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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course is to give the students of international relations a comprehensive knowledge of the
historical development, achievements and changes in the practice of diplomacy. Thus the course
will appraise and analyse the patterns of the practice of diplomacy by independent nations and
other independent non-state actors in international politics. Consequently, this material has
been prepared to give the students all-encompassing definitions and meanings of diplomacy. The
course will also provide the trace of historical development of the practice of diplomacy. The
course will analyse the reasons and consequences of the changes in diplomatic relations over the
years and to enlighten the students on the characteristics of diplomats. The course will also
evaluate the different diplomatic nomenclatures and state different functions of diplomats.
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INTRODUCTION

This course is a two credit unit course for undergraduate students of International Relations.
History and practice of Diplomacy introduces the students to the Practice and historical
development of diplomatic relations. The course drew the attention of students to the empirical
and normative implications of conceptual choices in area of diplomacy. In the first part, the
course provides a brief survey of the evolution of the concept of diplomacy based on divergent
analytical perspectives on the empirical manifestation. The course also teaches the students the
contributions of diplomacy in ensuring international peace and security in the present nuclear
age and period of weapons of mass destruction. The course also teaches the students the
requirements of becoming a good diplomat and functions of diplomatic missions. The course
study combines both perspectives by focusing on the increasing use of statecraft within the
international system and equally provides a concise diagnosis while offering some hints on the
understanding of the subject.

COURSE AIM AND LEARNING OUTCOMES

Basically, the major aim of this course is to give the students of international relations a
comprehensive knowledge of the historical development, achievements and changes in the
practice of diplomacy.

The specific Learning outcomes of the course are to:

i. trace the historical development of the practice of diplomacy

ii. analyse the basic traditional perspective on diplomacy

iii. enlighten the students about the historical development of the practice of diplomacy
iv. educate the students on the analytical approaches to understand diplomacy

It should be noted that, in addition to the stated Learning outcomes, each unit also has specific
Learning outcomes. The unit Learning outcomes are stated at the beginning of each course unit.

WORKING THROUGH THIS COURSE

To complete the course, it is expected that the students should read the study units and other
related materials. You will also need to undertake practical exercises for which you need a pen,
a note-book, and other materials that will be listed in this guide. The exercises are to aid you in
understanding the concepts being presented. At the end of each unit, you will be required to
submit written assignment for assessment purposes. At the end of the course, you will write a
final examination.

THE COURSE MATERIALS

The major materials you will need for this course are:

i. Course Guide

ii. Study Units

iii. Relevant textbooks including recommended ones listed under each unit



iv. Assignments File

STUDY UNITS
There are 16 study units in this course. They are:

Module 1 Conceptualisation of Diplomacy
Unit 1 Definitions of Diplomacy

Unit 2 Diplomacy and Foreign Policy

Unit 3 Dimensions of Diplomacy

Unit 4 The Scope of Diplomacy

Module 2 Historical Perceptions of Diplomacy

Unit 1 Diplomatic History

Unit 2 Appointments, Reception and Recall of Diplomats
Unit 3 Characteristics/Qualities of Diplomats

Unit 4 Functions of Diplomatic Missions

Module 3 Patterns of Diplomatic Relations
Unit 1 Types of Diplomacy

Unit 2 Diplomatic Nomenclatures

Unit 3 Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges
Unit 4 Breach of Diplomatic Relations

Module 4 Diplomacy in a Changing World

Unit 1 Diplomacy at the United Nations

Unit 2 Changing Nature of Diplomacy

Unit 3 The Use of Regional Organizations in Diplomacy

Unit 4 The European Union and Developments in Diplomatic Method

REFERENCES FOR FURTHER READINGS

The course guide has assessed relevance of the contents of this course, History and Practice of
Diplomacy and we hereby recommend textbooks within the sphere of this course curriculum. It
examined appropriateness of learning activities and determined the readability of the
recommended diplomacy textbooks used for teaching in tertiary institutions. However, certain
textbooks have been recommended for the purpose of this course. You may wish to purchase
them for further reading.

ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

An assessment exercise and a marking scheme will be made available to you. In the assessment
file, you will find details of the works you must submit to your tutor for marking. There are two
aspects of the assessment for this course; the tutor marked and the written examination. The
marks you obtain in these two areas will make up your final marks. The assignments must be
submitted to your tutor for formal assessment in accordance with the deadline stated in the



presentation schedule and the assignment file. The work you submit to your tutor for assessment
will count for 30% of your total score.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

You will have to submit a specified number of the (TMAs). Every unit in this course has a tutor
marked assignment. You will be assessed on four of them but the best three performances from
the (TMAs) will be used for your 30% grading. When you have completed each assignment, send
it together with a Tutor-Marked Assignment form to your tutor. Make sure each assignment
reaches your tutor on or before the deadline for submissions. If for any reason, you cannot
complete your work on time, contact your tutor for a discussion on the possibility of an extension.
Extension will not be granted after the due date unless under exceptional circumstances.

FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

The final examination will be a test of three hours. All areas of the course will be examined. Find
time to read the unit all over before your examination. The final examination will attract 70% of
the total course grade. The examination will consist of questions, which reflects the kinds of self-
assessment exercises and tutor marked assignment you have previously encountered. And all
aspects of the course will be assessed. You should use the time between completing the last unit,
and taking the examination to revise the entire course.

COURSE MARKING SCHEME
The following table lays out how the actual course mark allocation is broken down.

Assessment Marks
Assignments-best three assignments out of four marked 30%
Final Examination 70%
Total 100%

COURSE OVERVIEW/ PRESENTATION

The dates for submission of all assignments will be communicated to you. The students will be
duly informed about the dates of completing the study units and dates for examinations. It is
expected that students should follow the instructions and return the assignment as at when due.

‘ Unit ‘ Title of Work ‘ Week Activity ‘ Assignments ‘
Module 1 Conceptualization of Diplomacy

1 Definitions of Diplomacy Week 1 Assignment 1

2 Diplomacy and Foreign Policy Week 2 Assignment 2

3 Dimensions of Diplomacy Week 3 Assignment 3

4 The Scope of Diplomacy Week 4 Assignment 4

Module 2 The History and Practice of Diplomacy
‘ 1 ‘ Diplomatic History ‘ Week 5 Assignment 1




2 Appointments, Recall and Reception of | Week 6 Assignment 2

Diplomacy
3 Characteristics/Qualities of Diplomats Week 7 Assignment 3
4 Functions of Diplomatic Missions Week 8 Assignment 4

Module 3 Patterns of Diplomatic Relations

1 Types of Diplomacy Week 9 Assignment 1
2 Diplomatic Nomenclatures Week 10 Assignment 2
3 Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges Week 11 Assignment 3
4 Breach of Diplomatic Relations Week 12 Assignment 4

Module 4 Diplomacy in a Changing World

1 Diplomacy at the United Nations Week 13 Assignment 1
2 The Changing Nature of Diplomacy Week 14 Assignment 2
3 The Use of Regional Organisation in | Week 15 Assignment 3
Diplomacy
4 The EU and Developments in Diplomacy | Week 16 Assignment 4
Method
Revision Week 17
Examination Week 18
Total 18 Weeks

WHAT YOU WILL NEED IN THIS COURSE

There will be some recommended texts at the end of each module that you are expected to
purchase and web site platforms where you can download relevant materials in the field of study.
Some of these texts will be available to you in libraries across the country. In addition, your
computer proficiency skill will be useful to you in accessing internet materials that pertain to this
course. It is expected that students should create time to study these texts meticulously and
conscientiously.

TUTOR AND TUTORIALS

Information relating to tutorials will be provided at the appropriate time. Your tutor will mark
and comment on your assignments, keep a close watch on your progress and on any difficulties
you might encounter and provide assistance to you during the course. You must take your tutor
marked assignments to the study centre well before the due date (at least two working days are
required). They will be marked by your tutor and returned to you as soon as possible. Do not
hesitate to contact your tutor if you need help. Contact your tutor if:

i. You do not understand any part of the study units or assigned readings

ii. You have difficulty with the exercises

iii. You have a question or problem with an assignment or with your tutor’s comments on an
assignment or with the grading of an assignment. You should try your best to attend tutorials.



