN ISHAQ (d.151/761)
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Muhammad ibn Ishaq (d. 151/761)
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

You must have read the course guide. | also beligpa have
familiarized yourself with the introductory messagemodule 3. This
unit is the first of the four divisions of unit ifis module. The main
focus of this unit is to take you through the ilgefual journey of that
renowned Islamic scholar, Muhammad ibn Ishaq who lle& behind
legacies to serve as reference point to generagehsunborn. This
unit, therefore, may be regarded as part of thet mgsortant aspect of
this course. | hereby advise you to give it theessary attention it
deserves.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
Bythe end of this unit, you will be able to:

. appreciate the unrivalled legacy left behind bylyedfuslim
scholars

distinguish between the medieval and the modernioger

know about the golden age of Islam

discuss in detail the events of the time of the asb dynasty.
situate the early scholars’ position to the conteragy situations
bring the schools of historiography to mind all timees.

know who Ibn Ishaq is in the field of historiogrgph

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Muhammad ibn Ishaq (d. 151/761)

The personality of Muhammad ibn ishaq is distingalde because of
his renowned contribution to the field of histoniaghy. Thus, he was
nicknamed ‘the Prince ohuhaddithsor commander of the believers in
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Hadiths by men of his generation. He is of key imgace in the
transition from hadiths to history and his life slements have been
scrutinized for a millennium or more by Muslims afar about a
century by Western orientalists. In the recent §mduslim scholars
have discovered and edited portions of Ibn Isaagaerials which
equals more closely than ever to his original wanks has helped in
a no small measure in facilitating the examinatdrhis work’s basic
structure by many titles. His work has been knowrtree book of the
Genesis of Creation and of the life of Prophet Muhead Sirah) and
his Military campaignsNlaghaz). There is no doubt, however, that we
are dealing in this section with one work origigadtructured into two
or three divisions in the first part, one is aldesee material that aims to
organize the story of the prophets in a historemitinuum within the
non-historical framework provided by the Quran. the other two
divisions, the same continuity is imposed uponlileeof the prophet
within half of a century of its appearance, the kvaas edited by Ibn
Hisham (d.208/834) but the abundant passages atptrexpunged can
now be more fully recovered up till now. The origiity that lies in
Ibn Isaaq’s work can be traced to the transitigrexiod between the
Umayyads and Abassids.

In the beginning, one discovered that a certaid etfitudes during the
late-Umayyad caliphate. Some scholars during tme had made their
peace with the ruling dynasty, assisting the aiihoto confer
legitimacy and orthodoxy upon the Umayyad systels s in a way
bred numerous counter-orthodoxy in the system. #snsas the
Umayyad dynasty declined, scholarly polemics becanwee deeply
charged with political suggestions. Ibn Ishaq biedfimmensely from
the works of ‘Urwa and Zuhri which assisted hinmaimo small measure
and contributed to the formation of the officialttmdoxy of the
community by providing the necessary historicaffetding for the life
of the Prophet but Ibn Ishaq’'s age was more remoiaty than that of
‘Urwa and Zuhri.

In addition, one way of responding to orthodoxy Vfasthe annoyed
scholars like Ibn Ishaq to challenge its view dtbry by appealing to a
wider and specifically prophetic vision of legitimya With the work of

Ibn Ishaqg, Muslims have come to the stage whereéineanic view of

history in its larger, moral sense begins to bemerad, following an

earlier period when attention had been focused lba& prophet

Muhammad’s immediate period as it related to statd community

building. His emigration from Madinah to the vermceéent world of

Irag, Egypt and the East symbolizes the transitiom Muhammadan
Hadith to prophetic history.
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Just like those scholars of his days and age, Kimd was a
controversial figure. His mastery of his subject swawidely
acknowledged not minding the fact that he was atuwd transmitting
Hadiths with defective chain of transmitterlsnad. His work was
said to have made up of essentially the same disarets of individual
hadiths, which were varying in length, althoughytineere substantial in
size. Also in the work of Ibn Ishaq, there is agkaicorpus of hadiths
related only by him which in turn shows the auttyolne commanded.

It is important to mention here that any readetbof Ishag will always
discover the voice of the historian beginning teap and not merely
the voice of a transmitter, however authoritatithenever he renders
explanations to a given hadith, he brings to fasepersonal comments
and reflections.

Furthermore, another characteristic of Ibn Ishasfgle lies in his
pronounced literary interests and a large body efses he uses to
dramatize events. His audiences were accustomeddounts of man
who was both acting and reciting poetry, though dlhenticity of
these verses has been questioned by Muslim schelace very
early days. The role this played in lbn Ishaqg's kvae a sign of his
attention to the literary polish of his narrativlan Isaaq did not,
however, escape the criticism of his contemporahiesvas accused for
example of having Jewish informants and for hi®less use osnad.
In both cases, Ibn Isaaq was indeed helping to ta&einstitution of
hadithtothedirectionofwiderhistoricalperspectivedaiconnected, more
interpretive historical narrative. The range of ims$ellectual interest
may be weighed from, a frequent lexical, exegetigabgraphical and
anthropological comments.

Uncountable also, are his explications of histdricacumstances
featuring in the various passages of the Quranciwheventually
becomes a major source for later exegetes of tm@Qurhis branch of
knowledge, was later called or branded ‘circumstanaf revelation’
(asbab al-nuzul)and it had already come to form an important sagm
of the work of muhaddith-historians like ‘Urwa a@dhri’. In the work
of Ibn Ishaqg, however, such explications tend tdubler, but also more
guarded where doubt seems necessary.

Ibn Ishaq’s use of thisnadand other related issues that have to do with
his informants have been the object of attentioMos$lims and western
orientalist scholars. He quoteshadsin full and also used collective
isnadbut he also often quoted a trustworthy informantnan of good
memory and old man in Makkah etcetera. With thsomsistence in
his use ofisnad there is frequency in Ibn Ishaqg’s interest incsiyeng
dates and years authoritatively. This, togetherhwihe careful
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chronological structure of his narrative, suggdbiat Ibn Ishagq was
prepared to accept other criteria of genuinenesglég that of personal
witness, the backbone ofsnad The inclusion of non-Muslim
informants, who were mainly Christians and Jewspfiscourse an
implied acknowledgement of the expertise of thesaraunities in pre-
Islamic history in general and in Biblical histary particular. This was
to become a source of great improvement for latslamic

historiography.

To conclude, Ibn Ishag’'s great achievement restsupe degree to
which he was able to integrate the Prophet’s liféo ihistory and
hagiography of near-Eastern prophecy and to arrdingdife history
sequentially by making Hadith submissive to intetation and
chronological arrangement. In doing so, the imadethe Prophet
which passes through his filter is one which retagnedibility and
human personality.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Identify other factors that assisted lbn Ishaq iattipg down his
historical compendium.

