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INR 212 Course Guide

Introduction
Welcome to INR 212: The Structure of InternatioBgstem
This Course is a two Credit Uotturse for undergraduate students of
International Relations. The Structure of Interoiadil System introduces the students
to the structure of the contemporary internatiosgétem. The course x-rays the
pattern and changes that have been taken pladeeisyistem over the years. The
course also teaches the students the basis omhati@nal relations in ensuring
international peace and security in the presenkeau@ge. The course also exposes
the students the basic rules and regulations gyidier-state relations.
Course Aims
The aim of this course is to give the studentswtdrnational relations a

comprehensive knowledge of the historical develapnué the present international
system. Thus the course will appraise and anahs@atterns of relationships among
states and non-state actors in the internatiorstesy. Consequently this has been
prepared to:

0] expose the students to the relevant definitionsra@anings of international

relations
(i) trace the historical development of internatloe&tion as a course.
(i)  analyse the reasons and consequences of the shangie international

system over the years.



(iv)  enlighten the students on the characteristicstait sactors and non-state
actors.
Course Objectives
To achieve the aims set out abdM& 121: Structure of International
System has overall objectives. In addition, eadh also has specific objectives. The
unit objectives are stated at the beginning of eash You should read the objectives
before going through the unit. You may wish to ratethem during the study of the
unit to assess your progress.

Here are the wider objectives tloe course as a whole. By meeting the
objectives, you should see yourself as having rhet dims of the course. On
successful completion of the course, you shouldtie to;

(@) have a fundamental knowledge of the internatisgatem

(b) give concise definitions of international relaton

(c) understand the patterns of state relations

(d) appreciate the historical development of the presgernational system

(e) know the dimensions and scope of statedntEms

(g) understand the qualifications and dutiestatiesactors

(e) identify the pattern and changes in the intéonal system

() assess the instruments of inter-state relgtions

(g) analyse the importance of states as majorsaet the international arena

(h) understand the contributions of some conceptsaimtaining international
peace and security.

Working through this Course



To complete the course, you arelireq to read the study units and other
related materials. You will also need to undertpkactical exercises for which you
need a pen, a note-book, and other materials tilabev listed in this guide. The
exercises are to aid you in understanding the quadgeing presented. At the end of
each unit, you will be required to submit writtessignment for assessment purposes.
At the end of the course, you will write a finaleemination.

Course Materials

The major materials you will need for this course: a
0] Course guide.
(i)  Study units.
(i)  Assignments file.

(iv) Relevant textbooks including the ones listed urdeh unit.

Study Units.
There are 4 modules made up of 16 unitsighcourse. They are listed below:
Module 1: The Concept of Diplomacy in InternationalRelations.
Unit 1: Definitions diplomacy.
Unit 2: Diplomacy and Foreign Policy.
Unit 3: Dimensions of diplomacy.
Unit 4: The Scope of Diplomacy.
Module 2: Historical Perceptions of Diplomacy
Unit 1: Diplomatic History

Unit 2: Appointments, Reception and Recall of Diphts



Unit 3: Characteristics/Qualities of Diplomats
Unit 4: Functions of Diplomatic Missions
Module 3: Patterns of Diplomatic Relations.
Unit 1: Types of Diplomacy
Unit 2: Diplomatic nomenclatures.
Unit 3: Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges.
Unit 4: Breach of Diplomatic Relations.
Module 4: Diplomacy in a Changing World
Unit 1: Diplomacy at the United Nations.
Unit 2: Changing Nature of Diplomacy.
Unit 3: The use of Regional Organizations in Dip&aw.
Unit 4: The European Union and Developments ind@iatic Method.
Textbooks and References
Certain books have been recommended in this coMmemay wish to purchase
them for further reading.
Assessment File
An assessment file and a mgrkcheme will be made available to you.
In the assessment file, you will find details of torks you must submit to your tutor
for marking. There are two aspects of the assedsimethis course; the tutor marked
and the written examination. The marks you obtaithese two areas will make up
your final marks. The assignments must be submiteed/our tutor for formal

assessment in accordance with the deadline statbeé ipresentation schedule and the



assignment file. The work you submit to your tutmrassessment will count for 30%
of your total score.
Tutor Marked Assignment (TMAS)

You will have to submit a specified number of tAiéAs). Every unit in this
course has a tutor marked assignment. You willdse=ssed on four of them but the
best three performances from the (TMAS) will bedus& your 30% grading. When
you have completed each assignment, send it tagethitn a Tutor Marked
Assignment form, to your tutor. Make sure eachgassent reaches your tutor on or
before the deadline for submissions. If for anysogg you cannot complete your work
on time, contact your tutor for a discussion on fhassibility of an extension.
Extension will not be granted after the due datdessh under exceptional
circumstances.

Final Examination and Grading

The final examination will be est of three hours. All areas of the course
will be examined. Find time to read the unit alleowefore your examination. The
final examination will attract 70% of the total aea grade. The examination will
consist of questions, which reflects the kinds @f assessment exercises and tutor
marked assignment you have previously encounteked. all aspects of the course
will be assessed. You should use the time betwespleting the last unit, and taking
the examination to revise the entire course.
Course Marking Scheme

The following table lays out how the actual coursark allocation is broken down.



Assessment

Marks

Assignments Best Three Assignments out of four @ =30%

Final Examination

=70%

Total

=100%

Presentation Schedule

The dates for submission of all assignments wilkk®@municated to you. You will

also be told the dates of completing the studysuaniid dates for examinations.

Course Overview and Presentation Schedule

Unit Title of Work Week activity Assignments
Module 1| Diplomacy as a concept

Unit 1 Definitions of diplomacy Week 1 Assignment 1
Unit 2 Diplomacy and Foreign Policy Week 2 Assigmn?2
Unit 3 Dimensions of diplomacy Week 3 Assignment 3
Unit 4 The Scope of Diplomacy Week 4 Assignment 4
Module 2| The History and Practice of Diplomacy

Unit 1 Diplomatic History Week 5 Assignment 1
Unit 2 Appointments, Recall & Reception of DipWeek 6 Assignment 2
Unit 3 Characteristics/Qualities of Diplomats Weéek Assignment 3
Unit 4 Functions of Diplomatic Missions Week 8 Agsmnent 4
Module 3| Patterns of Diplomatic Relations

Unit 1 Types of Diplomacy Week 9 Assignment 1
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Unit 2 Diplomatic Nomenclatures Week 10 Assignniznt
Unit 3 Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges Week 11 | Assignment 3
Unit 4 Breach of Diplomatic Relations Week 11 Assignment ¢
Module 4| Diplomacy in a Changing World
Unit 1 Diplomacy at the United Nations Week 12 Assnent 1
Unit 2 The Changing Nature of Diplomacy Week 13 igsment 2
Unit 3 The use of Regional Organization in Dip. \Wé&d Assignment 3
Unit 4 The EU and Developments in Dip. Method/eek 15 Assignment ¢
Week

Revision 1

Examination 1

Total 17

How to Get the Most from This Course

In distance learning, the study simgplace the University lecture. This is

one of the great advantages of distance learning; gan read and work through

specially designed study materials at your own paod at a time and place that suits

you best. Think of it as reading the lecture indte&listening to the lecturer. In the

same way a lecturer might give you some readirdptdhe study units tell you where

to read, and which are your text materials or sekb. You are provided exercises to

do at appropriate points, just as a lecturer mggy# you an in-class exercise. Each of

the study units follows a common format. The fitsim is an introduction to the

subject matter of the unit, and how a particulait isintegrated with the other units
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and the course as a whole. Next to this is a sebpgfctives. These objectives let you

know what you should be able to do by the time jaue completed the unit. These

learning objectives are meant to guide your stddiee moment a unit is finished, you

must go back and check whether you have achievedlfectives. If this is made a

habit, then you will significantly improve your am@es of passing the course. The

main body of the unit guides you through the regpiireading from other sources.

This will usually be either from your set books foom a reading section. The

following is a practical strategy for working thiglu the course. If you run into any

trouble, telephone your tutor. Remember that yotwrts job is to help you. When
you need assistance, do not hesitate to call dnglaas tutor to provide it.
Read this Course Guide thoroughly, yasr first assignment.

1. Organize a Study Schedule. Design a ‘Course Owehiteguide you through
the Course. Note the time you are expected to sperehch unit and how the
Assignment relate to the units. Whatever methodgfmose to use, you should
decide and write in your own dates and scheduleook for each unit.

2. Once you have created your own study scheduleyeything to stay faithful
to it. The major reason why students fail is tHayt get behind with their
course work. If you get into difficulties with yowchedule, please, let your
tutor know before it is too late to help.

3. Turn to unit 1, and read the introduction and thgctives for the unit.

4. Assemble the study materials. You will need yourksmoks and the unit you
are studying at any point in time. As you work tigh the unit, you will know

what sources to consult for further information.

12



10.

Keep in touch with your study center. Up-to-dateirse information will be
continuously available there.
Well before the relevant due dates (about 4 weeltsré due dates), keep in
mind that you will learn a lot by doing the assigsh carefully. They have
been designed to help you meet the objectiveseottlurse and, therefore, will
help you pass the examination. Submit all assigmsneat later than the due
date.
Review the objectives for each study unit to confihat you have achieved
them. If you feel unsure about any of the objeatjveview the study materials
or consult your tutor.
When you are confident that you have achieved esumbjectives, you can start
on the next unit. Proceed unit by unit through tlerse and try to pace your
study so that you keep yourself on schedule.
When you have submitted an assignment to your fotomarking, do not wait
for its return before starting on the next unit.ekeo your schedule. When the
assignment is returned, pay particular attentioyotar tutor’'s comments, both on
the tutor marked assignment form and also the ewritomments on the ordinary
assignment.
After completing the last unit, review the coursed gorepare yourself for the
final examination. Check that you have achieveduthié objectives (listed at the
beginning of each unit) and the course objectiliste( in the Course Guide).

Tutor and Tutorials
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Information relating to tutorialslMbe provided at the appropriate time.
Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignmsemieep a close watch on
your progress and on any difficulties you might@ntter and provide assistance
to you during the course. You must take your tutarked assignments to the
study centre well before the due date (at least weoking days are required).
They will be marked by your tutor and returned ¢ s soon as possible.
Do not hesitate to contact your tutor if you neetphContact your tutor if:

. You do not understand any part of the study unissigned readings

. You have difficulty with the exercises

. You have a question or problem with an assignroentith your tutor’s
comments on an assignment or with the grading @ssignment.

You should try your best to attend tutorials. Tisishe only chance to have
face-to-face contact with your tutor and ask questiwhich are answered instantly.
You can raise any problem encountered in the coafsgour study. To gain the
maximum benefit from course tutorials, prepare astjon list before attending them.
You will learn a lot from participating in discuesi actively.

Summary

The Course Guide gives you an owsvwof what to expect in the cause of
this study. The course introduces to you all tlat geed to know about the evolution,
changes and developments in the present interahsyatem and also teaches you the

basic ingredients of inter- state relations.

14



Course Code: INR 121

Course Title: The Structure of International System

Course Developer: Ikedinma H. A.
Research and Developrugmit
Vox (Nig.) Ltd.
Lagos.

Course Writer: Ikedinma H. A.
Research and Developrubmt
Vox (Nig.) Ltd.
Lagos.

Course Coordinator: Terhemba Nom Ambe-Uva
National Open University of Nigeria,
Victoria Island,
Lagos

NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA

National Open University of Nigeria
Headquarters

15



14/16 Ahmadu Bello Way
Victoria Island
Lagos

Abuja Annex

245 Mimiuel Adesujo Ademulegun Street
Central Business District

Opposite Arewa Suites

Abuja

e-mail: centralinfo@nou.edu.ng
URL: www.nou.edu.ng

National Open University of Nigeria
First Printed

ISBN:

All Rights Reserved

Printed by .................

For
National Open University of Nigeria

16



TABLE OF CONTENTS PAGE

Module 1: The Study of International Relations

Unit 1: The Subject Matter of Internatio®lstem.

Unit 2: The international System

Unit 3: Dynamics of International System

Unit 4: Phases in the Evolution of Contenapy International System

Module 2: Concepts in International Relations

Unit 1: Actors

Unit 2: Foreign Policy

Unit 3: National Interest

Unit 4: The Concept of Power

Module 3: Changing Nature of International System

Unit 1: Contemporary Features of therma¢ional System
Unit 2: International Law

Unit 3: Collective Security and BalandePower

Unit 4: Globalization

Module 4. The Evolution of International/Regional Organisations

Unit 1: International Organisation

Unit 2: The United Nations

Unit 3: Regionalism and Regional Arrangements
Unit 4: The European Union

17



MODULE 1: THE STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Unit 1: The Subject Matter of Internatioi®lstem.

Unit 2: The international System

Unit 3: Dynamics of International System

Unit 4: Phases in the Evolution of Contenapy International System

UNIT 1: THE SUBJECT MATTER OF INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM

18



CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Body
3.1 Definitions
3.2 The Study of International Relations
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor Marked Assignments
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

International Relations is a subject that has assugneater importance since the end
of the World War II. More specifically, the imponiee of the subject derives from
among other things the fact that it deals with essthat impinge on the very survival
of the human race and human civilization, as wewknb today. Indeed, as
Sondermantet al.,cited in "Samuel and Adam (1962) pointed out, “il wot be too
much to assert that it is the solution or lack @lugson of that set of problems that
come under the heading of ‘international relatiothsit will shape the design of the
future”

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the successful completion of this unit, you diddae able to:
» Explain the basic knowledge of international system
» Outline the differences and similarities betweetenmational relations and
political science and;
» Examine the different approaches to the studytefirational relations.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1  Definition of International Relations

Due to the complexity of the nature and scope tdrimational studies, it has proved
difficult to find a simple but generally acceptallefinition of the term ‘international

relations’. The problem of definition is in partedtio the origin of the study of the
discipline.

In 1935, Sir, Alfred Zimmern, a Professor of Intional Relations at Oxford,
argued: “The study of International Relations egefrom the natural sciences at one
end to moral philosophy ... at the other.”(Josephnkel 1973). He conceived
International Relation not as a single subjectasutbundle of subjects...viewed from
a common angle”.
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Frederick Dunn, on the other hand, contends thatnational relations may be looked
upon as the actual boundaries, or as the body @vletlge which we have of those
relations at any given time (McClellan, 1966).

In 1978, Travor Taylor, defined the subject as “th&cipline which tries to explain
activities across state boundaries and to dategastbeen chiefly concerned with the
political relations between governments, the adficepresentatives of states” (Trevor
Roper,1978).

Each of these definitions is problematic. For exEmpunn’s definitions are too
broad and too restrictive. There is a need to esipbahe political significance of
transnational relations, while relations acrossomal boundaries may not cover all
the phenomena that have come to be regarded asf pritrnational relations.

Nicholas J. Spykman describes international behavias relations between
individuals belonging to different states. Interoaal behaviour is the social
behaviour of individuals or groups aimed... or inflced by the existence or
behaviour of individuals or groups belonging tofeliént states (Dougherty and
Pfatzgraft, 1971). Quincy Wright argues that, nné&tional relations “included
relations between many entities of uncertain sogetg.” He further contends: “as a
subject of study, it is not limited by legal fornsah which alone could not at any
moment precisely indicate what entities are sogeredsr what are not.” (Wright,
1955).

Some Scholars see power as the key to internatmulaics. They therefore, define
international relations as the subject that death #hose relations among nations,
which involve power status. Thus Quincy Wright deB it as “relations between
powerful groups.” But such definitions, of coursgnore the fact that many actions
between states do not involve the use of poweuct states.

In the light of the absence of broad agreement defmition, it is very important to
have a purely operational definition of internadbmelations. And, according to
Stanly Hoffman, “the discipline of internationalagons is concerned with the factors
and the activities which affect the external pescand power of the basic units into
which the world is divided.” In other words, it t®ncerned with “all the exchange,
transactions, contacts, flows of information anel &ttending and resulting behavioral
responses between and among separated organizediesofNavari in Leonard
Tivey 1981). In short, then, international relaBocould encompass many different
activities... social, economic, cultural, religiousic., in so far as they have
implications for international political relations.

Although, there are generalists in the field, in&ional relations can nonetheless be
broken into micro-areas of specialization, suctlihe@smilitary/strategic, sociological
and physiological aspects, political, economic.eifgn policy analysis and finally,
international organisations. These areas of speatein are in themselves indicative
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of the changing nature of the international sysbeth in terms of its scope and the
needs of its members as well as fears about wsefut

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXCERCISE
Give an operational definition of internationalabns according to Stanley Hoffman.

3.2. The Study of International Relations

There was no systematic development of the studwytefnational relations before
World War I. Prior to this time, most writings omteér-state relations centered
primarily on diplomatic history and internationaw. The approach was basically
static and legalistic and was concerned with a Hgwblow account of events
between and among states. The emphasis was onbdegavith as much detail and
accuracy as possible, the particulars of speatfoedents in history. Neither was an
attempt made to theorize nor was there a quegtdiacy goals.

However, the catastrophic effect of the First Wovtar stimulated interest in the

study of international relations. With total battleaths at 9 million, the concern was
with contemporary problems in general and the wbbf the war in particular. The

concern therefore, was with the conditions undeickvhvar might be avoided and

peace maintained. This served as the major stimutamhe study of international

relations.

Two major research institutions- The Royal Insétudf International Affairs in
London and the Council on Foreign Relations in Néork were set up immediately
after the war. Chairs were also established atUhwmersity College of Wales in
Aberystwyth in 1922 and at the London School ofiszuics and Political Science in
1923 for the study of international relations. Bhedy later spread, although at a low
pace, to continental Europe. Throughout the intar-wperiod, the diplomatic-
historical perspective persisted. However, the B®lk Revolution of 1917posed a
serious and increasing threat to the paradigm.

The post World War | environment made it condudmme‘utopians’ or ‘idealists’ to
concern themselves with the means of preventinghanavar in the international
system. In general, they view human nature as Balgrigood’ and capable of
mutual aid and collaboration. They also recognine it is the fundamental instinct of
man to cater for the welfare of others that makmgmss possible. As a result, bad
human behavior is the product not of evil peopledievil institutions and structural
arrangements that create incentives for people ctosalfishly and harm others
including making wars. Therefore, war, is not itable and can be eliminated by
doing away with those institutional arrangementd #gncourage it. To this end, there
is a need for a global rather than a national aggrdo the elimination of war in the
international system.

