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Introduction

ENG223 is a one semester course of two credit.ultits designed for
English language students and others in other egtlatepartments
involved with studies on communication. The courss fourteen units
which cover the basic principles of compositionting, different types
of compositions or essay types. Some of these decthe persuasive/
argumentative, expository, descriptive and nareatypes of
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compositions. The materials and examples useciercburse are those
suitable for Nigerian students.

Going through the work of undergraduates and evemespostgraduate
students showed that many students score very larksmot because
they do not know what to write but because theytewviery bad and
uncoordinated English. You still find students whave gone through
four or five years in the university who are noteato write an error free
page in English. What is worth doing at all is wodoing well. You

need to know the basics of good writing and devéhepculture of good
writing. The heights that great men achieved todaye not by sudden
flight. It starts with a step at a time. But not aminary step, it is a
consistent, coordinated, deliberate and ‘sweatgp.stSweaty’ in the
sense that, they worked rigorously for it. Thaivisy we do not want to
leave any stone unturned in going through all f&need to go through
so that we can achieve our goal of getting youritewvell, like English

language students or communicators as the casebendy is therefore
necessary that you go through some aspects of gramnd a little bit

of lexis so that you can be well grounded in th¥ou may be thinking
that you know these things already. That may be but | am almost
sure that there will be some things that you dokmaiw yet, and there
may be some things that you have forgotten that gead to be
reminded of.

This course guide is designed to give you a brstdption of what the
course is all about, the course materials you nibedwork you need to
do, the set textbooks and the tutor marked assigtendhis course
guide also gives suggestions on the amount of timeneed on each
unit and the number of tutor marked assignmentsngmd to do.

You are expected to go through this course guidefally to know
what the course is all about. Please attend yotariall classes for
practical discussion of some of the various contmoss. This course is
expected to prepare and equip you for more techmidéing in ENG
223 which is the second part of this course.
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Course Aim

This course is designed to take you through thieba$ good writing.
It is meant to:

remind you of some of the basic principles of gaaiing,
acquaint you with some prewriting activities,
encourage you (through tutor-marked assignmentsiitsome of
these basic principles to practice,
e equip you with specialised skills for different #8mof composition,
¢ make you an effective communicator who will be ableontribute
to national development in all areas of human endeavou

Course Objectives

Objectives are the things you are expected to ketaldo at the end of
the study. These objectives will guide you whemgdhrough the study
and they will also help you in self assessment whdre you need to
improve on your learning and study habits. By thd ef the course,
you should be able to:

e mention some of the basic principles of good wgitin
discuss some of the features of narrative, desegipargumentative
and expository kinds of essays,

e describe the technical details involved in theatiéht kinds of essays
mentioned above,

o attempt the practice exercises that will enable gemonstrate your

acquired skills on essay writing.
Working through the course

In this course, you have fourteen study units tatgough. In each of
the study units, you are expected to study theetdstvery well before
attempting the questions. You should pay attertiiothe objectives of
each study unit so that you can be properly gutiezligh the unit. You
should be prepared to do a lot of thinking and imgitin this course
because it is designed to make you do so. The samses will be
through tutor marked assignments which you are arpeto do and
turn in at the appropriate time. You are also etgmbdo write a final
examination at the end of the course. The timelerexamination will
be communicated to you.

Course Materials

The major course materials you will need for tlosirse are:

vi
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Assignment files
Presentation schedule

Study Units

Each study unit is a week’s work and this is hexdltly the objectives
which you are expected to study before going thinotlng unit. In each

study unit you also have the reading materials thedself assessment

exercises. The tutor marked assignments; the stoiy, the tutorials all
put together will help you to achieve the statedectives for this

course.

There are fourteen units in this course and theyaarfollows:

Module 1

Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3
Unit 4
Unit 5

Module 2

Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3
Unit 4

Module 3

Unit 1
Unit 2
Unit 3
Unit 4
Unit 5

Pre Writing Activities

The English Sentence

Basic Simple English Sentence Patterns 1
Basic Simple English Sentence Patterns 11
Concord in English

Paragraph and Paragraph Development
The Grammar of Paragraphs 1

The Grammar of Paragraphs 1

Beyond the Sentence 1

Beyond the Sentence 1

The Narrative Essay

The Descriptive Essay

The Persuasive/Argumentative Essay
The Expository Essay

Textbooks and References

vii
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Each unit has a list of recommended textbooks amdemals. Go
through the recommended textbooks and materials Mfecessary
assistance while going through the unit and befattempting the
exercises.