4.0 CONCLUSION

During the late Umayyad and early Abbasid dynastsholars of
repute emerged to make the twin fields of haditd &rstoriography
known to the people. It has been noted so far tties$, was made
possible due to the fact that the ruling classhef time were in dire
need of scholars to legitimize and confirm thethodoxy to the throne
through the sayings of the Prophet or by theirdgesto the household
of the Prophet. In other words, scholars during time were seen as
authorities in their own rights for they were redgd as the custodians
of knowledge and of the Prophet's legacies. lbnadgslwas in the
forefront in the struggle to make history of theophet known in its
authentic version by employing the critical metladdsnad hence, he
became the ‘prince ahuhaddiths’or the ‘commander of the believers
in hadiths’ by men of his time.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, an attempt has been made to introdueeto the life and
work of Muhammad ibn Ishag who was both a muhadditid
historiographer. You have been made to understdrad iis motivating
factors were to have left an unrivalled legacytie Muslim world in
particular and the world in general.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Submit a two-page assignment (A4, 1% spacing) vilmgreu give a
detailed account of the life and works of Muhammbd Ishagq.
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UNIT 2 THE INTELLECTUAL CONSENSUS OF AL-
WARQIDI AND IBN SA’'D
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You must have read the course guide. | also beligoe have
familiarized yourself with the introductory messdgaemodule 3. This is
the second unit of the four divisions of unit instimodule. The aim of
this unit is to enlighten you about the intelle¢toantributions of the
two renowned Islamic scholars, Al-Wagqidi (d.207/828d Ibn Sal (d.
230/845) the pair who have provided stream of keolgé from where
later scholars quench their thirst. This unit, dfere, may be regarded
as part of the most important aspect of this courbereby advise you
to give it the necessary attention it deserves.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o appreciate the unrivalled legacy left behind bylyeduslim
scholars

distinguish between the medieval and the moderioger

know about the golden age of Islam

discuss in detail the events of the time of the s dynasty
situate the early scholars’ position to the conteragy situations
bring the schools of historiography to mind all timees

be familiar with the intellectual achievements dfet pair
scholars known as Al-Wagqidi and lbn Sa’d.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Intellectual Consensus of al-waqidi and ibSa’'d

Al-Wagqidi (d. 207/823) and Ibn Sa’'d were regardedagpair who took
the field of historiography to a better state. Thvegre able to do this
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because of the intellectual consensus that happkawdeen both of
them. Both of them were considered as good higternia the sense that
the educational and homiletic elements in the wak their
contemporaries were then less explicit and secgnday the
establishment of well- attested, consensually gecefacts. With both
of them, the historical records were to be seigita

With al-Wagqidi in particular, one can see a historwhose personality
and method are for the first time fully perceptibfd-Wagqidi was an
historian who regards himself as a member of a coniy of scholars
wh engaged in a common pursuit. The said schotamhgmunity was
then detailed in the biographical generations of #ad among the
earliest in what was to become a long and distsigad genre of
Islamic historiography. This represent a rare gimpf a historian in
the making, of one whose eagerness to check nateegs and events
for himself and whose attentiveness to detail weqralities that
remained with him for the rest of his working lifdhe quantity of
Wagqidi's writings made up of one fully preservedriyothe Maghazj
and the several quotations in the works of othassably Ibn Sa’d and
Tabari, depicts him to have been more specializéds historical range
than Ibn Ishaq. Al-Wagqidi was in actual fact a tiiitn of the Prophet
and of the first century of the Muslim era; but adistorian of the
early community, his works is recognizable by theeniing
characteristics with names and dates as the wlootentinity, both the
high and the low finds themselves preserved inplaiges. He did not
stop at that, he later subjects so many of theseesaand events to
scrutiny and comparative analysis so that the confiywuand its
history can come alive. There are two main feattimas were peculiar
to his method which needs mentioning here; the finre is his use of
the principle of the consensus of the scholdjima() to confirm the
authenticity of events and the second is his prgmation with putting
down dates and the chronology arrangement of evéhts seems to be
an attempt to make his history more total and aslkesto official and
for scholarly use.

To know the depth of the scholarly consensus, y@edrnto understand
the fact that an attempt was made by the late-Uathyand the early
Abbasid dynasties to bring uniformity into the legalgments, perhaps
to serve as a means of getting people to obeditmoeigh forceful
legal means and also to help in centralizing theegumental routine. In
other words, the idea of intellectual consensuthefscholars was the
idea of the ruling circles. The scholars becamespiigtual constituency
of the empire and they were regarded as authoritlyair own right.

A flashback to the period of ‘Umar bn Abd Aziz (©01/720), will
reflect the fact that the policy of Islamization iokas clearly required
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uniformity of judicial practice. Not only that, thergency with which
the early Abbasids curried the favour of the Iraqists in particular
must have inclined them to push for a consensushwtiiey could at
that time have total control of. In the opinion\&agidi and Ibn Sal,
consensus was essentially the agreement of schelarse views and
judgments from one age to the next underpinnedhigtory of the
whole community.

Similarly, in the works of Wagidi and Ibn®h the term tabaga

denotes a human generation and becomes one of ditiese time

divisions in Islamic historiography. These genenasi provide for
the continuity between the then and the contemposdnich confer

structure and meaning upon the gathered mater&itsicturally, the
tabaqgatof lbn Sad which in turn is the heart of th&abagat of

Wagqidi, were built upon a platform of listing thestihguished

companions and successors in order of senioritthenacceptance of
Islam. Their descendants were also listed downpjaraximately the
year 230/844. Each entry is provided with a bioggapommensurate
with the importance of the figure. The past, inittiveorks is linked to
the present in numerous ways, which in essenceigisiifgsng its

continuing relevance. More so, the genealogical r@lidious concerns
lie behind the attempt to trace the descendantghef Prophet's
companions still living in various cities. The Hijaterms that were
clearly unfamiliar to contemporary, probably thadr audiences were
given modern equivalents. In these ways, Wagqidi #mad Sad

stressed the abiding importance of tradition. Butwas also this
sensitivity to persistence which made Wagqidi and tesser extent Ibn
Sad, systematically critical historians.

So far, it must be noted that the twin scholargedebn each other for
critical analysis of their findings. Although, Wagiwas regarded as the
senior partner to Ibn Sd, on the other hand, he was regarded as the
secretary-editor of his master and of the matehalbad assembled and
then augmented. The issue of master-student regdiip between the
twin scholars does not in any way affected theialidgs with each
other or their intellectual consensus in bringilhgw a corpus of good
ideas into the field of historiography.

Furthermore, al-Waqidi represents in one senseeteeat from the
universal horizons of Ibn Ishaq. Wagqidi was trytegmove history in
the direction of factual accuracy and specializatigithin a single
theme, that of the Prophet and his community. Tpiaiehe historical
vision, his method is less in grand than the visminlbn Ishag.
Notwithstanding, it is also a more rigorous, moracgicable vision and
one which Wagqidi in all probability hoped would lé use to the
growing corps of state secretaries, jurists andlach of the early-
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Abbasid state. The historical record was pruned itef fantastic

elements; it was made normative, given a graspsibleture, dated,
arranged in generations, and made to stretch inuabeoken chain of
legitimacy and social custom, fortified by consensuike Ibn Ishaq,
Wagqidi was accused of using loosmad by hadith practitioners who
were distinguishing themselves more than ever kefloom their

scholarly contemporaries. Waqidi's Maghazi and Tabagat

commemorate the Prophet and his community. Thdtressa view of

history as a useful political record. With Wagithe break between
Hadith and historiography is now more or less cat#l

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Identify other features peculiar to al-Wagqidi armh ISad apart from
the use ofsnadin their writings.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The consensus of opinion amongst the earlier schdlelped in a no

small measure in assisting them to arrive at Idgiocaclusions in their

intellectual endeavors. The difference that artigsng various debates
were merely seen as part of human experienceslioadd not be taken
as fundamental rather, it helped them to builddstWundation for the

transfer of knowledge to the incoming generatiofisis example is

clearly seen in the personalities of the twin satolal-Wagqidi and Ibn

Sad) discussed in this unit. They both gave the histb records their

normative characteristics, history was given a gmage structure, and it
was dated, arranged in generations, and madeetolsin one unbroken
chain of legitimacy and social custom, fortified bgnsensus. Hence,
they both became distinguished in consensus sagbenf their time.