This is the only chance to have face-to-face contact with your tutor and ask questions which are
answered instantly. You can raise any problem encountered in the course of your study. To gain
the maximum benefit from course tutorials, prepare a question list before attending them. You
will learn a lot from participating in discussion actively.

HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM THIS COURSE

In distance learning, the study units replace the university lecture. This is one of the great
advantages of distance learning; you can read and work through specially designed study
materials at your own pace, and at a time and place that suits you best. Think of it as reading the
lecture instead of listening to the lecturer. In the same way a lecturer might give you some
reading to do, the study units tell you where to read, and which are your text materials or set
books. You are provided exercises to do at appropriate points, just as a lecturer might give you
an in-class exercise. Each of the study units follows a common format.

The first item is an introduction to the subject matter of the unit, and how a particular unit is
integrated with the other units and the course as a whole. Next to this is a set of Learning
outcomes. These Learning outcomes let you know what you should be able to do by the time you
have completed the unit. These learning outcomes are meant to guide your study. The moment
a unitis finished, you must go back and check whether you have achieved the Learning outcomes.
If this is made a habit, then you will significantly improve your chances of passing the course. The
main body of the unit guides you through the required reading from other sources. This will
usually be either from your set books or from a reading section. The following is a practical
strategy for working through the course. If you run into any trouble, telephone your tutor.
Remember that your tutor’s job is to help you. When you need assistance, do not hesitate to call
and ask your tutor to assist you in the progression of this study.

It should be noted that a critical assessment and perusing through this Course Guide thoroughly
is your first assignment.

i. Organise a study schedule, that is, design a ‘course overview’ to guide you through the course.
Note the time you are expected to spend on each unit and how the assignment relates to the
units. Whatever method you choose to use, you should decide and write in your own dates and
schedule of work for each unit.

ii. Once you have created your own study schedule, do everything to stay faithful to it. The major
reason why students fail is that they get behind with their course work. If you get into difficulties
with your schedule, please, let your tutor know before it is too late to help.

iii. Turn to Unit 1, and read the introduction and the Learning outcomes for the unit.
iv. Assemble the study materials. You will need your set of books and the unit you are studying

at any point in time. As you work through the unit, you will know what sources to consult for
further information.



v. Keep in touch with your study centre. Up-to-date course information will be continuously
available there.

vi. Well before the relevant due dates (about 4 weeks before due dates), keep in mind that you
will learn a lot by doing the assignment carefully. They have been designed to help you meet the
Learning outcomes of the course and, therefore, will help you pass the examination. Submit all
assignments not later than the due date.

vii. Review the Learning outcomes for each study unit to confirm that you have achieved them.
If you feel unsure about any of the Learning outcomes, review the study materials or consult your
tutor.

viii. When you are confident that you have achieved a unit’s Learning outcomes, you can start on
the next unit. Proceed unit by unit through the course and try to pace your study so that you
keep yourself on schedule.

ix. When you have submitted an assignment to your tutor for marking, do not wait for its return
before starting on the next unit. Keep to your schedule. When the assignment is returned, pay
particular attention to your tutor’s comments, both on the tutor marked assignment form and
also the written comments on the ordinary assignment.

x. After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare yourself for the final examination.
Check that you have achieved the unit Learning outcomes (listed at the beginning of each unit)
and the course Learning outcomes (listed in the Course Guide).

CONCLUSION

The Course Guide gives you an overview of what to expect in the cause of this study. The course
introduces to you all that you need to know about the evolution, changes and developments in
Diplomacy and also teaches you the basic requirements of a carrier diplomat.
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MODULE 1: CONCEPTUALISATION OF DIPLOMACY
D

Unit 1 Definitions of Diplomacy
Unit 2 Diplomacy and Foreign Policy
Unit 3 Dimensions of Diplomacy
Unit 4 The Scope of Diplomacy