Three different ideas dominated both academic dsouns and policy rhetoric during
this period. The first called for the establishmeihsupra-institutions. The founding of
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League of Nations was thus conceived as an instrutiat would eliminate war,
once and for all. The second emphasized the legatta of war. This idea found
expression in the Kellog-Briand Pact of 1928, whocilawed war as an instrument of
national policy-except in self defence. The thirddafinal idea called for the
elimination of weapons of war as a means of achgyeace. The attempts at global
disarmament and arms control evident in the WasbimdNaval Conference of the
1920s were a reflection of this view.

The outbreak of the Second World War led to wideagr debate, criticism and
rejection of idealist paradigms. Thus, a new pmditimovement, called ‘political
realism’ came to challenge the idealist. Notabl®agithe realist were E.H. Carr, H.
J. Morgenthau, R. Niebuhr, George Kennan and HErsginger. The views of these
scholars were the antithesis of the assumptioniseofationalists; they saw the pursuit
of national power as natural development in thermdtional system. Besides, they
also posited that those states, which neglectrivestor power, actually invited war.
The logical corollary therefore, is that, if allasts search for power, peace and
stability will result through the operation of aldrace of power system propelled by
self-interest and lubricated by fluid alliance gyst

The first and notable break-through in that regaas Hans MorgenthawRolitics
Among Nationsn 1948, which first successfully shifted the eragis from diplomatic
history and international law to power as a themnaison d’etreof state behavior in
the international system. Morgenthau argued pergigsthat the major concern of
states is the acquisition of power, which he defias “man’s control over the minds
and actions of other men” (1967). He argued furttiet states strive to increase their
power in other to be able to pursue and/or prdtest national interest. Since states in
the international system do not always pursue cemphtary interests, how much a
particular state is able to get from the systerfram other states, would depend very
much on its power. According to Morgenthau, thiatestof affairs is what is
responsible for what he described as the endlesggse for power by states in the
international system.

The pessimism of the post-war era, reinforced leyaimergence of the super powers,
the development of nuclear weapons, and the immemti the Cold War, facilitated
the growth of political realism. However, politicadalism raised many empirical
guestions than it could answer. It lacks a “methoglp for resolving competing
claims as well as criteria for determining whichtadavould count as significant
information and which rules would be followed inid@rpreting data”

The theoretical and methodological problems assettiavith the realist school gave
rise to behaviouralism (or more systematic) orredie study of political science in
particular. This approach has been defined assylséeematic search for political
patterns through the formulation of empirical theand the technical analysis and
verification thereof. Behaviouralism involves twadic emphasis: the formulation of
concepts, hypothesis, and explanation in the sysierterms, and empirical method
research. From R.C. Snydet. al., decision-making as an approach to the study of
international politics, the debate and controvdrsiween the behaviouralists and the
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traditionalists raged throughout the 1950s and $980e ‘scientists’ vary greatly in
their techniques, purposes and subject of intersivever, common to all of them is
the search for greater rigor in analysis. They etguethat cumulative studies would
gradually reveal general patterns of internatiquditics and lead to a general theory.

However, by the late 1960s, there was a generaliatm@asing recognition that
behavioral approach does not provide answers guaktions. Although it made great
contributions to the study and understanding crimational politics, its insights are
limited and were after all, not superior to thossulting from the historical approach.
This awareness suggested to scholars, the neednfoiree both techniques.

The failure of the behaviouralists to make thecoedtadvances gave rise in the late
1960s, to the “post-behaviouralists” who were coned mainly with peace research.
This school placed less emphasis on scientific atktts such and more on the need
for new ideas, which would reduce the incidencevaf. Besides, the debates over the
approaches were becoming irrelevant to the isseaxglraised by the post 1960s
international system, poverty, population, hungelence, etc. by the post 1970s, the
debate began to mellow. No doubt, advocates ofisrealtraditionalism and
behaviouralism still remain in the field, but thessues themselves no longer
constitute the central concern of contemporary lsckbip.

As a field of study, at present, international tielas does not have a single dominant
approach for interpreting the world. With the exgan of the global agenda and the
proliferation of the number and type of issues acirs, in the international system, a
rich variety of approaches have arisen to deal epially with each of them.
Predictably, the field is fragmented, as thereascansensus about the nature of the
international environment. Different students oftemational relations describe
different aspects of the field to which they dirattention. There are those whose
focus is primarily on the relationship between h8A and the former USSR (now
Russia). Some approach the subject from an idezdbgerspective, while others do it
from the systematic perspective. Economic issuesl dhe problems of
underdevelopment in the Third World have also ethe use of the concepts such as
neo-imperialism, dependence and structural aggnessilosely related to these new
developments has been a resurgence of politicahcgoy. Political economy
emphasises the interaction of economic and pdliticeices. It seeks greater
integration of politics and economics.

Another trend that emerged in the 1970s was tlamsmational school’. The scholars
in this school posed a serious challenge to th&icgrerspective. Oran Young, one of
its proponents, claims for instance, that “the dagnd continuing developments in a
variety of areas such as communication, transporntaimilitary technology, have
caused an effective shrinking of the world and higeto a situation in which the
state, nation-state and state system are incréa®hbgolete and ineffective structure
for the achievements of human security and welfare.
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Closely related to the transnational approach ie toncept of international
interdependence as an approach to the study ohatienal relations. Added to all
these perspectives are the functionalists, nectifumalists, world federalists and
integration theories, which posit that the graculaiteration of national frontiers and
the political consolidation or federation of the nads inhabitants would create
‘security zones'.

Finally, there has been a gradual and increaswglgspread evolution of futurology

in the analysis of international relations. Althbuduturologists take diverse

approaches, a common concern to all of them isattempt to shape the future to
preferred goals. The approach is informed by thézation that long-range economic
and defence planning are critical to the well-beamgl survival of national states and
by the need to be able to respond to increasinytyptex global challenges.

4.0. CONCLUSION

The focus of study in international relations asplitical science is often the
structure and operation of the system. Howevedesits of international relations are
concerned with the decision-making process onlysan far as it may provide
information about the sort of decisions that #ely to emerge. It is also important
to know that there are international relations $mfsowho do not attach any
significance to the decision making process. Theyept a ‘state as actors’ approach
which posits that states behave in basically simiays to their external environment
irrespective of their domestic political system.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have been introduced to the stthjeatter of international relations.
We have argued that the complexity of the natuik stope of international studies
makes it difficult for practitioners of the field tarrive at a consensus definition of
international relations. You were also able to @rélce development of the field of
study of international relations. Lastly, you leaanthat as a field of inquiry,
international relations does not have a single damti approach for interpreting the
world. It is therefore, obvious from the foregoiagalysis that international relations
is a dynamic field of study. This is to be expecteelcause as we have tried to point
out earlier in this unit, it is one of the youngdisciplines in the social sciences.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMAS)
1. Write short notes on the following: (a) Idealistarédigms (b) Political
Realism.
2. Discuss international interdependence as an apprdacthe sstudy of
international relations.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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UNIT 2: THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM
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1.0. INTRODUCTION

International Relations scholars have for a lomgetibeen applying the concept of
‘system’ or ‘system approach’ in their analysis afekcription of the relationships
between both state and non-state actors in thenatienal arena. However, the
description of the international system as a ‘systs borrowed from theory in the
natural sciences. International Relations analysfdy in their analogy that we can
liken the global system to a human body, which ishialogical system’. They
reasoned that just as a biological system like hubady can be divided into sub-
systems such as the ‘respiratory sub-system’ ordigestive sub-system’, so is the

25



international system, which is divisible into sust®ms or regions such as ‘Africa’,
the ‘Middle East’, ‘Europe’, ‘Asia’, etc. The quest can however be asked, is the
international system is actually a system?

2.0. OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
» explain the meaning of a system
» explore whether international system is really stesy
» describe the origin of international system and
» examine the growth and development of internatiggatem.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 IsInternational System Really a System?

International Relations scholars and political stigts have suggested several
definitions of ‘system’ and ‘international systemccording to Beer and Ulam, for

instance, “by a system we mean at least a highedegf interdependence”. For
McClelland, “any system is a structure that is pamred to have some identifiable
boundaries that separate it from its environmefti.international system according
to Frankel “consists of a number of units whiclematt”. He further contended, “it is

clear that these units conduct their relations inoa social vacuum but within a

broader system which evolves its own structuremsoeind rules of behaviour.

While it is true that the contemporary internatiosygstem has units, states, which are
in constant interactions, as well as rules or npams sometimes clear cut boundaries
which by definition also qualify it as a ‘systernthere are nonetheless very important
differences between it and a natural or biolog®gtem. First of all, a biological
system is ‘natural’, whilst the international systes artificial. Besides, it is largely a
‘cultural’ and ‘conceptual’ creation of the intetimaal politics and international
relations analyst. This major feature of the indéional system is acknowledged by
McClelland when he said that it is “abstract, dgdgsre and theoretical.” To him,
therefore, the description of the internationaltays as a ‘system’ “constitutes an
expression to stimulate thoughts.’” From such a peative, then, states in the
international system are conceived to be in cond@ct associate in a complicated
framework of relationships, which is formed throutite process of interactions
(McClelland, 1962).

Finally, you should realise that the internatiosgstem unlike the biological system,
is voluntary. Its members, basically states, joinon their own free will—a
phenomenon which is very common to the former dalaerritories of Africa, Asia,
the Middle East and Latin America- to constituterttselves as a system. Besides,
they also have to set their own objectives andsroleprocedure. For example, we
have the United Nations (UN), the African Union (AWr the European Union (EU).
What is important to note is that all these orgatnss, irrespective of how powerful
or rich they may be, are superficial in many wayeen compared with a biological
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system, which actually exists below what we cah ttal surface of appearances and
therefore can be called ‘real.” Put differentlyuycan ‘feel’ a biological system, be it
a human being or not, because it is physical, whieinternational system is abstract.

The second difference between the two types oerysis that the ‘sub-systems’ of a
biological system are more closely knit and cohetban their counterparts in the
international system. As Spiro rightly noted, “lnigical and physical systems at least
seem to the observer or analyst to have an ‘obpaoherence’... while imperfect
interdependence and relationships seem to be thst maportant features of
international system.” However, he argues furtlet t'since the principal point of
departure of the political scientist is the empfasi interdependence”, it is therefore,
also the greatest weakness of the system appraachet study of international
relations. True, there is interdependence espgdialthe economic sphere, among
states in the international system but there ismath interdependence in many other
vital areas.

The relationships and interdependence between nrenalbehe international system
are tenuous especially in the political sphereid&ss some members of the system or
sub-systems may choose to isolate themselves atfi the rest of the world, or to
have minimum contacts with other states, withotgaing the overall global system
in an appreciable manner. China, for example, isdldself from the rest of the world
for nearly four decades without any serious impaatshe over all functioning of the
world system. Again, a war may be raging in one-sygiem of the world while the
rest of the international system goes about i@iafin a relatively ‘happy mood’ with
only occasional concern about the events in thectdtl areas, as reported in the
media. This is still the case even in age of urguieated globalization. The contrary
is the case with regard to natural sub-systemsheir trelationships with their
dominant system, the human body, for instance.‘dihaulatory system’ for example,
cannot be cut-off from the rest of the body withcggrious and even fatal
consequences.

SELF-ASSEMENT EXCERCISE
Compare and contrast International System and gicdd System.

3.2. The Origin of the International System

The international system is roughly estimated tdoé&®veen 400 and 500 years old; a
relatively short time considering the fact that rsarecorded history dates back
several hundreds thousand vyears. It is generallseegg among scholars of
international relations that the contemporary staystems dates back to the Treaty of
Westphalia of 1648, which brought the thirty yeWrar to an end in Europe, and the
independence of units in the Holy Roman Empire.

However, the broad agreement among scholars regarthe origins of the
international system does not imply that there weweother systems before 1648.
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Indeed we can identify several state systems poidhe Treaty of Westphalia; for
example, the Greek City States, the Imperial Clargstem, the Indian state system
and the Roman and Byzantine empires, the Mali an)igai empires in West Africa,
to mention a few of them. These state systems didconduct some forms of
international relations among members, but theyewinited in scope and were in
many ways quite different from the contemporantestsystem or indeed, the sub-
systems for that matter. For instance, relationsvéen the units in the above
‘systems’ were conducted either in the name of Rlope, or Monarch, Dukes or
Duchesses, as the case may be. In the Holy Romairé&for instance, the Pope was
regarded both as the temporal and spiritual leatlédre empire. All the principalities
and dukedoms within the empire owed their loyatiythe Pope and international
relations in that period were conducted in his name

Furthermore, International Relations in that eraenalso highly personalized. The
state, as an independent entity conducting intexmat relations on the basis of its
national interest and subject to superior body w@gown. As Quentin Skinner has
noted, the pre-1648 era had an absence of thernistly modern idea of state as a
forum of public power separate from both the raed the ruled and consisting of the
supreme political authority within a certain defineerritory.” Infact, the idea of the

state as an “independent political apparatus distrom the ruler and which the ruler
has a duty to maintain” continued Quentin, wasltyotanheard of before 1648.

C.J. Hayes supports Quentin’s exposition on thigmtpdhat is, the pre-Westphalia
state system. He pointed out that “neither the Hetymnan Empire, nor the Greco-
Byzantine Empire would recognize as equals theregyes of the kingdoms that were
growing up about them; and without a theoreticaladity of independent sovereign
states; international relations as we know it todaynot possible. Finally, F.S.
Northedge is of the view that the “prevailing theof government” in the pre-1648
period, “was that local ruler was in some, not alsvavell defined sense, a viceroy of
the Pope.”

However, the Treaty of Westphalia put an end tafedt. It also brought to end the
dual role of the Pope as both the spiritual andptaal leader of the Holy Roman
Empire. What happened in 1648 was that the TredtyWestphalia granted
independence to all the dependencies within theg Roiman Empire, The Dukedoms
and principalities, etc. And with the collapse lo¢ empire, henceforth, all the former
units were to be regarded as politically equalie another, and subject to no other
superior authority. Besides, as sovereign and iewlégnt entities or states, they were
also on their own, they were to fend for, protéeniselves in the new international
system. Again, they were free to conduct intermatigelations without any political
or legal constraints from superior authority or yodihe Treaty established the fact
that theraison d’etreof any government or ruler is the “maintenance defince of
the interests of the sovereign territorial state.5hort, then, the Treaty of Westphalia
brought into being the European state system wéidisequently became globalized,
especially since the end of the Second World Wad, garticularly since the end of
the Cold War in 1989.
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3.3. Characteristics of the Contemporary Internaticmal Political System.

The basic characteristics of the internationalesysts established in 1648 have not
changed much since that time. The state, for igstaamains the most basic unit of

the international system although the increasingpitance of non-state actors such as
multinational corporations, liberation movementsfernational organisations and

even individuals, is acknowledged by both praatiéis and scholars in international

politics.

Another basic feature of the current internatiosydtem, which remained unaltered
since 1648, is that it is highly decentralized. fEhés no central administrative,
political or military authority unlike the situatiowithin national states. Although the
United Nations comes closest to an internation#iatity or what some scholars and
diplomats call world government, it has severe slommings. For instance, its
decisions, even when they are mandatory like tlubsbe Security Council, can be
safely ignored by states. Besides, it has no stgndrmy, an indispensable arm of
contemporary domestic system.

A consequence of the decentralized nature of tieenational system is that both state
and none state actors are guided by their pergepfitheir self-interest in interactions
with other units in the system. However, it shoblkl noted that the absence of a
central government authority does not in any waykenthe international system
synonymous with anarchy or chaos. On the conttaere is order and routine in the
contemporary system, especially in its day-to-dagrations. Besides, there are norms
and rules of intercourse that guide states andstates actors in their behaviour
towards one another even in conflict situations.

Notwithstanding, thenodus operandof the international system is characterised by
both the use and threat of the use of force. & sstuation of both conflict as well as
cooperation. This is expected for several reasemst, because of the absence of an
executive authority in the international systeratet and non-state actors have to rely
on their own resources — power- for the achieveroétheir individual and corporate
interests. But the proliferation of internationaiganisations and the existence of
norms of inter-state behaviour, exercise someaiessr on state actions, especially in
their resort to the use of force in the internagiosystem. However, this is only in so
far as the interests at stake are not perceivedit@a$ or ‘core’ interests, i.e., the
state’s territorial integrity, security of its gamenent, leaders, etc.

Although, with the increasing deadliness of weapohsvar and the techniques of
conducting war, in the contemporary internationatem, there were growing fears
that the contemporary international system wouldaomtinue in its present form for
too long without a major war between the dominamivers and their blocks, the
Soviet Union and the United States of America. luately, with the end of the Cold
War and the collapse of the Soviet Union in the QKQ%this fear has receded
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considerably, although Russia, the successor stateains a powerful nuclear
country.

4.0. CONCLUSION

The contemporary political system is characterizBd a very high degree of
interdependence especially in the economic spAemay, unlike in the 1®century
system, states are no longer self-sufficient dra@itained and impermeable entities.
For the first time in the history of the system, wan now talk of an international
economy or international economic relations thdtamross all the continents of the
world. In the contemporary international systems ialmost impossible for any state
to embark upon a policy of economic isolation.

5.0. SUMMARY
The international system is in the final analyssnerely a convenient approximation
that is useful in studying the international redas. In other words, it helps in

describing the relationship between and among sstate the one hand and those
between one sub-system and another on the othdr han

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMAS)
1) Trace the origin of the present international peditsystem
2) The basic characteristics of the contemporary matgonal systems as
established in 1648 have not changed much. Discuss.
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1.0. INTRODUCTION

One of the most remarkable features of the conteanponternational system is its
rapid transformation from an essentially Europemaa global system within the span
of a few hundred years. The system has since tiedStury witnessed changes not
only in terms of the number of units but also igael of its geographical boundaries.
These changes are much more noticeable when weatenfpr instance, the T&nd
20" centuries. It should be pointed out however, shah changes did not take place
in a blow. They span over several phases. Fird,theadmission of the United States
of America into the European system following sisstel rebellion of the 13 colonies
against British Crown and the subsequent civil wdnich led to the unification of the
country in the 18 century. Following that induction, the United Statef American
temporarily withdrew from the system but they weyaeappear in full force during
and after the First World War. The role of Prestddfoodrow Wilson at the Peace
Conference in Versailles and the creation of thague of Nations as well as its
collapse a decade or so later, was clearly a panwtieonly to what was to be expected
from the US in future, but also to the decliningtss of Europe as the dominant
centre in then international system.