5.0 SUMMARY

This unit has exposed you to the beauty of consensuntellectual
output. You have learned how both al-Waqidi and Bad came
together to bring history to a noticeable levelpiestheir seemingly
differences and the issue of master-student relship that existed
between both of them. Their works were known anstirjuished
based on the distinctive way of scrutinizingnad for authenticity.
Notwithstanding, the allegation by their colleaguels using loose
isnad they were both relevant in constantly linking thast to the
present and in essence suggesting continuing redevaf historical
works.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Summarise in your own words, not more than two amalf pages (A4,
1Y spacing), the method employed by al-Waqidi dnd3ad in their
writings.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You must have read the course guide. | also beligpe have

familiarized yourself with the introductory messaganodule 3. This is
the third of the four divisions of unit in this mad. The aim of this unit
is to enlighten you about the intellectual conttibas of the renowned
Islamic scholar, Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari (6/323) the ‘Imam’

of Hadith Historiography who has provided streanmkonbwledge from

where later scholars quench their thirst. This ,uthierefore, may be
regarded as part of the most important aspectisfaburse. | hereby
advise you to give it the necessary attention sedees.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:
Appreciate the unrivalled legacy left behind byleatuslim scholars

distinguish between the medieval and the modernioger

know about the golden age of Islam

discuss in detail the events of the time of the as dynasty.
situate the early scholars’ position to the conterapy situations
bring the schools of historiography to mind all timees

be familiar with the intellectual achievements bg‘tmam of
hadith historiography (Al-Tabari).

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari

Imam al-Tabari (d. 923) was born in Amul (Tabamspaovince on the
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Southern shore of the Caspian) in 839. He travelgly in search of
traditions about the Prophet, and he was a prdaifithor whose works
included jurisprudence, Qur'an commentary, andohystHe settled in
Baghdad and embarked on a long and celebratedrcasea Muslim
scholar. His history of Prophets and kings andQus'anic commentary
were both huge works and brought him an equallyranas reputation
even in his own life time. As a scholar of the lamd Hadith, he was
pushed into public life and involved in controverpyobably against his
own inclinations, inspiring a legal school mradhabwhich was named
after him and which lasted for a brief while. Hiassive output crossed
much of the third/ninth century and reflected a evicange of that
period’s scholarly apprehensions.

In his historical works, Tabari combined the storgation and prophesy
with the story of ancient nations, especially thersians, combining
them with the history of the Prophet Muhammad, &xpeditions
(Maghaz) and the history of the community up to his owgsddn his
methodology, it is possible to find echoes of Ilshag's method of
universalism, of Waqidi’'s consensus and accuracg anhost of
other scholars of his time. It was al-Tabari whooter what later
became the most explicit defense of the Hadith owkih historical
writing, while his annalistic arrangements presdraestyle that lasted
until modern times. In the beginning of his histohg sets forth what
he considered to be the only means by which one amawe at
knowledge of the past. He is of the opinion thabwiedge of the past
cannot be deduced or inferred; knowledge of the paa only be
transmitted from one generation to another ger@raiihere were two
popular terms which were peculiar to the divisiérscences during his
time, they are; aqgliyya (rational) andnagliyya (transmitted). Tabari
sought to place history into the second categdassdying it into a
branch of hadith. Before we proceed, it is impdrt@nlet you know
about the problem he faced in his scholarship mplhe level of the
problems he faced can best be seen in his commgemtathe Qur'an.
Tabari’'s exegesis is a massive work of eruditiorspldying the
author’'s mastery of the subject matter and arguatient Each verse is
carefully paraphrased, followed by hadiths from feophet or his
companions and the views of distinguished earlylseh in support of
whatever he had paraphrased, in doing so; he wauntglify its
historical and theological context. If these ahadiere in conflict,
Tabari concludes with a summary of his own views.ws regarded as
both erudite and polemical. If a grammatical prablarises, the views
of the Basran and Kufan grammarians were quotedaasessed. Poetic
examples were used abundantly as illustration. hiistorical event is
disputed, thasnad seemed most trustworthy was accepted. Due to our
limitation in this page, we cannot exhaust al-Tébamethod of
scrutinization of information before writing his monentary of the
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Quran. And since our focus on this course is orstdmy, we,
therefore, will take you through al-Tabari’s histat writings.

The landscape of al-Tabari’'s history is quite ddéf@ from his

commentary ofthe Qur'an. Here, there is no maniféstity, but only

akhbar (reports) which, stretching from the creation df thiorld to the

Last Hour across a span of 14,000 years in Tabastsnation, vary

enormously in import and veracity. Firstly, Tabaas faced with a mass
of pre-Islamic historical materials transmitted bych authorities as
Ibn ‘Abbas, Wahb and Ibn Ishag. Secondly, he wadroated with a

fairly well-delineated history of the Prophet, thanto the works of
scholars like Ibn Ishag and Waqidi. And thirdlyetbhallenge of the
enormous and expanding body of historical repordsedng the

conquests, the Umayyad and the early-Abbasid peritvednsmitted

by scholars like ‘Awana, Abu Mikhnaf, Sayf, Mada,;inVaqidi and

others. Unlike his commentary on the Quran, wheference and
reasoning could be employed to extract meaningbat text, the case
for history writing was a different experience t@bgri, in history;

therefore, Tabari depended solely on his transraitte

It should be noted that it is easy to make cleardifferences that lies
between Tabari’'s commentary and his history writM{hereas a fairly
wide range of interpretive resources are availédblexplain revelation,
history is made up ofkhbar (reports)which cannot be inferred or
deduced but can only be transmitted. In additiolittle that Tabari has
to say on the epistemic status and the evaluafibrstorical reports can
directly be seen in his writing about the pre-Islaera. The reason for
this can only be accounted for in the fact thataratelt that there was
urgent need to reshape history in order to confarimoth the form and
the substance of the Quranic view. He was in assepne of the
earliest historians of Islam who project a visidnh@story inspired by
the regular rhythms of the Qur'anic narratives.wnting about the
pre-Islamic era, Tabari identified two historiognagal traditions as
both authoritative and of particular relevancedlarh; the Biblical and
the Persian. The Biblical tradition had of coursem incorporated into
Islamic historiography by earlier scholars like lishaqg. But the Persian
tradition was the one which attracted the attentbfabari, and in fact,
he preferred it above all others.

The long historical traditions had the added adsgatof Tabari for the
margin into one another so that the Biblical lirfetlze Isrealites was
ended by the Persian and the Persian was endechébyJrhmah
(community) of Muhammad. Therefore, Tabari settionself the task
of bringing these histories into harmony by syncdiwation of
chronologies.
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This meant that the biblical line of descends fréddam and his
progeny was to be reconciled to the line from Kagurtim the Persian
Adam and his royal successors. Thus the storiesuoh figures as
Adam, Noah, Abraham and Moses were taken from #giamic
historical traditions, amended if need be by refeecto the Quran and
Hadith, and then interwoven with their contempogePersian kings.
In essence, one continuous and comparative histbtiie pre Islamic
world was now created. The community of Islam wasstshown to be
the prophetic heir of Biblical tradition and themjgoral heir of Persian
dominion. Accordingly, a fabric had been built byhigh the Muslim
community could situate itself with respect to thest. It is arguable;
therefore, that Tabari’'s intention was to histaecithe Quran, to
transform its timeless, one- dimensional allegoriat historical
narratives that reflected the scholarly interesis attachments to pious
ancestors popular among the Hadith group to whiehbklonged.
Tabari seized to illustrate what he takes to beattgin, structure and
ultimate destiny of world history, as symbolized by struggle of
prophets and kings. It is a history of moral typasd one which
might be expected to set the stage for what isotoecin the Islamic
portion of the world.