UNIT 1 DEFINITIONS OF DIPLOMACY

UNIT STRUCTURE

1.1 Introduction

1.2 Learning outcomes

1.3 Main Content

1.3.1. Definitions of Diplomacy by Eminent Authors
1.4 Conclusion

1.5 Summary

1.6 Self-Assessment Exercises (SAEs)

1.7 References/Further Readings

1.8 Answers to Self-Assessment Exercises (SAEs)

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The existence of mankind at a reasonable level of civilization is practically impossible without
peace, trade and social relations between nation-states and these things depend upon
diplomacy, upon the representation of states and the adjustments of their contacts. This is
because, according to Adams Smith in his study of International Comparative Advantage,
different nations of the world are endowed differently with different potentials and these
endowed potentials can only be gained and be made possible through the art of diplomacy. In
this way, diplomacy can be defined as “the art of representing states and of conducting
negotiations for a better cooperation for peaceful coexistence among nation states”.

1.2 LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

- give definitions of diplomacy by different authors
- give reasons for having different definitions

- explain the meaning of diplomacy.

1.3 MAIN CONTENT

1.3.1 Basic Definitions of Diplomacy

There is no general definition of diplomacy which can be all embracing or consensual.
Consequently, there are as many definitions of diplomacy as there are writers on the concept.
However, in this unit we are concerned with basic definitions of diplomacy by relevant authorities



of diplomacy. This is in order to have a good fundamental understanding and knowledge of
diplomacy and diplomatic relations among nations.

Random House Dictionary defines diplomacy as: the conduct by government officials of
negotiations and other relations between nations; the art or science of conducting such
negotiations, skills in managing negotiation, handling of people so that there is little or no ill-
feeling.

The Oxford English Dictionary defines diplomacy as: the management of international relations
by negotiations; the method by which these relations are adjusted and managed by Ambassadors
and Envoys; the business or art of diplomacy.

As already stated, because of many definitions of the concept diplomacy, there is no one
definition considered to be comprehensive or universal in nature. Sir Earnest Satow asserts that:

Diplomacy is the application of intelligence and tact to the
conduct of official relations between the governments of
independent state, extending sometimes also to their
relations with vassal states; or briefly still, the conduct of
business between states by peaceful means (Satow,
1962:1).

Adams Watson on the other hand believes that:

the diplomatic dialogue is the instrument of international
society: a civilized process based on awareness and respect
for other people’s point of view; and a civilizing one also,
because the continuous exchange of ideas, and the attempt
to find mutually acceptable solutions to conflicts of
interests  increase that awareness and respect
(Watson:1987: 20).

Some leading diplomats and scholars of international relations have used the word “diplomacy”
to mean the practice of international legal principles and norms in international relations. In the
words of E.J.J Johnson (Johnson: 1964:11)

Although diplomacy might be described as a complex and
delicate instrument that measures forces working at
epicentres of international relations..., the subtle measures
of diplomacy can be used to arrest, ameliorate or reduce,
discard misunderstandings and disagreements which
precipitate international crises.



From the different definitions of diplomacy by these authorities, it is therefore believed that
diplomacy is concerned with the management of relations between independent states and
between these states and other actors. Diplomacy is often thought of as being concerned with
peaceful activity, although it may occur within war or armed conflict or be used in the
orchestration of particular acts of violence.

The blurring of line, in fact between diplomatic activity and violence is one of the developments
of note distinguishing modern diplomacy. The point can be made more generally in terms of
widening the content of diplomacy. Certainly, what constitutes diplomacy today goes beyond the
definitions which sometimes rather narrow politico-strategic conception given to the term nor is
it appropriate to view diplomacy in a restrictive or formal sense as being the preserve of foreign
ministries and diplomatic service personnel. Thus diplomacy should be seen rather to be
undertaken by officials from a wide range of domestic ministries or agencies with their foreign
counterparts, reflecting its technical content, between officials from international organisations
such as International Monetary Funds (IMF) and the United Nations (UN) Secretariat or involve
foreign corporations and a host of government transnationally and with or through- Non
Governmental Organisations and private individuals.