2.0. OBJECTIVES
At the successful completion of this unit, you diddae able to:
* examine some dynamics in international relations
» describe the reasons for the shift in power insiystem
* buttress the contributions of globalization onsar international system
» evaluate the developmental stages of the intermatsystem
» predict for the future of the international system.
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3.0 MAIN BODY
3.1. The Impact of Globalisation on the Growth othe International System

International relations is defined as the studythed relations between and among
states. It is concerned with international law |alipacy, and the grand issues of war
and peace. It is also concerned with vital issusashsas human rights, the
environment, health, which concern every one rdgasdof what states they belong
to. Increasingly, globalisation, the increasingerdependence of states, impinges on
the domestic affairs of states and affects theuweguments and politics. The major
development in the growth of present day intermaticsystem is the globalization
process which saw the independence of the Spaaishies in the Latin America and
the subsequent recognition of such by Britain,hie first quarter of the nineteenth
century. Their admission did not only increasenibenber of units within the system
but also extended its geographical boundaries.

Another angle was the acceptance of Japan intgytkiem following its unexpected

defeat over Russia in 1905. That defeat, of what definitely a member of the

dominant European system then, was a warning thaite at the centre would no
longer dictate events in the international systéms was to be emphasized later with
the admission and subsequent withdrawal of Japan the League of Nations, its
attack on US fleet at Pearl Harbour and role inSkeond World War. Today Japan is
one of the foremost economic giant in the system.

Another stage in the globalisation process involtiked enforced participation of

China in the European dominated system. The Chipessence in international

affairs was however not immediately noticeable pites of their induction by the

European powers, especially Britain. It was noflwatiout 1943, that is, two years to
the end of the Second World War, that China waly fukegrated into the system.
Even then, the end of the war in 1945, and sucglkessmmunist revolution in China

led by Mao Tse Tung in 1949, led to a serioushefiween that country and the United
States. The latter supported the Chinese enclakerofiosa or Taiwan, which claimed
to represent China’s seat; thanks to support gteem by the United States and its
allies. Consequently, Mainland China was not ablpdrticipate in, or join the United

Nations until 1971 when the US dropped its opposito its admission. Since 1971,
then, China has occupied not only China seat aGeeral Assembly but also that in
the Security Council. This event sealed its mentbpref, and participation in the

international system.

Furthermore in the world wide expansion of the elystnvolved the admission of the
Arab states following the break up of the Ottomanpite as a result of its defeat in
the First World War and recently, the independewicthe former European colonies
in Africa and Asia. These areas had been undedithet tutelage of Europe. As such,
they were merely objects of the international systelheir independence and
admission into the system completed the proceswarfd integration. It saw the

expansion of the system to all five continentshef world and also more than doubled
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the number of units within it. Today, the systemrewesented by the United Nations
boasts of over one hundred and fifty states, thgnia of which are Afro-Asia.
Indeed, Africa alone accounts for about a thirdheimbership, fifty-four states in all.

Globalisation has of course both adverse and pesitpacts on the system. One of
the most obvious impacts is its all-embracing raatut incorporates states with
varying geographical sizes, population, wealth Ewels of economic development.
In that sense, the contemporary system is the dwsiocratic because all members
irrespective of size and endowment are presumée ®qual. This is expressed in the
one state one vote rule in the General AssembllgeofUnited Nations (UNGA).

Another development from the above point is th& tlewly independent states of
Africa and Asia who command a numerical superionitythe system also brought
with them special needs and objectives which trexetbeen trying to promote in the
system. Some of these needs include, for instaheeidsue of decolonization,
economic development, racial equality etc. Besited, their emergence into the
system has had some positive impact on the cold suger power relationships
especially as they are manifested in the UN system.

3.2. The Shift in Economic, Political and Military Power

There has been a noticeable shift in economictigalliand military power within the

system. These powers have shifted away from Eumpenters in the former Soviet
Union, and the United States and Japan. Todaydkeisions affecting even Europe
are sometimes taken outside that continent, andlynby the Soviet Union and the
United States-especially in the Cold War era- offbyrd World countries. The most
significant example was the decision by the Arabrddeum Exporting Countries to

impose an oil embargo on the West Europeans whentieal on the Arabs for a large
proportion of their petroleum needs.

Besides that, the major proponents of the two preshy dominant political ideologies
in the world system were not European countriegiraghe former USSR and the US.
Moreover, the two countries which possess the meansbliterating human
civilization from the face of the earth as we knibwioday are also non European-the
Russian and the United States. Ironically, the Acaer nuclear umbrella against
Russian threat today protects even Europe. Thus,cilttle seems to have been
completed.

One of the negative effects of globalization is thet that the newly independent
states are yet to evolve peaceful means of pdlifuacession. The result has been
constant political turmoil and instability sometisneading to complete break down of
law and order. Occasionally, such civil strife ted the intervention of the great
powers thus posing serious threat to internatipealce and stability. In short, in the
contemporary international system, the initiatorsction are both the great powers
and small powers. The hitherto peripherals areas hasumed an importance if only
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negatively, which has made some of them centeedtrdction for the great powers.
This situation has been enhanced by the ideologitiEances-both formal and

informal-which some of these states have from timéme entered into with either

the Soviet Union or the United States. Thus, evantghat used to be the peripheral
areas now threaten both peace, stability and thg frgure of the international

system.

Furthermore, the newly, independent states arepaitsee to natural disasters such as
femine, drought, etc. Again, their plight has sames had tremendous impact on the
rest of the system. These has been facilitatechbyrévolution in communications
technology that has turned the world into a globdge in which people from any
part of the world get a blow by blow account of wishappening in the other parts
and even see live pictures of those events vidligat& his is what we can call, cynic
ally, the CNN, revolution. The plight of the Ethiap drought victims and the massive
response that it evoked in Europe and America,atinecities committed by child
soldiers in the civil war in Sierra Leone, etce alear cases in point.

The presence of the newly independent states frémal Asia, and the Middle East

does sometimes constitute serious threats to miemal peace and security in other
important ways. The Afro-Asian countries as they sometimes called for short are
essentially revisionist. That is, they would like dverhaul the entire international
system if they have their way, because they con#iddisadvantageous. They argue
that most of the ‘rules of the game’ were fashiooned at a time when they were
subjugated entities with no direct input into tlystem. Consequently, some of them
have been very eager to throw overboard some ofahachronistic’ rules i.e., the

law of the seas, laws on expropriation, and everettonomic laws of the system.

It could thus be seen from the foregoing, that glabalization of the international
political system, or to put it in another way, dismocratization, has had both positive
and negative impacts on world politics, peace dalilgy.

3.3. The Future of the System

What then is the future of the system? It is n@lyda prognosticate about the future
of anything, but more so about the internationatesyn over which one has very little
or no control at all. Coupled with this problenthe fact that the system is itself very
dynamic. As a result of its pervasive diversitytémms of its membership and their
varying capabilities, the system is in many way®maglomeration of social forces that
are always in conflict and collaboration.
Besides, the compositions and fortunes of thesaldocces continue at a pace that is
difficult to predict. In the Cold War era, that posserious challenges as well as
opportunities to the system. However, with the ehthe Cold War, it is possible to
say that the international system’s future is noucinmore assured than ever before.
Thus, we could confidently argue now that the stmg of the international system
would remain by and large the same for the forddeemture. The state, would for
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the foreseeable future, also remain as the bagi@kmough it is coming under severe
pressure from the activities of non-state actorsels

On the other hand, the developing countries ofcafiand the rest of the world would
continue to experience social, economic and palitermoil in the foreseeable future.
This is more so given the trend in information tealgy, the marginalization of the
state in many traditional spheres and the globiadizaf the world economy under the
auspices of the World Trade Organisation (WTO)nfsuch a perspective and given
the rising phenomenon of state collapse espediallfrica, it is doubtful if some
states can actually cope with the changes curréakiyng place in the international
system. Even if they do, it would take them a Idimge to settle down and would
invariably be ‘Third Class’ members of the interoaal system.

It would nevertheless be premature to concludewleatre moving into a new world
order when states would be their brothers’ keegdarshort, there would continue to
be double standards in the international systernh Etate would also essentially be
responsible for its own safety and prosperity af ¢itizens. Other countries and
indeed, non-state actors would assist when theyboathe onus would by and large
be on the leaders of each state to take care akethery important traditional
activities.

The Pity is that African leaders are yet to ledms very basic lesson in international
politics more than fifty years after the first katerritory, Ghana, attained political
independence. One is then left to wonder how lomgpuld take it to master this very
trite lesson. Only time will tell. What is not incwovertible, however, is that other
nations and regions of the world would not wait Adrica to catch up with them.

Unfortunately, now that the Cold War has come tead, African states do not have
the luxury of blackmailing the Super Powers to caméeheir aid in diverse ways as
they used to do. Thus, in the long run African Eradwould either have to sit up or
make way for those who can.

4.0. CONCLUSION

Globalisation has of course both adverse and pesithpacts on the international
system. One of the most obvious impacts is itemibracing nature. It incorporates
states with varying geographical sizes, populatim@alth and levels economic
development. In that sense, the contemporary systdhe most democratic because
all members irrespective of size and endowmenpaesumed to be equal.

5.0. SUMMARY
We have confidently argued in this unit, that theure of the international system
would remain by and large the same for the forddedaiture. And again, that the
state, would for the foreseeable future, also ramas the basic unit in the
international system, although it is coming undarese pressure from the activities of
non-state actors.

6.0. TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMAS)
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7.0

1) Ciritically examine the impact of globalization dretgrowth and development
of the contemporary international system.

2) What are consequences of the shift in economidtigad] military power in
Europe?

3) Discuss the future of the international system.
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It is important to mention that man evolved frone thtate of nature which was
characteristically primitive and according to therr&pean Philosopher (Thomas
Hobbes), life then was “brutish, short, and nasiyfie rule then was basically the
survival of the fittest because might instead @fsmn was the in-thing. Shortly after
the primitive society, came the Medieval Europegst&n, which manifested at the
collapse of the Holy Roman Empire.

2.0. OBJECTIVES
At the successful completion of this unit, you diddae able to:
» trace the historical events that took place be$tate system
» describe the phases in the evolution of internatioslations
» explain the terminologies that emerged from theayef Westphalia

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Medieval European System

The medieval European System was characterisedebgssof internecine ethnic,
religious, political and ideological wars. The neadil period was also referred to as
the Dark Ages and Europe nearly returned to theermmpwomb. In other words, the
Roman notion that spiritual and secular (politicewer are the same was nearly
revived, but for the spread of Islam.

Feudalism consequently began to be dominant anth#mmer of loyalty and political
obligation began to change; same as the mann&ligious obligations. This change
of loyalties resulted into a transfer of allegiarficem religions to secular authorities
and from local to national authorities of governmsen

By the 18" century, thetalian City-Statessystem had developed under clearly secular
rulers. Politics to them was not based on relighart,on reasons of the state. Savagery
that characterized religious wars had reduced, was not totally eradicated.
‘Necessary war’ (i.e., interest of the state) repth'Just wars’. (i.e., wars for religious
justification). Dogmatism was eradicated and thedérs of the Italian City States
unashamedly gave room to compromise.

Italian City States established permanent diplomn@aissions (i.e., embassies), career
diplomats and complete privileges and immunitiest o with it. When diplomacy
failed, in their relationship with others, the itel rulers resorted to the whole arsenal
of threat, bribe, subversion, assassination, andutanately. These wars would not
even be fought between individual citizens but leetvmercenaries that are paid. The
wars were not prominently fought to destroy the mpgmt (so as not to stimulate
unfavorable reactions or coalition) but to strikelesirable balance in order to cause
stability in the system. In view of this, some del® have argued that the Italian state
system is the bridge between the Medieval and tbddvh International System and
state system.
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3.2 The Treaty of Westphalia

The Treaty of Westphalia which ended the thirtyryear, that engulfed Europe, also
gave impetus to contemporary international systefact, as we have argued earlier
in this module, that modernity (or at least the srodinternational system) started in
1648 when the treaty was signed. Though the Welsépheeaty was not a panacea or
did not result into end of wars in Europe, it hoeegave credence to the following:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Sovereign Statehood it signaled the decline of supremacy of the pgpac
and emphasized the principle of non-interferencéheninternal affairs of
other states.

International Law - it signaled the decline of observance of the el
rules on state conduct and promoted internatioaal Which sovereign
rulers consented to.

Diplomacy- it brought about the idea of establishing permamiplomatic
missions as well as rules of diplomacy, such asnasledgement of
diplomatic immunities, extra-territoriality of emémes (which means
working in them means working in an internationgdace which is
immuned from the laws of the host state) etc.

Balance of Power it also influenced the idea of ensuring relatagpiality
in political, economic and military power of statgsthe international level.
Again, by the 18 century European influence had started in Norttefica
and transplanted European culture and system ofergment. The
European leaders only saw the areas of Americawiea¢ colonized as
mere sources of revenue. However, by the mid-1#8ritish-Americans
began to question their subservience to Britainjclviresulted in the
American War of independence in 1776.

3.3 The Concert System

Another development to modernity in internationgtem is the Concert System. This
was an epoch-making event in European periodic stiomeonference system meant
to discuss or settle matters bordering on commterast. The concert system started
in 1815 when the Napoleonic wars nearly rentedithele of Europe.

Besides the foregoing, is the peace conferenceshmivas convened after the First
World War, i.e., The Versailles Treaty. It also eaaged the notion of self
determination in the modern international systeme Teague of Nations that was
instituted shortly after World War 1 could not caint the outbreak of the Second
World War. This led to the establishment of thetddiNations Organisation (UNO)
in 1945. Although, the UN has been handicappedegrral international issues, it has
been able to weather the storm of and heat genebgtehe Cold War super-power

politics:
contain or prevent a global holocaust in spitehefrnenacing ownership
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* and contestation between and among the nuclearrpowe

» handle the issue of decolonization as well as ssggiintractable wars in
different parts of the globe

* meet the yearnings and aspirations of the newssth@ proliferated shortly
after its establishment (even if it has not meséhaspirations adequately)

» grapple with the challenges of the globalizatiorthef international system and
its consequences as they unfold.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXCERCISE
What are the differences, if any, between the EemopMedieval System and the
Concert System.

4.0. CONCLUSION

The crisis of our time is not a temporary oneslpossible that we are living in one of
the great transition periods of human history. Tde international crisis of our time,

says E. H. Carr, “is the final and irrevocable lgavn of the conditions which made
the nineteenth-century order possible.” It is noliydhat “foundations are shaking”, as
one writer describes the “world revolution” of otime, but also that new political

forms and relationships are emerging.

International systems today have become tintlgrnational,and are characterised by

a high degree of interaction and interdependentaarl@ the international system is

changing in innumerable ways. Old actors are ptayiaw and often reduced roles,
and new actors, of uncertain quality and prospatsappearing constantly. We may
be witnessing not only major changes within theesys but a systematic change that
in time may produce a new pattern of internatioekdtions altogether.

5.0. SUMMARY

In this unit, our attention has been focused onphases in the evolution of the
contemporary international system. These phasdsded the medieval European
system, the Treaty of Westphalia and the Concestesy. Much of international
relations since World War Il has centered aroureldbarch for a new international
system to replace the order that was shatteresanmorld wars and to work out new
patterns of relationships in a world dominated bges-powers and divided between
haves and have-not nations, and altered beyondcognition by the emergence of
many new states and by the technological changeseqoient upon the nuclear and
space age.

6.0. TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMAS)
1) The United Nations has been handicapped in mangrnational issues.
Discuss.
2) The Westphalia treaty was not a panacea or didesolt in total end of wars in
Europe, discuss the role it played.

7.0. REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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UNIT 1: ACTORS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION:

Scholars of International Relations traditionaltydy the decisions and acts of those
governments, in relations to other governmeHtswever, the international system is
crowded with several non-state actors large andlsh& are intimately interwoven
with the decisions of governments. These actorsrat@idual leaders and citizens.
They are bureaucratic agencies in foreign ministri€hey include multinational
corporations and terrorist groups etc

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

» identify the major actors in international system

» identify the roles of non-state actors in interoa#l system

» evaluate the influence of non-state actors onfttdie sctors and

» explain the major role of multi-national corporaisoas actors in international
relations.

3.0 MAIN BODY

41



3.1 States as Main Actors in the International Sysim

The most important actors in the international esystRelations) are the states. A
state is a sovereign territorial entity controllegl a government and inhabited by a
population. A national (State) government answensa higher authority. It exercises
sovereignty over its territory to make and enfolaes, to collect taxes etc. The
sovereignty is recognised and acknowledged by thercstates through diplomatic
relations and usually by membership in the Unitedidhs (UN).

The population inhabiting a state forms a civil isbc to the extent that it has
developed institutions to participate in politicat social life. All or part of the
population that shares a group identity may comstdelf a nation.

The state’s government is a democracy to the exa@ntthe government is controlled
by the members of the population rather than imgase them. (Note that the word
state in international system does not mean a siaMigeria or state in the United
States).

With a few exceptions, each state has a capitalioé seat of government from which
it administers its territory-and often a singleiindual who acts in the name of the
state. Often this person is referred to as the léagbvernment (Such as a Prime
Minister) or the head of state (such as Presidenta King or Queen). In some
countries, such as Nigeria, the same person is dfestdte and government.

In other countries, the positions of president @yaity, or even the prime minister
have become symbolic. In any case, they are the pmserful political figure and
these figures are the key individual actors inrma¢ional Relations, regardless of
whether these leaders are democratically electetictators. The state actors include
the individual leaders as well as bureaucratic miggdions (such as foreign ministers)
that act in the name of the state. National Govemtnmay be the most important
actors in international system, but they are stymfluenced by a variety of non-
state actors. These actors are also called traosabactors when they operate across
international boarders.

3.2 Non-State and Sub-State Actors

First, states often take actions through, withininothe content of intergovernmental
organisation (IGOs). These are organisations whosembers are national
governments. Intergovernmental organisations ffirariety of functions and vary in
size from just a few states to virtually the whblaited Nations membership. The
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OREGhe World Trade
Organisation (WTO), Military alliances such as NA&@d political groupings such as
the African Union (AU) are all intergovernmentaganisations.

Another type of transnational actors is Non-goveental Organisations (NGOS).
They are private organisations having some corsider size and resources.
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Increasingly, Non- governmental organisations agend recognised in the United
Nations and other forms as legitimate actors alaith states, though not equal to
them. Some of these groups have a political purpm®e a humanitarian one, some
an economic or technical one. Sometimes Non-goventath Organisations combine
efforts through transnational advocacy networkseréhis no single pattern to non-
governmental organisation together, intergovernalerganisations and International
Non-Governmental Organisations are referred tovsnational organisations. There
are more than twenty five thousand (25,000) Intgonal nongovernmental
organisations and five thousand (5000) intergovemal organisations (Keck,
Margaret and Sikkunk 1998).