It is made up of a history built mainly on the miaks of Ibn Ishaq
and Waqidi. There was a section on the conquestsaanannalistic
history of the leading figures of the communityiltiie year 302/915.
The annals were introduced with the beginning ofraHi calendar,
approximately halfway through the prophetic missiamd it was strictly
adhered to until the end.

Moreover the three centuries of Islamic historyttAabari recalls
were dotted with events that had grievous politiaatl theological
consequences. Many of the issues discussed wdkevesty hot in

Tabari's own days. Several strands of historicaitimg had arisen
during this time which shows bias in favour of goarty or another
though Tabari in his commentary had expressed viemwgkh were

inimical to the Qur’anic interpretations of some thiese political-
religious group. It is important, therefore, to sume that Tabari
exercised great care in selecting reports whichhéld to have been
most trustworthy in line with his avowed relianae thhe expert in each
field.

To conclude, Hadith had served history well. It haspired it earliest
form and methods. It had provided it with its chiekedium for the
establishment of authenticity, tienad It had instilled into it something
of its own factuality and attention to detail. Thgh the preservation of
divergent accounts of events, the history writtedear the umbrella of
Hadith enables the modern historians to assess different
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historiographical traditions and to reconstruct #mergent views of
various politico-religious parties and movements.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Identify three major challenges faced by Tabari levhivriting his
history book &t-Tarikh).

4.0 CONCLUSION

As we have observed earlier, the school of Hadé helped in a no
small measure to put the field of historiographtpiit proper shape. It
has helped in sifting facts from mere conjectuhesugh its instrument
of veracity of the chain of the transmitterisn@d. Imam al-Tabari
would not put any reports down until it is confirdn® be authentic and
the transmitter of the particular report is saidéotrustworthy. Though,
the isnad was largely inaccessible or becomes irrelevantaasa$ the
histories of foreign nations were concerned butemarportantly, the
isnad was designed not fortheexpression of personali@pibut for

accuracy of transmission.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, effort has been made to let you haveomprehensive
knowledge about Imam al-Tabari, the ‘Imam of Hadhistoriography’.
You have learned that Tabari depicted a great seh&estory writing
through the use osnad for certainty of reports. You have also learnt
that this great scholar's method is distinct in femse that he was able
to reshape historical writing to conform to bothe tform and the
substance of the Qur’anic views. He was able ttohsze the Quran
to place its timelessness into fore. In doing thiss,was able to build a
fabric by which the Muslim community could situatself with respect
to the past nations and events.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Examine in not more than two pages (A4, 1% spading)veracity of
Isnadin the writing of his historical work.
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UNIT 4 THE GENEALOGIES OF AL-BALADHURI
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 The Genealogies of al-Baladhuri
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Having read the course guide, | believe you haweilfarized yourself

with the introductory message to module 3. Thithes last of the four
divisions of unit in this module. The aim of thisiuis to get you

familiar with the intellectual inputs of that gres¢holar known as al-
Baladhuri (d. ¢.279/892). His method of writing hgenealogies
remains a treasure with which later scholars quehelr thirst. This

unit, therefore, may be regarded as part of thet nmportant aspect
of this course. | hereby advise you to give it tieeessary attention it
deserves.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

o appreciate the unrivalled legacy left behind bylyediuslim
scholars

distinguish between the medieval and the moderioger

know about the golden age of Islam

discuss in detail the events of the time of the asb dynasty.
situate the early scholars’ position to the conteragy situations
bring the schools of historiography to mind all timees.

Be familiar with the writings of al-Baladhuri towds the
development of historiography.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The genealogies of al-Baladhuri (d. ¢.279/892)
It is important to let you know that both the ciaasand the medieval

scholars deployed different ways and methods inr theellectual
performances and it is exactly this variant in rodth that has made
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their works to become so distinct from one anothesr example
the genealogies written by such scholars as MyaMus’ab and
Zubayr were based on the Quraysh as the pivoteftdmmunity, its
aristocracy, its guiding spirit and others whicheyth considered
important in the early Abbasid period. But the gdogies of al-
Baladhuri were conceived on a much huge scale.sta& in the real
sense of it is so huge that his wdkksab al-Ashra{Genealogies of the
Nobility) is more like a comprehensive history lebsarranged around
prominent families than a work which is strictly sea on genealogy.
Not only that, there is also a corresponding slnift the writing
mood. Whereas the earlier genealogies might betealmt the epic of
heroic and religious reports, the genealogies cBadadhuri are
described according to Bakhtin, as ‘Romantic’, |edifferential
towards the Quraysh, more consciously witty anderirectly aimed
at the secretarial class to which he himself beddng

During the period of Baladhuri, the Abbasid statdjch he seems to
have served as a middle-ranking bureaucrat for wiokis professional

life was more than a century old. During the fieshtury of Abbasid

rule, the Abbasid caliphs pursued a baffling variet policies and

religious options. There were rapid and dramatifttssfrom the known

path of history. While it is believed that theselipo shifts were

instrumental in destabilizing the political-militaelite of the empire,

they must have also contributed to the culturahliit of the great

Abbasid cities. The third/ninth century might wek regarded as the
age of debate and recapitulation in the Arab Istamtellectual history.

The proliferation of parties, sects and intellettiiecles with their sharp
dialectic skills are sketched in the inconsistengiertrayed by such
scholars as Jahiz (d. 255/868), as he switches frvom intellectual

position to its opposite in the same essay. Atsame time, probably
because of this ideological instability at the tapmood is identified

which seeks to encompass, to restate, to reformuls outstanding
features of the community’s traditions.

If this period was the century of rebels like Jaltizvas also the century
of master traditionalists like Bukhari and Muslimhevgave definitive

shape to the science of Hadith. The latter duo mbd in any way

shared from the unstable careers of their senilbbows, they rather

by the time reached a high degree of sophisticatmh complexity in

their chosen careers which was destined to beconee rhajor

institutional legacy of the Abbasid Empire, to Iderited and further
developed by successor states.

Further, al-Baladhuri’'s genealogies range overnadjor provinces of

the empire. The work begins with a lengthy biogsaph the Prophet,
the information of which extensively relies on dlde genealogist
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Hisham al-Kalbi. The result is a more vivid anckiary account with
plentiful verses and smooth-flowing narratives. thie end of the
Prophetic period, the work assumes a genealogicalendetailing the
extended family of the Prophet, which is followeyl & long catalogue
of information relating to various aspect of higgmnal life. As soon as
this Prophetic introduction is completed, the hugek itself begins to
unfold. The Quraysh families come first in succassand followed by
lesser known or important families of the northarab.

Moreover, in broad perspective, Baladhuri’s woAlngah resembles a
series of pyramids, with the leading figures oftefamily forming the
apex. Though overlapping in time addamatis personaés inevitable
but it is skilfully kept under control. Major themaveave their way
between these pyramids; one of these is beinggepted by the great
oppositional movement of the first three centurigs Islam, the
Khawarij. What really gives the work a sense ofnyois the
juxtaposition of the nobleman and rebel, this iramyurther enhanced
by Baladhuri’'s apparent freedom from all ideologatgachment.