1.4 CONCLUSION

In this unit we have discussed the basic definitions by relevant authorities of diplomacy. These
definitions by relevant authorities have given us a good fundamental understanding and
knowledge of diplomacy and diplomatic relations among nations-states.

1.5 SUMMARY

Diplomacy is the means by which states through their formal and other representatives, as well
as other actors articulate, coordinate and secures particular or wider interests using
correspondence, private talks, exchange of view, lobbying, visits, persuasions, and other related
activities. The art of diplomacy involves tact, and the use of intelligence, and in this role the work
of the missions become paramount.

1.6 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES (SAEs)

1. defines diplomacy as the conduct by government officials of
negotiations and other relations between nations; the art or science of conducting such
negotiations and skills in managing negotiation.

a. Random House Dictionary

b. Adam Smith

c. Longman Dictionary

d. The Oxford English Dictionary

2. is the application of intelligence and tact to the conduct of official
relations between the governments of independent state, extending sometimes also to their
relations with vassal states; or briefly still, the conduct of business between states by peaceful
means.

a. Diplomat




b. Diplomatic
c. Diplomacy
d. International Relations

3. and are major developments of note distinguishing
modern diplomacy.

a. Conflict and Crises

b. Relations and Dialogue

c. Diplomatic activity and violence

d. Conflict and Peace

4. It can be argued that involves tact, and the use of intelligence, and
in this role the work of the missions become paramount.

a. The art of diplomacy

b. Political skill

c. Peace negotiation

d. Politico-negotiation

1.7 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Wrights, Quincy (1955). The Study of International Relations. New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts
Inc.

Nicholson, Harold (1952). Diplomacy (2nd edition). New York: Oxford University Press.
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1.8 ANSWERS TO SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES (SAEs)
1l.a
2.C
3.c
4.a




UNIT 2 DIPLOMACY AND FOREIGN POLICY
UNIT STRUCTURE

2.1 Introduction

2.2 Learning outcomes

2.3 Main Content

2.3.1 The Nature of Diplomacy

2.3.2 Foreign Policy and Diplomacy

2.4 Conclusion

2.5 Summary

2.6 Self-Assessment Exercises (SAEs)

2.7 References/Further Readings

2.8 Answers to Self-Assessment Exercises (SAEs)

2.1. INTRODUCTION

The interests of nation-states are articulated taking many factors into consideration. Such factors
like economic needs and resources, geography, defence requirement and strategies, existing
alliances with other states and many factors in foreign policy are taking into consideration.
However, the success of foreign policy of any nation state depends on the nature of diplomacy.
It could be said that, while foreign policy is concerned with substance and contents of external
relations across the national boundary, diplomacy is primarily concerned with the methodology
for implementing the foreign policy Learning outcomes of a nation-state.

2.2 LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

- give a comprehensive, explanations of diplomacy and foreign policy
- discuss the major differences between foreign policy and diplomacy
- discuss the nature of diplomacy

- explain the peculiar nature of foreign policy.

2.3 MAIN CONTENT

2.3.1 The Nature of Diplomacy

Joseph Stalin quoted in (Dallin, 1944: 71) had paid his respect to the art of diplomacy in these
words:

A diplomat’s words must have no relation to actions,
otherwise what kind of diplomacy is it? Words are one
thing, actions another. Good words are a mask for the
concealment of bad deeds. Sincere diplomacy is no more
possible than dry water or wooden iron.



Stalin in this quotation expressed the traditional attitude of modern dictators towards diplomacy,
namely, that it is a means of concealing a nation’s real aims and of providing a smoke-screen for
actions of vastly different character. Joseph Stalin, in short, took a cynical view of art of
diplomacy. While the sentiments of Stalin have some justifications, they do not suggest the real
nature of diplomacy, which consists of the techniques and procedures for conducting relations
among states; it is in fact, the normal means of conducting international relations. In itself
diplomacy, like any machinery is both neither moral norimmoral, its use and value depends upon
the intentions and abilities of those who practise it.