3.3 Multinational Corporations

Multinational Corporations (MNCs) are companiesduas one state with affiliated
branches or subsidiaries operating in other stétesther words, they are companies
that span on multiple countries. There is no eratihition, but the clearest case of an
MNC is a large corporation that operates on a wadd basis in many countries
simultaneously with fixed facilities and employaaseach country. There is also no
exact count of the total number of multinationatpmrations, but most estimates are
in the tens of thousands worldwide. Most importam industrial corporations which
make goods in factories in various countries adictlsem to business and consumers
in various other countries.

The interests of a large company doing businedsafliodo not correspond with one
state interest MNCs often control greater resoueseb operate internationally with
greater efficiency than many small states. They prap up (or even create) friendly
foreign governments. But multinational corporaticdso provide poor states with
much needed foreign investment and tax revenue C#1bh the other hand depend on
states to provide protection, well-regulated makednd a stable political
environment.

The role of multinational corporations as actorsnternational political relational is
complex. Some scholars see MNCs as virtually bagents of their home national
governments. This view resonates with mercantilismwhich economic activity
ultimately serves political authorities. Thus MNBave clear national identities and
act as members of their national society undee stathority. A variant of this view
(from a more revolutionary world view) considerstiomal governments as being
agents of their multinational corporations. Othechddars see multinational
corporations as citizens of the world beholdendaggovernment. MNCs act globally
in the interest of international stakeholders awe @yalty to no state.

In any case, MNCs are motivated by the need to miagi profits. Only in the case of
state owned MNCs. Even then, managers of state ®wi¢Cs have won greater
autonomy to pursue profit in recent years (as pagconomic reforms instituted in
many countries) and in many cases state ownedpeisies are now being sold off
(privatised) in a bid to make profits like the @ig owned corporations.
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As independent actors in international arena, MMN{s increasingly powerful.
Dozens of industrial MNCs have annual sales of térsllions of dollars each. Only
about 35 states have more economic activity per y@®P) than did the largest
MNC. However the United States has government newexii $ 2 trillion-about seven
times that of wal-Mart. Thus, the power of MNCs slo®t rival that of the largest
states but exceeds that of many poor states.

Giant MNCs contribute to global interdependencesylare deeply in so many states
that they have a profound interest in the stabkratmn of the international system-in
security affairs as well as in trade and monetatgtions. MNCs prosper in a stable
international atmosphere that permits freedom adiér of movement and of capital
flows (investment)- all governed by market forcesth minimal government
interference.

Most MNCs have a world management system basedilogidsaries in each state in
which they operate. The operations within a gig&te are subject to legal authority
of that state’s government. But the foreign sulasids are owned in whole or in
substantial part by the parent MNC in the home tguihe parent MNC hires and
fires the top managers of its foreign subsidiaridse business of infrastructure is a
key aspect of transnational relations among peapdiegroups across national borders.

In addition to the direct connections among membées single MNC, the operations
of MNCs support a global business infrastructurennecting a transnational
community of business people.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Various non-state actors interact with states magonal organisation and
multinational corporations in the international reae Technological development has
brought to lime light the activities of these sudteass. For instance the terrorist attacks
since September 11, 2001, have demonstrated theasiog power that technology
gives to terrorist as non-state actors. Just asr(peace can travel to remote location
and then beam video of its environmental actiomsettio the world, so too can Al-
Qaeda place suicide bombers in world cities, coatei their operations and finances
through the internet and global banking system,raadh global audience with video
taped appeals “Global Reach” which was once anuska capability of great
powers.

5.0. SUMMARY

In this world of globalization of activities theage sub-state and other non-state actors
in the international system, but states are $tél most important actors. However, to
some extent to they are being pushed aside as coespgroups, and individuals deal
directly with each other across borders and aswtid economy become globally
integrated. Now more than ever, international refet extend beyond the interactions
of national governments.
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6.0. Tutor Marked Assignments (TMAS)
1) Analyze the activities of state actors in the in&ional system of Zcentury.
2) Compare the activities of Multinational Corporasoand Nongovernmental
Organisation in developing the present internatisgstem.
7.0 References/Further readings

Goldstein, Joshua and Pevehouse, John (20@@)Ynational Relations '8 ed. New
York: Pearson Longman.

Keck, Sikkink (1998)Activists Beyond Border; Advocacy Network
in International PoliticNew York: Cornel.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The actions of states in the international aresaltdrom individual human choices
by its citizenry, its political leaders, its diplams and bureaucrats. These choices are
aggregated through the states internal struct@teses often arrive at foreign policies
that either do not achieve the expected benefitthi® country or achieve benefits for
only one section of the society (or even one irtlial) at the expense of the overall
national interest.

The most important of all the obstacles to ratiod&cision making may be
misperception, in both simple sense of having irexrinformation and the more
complex sense of filtering information according doe’s biases, including biases
based on identity affiliations. Consequently, timst looks at the state from inside out,
trying to understand the process and structurdsmgtates that make them behave as
they do.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to
» Define foreign policy
» ldentify the factors that influence foreign policy
» Describe the structures and processes involveor@ign policy formulation
» Different between various models of foreign polingking decision
» Evaluate various organisations, structure andtional relationship that create
and carry out foreign policy

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 What is Foreign Policy?
Foreign Policy are the policies governments usegidde their actions in the

international arena. Foreign Policies spell oueobyes state leaders have decided to
pursue in a given relationship or situation (Gadst& Powerhouse; 2008 — 2009
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update). International relations scholars are ilegsested in the specific policies than
in foreign policy process — how policies are arfrsaand implemented.

States establish various organisational structanesfunctional relationships to create
and carry out foreign policies. Officials and agesnccollect information about a

situation through various channels, They write memda outlining possible options
for action, they hold meetings to discuss the matgeme of them meet privately
outside the official meetings to decide how to istdee meetings in international

relations, scholars are especially interested iplaging whether certain kinds of

policy process lead to certain kinds of decisiowhether certain process produced
better outcomes (for the state’s self-defined agBrthan others do.

States vary greatly among each other and evennwithsingle state over time. For
instance, both capitalist and communist states hpreven capable of naked
aggression or peaceful behaviour, depending onristances.

Some Political Scientists
have tried to interpret particular states foreigiiqees in terms of each one’s political
culture and history. But foreign policy outcomesulées from multiple forces at
various levels of analysis. The outcomes dependdmidual decision makers, on the
type of society and government that it is workinghw, and on the global and
international context of their actions.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
List three other definitions of foreign policy aksdle in the literature on international
relations.

3.2 Foreign Policy Decision Making

Foreign policy process refers to the process ofst making. States take actions
because people in government- decision makers, sehdloese actions. Decision
making is a steering process in which adjustmergsnaade as a result of feed back
from outside world. Decisions are carried out byicexs taken to change the world,
and then information from the world is monitoredetealuate the effects of actions.
These evaluations along with information about otimelependent changes in the
environment go into next round of decision in whicneign policy decision result
from the bargaining process among various goverhragencies with somewhat
divergent interest in the outcome.

In 1992, the Japanese government had to decideharhéo allow sushi from
California to be imported-a weakling of Japan’ditianal ban on importing rice (to
maintain self-sufficiency in its stable food). Tdhepanese Agriculture ministry with an
interest in the well being of Japanese farmers sgegothe imports. The foreign
ministry with an interest in smooth relationshigiwihe United States wanted to allow
the import. The final decision to import sushi fésdi from the tug-of-war between
the ministries. Thus according to the governmemgdiaing or bureaucratic model,
foreign policy decisions reflect a mix of the irdst of state agencies. (Goldstein &
Powerhouse, 2008)
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3.2 Individual Decision Makers

Every international event is the result, intendedimintended, of decisions made by
individual. International relations events do nastjhappen. The study of individual
decision revolves around the question of ratiopalfio what extend are national
leaders or citizens able to make rational decisionthe national interest and thus
conform to realist view of international relations?

Individual rationality is not equivalent to statationality. States might filter
individual’s irrational decisions so as to arriverational choices, or states might
distort individually rational decisions and end wgh irrational state choices. But
realists tend to assume that both states and thdils are rational and that the goals
or interest of states correlate with those of lesde

However, individual decision makers not only haviéedng values and beliefs, but
also have unique personalities, their personal rexpees, intellectual capabilities and
personal styles of making decisions. Some schatgy individual psychology to
understand how personality affects decision makigy.choanalytic approaches hold
that personalities reflect the subconscious infbgsnof childhood experiences.
Individual decision making follows an imperfect goattial kind of rationality at best.
Not only do the goals of different individual vatyt decision makers face a series of
obstacles in receiving accurate information, camsing accurate models of the
world, and reaching decisions that further theinag®als.

3.3 Factors Shaping Foreign Policy Outcomes
3) Domestic Politics — Bureaucracies

Foreign policy is shaped not only by the internadilodynamics of individual and
group decision making but also the states and sesiwithin which decision makers
operate. The sub-state actors closest to the forpaicy process are the state’s
bureaucratic agencies maintained for developing eawlying out foreign policy.
Different states maintain different foreign polidyureaucracies but share some
common elements.

3) Diplomats

Virtually all states maintain diplomatic corps, &oreign Service, of diplomats
working in embassies in foreign capitals and instdates located in non capital of
foreign cities, as well as diplomats who remairhaine to help coordinate foreign
policy. States appoint ambassadors as their dffie@resentatives to other states and
to international organisations. Diplomatic actedtiare organized through a foreign
ministry or the equivalent (for example, the NigeriMinistry of Foreign Affairs).
Diplomats provide much information that goes intaking foreign policies, but their
main role is to carry out rather that create peSci
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3) Interest Groups

Foreign policy makers operate not in a politicatwmam but in the context of the

Political debates in their society. In all stateecietal pressures influence foreign
policy, although these are aggregated and madetig#ahrough different channels in

different societies. In pluralistic democraciestemested parties influence foreign
policy through interest groups and political pagti dictatorships, similar influences

occur but less visibly. Thus foreign policies admpby states generally reflect some
kind of process of domestic coalition formation.t Baternational factors have strong
effects on domestic politics.

3) Public Opinion

Public opinion has greater influence on foreignigolin democracy than in
authoritarian governmentBut even dictators pay attention to what citizének. No
government rules by force alone, every governmesgds legitimacy to survive.
Government persuade people to accept its policgeswise in the end, policies are
carried out by ordinary citizens-soldiers, workersd bureaucrats. In democracies,
public opinion generally has less effect on foremplicy than on domestic policy.
This is because national leaders traditionally hedditional latitude to make decision
in the international realm. This derives from thpeaal need of states to act in a
unified way to function effectively in the intermatal systems as well as from the
tradition of secrecy and diplomacy that removermag&onal relation from the realm
of ordinary domestic politics.

In addition to the factors listed above, the gephyathe culture and the economy of
a country shapes its foreign policy outcomes.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The attempt to explain foreign policy in a genexat theoretical way has met only
limited success. This is one reason why realistdicoe to find simple unitary-actor
models of the state useful; the domestic and idd&ai elements of the foreign policy
process add much complexity and unpredictabilitpe Girea of foreign policy in

which knowledge stands on somewhat firmer basighe descriptive effort to

understand how particular methods of foreign poliogmation operate in various
states, though such approaches belongs to theofieldmparative politics.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learned hat foreign polisyai complex outcome of a complex
process. It results from the struggle of competthgmes, competing domestic
interests and competing government agencies. Npesindividual, agency or guiding
principle determines the outcome. We were also imeed the factors that shape a
state’s foreign policy.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMAS)
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1. How should political leaders represent their canstit's views in foreign
policy?

2. What do you belief is the most important factorttiv#luence you states
foreign policy?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
Adesola, Funso (2004International relations: an introductory text,
Ibadan: College Press and Publishers.

Goldstein, Joshua & Pevehouse, John (20@8rnational Relations,
Eight Edition New York: Pearson Longman.

Ojo, Olusola & Sesay, Amadu (2008oncepts in International Relations
lle-Ife, Nigeria: Classy Prints & Company.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

There is no universally acceptable single definitad what constitutes the national
interest of a state. This is because nationalaestemeans different things to different
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people. Moreover there is the notion by some pethae national interest is nothing
more and nothing less than what policy makersaiestadopts at any point in time.

However, it has been established that every stdeahset of goals and objectives in
its foreign policy, which the leaders aspire toiagl or promote at times in conflict
with other members of the international communitithin the international system;
consequently the foreign policy of the states dihowtflect such identifiable
objectives. In other words, national interests addicies directed towards the
achievement of goals and objectives that wouldebdtie life of the citizen of the
state.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
» Define national interest
» Describe the importance of national interest ttesta
* l|dentify the various categories of national ingtre
* Assess the impact of national interest on forgigiicy formulation
* Project the national interest of their countries

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Significance of National Interest

Since a country faces a multitude of desirable gyoakth a corresponding scare,
definite and limited resources, there is need tféo identify which of these goals are
actually vital and needed for the country’s surljivas distinct from others that are
useful but even when forfeited will not jeopardike national security. The total list
of desirable and useful interests maintained bwtéon is called the national interest
(the essential goals).

Moreover, these needed goals must be rank ordereording to their degree of

importance and the national resources allocatedrdity to their effects. Not all

national interests, however, would be pursued whi same vigour. The military

forces and the defence policy as the highest imsnis of a nation’s foreign policy
should be primarily designed to cater for the hggh@lued national interest, which is
the preservation of the physical integrity of treaietry. National independence and
the preservation of politico-cultural identity ahe irreducible fixed obligations which

nations do not willingly compromise.

The Foreign Policy of every country is thus at tathes presumably designed to
promote the national interest. But, what is nationterest? And by what standards
and by whom is it to be determined?

A volume published by the Brookings Institution reala helpful distinction among
national interest, objectives, policies and commsent
“Interestsare what a nation feels to be necessary to itsrge@nd well-
being, objectivesare interests sharpened to meet particular intierre
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situations;_policiesare through-out ways of attaining objective, and
commitmentsare specific undertakings in support of policy”. ey
“National Interestreflects the general and continuing ends for wtach
nation acts”. (Palmer & Perkins 2007)

George F. Kennan said, “The national interest cm¢gonsist in abstractions” Indeed
in most cases, as Charles Burton Marshall obseftleel,question... is not whether,
but how to serve the national interest. That ingslthe question of, what is the
national interest in a particular situation”.

However, the concept of national interest is a wesgful one which policy makers
should take note of. It helps to place foreign @oks well as domestic policy in the
framework of national policy. National policy issimuch needed anti-dote to political
shortsightedness and partisanship. Fred H. Haomgtaid that “the concept of
American national interest in the diplomatic fiet@enters on economic forces,
strategic patterns, and moral judgments refereacthé proper role of the United
States in world affairs. Despite, variations in mags, national interest are the
constants rather than the variables of internalsorelations; it is likewise true that
developments at home or abroad require a contirasssessment of these interests
that include security, sovereignty, national vakie,

In view of the heavy international commitments wély nation due to globalisation,
and of the growing importance of foreign policye theed for a correct appraisal of the
national interest is a matter of particular urgeriggubtless it will have to be related
to a broader framework and it will be subject torenwariables than ever before.
Moreover, it will have little meaning unless it repents a widespread consensus and
unless it is applied to specified policies. It iscawell to remember that the national
interest of states should involve not only the tailf security and the national
economy but also a defense of national valuesgfisedind cultures.

3.2 Categories of national interest
Every state, notwithstanding, the size, developedieveloping, and even super-
power or weak at one time or the other promoteareety of objectives or goals at the
international system. These activities by the statest of the times bring these states
into conflict with one another in a bid by the astto achieve their objectives at the
detriments of others. These interests can be careganto the following:

» Core or Vital interests

» Secondary or Variable interests

» Complimentary interest

These interests are briefly discussed below:
a) Core or Vital Interests:
Core or vital interests according to Hartman aseesally conservative. They always

include things that a state already has, but astiinean include new sets of goals or
objectives which the state may also want to pukstleer in the short or long term.
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(Core interest of every country includes nationalvial protection of the territorial
integrity of the state and the lives of all itsizgins against external aggression), as
well as protection of its political, economic, ggtius or social institutions.

States most of the times are usually ready to geatowith others in defense of these
objectives. This was the reason George W. Bushadsticategorically in September
2001, that the bombing of World Trade Center, Newrkyand other centre in

Washington D. C. on September 11, 2001 was anfastao and that America had

declared war on those who perpetrated the actinsteince, Nigeria went to war in

1967 with Biafra, to preserve the integrity of tregion.

Even in the present international politics, thet@cton of vital interests now includes
the defence of the territorial integrity of otheates, usually friendly states under
threat, from the enemy states. Occasionally stalisdges to defend the integrity of
another state, usually a member of military allano which member pledges to
regard an aggression on any member of the alliascan aggression on all. This is
usually referred to as “trigger clauses”.

3) Secondary or variable Interests:
Unlike vital interest, secondary or variable instseare less stable or permanent as the
name implies. They are much more dynamic and chamgsh more frequently than
core interest. It should be pointed out that somesi secondary or variable interests
could enhance or complement the achievement dfimtierests or objectives.

The most easily identifiable secondary interesimlwe the protection of a states
citizens living abroad. The task is usually giventlhhe mission or embassy of the
nation concerned. Missions for example, see tadpatriation of bodies of those who
die in the host country, interceding between itgionals and the host government
especially when they get involved in court casdi®rahey had been sentenced, or
merely paying their school fees.

During the height of the *“aliens must go” campaigm Nigeria under the
administration of Shehu Shagari, Ghana made shipdahle to take its expelled
nationals home. At other times, Ghanaian and ath#rassies in Lagos issued travel
documents to their nationals living in Nigeria twable them go home.

3) General or Complimentary Interests”
Complimentary interests are sometimes referred $o “iaternational interest.
According to Thomas Robinson in (Ojo & Sesay 20@Bgse are usually interests
which a state can apply to a large geographica, doea large number of nations or in
several specific fields” i.e. economics, trade dis@ment, or eradication of the trade
in hard drugs.

What is also true about general interests is tiey aire interest most of which cannot

be achieved by any state acting alone. Furtherngegeral interests are by their
nature long term objectives. One of the reasonsth is that states need the
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cooperation of other states for their actualizationAfrica for example; it was in the
general interests of every African state to seettierest of the continent is liberated
from racists and minority regimes. Indeed at a paimany African states including
Nigeria elevated that interest to a core goal.