Leading figures are introduced through a sequericstaries which
often seem polished and even doctored in orderdaige a lesson or a
piece of wisdom, wit or aphorism. Occasionally,&#duri will resort to
literary criticism of the caliph or the governor afparticular region by
asking a wise man series of questions such as; iwltaurage? What is
generosity? What is reason? And so on and so fartti,at the end of
the day, drawing from the wise man short and ineime answers. The
critical means of the historians’ skill as employ®d Baladhuri in his
work are fairly simple according to his critics. elfphrase which he
uses most frequently in his attempt to settle aentsrconcerning the
veracity of a report, a date or an eventws; hadha al-thabat'and this
is the firm, or the established truth’). This plads significant when
contrasted with the consensual phrase that weferped by Wagqidi and
his school;al-mujtamd ‘wa hadha alayhi‘and this is the agreed-upon
truth’). Whereas the latter appeals to a commuratylike-minded
scholars, Baladhuri’'s formula seems to be deriveainfbureaucratic
practice. It is from the brief and dismissive tarfeen adopted by the
bureaucrats towards the lower citizens. It seemany case to derive
from a historian who, in the later, post-Prophgitiction of his work,
frequently resorts to collectivisnad (chain of transmitters of report)
which were expressed in phrases suclgak) (‘they say’) oryugal (‘it

Is said’).

It is worthy of note that the switch from the straitation ofisnad for
the Prophetic history to a more narrative style farn-Prophetic
materials in the same work shows how dynamic tlstohians of the
third century Islam were in adopting different tutie toakhbar or
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historical reports. But the glimpses of the historat work are very rare
in Baladhuri’'s work There are no comments on thiemca adopted to
test historical reports, no indication on why onetharity was

preferred to another, no room for criticism for treader or listener
in the form of remarks or reflections. His own cassertions of the
truth must stand. You will agree with me that a &ftreading and
research must have come with this massive collealiogenealogies
and biographies to have witnessed extremely rarentents.

In conclusion, the genealogies of al-Baladhuri den said to be a
master-piece among the master-pieces discusseadreaarthis module.
If the work is said to be based on ulterior argumanpurpose, the
reason might well lie in an in-built political mdraf the spectacle of
powerful dynasties which were rising and falling tae same time.
From his bureaucratic vantage point, he was unyggeélified to offer
ironic though reserved testimony to the lives @ political elites.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What is the significance of genealogies to histerging?
4.0 CONCLUSION

Attention to genealogy appears to have been pnevalaong the Arabs
since very early times. Genealogies, for exampt®aat for the record
of events and dynasties from the exact progenabesach clan within a
framework of time. Genealogy also helps in a nolsmeasure to
bring to fore the root and descent of individuahily trees. To be a
successful genealogist therefore, there is the nked in-depth

understanding of the people of the past and eveBi$. genealogy
was not simply a tribal or communal concern siricalso extended
to horses, suggesting the courteous connotationheofsubject. In a
general sense, genealogy must be thought of asgamining principle,
an epistemic instrument which relates history byarmging it in a
family-tree structure. There could hardly have beemmore telling
image to impress upon an Arab tribal audience theaiof a total
breakdown in social relationships. These kinshipsrew of vital

importance in tribal politics and loss of interéstgenealogy would
mean an end to political life and all social intgian.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, an attempt has been made to let yoawkthe importance
of al-Baladhuri’'s genealogies in the historical tiags. You have

learned that his genealogies were conceived onch waster scale than
his predecessors and contemporaries and thatithaiso a shift in the
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mood of writing different from the known paths ois hpredecessors.
You have also learnt that Baladhuri’'s involvementtie bureaucratic
process of the Abbasid rule assisted him a lotet@lble to present the
society as they were in the real sense of it witliawor or prejudice to
any opposing group.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Submit a two-page essay (A4, 1% spacing) in whi gxplain why
the genealogies of Baladhuri were conceived in elmwaster scale than
his predecessors.
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MODULE 4 HISTORIOGRAPHY IN ISLAM  AND
WESTERN CULTURE.

The general aim of this module is to provide yothvan understanding
of what historiography is in both the Islamic and$érn cultures. The
main issues are; what history connotes in bothucedt the meeting
point of the two cultures and the way forward idenrto take the field
of historiography to the greater height. As a camght to the meanings
of historiography given by scholars in module ooely a brief review
of the concept of historiography will be examinegréh This review
aims at refreshing your mind on what you have leatvout history
before and the contribution of modern thinkers tee tfield of
historiography.

This module comprises of three units, which wilt geu familiar with
the western concept of history and methods. Infitlsé unit, you will
learn about what the sources of history are. Thersk unit is on the
importance of history in the lives of contemporamgn while the third
unit discusses Muslim versus Western history: whiweboth meet?
After you have gone through the three units, thgestwvould have been
set for you to appreciate the two cultures of Iskard the West.

The three units that constitute this module ar&elihtogether. At the
end of this module, you should be able to undedsthe diversities in
the Islamic and Western cultures. You will alsorbade to know that
the meeting point of both Islam and the westertuces is not remote.

Unit 1 What are the Sources of History?
Unit 2 Importance of History in The Lives Of Comtgorary Man
Unit 3 Muslim Versus Western History: Where Do Weet?

UNIT 1 WHAT ARE THE SOURCESOF HISTORY?
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  What are the Sources of History?
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Having read the course guide, | believe you haweilfarized yourself
with the introductory message to module 4. Thithes first unit of the
three divisions of unit in this module. The aimthfs unit is to take
you through the similarities and the dissimilagtleetween the Western
and the Islamic cultures. Acquisitions of knowledg@m both
perspectives remain a treasure with which schajaench their thirst.
This unit, therefore, is one of the most importaspects of this course.
| hereby advise you to give it the necessary dtetit deserves.

20 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you will be able to:

' appreciate the unrivalled legacy left behind bylyedduslim

scholars
' distinguish between the medieval and the moderioger
' know about the golden age of Islam
' discuss in detail the events of the time of the asith dynasty
' bring the schools of historiography to mind all times
' be familiar with both the Western and Islamic crétuin

relation to history writings.
3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 What arethe Sources of History?

There is no doubting the fact that theources of history from the
Islamic perspective stem from the Quran. Whilet tblithe West, may
be said to have stemmed from Greek tradition amaiChristian lore
and fables. The Qur'anic view of history may bedgai have emerged
from the creation of the heavens and the earthPtghetic realm and
their different nations. Later came thehilli Arabian environment
where the last of His messengers emerged. One pegksof an
environment in which there is a sharpening in tleeception of a
common identity, probably as a reaction to incrdasgolitical,
religious and cultural penetration of the Penindwfaits neighbors. A
string of new northern towns was becoming proudiare of its place
in the affairs of a much larger world and a rovland of poets was a
crucial importance in spreading a common languagk ethos among
the tribes. The Arabian poetry, in which narratdefers to moralizing
and the lines of verse are neatly bisected, bearsigaificant
resemblance to Qur'anic narrative and early-Islamistoriographic
forms. There is little in this epic scene framedthg causality of the
Time (Dahr) which prepares us for the arrival of the Qur'drater
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Islamic scholars were to return repeatedly to tieohy and culture
of jahilli Arabia, and some would make of it the natural riecip of

revelation, citing such things as the purity of dssert air or the
profound souls of its inhabitants. However, tjailli culture was
essentially pre-literate. Written texts then werdenast exclusively
religious or legal in nature. Although a common memwas slowly

crystallizing, this is not by itself a sufficientrqgzondition for the
appearance of historical thought and writing. Thabs learnt a new
history when they acquired a new religion. Simjtadn axial text is an
end and a beginning, a program for thought anaiact theory and its
paradigms. The Quran is a source of ideas on fyisés well as a
repository of historical examples offered for conggation. It

proclaims its own appearance as a book, as an esfersieismic

proportions. The Qur’an in its characteristic répdly contrasts human
affairs with divine providence, calling itself ‘tHgistinguisher’ and ‘the
Reminder’. The Quran set side by side two timelesawith two

corresponding orders of existence, one earthly ilnsbry, the other
divine and real. The holy Quran’s plunge into theorld is an

occurrence which traverses the earthly order, iorgat new historical
era where truth can finally and manifestly be digtiished from
falsehood. To explore these issues in more dethite principal

Qur'anic themes may be singled out from the aboieudsion; the
vision of history, the narratives of Prophets aimgk& and views of
man and his place in the scheme of things.