Assessment File

You will be assessed in two ways in this course thtor marked
assignment and a written examination. You are drpeto do the
assignments and submit them to your tutorial fetdr for formal
assessment in accordance with the stated deadifintbe presentation
schedule and the assignment file. Your tutor markssignments will
account for 40% of the total course mark.

Tutor-Marked Assignment

ENG223 is a course that involves a lot of writirmy there are tutor
marked assignments at the end of every unit whathare expected to
do. You are expected to have practised writing dtiferent kinds of

compositions and if possible read some of themlasscbefore your
tutorial facilitator. You will be assessed on thdfadent kinds of

compositions but only four of them will be selectt continuous

assessment. Send the completed assignments (wlegrodether with

the tutor- marked assignment form to your tutdiaailitator. Make sure
you send in your assignment before the stated iheadl

Final Examination and Grading

The final examination for ENG223 will be a two aadalf hour paper
during which you are expected to answer three guestEach question
is twenty marks giving you a total of sixty marks the examination.
The forty marks for the course work and the sixtarks for the
examination give a total of one hundred marks @4@t60=100) The
pattern of the questions will not be too differémm those you have
responded to in the tutor marked exercises. Rekiseifferent kinds of
compositions properly before the examination date.

How to Get the Best from the Course

The study units in this course have been writtesuich a way that you
can easily go through without the lecturer beingsitally around and
this is what happens in Distance Learning. EacHystunit is for one
week. The study units will introduce you to theitofor that week; give
you the objectives for the unit and what you arpeexed to be able to
do at the end of the unit. Follow these religioushd do the exercises
that follow.

viii
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In addition to the above, unlike other courses whgu just read and
jot notes, ENG223 is basically a writing courseuYare expected to do
a lot of thinking and writing. For you to be equiggpadequately to be
able to write and present specialised writings he tdifferent
compositions, you need a lot of practice which ghauld try to do.

Facilitators/Tutors and Tutorials

There are 8 tutorial hours for this course. Theeglatimes and location
of these tutorials will be communicated to you adlas the name and
phone number of your tutorial facilitator. You wélso be notified of
your tutorial group.

As you relate with your tutorial facilitator, hetskill mark and correct
your assignments and also keep a close watch onp@tormance in
the tutor marked assignments and attendance ataistoFeel free to
contact your tutorial facilitator by phone or e-indiyou have any
problem with the contents of any of the study units

Summary

ENG223 is designed to introduce you to the differgpes of essay
writing in English and improve your proficiency iwriting and

presenting them. On completion, you should be egllipped with all
the necessary skills needed to compose any tygpetfialised writing
in English.

| wish you the best as you go through this course.
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MODULE 1

Unit 1 Pre writing Activities

Unit 2 Word Study

Unit 3 Basic Simple English Sentence Patterns |
Unit4 Basic Simple English Sentence Patterns |
Unit5 Concord in English

UNIT 1 PRE-WRITING ACTIVITIES
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Planning
3.1.1 Materials and Resources
3.1.2 Group Work
3.2  Essay Writing Strategies
3.2.1 Note Taking
3.2.2 Organise Your Work
3.2.3 Analyse the Title of Your Essay
3.2.4 Build up Your Essay
3.2.5 Revise
3.2.6 Errors to Avoid While Writing
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

One of the best ways to take possession of knowlésigp write about
what you have heard. At times you listen to a lecand you think you
already know what the writer is saying but by theet you attempt to
write it out using your own words that is when ywill discover that
you do not know as much as you think you do. Yoghnhhave been
thinking that you know how to argue well only tesddver when you
start writing that you do not know how to put yqaints together. That
is why it is important to practice writing differekinds of essays so that
you can be proficient in almost all kinds of wrgin