It should be noted that the importance a state ati@gh on a particular interest at any
time may shift, in much the same way as interesstdft from time to time. The shift
in the interest of nations is due to the dynamitirgaof the international system. For
example, the increase in the number of state aatotise twentieth century brought
with it corresponding and dramatic changes in samée hitherto acceptable and
more conservative interest of states. An exampléhés revision of the territorial
waters limit that was hitherto three miles. Foroaeentury, it was a vital interest of
Britain to defend this limit, as were other stateshe international system. However,
today and mainly through the agitation of the thwdrld countries, the territorial
waters limit has been extended to between 200 &aazles.
Instruments for the promotion of Naabinterests by every state are:

i.  Diplomacy

ii.  Propaganda and Political Warfare

.  War

iv.  Alliance formation and economic instruments

4.0 CONCLUSION:

There is a direct correlation between the poweradftate and its interests. The
interests of a state, like human beings, are \lgtdianitless. On the other hand, the
resources available to both states and human banegBnite. This means that states
have to order their interests hierarchically anydtdrachieve those that are uppermost
in the hierarchy. Because there is opportunity gogursuing one interest instead of
the other, states have to arrange their needs swmala of preference. Resources are
then allocated for their attainment accordinglyridally, interests that are down the
scale of preference are required to wait whiles ri@st pressing ones are given
appropriate attention.

5.0 SUMMARY

The National interest is analytical tool and yaiakstfor measuring the success or
failure of a country’s foreign policy. Statesmeramalysts should therefore continue
to use the National interest, no matter how vagdelned to measure the success or
failure of any foreign policy decision or action.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMAS)
1. What do you understand by the concept “Nationadrbgt”?

2. Write short notes on: (a) “Core” or “Vital” Interss (b) “General or
“Complimentary” Interests
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54



Ojo, Olusola and Sesay, Amadu (2002pnceptsn International Relations

lle-Ife, Nigeria: Classy Prints & Company.

Hartman, F.H. (1967)he Relations of Nationaldew York: Macmillan

Norman, Howard (2007).

Norman, Palmer & Howard, Perkins (200lfternational Relations,

Third Revised EditionDelhi, India: A. 1. T. B. S. Publishers.

UNIT 4: THE CONCEPT OF POWER

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Body

4.0
5.0
6.0
7.0

1.0

The state is the major actor at the center of matigonal System States in pursuit of its

3.1  The complex Nature of Power (Characteristics)
3.2  Element of National Power

3.3 Balance of Power

Conclusion

Summary

Tutor Market Assignment (TMAS)
References/Further Readings

INTRODUCTION

self-defined national interest is the central dymanmof world politics. Each state’s

ability to achieve its goal is based in substargat on a range of capabilities. They
are particularly important when the goals of twarmre states are in conflict, and the

usual issue in world politics is whose interestsvail and whose do not.

Power is the sum total of a country’s capabilitifswer can be based on positive
persuasion as well as negative coercion. Indeecepava multi-faced concept and

has many forms, military muscle, wealth and sonteerst that are fairly obvious

tangible. Others such as “national will power” agiglomatic skills are much less

obvious and intangible.

2.0

OBJECTIVES

At the successful completion of this unit, you diddae able to:

Explain the importance of power in state relations
Describe the dynamic nature of power
Highlight the complex nature of power
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» Evaluate the different elements of power
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Thecomplex nature of power (characteristics)

Power is an elusive concept. Its multifaceted dttarsstics make it hard to be
precisely described or measured. “Power is likethnera Everyone talks about it, but
few understand it". Power has many characterissmsne of which seem almost
contradictory. It is both an asset and a goal, laad soft, absolute and relative, and a
function of both capabilities and will. Moreoverper is situational.

1. Power as an Asset and a Goal

Power is both an asset and a goal. Power as ancassbe applied to help countries
achieve their goals at the international systemthis form, power is likened to
money, as a sort of political currency that carubed to acquire things. Money buys
things, power causes things to happen. However e differences between money
and power, political power is less liquid than mgnit is harder to convert into what
you want, power unlike money has no standard measemt. Consequently, it is
much harder to be precise about how much powecaugtry has.

Power is also a goal. In a world of conflictingargsts among countries, it is prudent
to seek, acquire, or preserve sufficient poweruispe the national interests of states.
In this regard, the analogy between power and mbasymerit. We all expand money

as an asset, yet we also seek to acquire and td bpia reserve against both

anticipated needs and contingencies.

The duality of power as an asset and goal creaieates over whether more power is
always better. Idealists contents that countriesbeome fixated on acquiring power,
especially military power beyond what is prudentigeded to meet possible
exigencies, arguing that, it is unwise because paweexpensive and creates a
temptation to use it, and it spawns insecurityhim international system. However, the
realists dismisses the concern and say that tHedesmer is in unwise use of the
national power by wasting it on marginal goals, niiag against a country being too
reluctant to expand it's power to advance its matianterests.

2. Hard and Soft Power:
The most common image of power involves the abildymake someone to do
something or suffer the consequences of someoaaets. This is called hard power,
this type of power rests on negative incentiveghsas threats and ‘sticks’ and on
positive incentive — inducements and ‘carrots’

There is also soft power. This is the ability tequade others to follows your lead by

being attractive example. As one scholar putsAitcbuntry may obtain the outcome it
wants in the world system because, other counsiigsires its values, emulating its
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example aspiring its level of prosperity and opessnand would want to follow it
(Rourke 2008: 236).

Hard power is easier to appreciate because itsgereéo see that certain coercive
measures or positive incentives have been usedoaoiolserve the result. Realists are
however apt to dismiss the concept of soft poweyuiag that countries follow other
countries’ lead if they share the same interedt,onb of altruistic sentiments such as
admiration.

3. Absolute and Relative Power
By one standard, power that indisputably exists@rbe potentially used is absolute
power. An example is the approximately 5,000 nuclearheads and bombs that are
deployed on about 1,000 U.S. missiles and bombéiesse arsenals indisputably exist
and will have specific impacts if used, and in tiyeoan be used by a president
without any legal check on ability to authoriseitlieployment.

However, power does not usually exist in a vacuumoespower is about the ability to
persuade or make another actor do or not do songeti@alculating power is of
limited use except to measure it against the pawdahe other side. Consequently,
when assessing capabilities, relative power or dbeparative power of national
actors must be considered. We cannot, for exangyldéheat China is powerful unless
we specify in comparison to whom. Whatever Beijjmgiower resources may be,
China’s relative power compared to another majavgro such as Japan, is less than
China’s relative power compared to smaller neighpsuch as Vietnam.

4. Power as Capacity and Will
Every country’s power is determined substantiailyite power assets, its military and
economic strength, its leadership, the size arahtslof its populations, and numbers
other factors. Together these make up a countryigep capacity, its potential for
exercising international power.

By themselves, substantial power assets are natgbnto create a powerful global
pressure. They give a country the capacity to ésenq@ower, but to be effective, they
must be supplemented by a will to power. This oantry’s willingness to use its
capacity to turn potential power into applied power

5. Objective and Subjective Power
Just as a country’s power is influenced by itsimglhess to use it's assets, so too it is
influenced by what other countries perceive to loes¢ assets and the intent to use
them. Objective power consists of assets that atcppossesses and is willing to use
it. As such, objective power is a major factor gtetmining whose interests prevail at
the international arena, as Irag found out in 2@03ts war against the U.S.-led
coalition forces.

Subjective power is also important. A common agsels that a country will damage
its reputation if it does not display unity, aband@ commitment, or backs down in
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crisis. Because it is difficult to measure repwiasi, judging its impact is challenging.
Some scholars conclude that concern over reputaiaverdrawn but that does not
negate the case that a country’s power is to aecdelgased on others perception, for
being willing or not willing to use it and that thgerception that a country is not
currently powerful can tempt another country. Foamaple, Saddam Hussein's
willingness in 1991 and 2003 to risk war with th&.Uvas based in part on his
perceptions that Americans would not tolerate tbst @and causalities necessary to
invade Iraq and topple him. As Saddam put it pteothe first war, “The nature of
American Society makes it impossible for the Unigétes to bear tens of thousands
of casualties.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXCERCISE

Itemize and explain the three basic elements ofgpaliscussed in this unit.

6. Situational Power
A country’s power varies according to the situatmncontext in which it is being
applied. A country’s situational power is oftendethan the total inventory of its
capabilities Military power is a goal example.

3.2 Elements of Power

Although it is common to think of national power ierms of military might and
wealth, Those elements of power rests substantmally more basic foundation The
elements of that foundation include national geplgyathe quality of the population,
the quality of the government, and the countrgshhological infrastructure. In this
unit we will analyses these basic elements. Howtwefocus is on the core elements
which can be roughly, divided into three parts: ibl@dl geography, people and
government.

I.  National Geography
Location can be advantage or a disadvantage taiatrgo Spain was able to avoid
involvement in the two world wars partly becauset®felative isolation from the rest
of Europe. Poland, sandwiched between Germany amsi&, and Korea stuck
between China and Japan, each has a distinctlytuntde location. And the Kuwait
probably would not mind moving either, providedgytcould take their oil fields with
them

Topography-a country’s mountains, rivers and plasnalso important. The Alps form
a barrier that has helped protect Switzerland fitsmlarger European neighbours,
spared the Swiss the ravages of both world warsoufihout history, Afghanistan’s
rugged mountains had bedeviled invaders, includieg United States. Since 2001
United States and other NATO troops have beendryineliminate Al Qaeda and
Taliban forces.
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Size and climate is also important factors of poaed play important power role.
Bigger is often better. The immense expanse of iRusr example has repeatedly
saved it from conquest. The tropical climate oftk@n, with its monsoon rains and
its dense vegetation, made it difficult for the Amans to use much of their
weaponry.

ii. People — Population
A second core element to a nation’s power is theantyg human resources. Tangible
demographic sub-categories include number of peauje distribution, and such
guantitative factors as health and education. Tlaee also intangible population
factors such as morale.

As is true for geographic size, the size of a cotmipopulation can be a positive or a
negative factor. Because a large population supptiditary personnel and industrial
workers, sheer numbers of people are a positiveepdactor. It is unlikely, for
instance, that Tonga with a population of 115,000 ewver achieve great-power
status.

A large population may be disadvantageous, howa¥et,is not in balance with
resources India with 1.1billion people, has theldisrsecond largest population, yet
because of the country’s poverty ($720 per ca@sP), it must spend much of its
energy and resources merely feeding its people.

li.  Government

A third element of power and last in our discusg®ithe quality of the government.
Administrative effectiveness is one aspect. It lage whether a state has a well-
organized and effective administrative structurattlize its power potential fully. For
example, U.S. power has been undoubtedly underntiggatoblems in the country’s
intelligence agencies. Intelligence failure ledtih@ expenditure of vast amounts of
U.S. power in a war with and occupation of Iragniehed primarily to destroy
weapons of mass destruction that in fact did nitex

Leadership ability is a second aspect of governnteat adds or detracts from a
country’s power. Leadership is a mix of administat political and public relations
skills. Like other intangible power assets, leadgrgapabilities are hard to measure,
yet they clearly make a difference.

3.3 Balance of Power

In the anarchy of the international system the melsible brake on the power of one
state is the power of other states. ‘The term lualasf power’ refers to the general
concept of one or more states power being usedl@nbe that of another state or
group of states. Balance can refer to any ratipasfer capabilities between states or
alliances, or it can mean only a relative equdbralternatively, balance of power

can refer to the processes by which counterbalgncwalitions have repeatedly

formed in history to prevent one state from conofgean entire region.
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The theory of balance of power argues that suchmtedlalancing occurs regularly
and maintains the stability of the internationadteyn. The system is stable in that its
rules and principles stay the same. State soveyedges not collapse into a universal
empire. The stability does not, however imply pedcis rather a stability maintained
by means of recurring wars that adjust power reheti

Alliances play a key role in balance of power. Bui up one’s own capabilities
against a rival is a form of power balancing, batniing an alliance against a
threatening state is often quicker, cheaper ancemtfective. During the Cold War,
the United States encircled the Soviet Union witiitany and political alliances to
prevent soviet territorial expansion.

4.0 CONCLUSION

National power is the sum of country capabilitiesticcessfully implement its foreign
policy, especially when those policies are oppobgdother states or need the
cooperation of other states. Measuring power asse&xy difficult. The efforts to do
so help us see many of the complexities of anadyzire characteristics of power.
These characteristics include the fact that powetlynamic, objective and subjective,
relative and situational, and a country’s will tower expresses it's determination to
apply power assets.

5.0 SUMMARY

State power is a mix of many ingredients, such asiral resources, industrial

capacity moral legitimacy, military capabilitiespgulation and popular support of
government. All these elements contribute to anracpower. The mix varies from

country to another, but overall power relates ®ribugh qualities of the elements on
which that power is based.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Write short notes on: (a) Hard and Soft power (bjeCtive and Subjective power

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Rourke, John T. (2008). International Politics be World Stage
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UNIT 1: CONTEMPORARY FEATURES OF THE INTERNATIONAL
SYSTEM
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1.0. Introduction
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3.0. Main Body
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1.0. INTRODUCTION

Here is an attempt to discuss the major dynamiedure and patterns of the
contemporary international system. In other wotldlis, is to give a picture of what the
international system is; what necessitated theodise on the international system?
What are the characteristics of the contemporastesy?

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
» Explain real nature of the international system
» Evaluate the problems and goals of each contirfethiecsystem
» Distinguish international issues from domestic éssu

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Features of the International System

There are about 200 states (precisely 184) inrtegriational system at present. These
states sprawling over the six continents in thebgloi.e., Africa, Europe, North
America, South America, Australia and Asia arectlifiregarded as members of the
international system. For quite a long time, andtneely up till recent times, these
states are the major actors or what may be termeché movers” or “key players” in
the international system. These states (countamsylassified into North and South,
Developed and Developing, Industrialized or Less$ubtrialized, Poor or Rich, etc.,
depending on their technological know-how, hist@nyd resource endowment, among
others.

As a result of the existence of many states, ttenational system is highly complex,
vast and competitive. It is complex by virtue oé ttact that nations like individuals
are selfish and thus pursue their parochial interesa fervid competition with one
another. Goals of countries are variegated exaapa ffew that are similar. How to
manage these multifarious goals has become a Harcwask in view of the fact that
these nations are so large with unique experieandsorientation. For instance, the
positions of the Third World countries are, mogtds, at variance with that of the
developed countries of First and Second World.

Each continent has its own problem, focus and peates, and just like every
individual, each nation has its own preference godls and idiosyncrasies. The
yearning and aspirations of the Asian countriesnas at par with that of the
American/Caribbean (South America), especially witenomes to particularities.
Within Africa, the North African Arab countries dwt consider themselves Africa
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perse.This has lent credence to the conclusion thatriteznational system is vast and
complex.

As a result of its vastness and complexity, thermdtional system is problematic,
chaotic, and anarchical. This explains why theee series of international war; for
instance, the Cambodia/Laos war, Britain/Argentit®32 war, Eritrea/Ethiopia
1998/1999war or series of border clashes betwegrridi and Benin Republic, Mali
and Burkina Faso and series of civil wars in Ang&8eerra Leone, Algeria, Liberia,
Burundi, Rwanda, Chechnya, defunct Yugoslavia,, eadl. of which the United
Nations and/or respective regional organisatioegyeappling with.

The series of crises; political, economic, culturaligious, etc., also lend credence to
the conclusion that the international system isotthaFor instance, the positions of
the countries of the South are in conflict withdbmf the North, and vice versa. Even
among developed countries, there is a bitter yvaktween and among the major
economic powers like United States of America, dagad Germany; not to talk of
the serious rivalry for economic opportunities betw France and Britain. In Africa,
there is muscle flexing for continental leadersbgiween Nigeria, Egypt and South
Africa. Besides, there is also the issue of cultooatact and conflict between Europe
and America on one hand and the rest of the dewgoporld on the other hand. In
fact, the nature and dynamics of conflict in diffier parts of Africa in particular could
be divorced from the foregoing.

Another feature of the international system is thas decentralized with no single
source of authority. Although, international lawistg, its observance merely rests on
morality. Unfortunately however, some states vilaternational law when it is in
their interest to do so. Suffice it to say thaemftional law is not absolutely binding
on states as there is no law-enforcer or internatipolice that is capable of enforcing
states’ compliance. Although observance of inteonal law has invaluable rewards
to the nations that so respects it. Basically, n&tlons that constitute more than two
third of the states in the international systemncdrbut just obey international law
simply because they could not afford the luxury aloit that the big powers enjoy.
Allusion could be made to the United States of Aio@s invasion of Grenada, Haiti
and Panama in this regard. If this is juxtaposeith Wie Iragis invasion of Kuwait in
1991, one could say that the former was not cone@enmternationally as the latter.

Again, there is also the problem of distinguishlmefween international issues and
purely domestic ones. The reasons are clear; idbaeseem to be purely domestic
usually have some international implications. Fastance, the domestic economic
problem of Nigeria prior to 1986 had an internadibimplication, which eventually
brought the International Monetary Fund/World Bankescribed Structural
Adjustment Programme (SAP). In like manner, thaatadiscrimination (Apartheid
regime) in South Africa technically had internaabnimplications-leading to
international and African condemnation and sanstiagainst the minority apartheid
government. The civil war in and fratricidal crisesthe Democratic Republic of
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Congo, Burundi, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Liberia, defuYugoslavia and Algeria
called for international action.

The issues of human rights violation in domestititigs call for international action;
this was evident during the despotic rules of S&macha of Nigeria, Idi Amin of
Uganda, Jean Bokassa of Central African Republic, Ecological issues also
transcend local or domestic jurisdiction of cousdriThe foregoing has been largely
facilitated by the phenomenon of globalisation vhis fast sweeping people and
countries into what is termed “global village”.

4.0. CONCLUSION

Many of the above features and underlying factdrg@rnational system have not
altered, but the international environment has ghdnand is still changing. The
changes are as a result of the modifications irstht system., the vast technological
development of the time, the increasingly role ggitayed by non-Western societies,
and the “revolution of rising expectations” which affecting, directly or indirectly,
the majority of the underprivileged people of therld.

That is the reason much of international relatimsoncerned with conflict, its

management and resolution. Consequently, a furadtioternational system requires
a degree of integration and is most effective i iuided by a supporting community
structure.

5.0. SUMMARY

War has been a recurrent phenomenon in the inten@tsystem throughout human
history. In the twentieth century, in spite of thigh hopes of the early years, it was
just as frequent as and much more virulent tham leefre. Even in the nuclear age,
which has thus far at least avoided the ultimatasteophe of total war, few years
have seen free war in some parts of the world. Wewdearful the prospect may be,
“thinking about the unthinkable”, to use the worfl derman Kahn, is absolutely
necessary. Almost all conceivable methods of prewgnWorld War 111, and
limiting, if not preventing, lesser armed conflittave been examined and have found
ardent supporters.