Diplomacy functions through a labyrinth of foreign offices, embassies, legations, consulates, and
special missions all over the world. It is commonly bilateral in character, but as a result of the
growing importance of international conferences, international organisations, regional
arrangements and collective security measures, it’s multilateral aspect have become increasingly
significant. It may embrace a multitude of interests, from the simplest matter of detail in the
relations between two states to vital issues of war and peace. When it breaks down, the danger
of war, or at least a major crisis is real.

Nation-states deal bilaterally with one another and meet together in multilateral organisations
not only because they have interests in common, but also because they have interests which
conflict. Moreover, the fact of independence breeds suspicion and doubts. History is full of
examples of conflict, duplicity and reversals of policy and everyday fresh examples are emerging.
Diplomacy is intimately concerned with these problems and is therefore viewed as an organised
pattern of communication and negotiation which enables each independent state to learn from
what it also objects to. In modern international societies, diplomacy has become more than an
instrument of communication and bargaining. It is an activity which, even if often abused, has a
bias towards the resolution of conflicts. Some leading diplomats and specialists have used the
word “diplomacy” as the practices of international legal principles and norms in international
relations.

Diplomacy with its ever-increasing intricate modalities techniques in all fields of human activity
in contemporary period has transformed itself into a well-organised scientific discipline and its
effectiveness in international politics cannot be over-emphasised.

2.3.2 Foreign Policy and Diplomacy

It is necessary to bear in mind that there is a defined distinction between foreign policy and
diplomacy. The foreign policy of a state according to Childs (1948:64) is the substance of foreign
relations, whereas, diplomacy is the process by which foreign policy is carried out. Policy is made
by different persons and agencies but presumably on major matters in any state, whatever its
form of government; it is made at the highest levels, though subject to many different kinds of
control. Then it is the purpose of diplomacy to provide the machinery and the personnel by which
foreign policy is executed. One is substance; the other is method.

One of the most astute students and practitioners of diplomacy in the twentieth century, Harold
Nicolson is particularly insistent on calling attention to this distinction. However, in some cases,



his efforts to be very precise in this matter seem to raise further questions. For example, in his
interesting study, The Congress of Vienna (A Study in Allied Unity, 1964) Nicolson wrote:

It is useful, even when dealing with a remote historical
episode, to consider where diplomacy ends and foreign
policy begins. Each of them is with the adjustment of
national to international interests. Foreign policy is based
upon a general conception of national requirements...

Diplomacy on the other hand, is not an end but a means;
not a purpose but a method. It seeks, by the use of reason,
conciliation and the exchange of interests to prevent major
conflicts arising between sovereign states. It seeks, by the
agency through which foreign policy seeks to attain its
purpose by agreement rather than by war. Thus when
agreement becomes impossible, diplomacy which is the
instrument of peace becomes inoperative; and foreign
policy, the final sanction of which is war alone becomes
operative.

The last sentence of the above quotation tends to destroy the nice distinction between diplomacy
and foreign policy which Nicolson has made. And it is misleading in that it suggests that diplomacy
ceases to function when major international war arises, especially if they lead to war.

The object of diplomacy, as of foreign policy is to protect the security of a nation by peaceful
means if possible, but by giving every assistant to the military operations if war cannot be
avoided. Diplomacy does not cease to function as Nicolson suggests in time of war, although it
necessarily plays a different role. In war time, the work of diplomats as of foreign ministers may
even expand. The diplomacy of the two world wars of this century provides convincing support
for this contention.

Diplomatic agents play significant role in the formulation of foreign policy, particularly through
periodic reports which they send to the foreign office relating to the affairs and interests of the
sending states in the countries to which they are accredited. These reports become inputs or raw
materials through which foreign policy is formulated. The importance of diplomacy and
diplomatic agents in the formulation of foreign policy is pointed out by Francois de Callieve thus:

While the final responsibility for all success or failure in
diplomacy would seem to rest upon the king and his
ministers at home, it is nonetheless true that since these
ministers can only act upon information from abroad, the
influence which an enlightened diplomat can exercise upon
the actions and design of the home government is very
large. Therefore, the responsibility for diplomatic action is



in reality shared in about equal degree between the home
government and its servants abroad (Callieve, 1952:32).