The Qur’anic vision of history is based on the apion of time and
space; Islam and history are synonymous. Also, €hér’'anic
narratives of Prophets and Kings is an extensidtsofiew of time’s
eternity, the Prophets of the Qur'an are types afrahlife. They
essentially came with the same message and theg followed closely
the same patterns with slight differences. Theiy were the stories
of the lonely voice crying over the injustice oddifference of his
community and undergoing similar social, politieald spiritual crises.
Finally, the Qur’anic view of man has to do witketfact that man needs
God not only for salvation but also for psycholajitiarmony and
social peace. Without belief in God, man is notbleta he becomes
a prey to all worldly violence and barbarism of {akiliyya, which is
as much a historical era as it is a warped stateniafl, the original
concept of Quranic man. Disasters in history wesused by the
abandonment of God by men to run after personalmshiand
amusements which are soon degenerated by theyretl#od. This in
turn link the human circle with that of nature andestablish the solid
image of all creation eventually coming back to Godl this is the
Qur'an’s expression for the end of history.
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Furthermore, man is ordered in the Qur'an to remamib is through

remembrance that the seed of faith is planted énhibart of man and
morality is acquired and fortified through repeatéstorical examples.
In this connection, the relationship between God aran is based on
historical record; a register of deeds and misdeeish need to be
impressed upon memory. One might argue that théa@iarvision of

history consists of two elements. It is both orgeand accidental,
rational and chaotic, wholly under the care of Gatlit is also subject
to the blind violence of the human will. This vies¥ history had a
profound effect on the Islamic historical tradition

On the other hand, during the formative days oénslthe Quran’s
impact on historiography was not immediately fethang the early
historians, for it was among several other, moresging stimuli to
historical thought and writing. Muslims, thereforgd to wait until the
third/ninth century before the emergence of histwi who grasped
fully the historiographical challenge of the Qurgmough other factors,
other circumstances were initially more decisivetlie formation of
this tradition. Hence, this period marked the beimjig of serious
historiographical accounts among the Muslims.

SELF--ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What was an environment in which Qur'anic visiorhiftory emerged?
40 CONCLUSION

Man remains the main subject of history both in WMestern and
Islamic perspective. He is to be carefully studienn the beginning of
time, generation to generation till the end of tinvghether man is
subjected to true record of history or not is aahfactor which is only
relevant in the realm of religions through the devirevealed Books.
The holy Quran, represent the main source of hysto the Muslims
other sources may be said to be mere externaldostech has not in
any way disproved the established truth of the urin other words,
all other sources of history could be concludedengeduced from its
eternal contents.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit, an attempt has been made to let ymwkwhat the sources
of history are especially as it relate to IslamuMwave learned that the
Qur’an serves as the major source of historiografithistoricizes time,
man, the Prophets of God and their nations, othdlizations and the
future life. You have also learned that the Quravision of history is
based majorly on two elements which are both ireoahd accidental in
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nature and the two elements are under the caraudeldge of God the
historymMaker.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

Submit a two-page write-up (A4, 1% spacing), in ebhyou state the
characteristics of history from the view point bétQur'an.
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UNIT 2 IMPORTANCE OF HISTORY IN THE LIVE OF
CONTEMPORARY MAN

CONTENTS
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3.0 Main Content
3.1 Importance of History in the live of contemaigrman
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

| assume you have read the course guide. | alseveelou have
familiarized yourself with the introductory messagemodule 4. This
is the second unit of the three divisions of unithis module. The aim
of this unit is to enlighten you about the impordearof history and
history writing in the life of the contemporary marhe unit also aims
to provide you with necessary information to giveuy clear
understanding of the importance of history in fifee &f man. This unit,
therefore, may be regarded as part of the mostrtapbaspect of this
course. | hereby advise you to give it the necgsatéention it deserves.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

' Appreciate the unrivalled legacy left behind by lyaviuslim
scholars

' Distinguish between the medieval and the moderioger

' Appreciate the importance of history in the lifecaintemporary
man

' Discuss in detail the events of the time of the @60 dynasty.

' Situate the early scholars’ position to the conteragy situations

' Bring the schools of historiography to mind all tirees.

' Be familiar with both the Western and Islamic crdtuin
relation to history writings.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Importanceof History in thelife of the Contemporary Man

It is important to emphasis the need to know why mdll constantly
be in need of history. This is particularly impartabecause the
development of nations and races are due to numdemtiors but for
the purpose of unity and social inter-dependenciiba develops to
become a race and a race in turn develops to beaaidization. The
parable is like a tree which originates from a setb@ same thing
applies to the human history which develops fronsirgle self to
become nations. The element of unity, the needt figrthe intrinsic as
well as the extrinsic key factor that unites a rac@ation or a society.
This unifying factor is more important than thosetbrs that cause the
decline of a nation or a society. Hence, historyusth be able to relate
and identify those factors that lead to the untfa@aof human society
than its destruction in order for it to be more magful and
constructive. Therefore, history of today shouldoive the people once
again. History should be able to relate the factbad unite men with
the traits and characteristics that represent riraadif.

The characteristic pertaining to man in historyriere everlasting and
enduring than the formation of governments and admations which
may rise and fall. In other words, Muslims of todag in dire need of
such history for they have built such a historythe past; a common
history of Muslims. According to the opinion of Ilkhaldun, there
must

be a cause or causes that formed history and tHerstanding of this
requires intellectual proofs and arguments. Asagtizal philosopher,
he describes the rise and fall of civilizationsaleo chose the revealed
aspect of knowledge to replace Aristotelian ontgplagd he found a
right combination between his practical philoso@mnd religion. This
represents a new combination that contributed tamie history of
thought. To Ibn Khaldun, group solidarityaésabiyyahforms a major
aspect of the rise or fall of any civilization asHould be given prior
consideration while writing history of any giventioa or civilization.

Moreover, Hamed Ansari on the other hand is of dipénion that
there can be no complete validity of the theorytlom process of the
rise and fall of civilization, institution, goverrent and the circle of
the rise and fall that theoretically should in aywtake place.
According to him, it is not always the tribal sdarity that brings
about the turning point in history. Religious pietgd moral solidarity
should be seen as the bases for the formation o mavernments that
came about in Islamic history even during the tohesputable scholars
like Ibn Khaldun. Although, it is true that the @i®f the Mughals, the
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Ottomans and the new Saudi Kingdom may be seenghrthe mirror
of the concept ofdssabiyyah’ but the major events in history which
appears in form of colonization, and recent develepts such as the
American ‘intervention’ in Muslim countries haveoped otherwise.
Sudden military power of the West, industrializationodern arms and
economic over-drive and requirements may lead éoittkervention in
history without resorting to the natural factors ihistorical
transformation. Therefore, as projected by Ibn Khbal religion may
not be the only strengthening factor, but in maages, the major factor
that transforms history.