Composition writing is also designed to test a idet@’s ability to use
English as an effective means of communicatiorpecsic situations.
These types of compositions are designed to makeypress yourself
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with clarity and coherence in a manner approprtatehe audience,
purpose, topic and situation. You may come acrisstons in life
when you may have to argue, describe, narrate @deince or do some
other things that require some skills verbally, wvenbally or in writing.
When such situations occur, you are expected tabbeto demonstrate
your knowledge and skill by presenting what is ¢adi acceptable,
convincing and understandable to the audienceereadistener. Below
are some of the objectives of this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

e plan adequately for any type of composition,

e determine the materials needed for any given tym®mposition,

e attempt writing the outline of some compositiond #me materials,
needed for such writings all on your own.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Planning

Planning is a very important stage in compositioritimg. In some

public exams, some students get disturbed when dbeysome other
candidates scribbling away almost immediately tbeect their paper.
The confusion may be so much for some naive staderth that they
too start writing without planning or thinking muabout what they
want to write. In a public exam, you have to takiew minutes off to

think about the topic, the points you are goingvtie about, how you
will arrange your paragraphs, what your introduttiwill be and what
your conclusion is likely to be. All this plannirghould not take more
than 7 minutes.

If it is a group assignment, and you have probaldgided on what to
write, you need to plan and decide on the following

3.1.1 Materials and Resources

These are important because your topic will deteemihe kind of
resources or materials you need to look for argl ybiu must do before
you start writing. If it is a take home assignmeydu can visit your
departmental library or the main University librafgesources can be
classmates, lecturers and computers for matesials;can also browse
and check the net for materials. The materialstEbooks, handouts,

The resources can be very useful in helping yairtecture your
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thoughts, decide on the topic, get adequate andgbnonaterials for
reference etc. You also have to decide whetherwemt to work alone
or with other people. In actual fact, an instruatan give out a group
assignment or individual work. When this happems) fiave to decide
whether the assignment requires that you do itealon with other
people.

3.1.2 Group work

Deciding whether you want to work with other peojpde part of
planning. ‘Cill Home’ (see reference at the endhaf unit) on ‘writing’
notes the following as the advantages of workirmpalor with other
people.

Advantages of group work

Reasons for working with other people:

you get more ideas from other people,

they can suggest improvements,

some other people can tell you if you make a mestak

they can encourage you to do bet,

explaining things to other people can help you ustded better,
sharing helps you to be quicker,

you can share your thoughts and feelings,

teamwork skills and experience are important farrycareer.

Reasons for working alone:

o your work will be different from other people’s wor
o if you share a task, you can learn your own patheftask,
e you may not want to be influenced by other people,

e you may not want to share your ideas with otheipfo

section is about some essay writing strategies.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

What are some of the things you need to take iotsideration before
writing?

3.2 Essay Writing Strategies
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3.2.1 Note taking

Note taking is an important aspect of writing. \Wigt down the main

points as it occurs to you while reading is impottaecause it helps you
to remember and organise the salient points in yeank. When you

have to analyse your topic, you need to write ddka points as you
hope to use them to develop the paragraphs as sitel1 W¥ou may even

need to research a topic before you start writimg) taking notes as you
read will help you when you need to acknowledge sberce of your

information although it has been mentioned eadierthat you need to
write in your own words as much as possible.

One of the purposes of taking notes is to helsthdent recall at a later
time the essentials of what he/she has read. Thehan&s of note
taking such as good hand writing, use of abbremiatiand layout are
very important details to consider. Make sure yaitedegibly so that
you and other authorised people can find your weaky to read at a
later date. There have been cases of students adewvritten and have
been called upon to read the same works later anel hot been able to
read them because of bad hand-writing. Going tHtowgat you have
written should be a constant practice and thisttstould be cultivated
during examinations as well. You should create tbmeyo over your
work before you submit. There may be some I(s)abal some t(s) to
cross. Abbreviations may be good for personal wbtk not for
examinations.

3.2.2 Organise your Work

You should have an idea of how you want your warkbé organised
and you need to work towards this. If it is an angntative essay, you
should know the side you want to support. Even ghoyou have to
balance your arguments, much of your submissidhtets to reflect

your support for which ever side you want to idignivith. You should

organise it in such a way that each paragraph maaim point while the
other sentences are supporting. Your conclusionldhze such that will

summarise in brief the argument you have presented.