What the above quotation suggests is that, for a state to succeed in its relations with other states,
a sound and harmonious combination of competent diplomacy and pragmatic foreign policy is
very necessary.

2.4 CONCLUSION

It could therefore be said that while foreign policy is concerned with substance and content of
external relations across the national boundary, diplomacy is primarily concerned with the
methodology for implementing the foreign policy Learning outcomes of nation-states. Diplomacy
is not policy but the agency for giving effect to policy. Both are complementary to each other
since one cannot act without the cooperation of the other. Diplomacy has no separate existence
from foreign policy, but the two together form one executive policy-foreign policy determining
the strategy and diplomacy the tactics.

2.5 SUMMARY
For independent states to succeed in peaceful relations with one another there must be a sound
and harmonious combination of competent diplomacy and pragmatic foreign policy in place.

2.6 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES (SAEs)

. is concerned with substance and contents of external relations across
the national boundary while is primarily concerned with the methodology
for implementing the foreign policy Learning outcomes of a nation-state.

a. Comparative politics; foreign policy
b. Foreign policy; diplomacy

c. Diplomacy; government

d. Diplomacy; foreign policy

2. The basic idea of Joseph Stalin on diplomacy centred on one of the following

a. National boundary

b. The normal means of conducting international relations
c. a labyrinth of foreign offices

d. Bilaterally negotiation

3. Diplomacy functions through all the following except
a. A labyrinth of foreign offices

b. Embassies

c. Consulates

d. Civic centres




4, is one of the most astute students and practitioners of diplomacy
in the 20t Century.

a. Harold Nicolson

b. Joseph Stalin

c. Jack Robinson

d. Peter Nicolson

5. used the word “diplomacy” as the practices of international legal
principles and norms in international relations.

a. Presidents
b. Engineers
c. Strategists
d. Some leading diplomats and specialists
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UNIT 3 DIMENSIONS AND SCOPE OF DIPLOMACY
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3.1 Introduction
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3.5 Summary
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3.1 INTRODUCTION

Diplomacy is the peaceful conduct of relations amongst political entities, their principals and
accredited agents. Diplomacy is sometimes regarded as necessary but regrettable at other times
with deep respect. Diplomacy has seldom if ever, had a more significant role to play in human
affairs than it has at present.

The necessity for organised dialogue in an era when relative certainties of a bipolar state system
have given way to a disorderly, confused multi-polarity is witnessed by the frenetic pace of
contemporary diplomacy activities. The collapse of long-established hegemonies and the re-
emergence of long-neglected enmities have placed a high premium on the work of those skilled
in mediation, negotiation and representation. In the meantime, efforts to restructure and revive
existing international institutions have tended to focus public attention as much upon the
execution and the administration of foreign policy. Some time ago, Lord Strang, a former British
diplomat remarked: “In a world where war is everybody’s tragedy and everybody’s nightmare
diplomacy is everybody business” (Hamilton and Langhorne, 1995).

The diplomatic process, its machinery and conventions has grown steadily more complex usually
in it fits and starts. Its growth has been a response to the interconnected developments of more
complicated governing structures in human societies and the consequentially more complicated
things they have wanted to negotiate with each other, or represent to one another. There are
also changes occurring in the global distribution of power which follow from changes both in the
nature of power itself and consequential changes in its location. Such change brings the risk of
conflict in multifarious forms and raises the profile of diplomacy. There are changes too to be
seen in the character of the states. The states have been since the seventeenth century, the
principal and sometimes the only effective international actor. Now there are more states than
ever before, differing more widely in type, size and relative power. This factor alone has greatly
increased the quantity of diplomatic activity and the scope of topics that are discussed.

Some of these topics are now derived from new economics, financial and technological issues
which transcend the traditional role of the states and operate on a global, horizontal basis



disconnected from the essentially vertical state structure. Dialogue between old and new sources
of power and old and new centres of authority are blurring the distinctions between what is
diplomatic activity and what is not. Such dialogue is also creating an additional layer of diplomacy
in which non -state actors communicate both with states and associations of states and other
non-state actors and vice versa. The effect has certainly been an explosion of diplomatic and
quasi-diplomatic activity.