6.0. TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMAS)
1. Explain why there are still series of internationalrs.
2. What are the problems of distinguishing internadioissues and domestic
ones?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
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The sources of international law are three in numtibeaties and general principal of
law. Thus, the statute of the International Codirfwstice (Article 38) stipulates that
the court shall apply international conventions, etiler general or particular,
establishing rules expressly recognised by theesbinig states, international custom,
as evidence of a general practice and accepteawgsahd the general principles of
law recognised by civilized nations.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
» Explain the meaning and the sources of internatilama
» Explain the meaning of treaties, international cost and general principles of
law;
» Highlight the implication of states signing or fgiing treaties
» Evaluate the place of judicial decision in the piite of international law.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 International Conventions

A convention is an agreement creating binding allcpns between subjects of
international law. Other words, some of which alsave other meanings, used
synonymously with convention are treaty, protocaccord, arrangement,

understanding, compromise, regulation, provisi@ttpcharter, statute, act, covenant
etc. The word “Convention” must not be confusedwitconstitutional convention.

Treaties have been the main instrument of condyciimernational relations.
International cooperation has been carried outcgrailly through these treaties. The
trend towards written law is irreversible. It cleadoubts and ensures a common
understanding at least, among the parties. A trea&ty supplement, modify or
override obligations derived from customary lawn@mtions have been proliferated
as evidenced in the large number of treaties rgdtwith the United Nations. They
diminish the importance of customary law as a seofanternational law.

A contract treaty is one that merely regulates i§iperelationship between two or
more states. For example, a loan agreement, a kkingtreaty lays down rules for a
number of states. A contract treaty may be mordileterminated than a law making
one, for example, by war or non performance by dtieer party. A constitutional
treaty is one that creates an international orgdiois in which case, the treaty is also
the constitution of the international organisation.

Although treaties normally bind only the partigga¢ta tertus nec nocent nec prosunt)
yet they are the nearest to legislation in a plrttaganised society. A recurrence of a
provision in treaties may create an internationst@mary law to that effect. Thus, the
rule pacta sunt servanda party cannot be a judge in his own case) aatutiwith
treaties is a customary rule of international |ae principles of treaty are now
largely codified in the Vienna Convention on thenLaf Treaties 19609.
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3.2 International Customary Law

The wording in the statute of the World Court “mi&tional custom, as evidence of
general practice accepted as law” has been caticier its clumsiness. It is in fact,
the general practice of states that is acceptedstem under certain conditions.

Customs remained the most important source ofriatemal law until recently when
the situation was changed by the large number dfilataral law making treaties.
Customs may be gleaned from the practice of statm @ress conferences, official
statement, opinions of legal officers and acts t#Htes official instructions to
diplomats, consuls, military commanders, of muratipourts and tribunals, and the
practice of international institutions and tribismaCare must be taken to separate
political statements, rhetoric or mere promises.

For rules to become customs there must be a cdrstahuniform usage. In Lotus
case Permanent Court of International Justice (RC@R7), the PCIJ found that state
law were inconsistent, municipal decisions condlittext writers were divided, and
consequently, no uniform trend was discernableufipert the existence of a custom
giving a flag state exclusive penal jurisdictioreoghips in collisions at sea.

State must act under the impression that the adiobligatory in law. This is often
expressed aspinion jurissive necessitat@ simplyopinion jurisfor short. The ICJ
stressed in the North Sea Continental shelf ca8891969: 3), that states must feel
impelled by a legal obligation, not habitual actidwtion necessitated by reasons of
comity or courtesy is not custom, nor is a meregasdVhereas usage may differ
among states, custom must be consistent. No plarticiwration is required for a
custom to materialize, although long period is amdence of consistency and
acceptance. The customary law on freedom of oyiaces flight and the right of
littoral states to exploit their continental shed\agose recently.

Not all state need to be involved in custom foromtionly a few states have
conducted outer space flight and not all state ltaestlines or ships. Resolution of
international institution especially the Securitgu@cil and General Assembly, when
acted upon, may become evidence of state prachdeadd the development of
international law. Custom may be general or padicun case of the later, it must be
proved although, a particular custom may be treasegleneral within a region.

There is a tendency to codify customs in speciabsr e.g., law of and law of
diplomatic immunities. The International Law Comsis has the codification of law
as major responsibilities. Codification has the aadsge of clarifying doubts and
minimizing disputes.

3.3 General Principles of Law as Recognised by Clwed Nations

The statute mentions general principles of law ibitized nations as the third source
of international law. “It does not define civiliZedhe provision is reminiscent of
exclusiveness of international law in the past tobri€ian nation and then to
“civilized” nations. The word is now used to referthe states of the international
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community. Presumably, general principles will notlude a theory of criminal
punishment that supports the amputation of condioteiminals. They exclude
barbarous relics of any religious or judicial syste

If there is a relevant treaty or custom, generahgyple does not apply. They are
called in to fill a lacuna in the law so that theud is not incapacitated from giving a
judgment non liquateThey constitute a reservoir of principles fromievhthe courts,
may draw in appropriate cases and further recogtiEe dynamic nature of
international law and the creative function of thaurts in administering it. This
borrowing is not new but merely declaratory of @rip practice of international
courts. The early writers draw inspiration from thenciples of Roman law. They
embraced the principles of substantive, procedana evidentiary law common to
legal systems and which exist in both municipal emernational laws.

The court is however, not obliged to admit a mypatidoctrine if it thinks, it is
inapplicable in court, as opposed to dissentingioents, rarely makes reference to
general principles. It does not require a princifdlebe manifested in every legal
system, does not even call for evidence of its d&idespread and does not indulge
in a comparative study of systems.

In practice, it takes the general principles kndavjudges sitting. The number of legal
systems considered is not as many as the numlstatels in the world. This may be
because of the penetration of European legal miesiin other parts of the world.
Thus, the same principles applicable in Britain napply to Nigeria, Malawi, India,
New Zealand and Canada, all of them, former Britslonies and now members of
the Commonwealth of Nations. The same appliestierdbrmer colonial powers and
their former colonies.

In practice, every principle is considered on iterits and no state now accepts a
principle merely because it was supported by amoffilee Soviets sometimes used
general principles in the sense of the most funadah@rinciples of international law.
For example, rule against aggression but this vasaeptable to others. To become
law, the general principles must form part of tydatv or custom.

General principles are only applied if they weretpaf treaty or custom: Some
examples of general principles are —pawht servandda party cannot be a judge in
his own case), the doctrine litis pendengnon retroactivity of criminal legislation)
and the territoriality of crimes. The ICJ invokednsideration of humanity in the
Corfu and Nicaragua cases in the South-West Africee.

3.4 Judicial Decisions and Text Writers

Article 38 of the statute of the ICJ directs itapply judicial decisions as subsidiary
means of determination of the rules of law but sabjo Article 59 which lays down
that a decision of the court is binding only on tharties and in respect of that
particular case.
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The court has however treated these decisions gvéht respect and refers to them
frequently. Although, only a subsidiary means afesaining the law, in some cases,
they have proved to be the best of means. Repeaatdécbquently cited decisions
increasingly become, not merely evidence, but at €aeate the law and form part of
international practice.

Decisions of arbitral tribunals are also respeeted referred to by the International
Court of Justice. The fact that arbitrators are entbexible and inclined to make a
compromise does not reduce the importance of flaeigment. The separate and
dissenting judgments of judges have, at leastatitieority of texts. In the execution of
the judgment, ICJ is guaranteed by Article 94 eftiN Charter.

Text writers are subsidiary law, determining agesciThe importance attached to a
text depends upon the prestige of the author am@xtent his opinion withstands the
test of time. Because of the impression of inteomal law and the sparseness of its
success in early times, the works of text writemray if not the only, source of
international law. Thus, writers like Grotius, \&tand Victoria exercised unrivalled
influence on the law. They freely drew analogiesyfrRoman law and Natural Law.
After Grotius, text writers broke into Naturalispgsitivists and Eclectics or Grotians.
With the swing of the positivism in the 19th centuthe influence of text writers
waned to what it is now.

The statute refers to writers “of the various nagi6 This is because of the fact that
some writers are influenced by national, raciabttrer subjective considerations. The
justification of state action by some writers frahose states sometimes makes sad
reading when tested for objectivity after the lapséime. Some writers have found it
herculean task to rise above the national craztheimoment compelled by leaders
with distorted world visions.

A comparison of some of the text writers from thest West and non-aligned states
confirm this statement. For a reasonable ascerafnit is necessary to consult the
three sides until universalism can instill in wr#tethe courage to stand above
governments in order to promote objectivity anddkauine interest of humanity as a
whole. The work of text writers is still very imgant as a subsidiary source of
international law if properly selected and assessed

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXAMINATION:
Judicial Decisions is important source of interowadil law. Discuss.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The question of law as fixed by treaty or convemima fairly objective one, but even
this presents at least two difficulties, one is m&tter of interpretation, and the other
Is that of knowing just when a rule agreed to bynecstates, but not by all becomes
international law.
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Custom or customary law is often difficult to provéhe task here is to show that a

particular rule has been accepted in practice byctmmunity of states even though

the various states have never reached an expfideérstanding to that effect. The rule

must be proved, if at all, by the presentation wtience. Generally speaking, this

evidence comes from judicial decisions, diplomaterespondence, state papers, and
the findings of research societies and private lacho

5.0 SUMMARY

International conventions or treaties, customsggarprinciples of law as recognised
by civilized nation, Judicial decisions and textitens are the main sources of
international law, but Article 38 (2) of the Intational Court of Justices, state that the
court shall apply whatever, the parties regardeti@bases of their actions.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMAS)
1. Outline and discuss the four sources of internatitaw.
2. Write short notes on:(i) Judicial Decisions (igxX Writers

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Hannikainen, L. (1998Peremptory Norms (Jus Cogens) in International
Law Finish Lawyers’ Publishing Co.

Umozurike, U. O. (1993)ntroduction to International Lambadan:
Spectrum Books Limited.
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UNIT 3: COLLECTIVE SECURITY AND BALANCE OF POWER

CONTENTS
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2.0 Objectives
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3.2  Collective Security as a Method of Seeking M/&ecurity
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0  Tutor Marked Assignment (TMAS)
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Since the two world wars, the concepts of collecgecurity and balance of power has
been persistently advocated and attacked, defeadddcriticized, it has featured
prominently in the theoretical and ideological delsaconcerning the management of
international relations. Moreover there has beeurrent movement towards and
away from translating the concept into a workingtegn. Although collective security
appears simple and almost self explanatory, theemnis in reality a complex and
elusive one. It has been defined by George Schwageb as “machinery for just joint
action in order to prevent or counter any attacairsgj an established international
order”. It clearly implies collective measure fagaling with threats to peace.

Balance of power on the other hand, has been msed many different ways that it

almost defies definition. Professor A. F. Pollawhcduded that there were several
thousand possible meanings of the concept, aszathlyord by word. The essential

idea is simple; it is equilibrium of the type repeated by a pair of scales. When the
weight in the scale is equal, balance will reséifiplied to a world of sovereign states,

uncontrolled by effective super-national agenctbs, concept of balance of power
assures that through shifting alliances and cowuailérg pressures no one power or
combination of powers will be allowed to grow soogg as to threaten security of the
international system.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
The main objectives of this unit are to:
 examine the concepts of collective security andarmzd of power in
maintaining peace & security
» highlight the contribution of the two concept insaning international security
and
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* highlight the limitations of collective security @énbalance of power as
instruments of international relations.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Collective Security as a Method of Seeking WatlSecurity

Collective security approach is a different methHod trying to achieve territorial
security in the international system. This appro&ztpreserving world peace and
stability was introduced by American President Woad Wilson, following World
War Il. It calls for a system that combines theitanily power of peace loving states to
create an overwhelming power base capable of degenould be aggressors. In this
sense, an attack on one state is considered ak ataall states — to be met with
collective action.

The League of Nations was to be the first effortttos type. To the dismay of its
advocates, the very countries that proposed itudineg the United States, did not
implement it. Japan invaded Manchuria in 1931 amih& in 1937, Italy invaded
Ethiopia in 1935 and Germany marched into Czechagkia and other European
countries from the 1930s onward — all with impuritfwhen collective security
strategy failed to prevent World War I, balancepofver came back into vogue.

By the late 280 century, however, UN resolution’s legitimizing tlise of force in
situation like the Persian Gulf War, coupled wits peacekeeping operations in
Bosnia, exemplified a modified form of collectivecsirity that has reappeared on the
world stage. The message may be that authoritgoaernments, militaristic states,
and dictators can no longer hide behind their ayusivereignty to conduct acts that
grossly violate human rights.

Collective Security is expanding from a strategtipping acts of aggression by one
state against another to stopping such acts bytigosiheadership inside its sovereign
territory. One of the big problems with collectivBecurity however, is the
unwillingness of countries to commit their troopsnilitary action under the direction
of foreign commanders. The United States is esfiaaong on this position. Thus,
the former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan arguet the international community
must reach a consensus on how to check systemal@tions of human rights inside
states, especially when one ethnic national groogs gafter another, as in former
Yugoslavia and Rwanda.

Collective security can have a centralizing impattregional politics as when the UN
legitimized the use of force against Saddam Huss@iwasion of Kuwait and when
NATO intervened in Bosnia to stop Serb-orchestragddc cleansing in the Mid-
1990s. Yet collective security has its limitatidrtse limitations of collective security
lie in bringing a coalition of countries togetheradddress a shared regional issue. In
the case of US led invasion of Iraq, many key masoé the UN Security Council
simply did not agree with US perceptions of thedhew military action at the time.
Since the US invasion and occupation of Iraq ctillecsecurity has not worked well-
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most visibly demonstrated in the bombing of the bilésion in Baghdad in August
2003.

3.2 Balance of Power in Multiple Forms

The balance of power theory emerged after the Paladéestphalia in 1684 as a way
of promoting security and stability in inter stagations. The golden age of balance
of power began in the mid-seventeenth century astkd until the World War I. The
idea was that if one or more countries had suffic@wer to balance the power of
another country or alliance, then peace and stabiould follow. The strategy
checked power with power, if one alliance seemebetgyaining the edge of power,
then an opposing alliance should increase its pewedtvice versa.

It should be pointed out however, that the balasfggower did not work consistently
well and had many breakdowns during the perioda®zd of power tactics can be
seen during the Cold War, when the United States MATO face of against the
Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact. Although, mamgyarthat it was not the balance
of power that kept war from breaking out betweenttho alliances systems but rather
the balance of terror associated with the fearuatear retaliation if one side attacked
the other with a nuclear weapon.

Alliance: a coalition of state seeking to increase their grorelative to other states,
obviously play a big role in the balance of powelities. Alliances date back in
history certainly to the time of warring Athens aBgarta. Alliances are typically
formed to pool resources to offset the power ofeac@ived threatening state or
coalition of states.

Balance of power can also be viewed as varioustsiral models by which power is
distributed in the following forms:
I. A tight bipolar balance: as during the late 1940s and early 1950s in the
United States/NATO versus the USSR/Warsaw Pactdéce

ii. A loose bipolar balance:roughly beginning in the mid 1950s as China moved
away from the USSR and France fro NATO and the dr'hiforld countries
began to organize in the neutral and Non Aligned/éfoent.

li. A beginning of multi-polar balance referring to the period of the 1970s and
19080s when North American and Western Europe geavt economically,
Japan and China became more independent and poweduSoviet Union
remained intact, and the developing countries m@fenh different directions.

iv.  Multiplicity: as demonstrated in the breaking of the USSR, iigeaf China
and emergence of trade blocks like European UniehAFTA, etc. In this
configuration, multiple centers of various typesswarming whether balance
can occur in this configuring is still an open dqum@s
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v. Unipolarity ; referring to the United States as the single dami military
power in the global system. In this system, U. &ver may be viewed as the
ultimate guarantor of world stability through maliy policing — or as
instigating global instability through U. S. — dgiv cultural imperialism and a
protracted war against terrorism that can produckess insecurity.

vi. Loose multipolarity: the international system is now described as ¢hein
loosely organized not only the United States asgemon but other contending
actors like Europe and China. While the United &tatontinue unchallenged
as the sole military power, emerging powers suchChma are economic
powers. Both with Europe and to a lesser extenssRu the international
system is seen as revolving around these actors.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The term balance of power has a variety of meanmtisregard to patterns of power.
Balance of power may be seen in term of differasirithution of power pattern within
the international system such as bipolarity, mlttify and uni-polarity. Collective
security calls for the pooling of state power ineoorganisation like the UN. This
power is used to deter or defeat any country thliatled another. Collective security
has not worked well because states have beenastuct place their military forces
under UN authority and because of competing vessadmational security interests.

5.0 SUMMARY

Although the United States currently is the solpestpower, power patterns in the
international arena are constantly changing anfdirsfii Some observers see China as
the world’s next super power and believe that theogean Union may one day check
U. S. power economically. The war in Iraq has egliash the UN in a turbulent
setting, where collective security has not operatell in its military meaning and has
taken on new non-military challenges.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMAS)
1. Critically examine the contributions of balance pbwer in ensuring
international stability
2. Criticize collective security as concept of ensgrinternationals peace and
security
3. What are the limitations to the practice of colleetsecurity

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Rourke, John (1997nternational Politics on the World Staglé\1 édition
New York: MC Graw Hill 1997.

Paul, Kennedy (1987The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers
New York: Vintage.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Globalization is a force shaping power distribution world politics today. It is
important to note that globalization refers to engeed economic integration and
interdependence of states through internationaé fteade, market economies,
investments and capital flows. World trade has gromstronomically and huge
multinational corporations (MNCS) and economic oigations (International
Monetary Fund, World Bank and World Trade Orgamsgt dominate global
commerce.

These trend-linked with the spread of global filmgtic network, digitalization,
satellite communications, the world wide web andmpater technology-have
impacted on state-to-state power relationship dtiaadiby.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Globalization: Friend or Foe?

Looking at the entirety of world politics today,oponent of globalization sees the
positive consequences on state-to-state powelamdfiip. Thomas Freidman, in his
book the Lexus and the Olive Tree (1999) views glization as making old
fashioned power politics obsolete, owing to the enapives of global capitalism. In
his view, globalization leads to democratic woregduced poverty, higher standards
of living in lesser developed countries, and thessIglobal conflict, more unity and
expanded regional integration.

Other observers believe that globalization workgatigely on power relationships.
For one thing in many parts of the less developeddyglobalization is viewed as yet
another brand of western cultural imperialism. Cetitpn has kept economic elites
in power rather than generating wealth for everyoferkers and the environment
exploited.