It must be clearly stated here that, in recent simein recent history,
group solidarity was formed due to the ideologicainflicts and

different values between the colonialists and tiéorized. Muslim

countries were freed either by force formed thg people or were
allowed to be free due to the internal pressureedadby the

colonialists. In both cases, it was the force o theople not the
supremacy of the arms alone that is the key fattoother words, there
are new factors that cause historical transformatid-or example, it
may be true in the case of the Taliban that tritehds have joined
forces to oppose the Afghan government, but th@mégctors remain
to a large extent the intervention of external meligious forces which
were identified by the people of Afghanistan asheitCommunist,
Capitalist or the Intruders.

However, the above view does not in any way ineédthe idea of
change as continually taking place in history astylated by Ibn
Khaldun. All we need to do is to readdress thedsand add new
factors to what has been spelled out earlier byKbaldun, and in so
doing, we will also come to terms with the impocearof history in the
life of contemporary man. Many aspects of recergngy may still
fall within the scope of lbn Khaldun's ideas of @é@pment and
disintegration of society, and can be redefinediwithe scope of the
cyclical process of history. You will notice thaegpite the linear
concept of history of the modern West, many recewénts are
integrated and suit well with the way history isrqeved by lbn
Khaldun. However, it requires modifications and newalyses to
accommodate new developments in the contemporastorki and
historical events. Again, just as it has been daidhe preceding
module, Ibn Khaldun should be appraised througtorey Iperiod of
history rather than events that takes place inoat gteriod of time, too
contemporary and waiting for the moment of changake effect.

To conclude, you will agree with me that the impoxe of history

cannot be over- emphasized in the life of contemyoman. Despite
the fact that history is cyclical in nature, it tiomally needs interpreter,
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developer and someone to make history live foreltas the job of a

historian to check and to come up with a more lalgmonclusion

instead of hearing a heresy and quicken it in &ofil report.

History of today is in dire need of historians wihdl constantly bring

back the past into the reckoning of the contemgonaan so as to be
able to bring or situate the past into the pres@dt move the field of
historiography to the next level.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Identify other factors that can enhance the prediemv of historical
records in the contemporary period.

40 CONCLUSION

The contemporary man needs history more than eefarda History

today serves as one of the instruments of developbecause it brings
back the past as if in the present to remind thepleeof what has
happened to the generations before them. In ddiigy it becomes
important for the present to learn from both mistland fortunes of
the past nations because history often times regsedt in other words,
man becomes a universal being within history arad the importance
of history cannot be over-emphasized in the lifemftemporary man.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have been made to understandinf@ortance of
history in the life of contemporary man. You halsodearnt that group
solidarity sometimes serves as factor of emanapatr put in another
way, often times contribute to the rise and fallagbarticular nation or
civilization. You have also learnt that in as muhhistory naturally is
cyclical according to the postulations of Ilbn Khaid for the
contemporary history to be relevant and complete, réquires
modifications and new analyses to accommodate mwldpments in
the contemporary history and historical events.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT
Give a detail account in not more than two to twd a half page (A4,

1% spacing) of how perfect the concept a$sabiyyah’according to
Ibn Khaldun serves as a factor of societal develmm
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

| assume you have read the course guide. | alsevieelou have

familiarized yourself with the introductory messagemodule 4. This

is the last unit in this module. The aim of thigtus to let you have

an in depth understanding of the relationship betwthe western and
the Muslims’ understanding of historiography. Thaitwalso aims to

provide you with necessary information on the nmegtboint of both

cultures to give you clear understanding of thedrtamce of history in

the life of man. This unit, therefore, may be relgar as part of the most
important aspect of this course. | hereby advisa yo give it the

necessary attention it deserves.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to

' Appreciate the unrivalled legacy left behind by ledviuslim

scholars

' Distinguish between the medieval and the moderioger

' Appreciate the importance of history in the lifecafintemporary
man

' Discuss in detail the events of the time of the @&ditd dynasty.

' Situate the early scholars’ position to the conterapy situations

' Bring the schools of historiography to mind all threes.

' Be familiar with both the Western and Islamic cratuin
relation to history writings.

' Know the meeting point of both western and Muslims’

conception of history.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Muslim versus Western historiography: Where do we meet?

In an attempt to discuss the meeting point or tifierdnces between
both western and Muslims’ understanding of the ephof knowledge
in line with historical records, we would like todus on thedgl-naq|
mind as propounded by Ibn Khaldun as shown in thih part of his
Mugaddimah In order to understand the specific Islamic krexge
factors that shaped Ibn khaldun’s intellectual mitmére is the need for
us to look at the general characteristics of theslMumind, since it has
been assumed from a sociological perspective that Khaldun's
intellectual mind had worked out his ‘new scienadhin the religious
cultural framework before Western domination antbiization of the
Islamic world in the contemporary period. The dleas Muslim
intellectual mind was heavily influenced by the @uis ethics of
knowledge acquisition and creation. The Qur'anibiast could be
simply summarized in the following features:

The Qur'an gives top priority to knowledge acquasitand creation.
The first revealed Qurani verses strongly strdss importance of
literacy and continuous learning to secure wide Wedge of

everything in this world or in the universe.

It ordered humanity to seek knowledge and develodghe Qur'anic
text asks Muslims and non-Muslims to adopt the wadlogy of

continuous observation of three main areas of tHg the

universe/nature (2) the historical events of humeairilizations,

societies and their social actors and (3) the hudiaiinct nature; this
Qur’anic appeal certainly serves well the developinad the sciences in
the two cultures. The epistemological unity of thiteer comes from the
Qur'anic idea of one God, the Creator of all therlds phenomena
that the sciences of the two cultures study.

In the view of the Quran, true knowledge shouldkmascientists,
historians/ scholars the most pious and humbleopsrsowards God-
knowledge in Islam’s conception should lead toigmt salvation. The
reverse is the case when it comes to the Westencepbtion of
knowledge. In other words, knowledge should be a@ktobGod.

No matter how vast or wide human knowledge could leis
always limited when compared with God’s unlimiteddauniversal
knowledge.

The divine knowledge has absolute authenticity, tagety, and
inclusiveness of allthings in the world and thevense at large.
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Considering the historical records, early Muslichaars and scientists
of all disciplines were able to produce unrivalledacies in terms of
knowledge creation because of their abilities torgeetogether the
revealed sacred knowledgeaf]) on the one hand, and the human
acquired knowledge based on human reasoniagl)(‘on the other
hand. lbn Khaldun’s interdisciplinary thought ist mm exception to this
rule of the combination of the revealed and acguikieowledge; that is
to say that he strongly adopted the cognitive dtalerspective éql-
naql) in writing his entire works including thglugaddimah Moreover,
the sociological perspective helps in a no smallasoes in
understanding and explaining the differences beatwibe two minds
(Muslim and the Western) with reference to the &itian and
creation of knowledge. Whereas the Muslim mind se®s
contradictions between theql and nagl knowledge but rather
emphasizes their harmony, the Western mind on thercand has
witnessed a sweeping liberation from the influerfethe Christian
theological thought since the Renaissance. Ratsmal
experimentation, empirical data collections havebaicome the only
basis for Western contemporary knowledge. Al-Jahsserts the
difference between these two minds in accordante the way each of
them prioritizes the following; Man, Nature and Gddhereas the
Western mind gives more importance to the first-tw@an and nature;
the Muslim mind on the other hand gives priority tte three- God
being the prime facie. This in turn helps to acdofor the non-
readiness of the former and the readiness of ttierléo adopt the
perspective of theagql-nagl mind (Al-Jabri 1988: 27-31). With these
cultural differences in the knowledge acquisitiomdacreation from
the perspectives of the two cultures in mind, itdraes clear to us why
Western scholars have often been impressed by dhkg side as
propounded by Ibn Khaldun and why they have demied criticized
him for his reference to theaqlside (Lacoste 1998: 241-57).