3.2 LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

- explain the dimensions of modern diplomacy
- discuss tropical issues of modern diplomacy

- evaluate contents of diplomacy

- identify players in modern diplomacy.

3.3 MAIN CONTENT

3.3.1 Contents of Modern Diplomacy

One of the most striking aspects of post-war diplomacy is the rapid growth in the volume of
diplomatic activity since the end of 20th century and beginning of the present 21st century. To a
large extent this has come about because of the expansion of multilateral and regional
diplomacy, much of which is economic or resource related. The changes in volume can be seen
in the number of treaties that are concluded among nations annually which doubled since the
end of Second World War.

The broadening of the international agenda especially since the 1970s into issues concerning
trade, technology transfer, aviation, human rights, transnational environmental and sustainable
development questions has continued with the increasing addition of novel or revived threats.
Examples of the later include climate change, global sea-level rise, stratospheric ozone depletion,
environmental sabotage, terrorism attacks, money laundering, refugee dumping, transnational
stock exchange fraud and black-market nuclear materials trade. Underlying the expanded
diplomatic agenda are a range of issues concerning the relationship between domestic and
foreign policy, sovereignty and adequacy of agreements and arrangements at a bilateral,
regional, international or global level.

The point can be made more generally in terms of the widening content of diplomacy. At one
level the changes in the substantive form of diplomacy are reflected in terms such as dollar
diplomacy, oil diplomacy, resource diplomacy, atomic diplomacy and global governance
diplomacy. Thus, what constitute the contents of diplomacy today goes beyond the sometimes
rather narrow politico-strategic conception given to the term. Nor is it appropriate to view
diplomacy in a restrictive or formal sense as being the preserve of foreign ministries and
diplomatic service personnel.

3.3.2 Players in Diplomacy
A major feature of modern diplomacy is the enhanced role of personal diplomacy by the head of
state or government. Usually, such initiatives are at the expense of the local ambassador, who



might have only limited formal involvement for an example, in a special summit. However, whilst
the importance of political reporting, part of traditional diplomacy has been eroded by
developments in communication, the decline of the role of Ambassadors is over-stated. The role
remains important in terms of explanation of policy at crucial (moments, political assessments,
involvement in economic and trade work, and participation from time to time in international
conferences).

The growth of post-war multilateral diplomacy has seen periodic involvement of a wider range
of ministries with some involvement in external relations, such as industry, aviation,
environment, shipping, customs, health, education and sport. The task for the foreign ministry or
otherwise is to co-ordinate both formulation and implementation of international agreements.
This is particularly important in technical agreements which choice of presentation, drafting of
instructions and follow-up post-conference activities are especially important. Non- state actors
have proliferated in number and types, ranging from traditional economic interest groups,
through to resource, environmental, humanitarian, criminal and global governance interests. In
some instances, Non-governmental organizations are closely linked to official administrations,
while others are transnationally linked. Above all the institutionalisation of non-governmental
organisations in the diplomatic process especially, in multilateral conferences has become an
important distinguishing feature of players in modern diplomacy.

3.4 CONCLUSION

The expansion of the international community has affected style, procedures, substance and
scope of diplomacy. It has brought with it divergent regimes and ideologies. Rather than
diminishing, the ideological element has, if anything increased. This necessarily raises the
guestion; can diplomacy in a broad sense cope? Apart from the East-West dimension, numerous
national as well as wider ideologies have been introduced, such as economic. Issues associated
with North-South relations which demand economic redistribution and transfer of technology.
Although these demands were partly diverted in the 1980s into the promotion of South-South
relations between developing countries, they nevertheless remained as an important feature of
the diplomatic content of economic confrontation due to the expansion of multilateral
diplomacy.

3.5 SUMMARY The continued expansion of the international community after 1945 has been one
of the major factors shaping a number of features of modern diplomacy as x-rayed here in the
dimension and scope of diplomacy showing continued increase in the content and players in
modern diplomacy.

3.6 SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISES (SAEs)

1. Some scholars have argued that, diplomacy is the peaceful conduct of
a. Relations amongst political entities, their principals and