In the recent outpouring of criticism of globaliwat John World Lewis Gadelis points
out that 9/11/2001 attack on World Trade Centeustlates the dark side of
globalization and interdependence, arguing thabajlpation has spawned deep
grievances against the United States in particagawell as provided the power and
means to attack it, as demonstrated in the uswibéin aircraft for suicide bombers.

Globalization and the information revolution andemdlependence that have come
with it, according to Nye, have created virtual coumication and networks that
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ignores national borders. This means that transmaticorporations like multinational
corporations and nongovernmental, non-state adtmisiding terrorist and radical
Islamic ideologies now play larger role in the migtional system.

Professor Stanley Hoffmann has also on his paighed in on the massive effects of
a globalization on power in world politics. He sises three forms of globalization,
each with implications about power:

1. Economic globalization-which has recently been ugdi&g revolutions in
technology, information, trade, foreign investmentd international
businesses

2. Cultural globalization — which has led to recergaasts against western culture
and

3. Political globalization which is characterized bydamination by the United
States and its political institutions.

Each negative consequences has produced implisdtomow power now takes new
forms in an interdependent globalized world, angv lstates in a globalized world
should mobilize power to combat terrorism. Oldenapts of the balance of power
and collective security have become inappropriathis world of porous borders.

3.2  Factors accelerating globalization:

To some extent, globalization is ancient. It hasrnbender way since the first isolated
tribes and other groups of humans began to tradeo#merwise interact with one
another. But from another perspective, globalizatsoprimarily modern phenomenon
because the speed with which globalization has rpssgd has increased greatly
during the last two centuries or so and even mrt@erdinarily since World War 11.
The modern acceleration of globalization is thedpiais of two factors. Technological
change and government policy (Rourke 2009).

3.2.1 Technological Developments

These have rapidity expanded the speed with whiehcimandise, money, people,
information, and ideas move over long distancestatagy, people, money, culture,
and knowledge have flowered across political bardg@nce ancient times. What is
different though is the speed at which globalizaieonow proceeding.

More than 85% of histories significant technologiadvances have occurred since
1800, and the rate of discovery and invention heenlaccelerating during that time.
Be it the internet, jet travel or some other adearacgreat deal of this technological
innovation is moving the world away from the natiborientation that has dominated
for several centuries towards a growing global emtedness.

3.2.2 Government Policies
This is a second factor that has promoted gloh#dizaespecially on the economic
front. After World War |, countries increasinglydd to protect their economies from
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foreign competition by instituting trade restriction form of high tariffs and by

impeding the face exchange of currencies. In hgidsipolicy makers concluded that
this approach had been disastrous. Much of Eurmpggled economically during the
1920s then collapsed at the end of the decade.

Between 1929 and 1932 industrial production in paréell 50% and unemployment
shot up to 22%. The U. S. stock market crashed2®18nd the American economy
soon imploded, as did the economics of Japan aher atountries. Global trade
plummeted and the world sank into great Depression.

During the 1920s, fascist dictator Benito Mussobeized power in down trodden
Italy, and during the great Depression, Adolf Hilkad the other fascist dictators rose
to power in Germany, Japan, Spain, and elsewheldWVar Il soon followed
exacting a horrific price on mankind. Many obsenggued that the restrictive
economic policies after World War | had createdneeoic desperation that followed
thereby allowing fascism to take hold, which inntued to World War Il. Based on
their analysis of the causes of World War Il, pplinakers planning for the postwar
period focused in part on preventing a reoccurr@fi@global conflict.

On the economic front, the United States led therefto create the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), a treaty amdorganisation of the same
name lately renamed the World Trade Organisatiom@V in order to help eliminate
the trade barriers that were blamed for World WaPblicy makers also established
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Such beliefand government support for
globalization remains powerful factors today.

Other reasons to note is that the role of govermnnmepromoting globalization tends
to undercut the argument expressed by former Amerferesident, Bill Clinton that
globalization is not something we can hold off arnt off... is the economic
equivalent of a force of nature like wind or wat&ountries especially acting
collectively can shape, restrain, or even reversmymaspect of globalization by
increasing economic barrier, by restricting tramed interfering with transnational
communication and by other policies designed to emaational borders less
permeable.

3.3  Evaluating Globalization

Globalization enjoys considerable popular supparytiad the world, yet critics of the
process are legion and more vehement than its si@ppoThere can be little doubt
that the process has progressed rapidly due tovatioms in information technology
and transport The economic data is also clear.shted by trade investment,
monetary flow and every other standard, economabajlzation have advanced
quickly and far.

Cultural globalization is harder to measure, butyome who has traveled

internationally for several decades will atteshtw much more common the use of
English, western-style dress, fast food restaursentging burgers and fries, and many
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other aspects of a spreading common culture havenbe Evaluating globalization
gualitatively, deciding whether it is a positive megative trend is very much more
difficult.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Globalization is the process of the integratiorcommunications and transportation,
national economies, and human cultures acrossnatlmundaries. Though it is an
ancient process, the process has speeded up aadyddue to government policies
that promote it and due to technological changes Whrld has become much more
interdependent and interconnected through trarejamt and communication
globalization, economic globalization and cultugibbalization. This globalization
has spurred transnationalism.

5.0 SUMMARY

Globalization refers to widened economic integratmd interdependence among the
world’s states by way of international free tradgrket economies, investments and
capital flows. Huge Multinational Corporations (MSL and global economic
organisations like International Monetary Fund (lWV®orld Bank (WB) and World
Trade Organisation (WTO) had come to dominate dlcbanmerce as world trade
expands. Globalization is also produced by theagpd global fibber optic networks,
digitalization, the World Wide Web and computerhiealogy.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMAS)
1. What do you understand by the term “globalization?”
2. Discuss the major factors responsible for the @cagbn of globalization.
3. Evaluate the impact of globalization on the pregeternational system.

7.0 References/Further readings
Arnold Toynbee;the Study of History in the Light of Current Deysteents:
International AffairsXXIV Oct. 1948.

Rourke, John (2009)nternational Politics on the World Staddew York:
New York: MC Graw-Hill.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

One of the promising developments starting from tthentieth century in interstate
relations has been the proliferation of internadloorganisation. For the first time in
history, permanent organisation of a nearly unalketgpe emerged. Although the
word permanent may seem hardly justified, for teadue of Nations lasted for only
about a quarter of a century with an effective qebrof barely fifteen years, and the
future of the United Nations after all these yeafsactive existence is still very
uncertain.

In addition to today’s general international orgaion-the United Nation-are many
lesser ones, some of such which are specializeacagg Regional Organisations of a
general character, as the Organisation of Amergtates and North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation, and some more specialized in functe the Organisation for
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Economic Cooperation and Development and the S&atific Commission are
numerous and active.

In addition to these scores of public internatiamrglanisations, concerned with almost
every conceivable aspect of international relatidnsxdreds of private international
organisations otherwise called nongovernmental rosgéions, such as International
Red Cross or Rotary International or the IntermaticChamber of Commerce, play
useful although less publicized roles.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
* ldentify the main roles of international organisati
» Evaluate the success/failures of these organisatipattaining their objectives
* Assess the relevance of the activities of thesearosgtions to interstate
relations.

3.0MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Origin of Modern International Organisation

The modern pattern of international organisatios bhaen evolving ever since the
nation-state system emerged several centuriesaagoespecially since the Congress
of Westphalia of 1648.

The term “International Organisation is defined “agy cooperative arrangement
instituted among states, usually by a basic agraente perform some mutually
advantageous functions implemented through periodietings and staff activities”.
In this well-developed sense, few examples of maBonal organisations can be
found until the modern period.

Long before the golden age of Ancient Greece, 4staie relations of a sort existed in
many parts of the known world, including China, imdVesopotamia, and Egypt.
Contracts between rulers and kingdoms were notranuan, and there was a fair area
of agreement on diplomatic practices, commerciktians, treaties of alliance, and
codes of warfare and terms of peace. The treatidee@ast are the first steps towards
International Organisations.

Although local loyalties prevented the Greeks fraohieving true national unity, the
procedures and patterns in use among their citgsstas well as their theories of
interstate relations appear strikingly modern. dme ways Ancient Greece seems
much like the modern world in miniature. Treati@iances, diplomatic practices and
services, arbitration and other methods of peaasiilement of disputes, rules of war
and peace, leagues and confederation, and othensmefa regulating interstate
relations were well known and widely used.
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The Roman contribution to international organigaticas of a different sort. After the
final defeat of Carthage and the conquest of thigeeNlediterranean world and most
of Western and Central Europe, Rome establishethé &f universal empire, the
inclusiveness of this empire and its remoteness fother centers of power such as
China and India, precluded interstate relations.

The idea of international organisation was theeeforeign to Romans. Nevertheless,
the Romans contributed legal, military, and adntiais/e techniques, and they

established the basis of thes gentiunwhich became a fertile source of international
law.

The Congress of Westphalia was a notable milesitoriiee development of modern
international organisation, as it was in the evolubf the modern state system. The
significance of this great congress has been discuim earlier units of this course.

During the dynastic and colonial struggles of thgheenth century, alliances,
coalitions, diplomacy, wars, conferences and pesatdement became commonplace
techniques of international relations. The confeeesystem, which has been perhaps
the most conspicuous feature of modern internatiorganisation, was developed to a
high degree in seventeenth and eighteenth centiBmme of the best-known early
plans and proposals for peaceful relations andirfternational organisation were
advanced.

A permanent general international organisation @lueaof Nations) of a nearly
universal character came into existence for thet fime after world War 1. This
development marked another stage in the historintefnational organisation. The
new era owed much to the experience and experimectsding the many abortive
plans and projects of the past. “Modern internaioorganisation” started with its
wide array of institutions, evolved from the comfieces of the preceding centuries. In
the new world of the twentieth century, the oldechniques were not adequate, but
they did provide the foundations upon which thespré complex structure of
international organisation has been built.

3.2 Roles of International Organisations

Most international conflicts are not settled by itafy force. Despite the anarchic

nature of the international system, based on staereignty, the security dilemma

does not usually lead to a break down in basic e@@n among states. State
generally restrain from taking maximum short-terdvantage of each other such as
invading and conquering. States work with othetestdor mutual gain and take

advantage of each other only at the margin andnat®nal organisation provides the
platform for this mutual relationship.

State work together by following rules they develmpgovern their interactions.
Overtime the rules become more firmly established @stitutions grow around
them. States then developed the habit of workinguigh those institutions and within
the rules. They do so because of self interesat@a&ns can be realized by regulating
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international interactions through institutions amdes, thereby avoiding the costly
outcomes associated with a breakdown of cooperalibe rules that govern most
interaction in the international system are rootedorms. International norms are the
expectations actors hold about normal internatioel@tions. The invasion of Kuwait

by Iraq not only was illegal, but was widely viewasl immoral beyond the acceptable
range of behaviour of states. Political leadergshe United States and around the
world drew on moral norms to generate support foolkective response to Iraq.

Some norms, such as sovereignty and respect frgse are widely held, they shape
expectations about state behaviour and set stasdaati make deviations stand out.
Constructive scholars in international relationspbasize the importance of these
global norms and standards. In thé"1@ntury, such ideas were embodied in the
practical organisations in which states particigat® manage specific issues such as
international postal service.

In times of change when shared norms and habits may suffice to solve
international dilemmas and achieve mutual coopamatinstitutions play a key role.
They are concrete, tangible structures with speciiinctions and missions.
These institutions have proliferated rapidly inemicyears, and continue to play an
increasing role in the inter-state relations. In&tional organisation (10s) includes
intergovernmental (IGO) such as the United Nati@dbl), and non-governmental
organisation such as the International Committed@Red Cross.

Global intergovernmental organisation (aside frdra UN) usually, has functional
purposes involving coordinating action of some eetstates around the world.
Nongovernmental organisations tend to be more sgpwed in function than
intergovernmental organisations. For example, soeeanting to meet Political
Scientists from other countries can join the Inéional Political Science Association.

Many NGOs have economic or business related fumetidhe International Air
Transport Association coordinates the work of m&rlcompanies. Other NGOS have
global political purposes, for example, Amnestyetnational for Human Rights and
Planned Parenthood for Reproductive Rights and IyaRlanning. Still other have
cultural purposes for, example, the Internationlgh@pic Committee.

Religious groups are among the large NGOs, thembagship span many countries
both in today's world and historically, sects ohr@tianity, Islam, Buddhism,
Judaism, Hinduism, and other world religious hakgaaized themselves across state
borders, often in the face of hostility from one mwore national governments.
Missionaries have deliberately built and nurturéese transnational links. The
Catholic Church historically, held a special pasitin European International system,
especially before the T&entury.

Nongovernmental organisations with broad purposes geographical scope often
maintain observers and status in the UN, so tregt tdan participate in UN meetings
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on issues of concern. For example, Greenpeacedattdhl meetings about global
environment.

40 CONCLUSION

The intellectual roots of international organisaioextend back into history and
include the early global concept of a common hutyar®ne stream of this view
focused on establishing intergovernmental orgaioisas to promote peace. However,
the first intergovernmental organisation with ngaal universal character was the
League of Nations, which was formed, immediatetgrathe First World War

Today there are nearly 300 intergovernmental oggdioins (IGOs), and they perform
a wide variety of functions. It has been pointad that, membership of those
organisations ranges from near universal to orfgwacountries and the functions of
intergovernmental organisations range from the UN&ad range of missions to the
single purpose of the international cassava org#ors

5.0 SUMMARY

A web of international organisations of variousesiand types now connects people
in all countries. The rapid growth of this networknd the increasingly intense
communications and the interactions that occuriwiity indicate rising international
interdependence.

These organisations in turn provide the institidiamesh to hold together some kind
of world order even when leaders and contexts cantego, and even when norms
are undermined by sudden changes in power relatiinthe center of that web of
connection stands the most important internatiemrghnisation today, the United
Nations.

6.0 TUTORS MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMAS)
1. Give a brief history of the development of modemteinational organisation.
2. Give a detailed function of intergovernmentalamigation as studied in this
unit.
3. Discuss the main functions of the major non-govemntal organisation you
studied in this unit.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Goldstein, Joshua & Pevehouse, John (20@8rnational Relations, Eight
Edition New York: Pearson Longman.

Norman, Palmer & Perkings, Howard (200nternational Relations,
Third Revised Edition, (India: A. I. B. S. Publishers.

Pause, Kelly-Kate S. (2002nternational Organisations Perspectives in
Governance in the Twenty Fientury 2¢ edition Bouston: Prentice Hall.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

At the beginning of the 20 century, many world leaders sought to create a
cooperative community of countries that would eastlne collective security of its
members. The idea behind collective security olgion is that they enhance the
chances for maintaining peace because an aggressivagainst any member would
be met with a collective response. In short ancktigainst one is an attack against
all. The notion of collective security, combinedhwihe harsh lessons of World War |
led U. S. President Woodrow Wilson to propose themation of the League of
Nations in 1918. Consequently, the Main Missiorboth the League of Nations and
United Nation is maintaining international peacd aacurity.

Despite the League’s inability to prevent World VWlamany political leaders did not

conclude that intergovernmental organisations weedess in preventing war. On the
contrary, with the nuclear age upon them, they saan more clearly the need for
international cooperation. This helps to explainywhe idea of a global security
organisation survived and thrived amidst the astfi&gorld War I1.

The United Nations emerged from those ashes, amdhest known for its role in
maintaining international peace and security Aetidf the UN charter, however
described an intergovernmental organisation thasgamuch further than a mere
security organisation.

According to its Charter, the UN seeks to developntily relations among nations

based on respect for the principle of equal rigimnd self determination of people. It
seeks international cooperation in solving intaomal problems of an economic,

social, cultural, and humanitarian character anpre@moting and encouraging respect
for human rights and for fundamental freedoms flor a

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
» Describe the circumstances that led to the formaiidJnited Nations
» Explain the structure and functions of the UN

86



» Assess the role of the Security Council in Peaepikg

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The History / Activities of the United Nations

The United Nations (UN) was founded in 1945 in $aancisco by 51 States. It was a
successor to the League of Nations, which faileeffectively counter aggression that
led to the 2" World War. Like the League of Nations, the Unithidtions was
founded to maintain international order and the talv to prevent another world war.
In 1950s and 1960s, the UN membership more thamlddudouble as colonies in
Asia and Africa won independence. This expansioangkd the character of the
General Assembly, in which each state has oneregirdless of size.

Throughout the Cold War, the UN had few successetheé international security
because the United States/Soviet Union conflictvgméed consensus. The UN
appeared somewhat irrelevant in a world order giras by opposing alliance bloc. A
few notable exceptions exist, such as defendinghSkarea during the Korean War
and agreeing to station peacekeeping forces irMilele East, but the UN did not
play central role in solving international confictThe General Assembly, with its
predominantly third world membership, concentrated the economic and social
problems of poor countries, and these became tivewaak of the UN.

After the Cold War, the great powers could finadlgree on measures regarding
international security. In this context, the UN rmadvto the center stage in

international security affairs. The UN had sevenajor successes in the late 1980s in
ending violent regional conflicts.

By the 1990s, the UN had emerged as the worlds mgsbrtant tool for settling
international conflicts Between 1987 and 1993, 8gcCouncil resolutions increased
from 15 to 78, peace keeping missions from 5 t@égcekeepers from 12,000 to
78,000 and countries sending troops from 26 toGéo(stein & Pevehouse 2008).
The 2003 Iraq war however triggered serious divisiamong the great powers that
sidelined the UN. A U.S./British coalition toppletie Iraq government without
explicit UN backing. The former Secretary Gener&ofi Annan later called UN war
illegal. The UN sent a team to Irag to help witk tleconstruction, but suicide truck-
bombers destroyed it killing chief of the missiamdadozens of others. Thus the UN
withdrew its staff in Irag in 2003 and found itskfgely sidelined in the world’s most
prominent international conflict.
Currently, the UN follows a principle of “Three Rils” — security, economic
development and human rights — which are considemedially necessary for many
others to succeed. In a post war conflict situatiorparticular, the security economic
and human rights situations reinforce each other.

The UN is in some ways just
beginning to work as it was originally intended tfarough a concert of great powers
and universal recognition of the charter. Howevestates turned increasingly to the
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UN after the cold war, its modest size and resaubmxame overburdened leading to
contraction of missions and funding. Today, the idMhore important than ever, yet,
still in danger of failing. In the coming few yeatse UN must continue to grapple
with the challenges of it's evolving in a unipolorld, the limitation of its budget,
and the strength of state sovereignty.