The existence of the two minds in the realm of kieglge acquisition
and creation generates controversy. The Westerremaaind look at
issues with suspicion, disbelief and with hostilitpwards any
knowledge attached to religion. The Muslim mindwekwer, finds
solace in the fundamental revealed texts for themdantmade
knowledge. Despite the controversial nature oftthe minds, each of
them has contributed to the human advancementrimstef knowledge
acquisition and creation. In the contemporary timeswever, the
Western modern mind serves as the only yardstitk which human
knowledge is determined. It is appropriate to n@anthere whether
there is enough justification for Muslims¢l-nagl mind to stand on its
own and even compete with the Western mind in kedgg creation.
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First, the Muslim mind is strongly a pro-knowledgequisition and

creation which is attached to the Divine. The Quicaext is an open
invitation to the entire human race to ponder ameflect on the

universe endless phenomena. It is estimated thatsbih of the

verses of the Qur'an speaks directly or indireathput the importance
of knowledge in the life of human beings. Hences #tientists and
scholars who imbibed the culture of the Qur'an meedhe inheritors of
the Prophets. In other words, the ethics of knogteseeking is deeply
rooted in the Muslimagl-nagl mind.

Second, the two major sources of the Shari'ah @urand hadith)
include explicit and implicit statements to sciéotfacts about various
phenomena in the world that have just recently béiscovered by
modern science. One important example from the &urs the
development of the embryo which is known in the erodscience as
embryology. The stages of human development hage bwated in the
Qur'an for over fourteen centuries ago, in whickréhis no conflict
with the discoveries of the modern science. To,thise famous
embryologist Keith Moore has strongly praised ther'@nic precise
terms for the phases of human development in thmlw@®loore 1982).

Similarly, in his comparative of the place of thaesitific facts in both
the Bible and the Qur’an, Maurice Bucaille comesthie conclusion
that; “the Qur'anic statements are in perfect age® with modern
scientific facts which are unconceivable to consiffohammad as
their author. Thus, modern scientific knowledge npiés us to
understand the meanings of certain Qur'anic vergbgh have not
been well understood until the present day. (Bleab76: 254-255).

Thirdly, it could be argued that the Muslims’ irteisce on the reason
and revelation is justified because of the factt thaman-made
knowledge is always problematic in their outlookhisl type of

knowledge is a combination of fact and error, atorix of certainty and
doubt. Man’s use of his intellect and analyticasening often involves
probabilities between the truth and the false m blody of knowledge
he attains. Thinkers, scientists and philosophér@icages have come
to the awareness of the problematic nature of @t &nd error
dimension that characterizes human-made knowledge.

Furthermore, Ibn Khaldun's theory dl-Mutabaqa (the matching
between historical events and human social reglifie the science of
history is aimed at minimizing the downsides otdikal knowledge in
which Muslim historians were involved before andridg Ibn
Khaldun’s time. This theory was meant to raiseléwel of authenticity
and credibility of historical knowledge. This maye kaid to be in
conformity with the influence of ethics of Posism and Empiricism
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on the modern knowledge. But there is no doubting fact that
modern knowledge will hardly be able to exhaustth# causes of
errors and pitfalls in the human-made knowledge.isTih because
human-made knowledge is limited in scope, it woldgitimately

and modestly need the Divine intervention as itmglimentary to

help human deal particularly with the controversidiical, moral issues
that have proven to be rather difficult to arrivetlae ultimate reality
which can assist humanity to settle for the goodmain and society
when relying only on human reasoning.

From the foregoing, it is clear that Western mingdigjudice against
religion is as a result of special socio historicélcumstance that
Western civilization has experienced since the Rsaace in the
confrontation between the Church on the one hand,szientists and
Western modernizing societies at large on the othEre said
experiences have served as culture of separatidrdestrust between
science and religion. In other words, it becomesdsficult for the

Western mind to understand or accept any deal gbe@tion between
the science and the religion as manifested in dgg-riagl mind of the

Muslim.

In conclusion, from the Islamic perspective, th@smn assisted by
revelation serves as the ideal mind which can reaghfor a more

credible and complete corpus of knowledge. Ibn Khals work raises
serious questions about the assumption of the modérstern mind’s

persistence on the fact that true science and geriowledge cannot
be obtained if religion is not separated from soéerAs stated above,
this conclusion was arrived at by the Western miraded on their
experience with the history of the church. Musliimsind strongly

defies the substance of those claims and opensngador scientists,

historians and scholars to seek more than one wagreéate and
establish solid knowledge. Hence, if the two c@tumust meet, there
must be openings to the meeting point which is betwthe revealed
and rational knowledge.

SELF ASSESSMEMENT EXERCISE
Explain very briefly theagl-naglmind as propounded by Ibn Khaldun.
40 CONCLUSION

The mind that the Qur’an built is of course not ffzene thing with the
mind that only senses and reasoning built. It igdrtant to note that the
challenges posed by the Qur'an to humanity to poodehe creation of
God and to travel on the land to see what has mggp® the people in
aforetime sends a signal of dependency of man weelatons. This is
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because the Divine revelation seems to be the afdymant of
authority of guidance which can lead humanity te thtimate Reality.
Both philosophy and science have failed in arriviatgthe concrete
answers to the ultimate questions- because théylack accuracy and
finality.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learned that both the Westmd the Muslim
mind are in conflict because of the inability om tbart of the Western
mind to accommodate revelation in the knowledgeatawa and
acquisition. You have also learned that since hisib records are
directly motivated by the Qur'an, the Muslim hiséors did everything
possible to make sure that historical records areimo the test of
accuracy and authenticity.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKEDASSIGNMENT

Submit a two-page essay (A4, 1% line spacing), &lgeu give a detail
account of the dichotomy between the Muslim andwhestern mind in
the knowledge creation and acquisition.
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The Marking guide for the Examiner (s)

It has already been stated in the course guideath#tte tutor-marked
assignment carries 30 marks each and an examinal$oncarries 70
marks. Answers to all the tutor-marked assignmegit®n in this
course are all within the essay of each unit. leixpected that the
examiner(s) will look inward before setting the sguens for the
examinations. Any student that is able to reprodi@¥% of what is in
the body of the essay concerning each topics abdise in this course
with additional information apart from the one givey the course
developer in both the tutor-marked assignments t@adxaminations
is entitled to be graded 7 point or A or a distimetgrade as the case
may be. If a student is able to give back 70% oéts taught without
any additional information, he/she is also entitiecdn “A” grade while
others who are below 70% ranges between creditpasses grades. |
am confident that with the in depth discussionshis course material
and all the materials | suggested for consultatfonsthe students on
their own; none of my students should get anythésg than a credit in
this course.

For the tutor-marked assignment grade, the tutorial
coordinators/facilitators should take student®radance at the tutorials
very seriously because | presumed that attenddrtbe #utorials should
assist the students to have a correct masteryeo€dhirse content and
subject matter. Not only this, the attendance shalso be given
certain percentage (10%) of the whole exercise.otimer words, |
am saying ten (10) marks should be allotted tondtiace at the
tutorials while the remaining (20) marks be alldtte the tutor-marked
assignments. The examiner (s) is expected to wet(i) questions for
the examinations out of which the students are &®ple to answer
three (3) questions carrying between twenty to tyfine (25) marks
each. This is determined by how wide or short thegth of each
question is. With all these explanations, | asstineeexaminer should
know how to go about all these without any furtbegblem.

| wish you all the best in this course and yourirensojourn in
the National Open

University of Nigeria.
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