3.2 Structure of the United Nations

The United Nations structure centers on the Gené&sdembly. The General

Assembly coordinates a variety of development @ogne and other autonomous
agencies through the Economic and Social Counc@E8OC). Parallel to the

General Assembly is the UN Security Council whishmade up of five great powers
and ten rotating members that make decisions ahternational peace and security.
The Security Council dispatches peacekeeping fortestrouble spots. The

administration of the body takes place through Wi Secretariat, led by the

Secretary General of the organisation. The worldgtc@nternational Court of Justice)

is the judicial arm of the UN.

A major strength of the UN structure is the uniaditg of its membership. The UN
had 192 members in 2008 (Goldstein & Pevehouse})28irtually every territory in
the world is either a UN member or formerly a prmé or colony of a UN member.
Switzerland, which traditionally maintains strictutrality in the international system,
joined only in 2003. Formal agreement on the chademmits all states to a set of
basic rules governing their relations. The old Lea@f Nations, by contrast, was
flawed by the absence of several important actors.

One way the UN induced all great powers to join w@asassure them that their
participation in the organisation would not harreitmational interests. Recognizing
the role of power in world order, the UN chartevgdive great powers each a veto
over substantive decisions of the Security Council.

The UN Charter established a mechanism for colleecurity — the binding together
of the world’s states to stop an aggressor Chaptéithe charter explicitly authorizes
the Security Council to use military force agaiasfgression if nonviolent means
called for in chapter vi fails. Under chapter viitbe charter, the UN authorized the
use of force to reverse Iraqi aggression againstafiuin 1990.

However, because of the great-power veto, the Uihataeffectively stop aggression
by a great power nation or nations having a greategp backing. As often happens
with the dominance principle, this structure creatsentments by smaller powers. In
2006, Iran’s president asked the General Assenibihé government of the United
States or the United Kingdom commit atrocities imate international law, which of
the organisations of the United Nations can takentiio account? (None of them, of
course is the answer). Chapter vii was used onbe aturing the Cold War-in the
Korean war when the Soviet delegation unwisely bttgd the proceedings and when
China’s seat was held by the Taiwan.
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SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
What and the basic structures of the UN?

4.0 CONCLUSION

While one must admit that the United Nations hakdato resolve definitively a
single dispute brought before it, this is not ty #aat it has not relieved tensions in
many crucial situations. That it has failed to awki any of the three major objectives
of the security provisions admits less qualificatiét must be pointed out that only
few international disputes are really settled, thely may be compromised, postponed
or otherwise prevented from leading to seriousrir@gonal crises, and with the
passage of time may loose much of their explosharacter. The UN has played a
useful in diffusing disputes that might otherwisad to international explosions.

5.0 SUMMARY

The universal membership of the United Nationsne of its strengths. All member
states have a voice and a vote in the General Adgewhere state leaders rotate
through each autumn. Although the United Nationgsdoot have many striking
success to its credit in handling of internatiodelputes, its services as a mediator
have been very valuable in several instances.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMAS)
1. Appraise the activities of the UN since inceptiorib45
2. What led to the failure of the League of Nations?
3. Explain the major problems facing the Security Goum maintenance of
international peace and security.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Peterson, M. J. (2005)he United Nations General Assemhligw
York: Routledge.

Boutros—Ghali, Boutros (1992)An Agenda for PeacePreventive Diplomacy,
Peacemaking and Peace keepiNgw York: United Nations.

Goldstein Joshua & Pevehouse, John (200%Ernational Relations '8 ed New
York: Pearson Longman.
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The trend towards regionalism and regional arraregdsnis one of the most
interesting developments in the present internati@ystem. The Charter of the
United Nations specifically recognised it. Thisntleis in part, an out come of the
necessity of pooling national resources for pradecin a divided and war-threatened
world, but it is also an outgrowth of other pregswhich is driving nations together in
the present era. Indeed, it may indicate that #t®n state system, which has been the
dominant pattern of international relations for toeles, is evolving toward system in
which regional grouping of states will be more impat than the independent
sovereign units.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
* Define regionalism
» Highlight the importance of Regional Arrangements maintaining world
peace and development
» Highlight the contributions of Regional Arrangenetd UN development.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Regionalism Defined.

As a result of the frequent use of regions to maaras smaller than states, it is
important to emphasize that in international sys&megion is invariably an area

embracing the territories of three or more staié®se states are bound together by
ties of common interests as well as geography. HEneyot necessarily contiguous or
even in the same continent.

At the San Francisco conference in 1945, the Egmgptielegation introduced an
amendment to the draft text of the United Natiom&@r to limit the term regional
arrangements by definition to organisations of em@ament nature or grouping in a
given geographical areas, several countries, whiclny reason of their proximity,
community of interest or cultural, linguistic, hasical, or spiritual affinities, make
themselves jointly responsible for the peacefullesmient of any disputes which may
arise between them and for maintenance of peacsemndity in their region as well
for the safeguarding of their interests and theettgasment of their economic and
cultural relations.

Dr. E. N. Vankleffens, formulated this definitich,.a regional arrangement or pact is
a voluntary association of sovereign states withicertain area or having common
interests in that area for a joint purpose whicbusth not be an offensive nature, in
relation to that area. This definition requires guelification. The term arrangement
and ‘pact’ should be used synonymously. Althouglpact’ is the usual means of
bringing an arrangement into being, pact is a Ibasel general term, it may relate to
an understanding on a single, comparatively simphatter, requiring no
administrative machinery of any kind. A regionatammgement on the other hand,
cannot exist without fairly elaborate organisation.

91



To point out that writers do not agree on a dabnitwould simply be saying that
regional arrangement has not yet become a techeical Such an arrangement must
involve sovereign states, certainly more than tawgd they must be engaged in a
substantial common enterprise. Agreement is lac&mg¢he geographical implications
if any of any international region and on the degoé collaboration necessary to
gualify as a regional arrangements. This in-exadsre definition means that students
of international relations may disagree on whethéme regional arrangement exists
in a particular instance.

A regional arrangement may be primarily a militatjance, but it must be more than
that in order to provide for collaboration in oth@spects and it need not involve
military matters at all. The North Atlantic Trearganisation for example is a
military alliance, but it also has many other ietds and purposes.

3.2 The United Nations and Regional Arrangements

Regional arrangements were given more positive @datdiled endorsement in the
Charter of the United Nations than in the Covenantthe League of Nations.
Woodrow Wilson viewed with suspicion the idea ofQiomal arrangements and
alliances and the founders of the League fearedtb®y would open the way for
alliances and a return to the balance of poweesystvhich would in the long run be
in substantial opposition to the League concediective security on a global basis.

In its final form, the United Nations Charter dextan entire chapter (Chapter viii)
Articles 52-54) to the subject of regional arrangeis. In addition article 33 provided
for ‘resort to regional agencies and arrangemerasiong the recommended
procedures for the pacific settlement of disputds. stated in Article 53, the
authorization of the Security Council is not reeditbefore an action is taken against
an enemy state. An even more important exceptipnogided for in article 51, which
opens the way for a great variety of regional sécuarrangements outside the
effective control of the United Nations.

The Charter does not attempt to define regionalngement or agencies; it leaves the
whole question of their character and purpose, @ntheir exact relations with the
United Nations, very much up in the air. What itedohave to say on regional
arrangements is confined to the field of secutitys silent on the possible economic,
social and other potentialities of such groupingst within the UN itself as well as
outside, the regional principle has been appliethese broad fields; for instance in
the regional commissions of the United Nations.

Proponents of regional security arrangement ndyurasist that these devices are
wholly consistent with the United Nations Chartad are necessary steps in regional
or collective self-defense. The charter specificadicognised the right of nations to
take action of this sort until and unless the Whiations action is able to assert itself
effectively in the maintenance of peace. While ¢hasrangements can be readily
defended there is a real danger that they willrcwggte into military alliances against
some country or countries, that they will provolaiter-measures-that they will in
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short, increase international tension and theretgerstuate the very evils they
presumably designed to prevent.

As Trygiv Lie pointed out in 1948, regional arrangent can be very useful elements
in building United Nations systems of collectivegety provided they recognize the
supremacy of the charter. Article 103 of chartettest it clearly, “In the event of a
conflict between the obligation of the members loé tUnited Nations under the
present charter and their obligations under anrothternational agreement, their
obligations under the charter shall prevail. Lietlier argued that measure of
collective self-defense and regional remedies dfeiotkinds are at best interim
measures, and cannot bring any reliable secumiy fthe prospect of war. Regional
arrangements, in other words have are truly aqfaatlarger pattern, centering on the
United Nations-the one common under-taken and wusavenstrument of the great
majority of the human race. Yet the balance betwegionalism and universalism as
illustrated by the relative role and effectivenedsregional arrangements and the
United Nations, especially in the security fieldems to be clearly tilted in favour of
the regional approach.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Explain in your own words what you understand lgioral arrangement.

3.3The Importance of Regionalism in International Arena

The trend toward international regionalism is now acknowledged feature of the
international system. It has achieved a new meaama new significance while it

has not in real sense breached the barrier of dliersign state system. It has also
provided the impetus and the machinery for muckserl@ooperation of states at the
regional level.

The exact nature of international regionalism isbymean clear. The same comment
could be made of its significance and place inghesent international society and
even more particularly of the future. As Furnish,pbinted out; there is a great need
to rethink on the concept of regionalism. It is orjant to explore its relations to the
prevailing nation state pattern, to looser arrang@nthrough treaties, trade relations,
alliances etc to proposed unions and federationa oegional or broader level, to
larger associations of states such as the Commditm@aNations and to universal
organisation, notably the United Nations at thespn¢ time, but embracing also any
other nearly universal associations which are nowexistence or which may come
into being in the future.

If international regionalism is properly developsd is closely integrated into a more
universal framework such as provided by the UnNdions, it can fill a real gap in
the existing pattern of international society. Butwrongly used it will become
nothing more than a commonplace and a poor orfeagtfor military alliances, blocs
and orbits and therefore will exercise a disturbengd destructive influence on
international relations.
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The multiplication of regional arrangements is adhg giving rise to problems of
coordination and to apprehensions about the pdisgibi conflicting obligations. But
while problems of coordination are obviously grestich obligations should be
complimentary and not conflicting. Indeed it coldd argued that the more regional
arrangement a given state enters, the more sextiatistate and the brighter are the
prospects for peaceful international collaborations

4.0 CONCLUSION

It is established fact that if a state belongs#my different systems it will be by that
very fact restrained in its warlike inclinations the very weight of each of the groups
to which it belongs, and on the other hand wilpheéutralize the warlike inclinations

of its partners by the care which it will take sdfeguard its own association.

Moreover, the experience and perspective gainedany cooperative endeavors on
the regional level should contribute greatly nolyaw the successful functioning of
regional arrangements but also to the developménbhai international climate of

opinion without which all efforts at internation@operation are doomed to failure.

5.0 SUMMARY

The co-existence of regional arrangements withaalyeiniversal world organisation
is a fact of contemporary international system.hBuieet a real need in the area of
inter-state cooperation. Certainly there is amptaw for both-types of political order-
building on the international scene.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMAS)
1. Give a critical appraisal of the role of regionatramgements on the
international relations
2. How relevant are regional organisation in the probomoof world peace?

7.0 References/Further readings
John C Schlesinger, John (196%he Might of Nations, World Politics in our time
rev. ed.New York: Random House.

Palmer, Nordman & Perkins, John (200Mernational Relations "3 rev. ed.Delhi,
India: A. 1. T. B. S. Publishers.
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INTRODUCTION

The European Union is the most highly developedored bloc in the world. No
other trade bloc has a common parliament, few l@Eeemmon external tariff, and
none is seriously contemplating a common currem@ommon defence policies. The
highly integrated nature of the European Union, emdupranational characteristics,
has made it to be described as having deep regionay-contrast, the vast majority
of the world’s regional international organisatica® much more intergovernmental
in nature.

2.0

OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

Explain the activities of European Union
Highlight the implications of the emergence of Eig
Identify the expansion trends in the European Union
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Origin of the European Union

After centuries of warfare between empires andestahe European countries agreed
to create the most comprehensive set of internatiostitutions of all time. There are
five main reasons why countries with a historicathground of rivalry and war chose
to work together. The first three reasons are milgnaconomic; the others are more
political and military in nature.

First, European cooperation began in the late 194sthe need to re-build war torn
economies. Many European countries realized thatggd alone would not be
sufficient to transform their struggling economidssistance from the U.S. Marshal
Plan was helpful in this regard. Second, a lessom fthe Great Depression World
War Il was that when states create significantibesrto trade, economic conditions
worsen and international relations become tensbus,Tthe Europeans sought to
lower internal trade barriers and enhance econocomapetition.

Third, the six founding members of the Europeanodr$tate as well as the states that
joined later, recognised the benefits of econonwkscale, that is, they saw the
advantages of combining their resources in orderbégoome more competitive
internationally. Recently, this issue has beconmiquéarly important in the context
of competition with the United States, Japan, dx@Newly Industrializing Countries
(NICs) of Asia.

Fourth, a more cohesive Western Europe was viewdakeag better able to prevent
the spreading of communism, which was threateningveo fronts. In the 1950s,
Western Europe was concerned about an invasiohéypoviet Union and its allies.
In addition, communists’ parties had made strongpads in the domestic politics of
some European countries, notably, France and lialying the World War Il the
French and Italian communists underground has fobgtoically against the Nazis
and the post war electorate rewarded them with vatss.

Fifth, in the immediate post - World War Il, perjodhany feared a resurgent
Germany, the country that has been fully or paytissponsible for three major wars
in Europe in two generations (1870 — 1945). Bygrnating Germany economically
and military into the European Union, it was hopleat German militarism would be
tamed and World War Ill would be less likely to acc

3.2 The Expansion of the European Union

The expansion of European Union which started id42i@ viewed with a mixture of
admiration and hesitation by the international camity. If one plots the trend of
political and economic integration in European Unibistory, one will get the
impression that, there would soon be a United StafeEurope (U.S.E). Since it's
founding in the 1950s, the EU has integrated mackraore, as increasing number of
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policies are within the EU’s jurisdiction, includjrmonetary policy, and others, such
as common foreign and security policies are beiddressed more forcefully. In
addition, EU decision making is occurring more ofg¢ supranational level with more
power granted to European Parliament and greateotugualified majority voting in
the council. These centralizing developments ofatge policy coordination and
supranationalism are known in EU circle as deeggnin

3.4 The Implications of the Emergence of EU

One of the most striking features of developmentsniernational system is the
emergence of the EU as a block actor in multildtexehnical diplomacy. While the
1991 Maastricht Treaty set out in the Title v o fFreaty provisions for a common
foreign and security policy, it is within the fielof technical diplomacy rather than
traditional foreign policy that the EU has increagy acted au communitaire on the
basis of the treaty of Rome, Single European Adtd@ecisions of the European Court
of Justice, within areas of community competendesE areas include the common
fisheries policy, transport and some internatidreade and environmental policy.

In areas where the community has competence, mestdiess are represented by the
commission in international negotiations. In certeesidual policy area, for example
some international trade policy in the Uruguay Rb@mmework, there is mixed or
joint competence. Difficulties have arisen overigiéibn of what matters fall within
community competence between member states armzbthmission, in areas such as
trade policy including restrictions on exports,ilkcawiation and immigration. In civil
aviation sector, for example, disputes have ocdumweer bilateral air transport
agreements under negotiation or concluded by nomumnity members with
individual community members e.g. US-UK, US — Fmda Austria, Sweden. The
commission opposed bilateral agreements and saughindate from EU Transport
Ministers to negotiate air transport agreementa bloc basis.

The implications of community competence in techhidiplomacy are numerous.

First the negotiation on a bloc common line or posigenerally involves a lengthy,

clearing process before daily sessions of a mtdtié conference or meetings of an
international or regional institution. Similarly,omsultations may be undertaken
intersession ally. Thus, the balance of EU diplocnetifort tends to be shifted to intra-
bloc negotiations. The cleared position is invdgian a lowest common denominator
basis.

In the second place, representation by the Comomisen effect reduces the
negotiating capacity of individual members-state aotential effectiveness, in that
negotiation is not conducted by a professionalasti@tic service. Thirdly, in areas of
community competence member-states cannot takernppiénary or other debates of
a conference, initiate proposals or broker compsenm open session. In practice, the
effect is to take out of plenary and informal corfece processes European players
with varying interests, diplomatic skills and triaoinal roles.
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The effect is well illustrated by Sweden’s non-raethe third session of the UN
conference on Straddling and Highly Migratory F&tocks following entry into EU
in 1995. Prior to that, Sweden as an active neptraler has played a prominent role
at the conference. The effective removal of indradEuropean players from parts of
the conferences of negotiations has altered thardimof multilateral conference in a
number of respects.

As a bloc actor, the EU cannot easily perform brakemoderate roles, especially in
debates during fluid plenary or working group sessj initiate flexible proposals.
Multilateral conferences also loose the draftinguinof individual European state. As
a bloc, the EU tends to be susceptive to genetatlatif it opposes or appears
intransigent on particular issue, and as a reswtefore, often does not adopt a
position, consequently appearing passive or qumesta the sake of its bloc image.

One of the other reasons for EU non-position akeearoted, is the internal clearing
debate the EU undertakes on a daily basis duringilateral conferences. The
excessive diplomatic time devoted to these intedeblates means that not only is the
EU conducting a conference within a conference, itsupositions are often out of
phase with other conference initiatives. The EUWg ldomposition also means that its
negotiating style is one of tabling its own lowestnmon denominator amendments
rather than acting strategically.

An indirect effect of these developments is towlwider latitude for small or non-
traditional players in multilateral conferences .elew Guinea, Morocco and
Uruguay. The EU’s bloc presence has not led toais/icounter-blocs so far but the
bloc approach has been imitated to some extengx@ample the South Pacific Forum.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Assess the implication of the expansion of Européiamon as a bloc in the
international system.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The European Union is the most highly developedred organisation in the world.
No other bloc has a common parliament, few havenangon external tariff and non is
seriously contemplating a common currency or comadefence policies. By contrast,
the vast majority of the world’s regional intermettal organisations are much more
inter-governmental in nature. This has a serioydigation for diplomatic negotiation
in the present century.

5.0 SUMMARY

The balance of European Union diplomatic effortsdteto be shifted to intra-bloc
negotiation. The cleared position is invariably anowest common denominator
basis. The effect of these developments is to alder latitude for small non-
traditional players in multilateral conferenceseTBU’s block presence has not led to
counter-blocks but it is being imitated.
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6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS.
1. Give the reasons for the establishment of the EU.
2. What are the implications of the emergence of Eld Bkc in the international
system?
3. Critically assess the expansion of the Europeaotni

7.0 REFERENCES / FURTHER READINGS
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