3.2.3 Analyse the title of the Essay

When you are given an essay topic, you need toysedhe title and
make sure you understand what the question isgitgirsay. When you
think you understand, you can use this knowledgedtaft your

direction and focus thereby making you to score toavks on the
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write-up. For example, some students were askedite an article
sometimes ago on the following topics:

1. Should capital punishment be abolished in the gg@nt
2. Write an article on the need to curb the wave oferice in our
country- Nigeria

You may be surprised to know that some studenténtarpreted the
two essay topics in a very funny way. Some studenssook the first
guestion on capital punishment to be corporal gument and they
organisation, expression and mechanical accurabg. dther set of
students who answered the question on the needrlnthe wave of
violence were writing about the waves of the se¢hatbar beach in
Lagos. It may sound funny and you may be wondefiagybody could
do such a thing. But it did happen. So, correcerprietation of the
question is important.

At times an essay topic may have two or three pgds must make
sure you cover every part of the question othery@ewould not have
done justice to the question. Analysing means hingattown into parts
and dealing with each of the parts to get a comphote.

3.2.4 Build up your Essay

You need to build up your essay on ideas you haveldped yourself.
Some of the ideas that will occur to you may bes¢hgou got from
books you have read. You should examine those idegswell to find
out if they go along with your thoughts and if thédy and you want to
make use of them the way they are, you need tocadkage the source
so that you will not be accused of copying or @agim. Andrew
Roberts (internet, see reference at the end olitli® notes that you
should not allow the notes you put down on the Boghu have read to
set the pattern of your essay. Your essay shoupesx your own
thoughts and that is why you have been advisedrii@ W your own
words.

3.2.5 Revise

You should revise your work before you submit oiobe you even give
it to another classmate or friend of yours to rdadugh for you. It is

possible that your skipped some errors while wgitimd going over the
work for spelling mistakes and grammatical erroitf @0 you a lot of

good and save you from all kinds of embarrassnieattsuch mistakes
can cause. After the revision, you still give itaaother friend to go
through for you. This is particularly importanttlife write up is a long

o {Deleted: loose
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essay and you are all writing on different topi8st if the assignment is
a class essay where you are all expected to corfmetearks, it does

would have defeated the purpose for which theceskam is set.
3.2.6 Errors to avoid while writing

If non- English language specialists make mistakete speaking, it is
seen as pardonable but if an English language stuitespecialist does
the same, it is frowned at. Once you claim to beEaglish language
graduate, people see you as someone to contaasénat any difficulty

on language issues. They may want to test if yaawkthe spellings of
words, meanings of expressions because they beli@e know

everything. Let me share a personal experience yuith | got engaged
to my husband as a master’s student in Englishtfzaday | went to my
in-laws house for the first time, a young boy wanted &t tme. My

husband had told his people that his fiancé wasastaris student in

English equivalent of ‘Isu ata yan an yan an’ wlasmiled and knew
that the nearest to what he said was ‘pandemoniam*chaos’
depending on the situation. | answered him andesthat time none of
them tested me like that again. You can find ydfiieesuch a situation
and that is why you need to be equipped as an &inglhguage student.
Below are some errors to avoid.

Errors in Grammar - Omission of an essential elemen

The elements of structure of a clause are the smrhe elements of
structure of a sentence. (Subject, Predicator, Gemmnt, Adverbial or
Subject, Verb, Object, Complement). These essept&hents which
will be discussed in some of the units in this seuare important for a
sentence to be grammatically correct. Except aesertis designed to
have a particular structure, omitting an esseipiat of a sentence will
make your sentence awkward and incorrect.

Some of the major errors in grammar include wragsé, wrong tense
sequence, misuse of modal operators (may/might/ canld etc)

ambiguity in the use of pronouns, misuse or omissid articles,

including confusion between countable and uncouatabuns, wrong
prepositions, misuse of relatives, subordinato @njunctions. There
are also errors of concord (agreement between tiect and the
verb).Some of these and others will be discussedhier units as you go
along.
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Punctuation Errors

Punctuation errors are errors that should be adoidgood writing and
some of these include non-use of full stops, qaestmarks or
exclamation mark. Misuse or omission of quotaticarks. Either single
or double quotation marks could be used. Consigtéachowever
important in the use of either single or double tgtion marks. You
must stick to one except in formal writings whemiare instructed to
do otherwise.

Some other punctuation errors include the use aframa where a full
stop or semicolon is required, insertion of comreéMeen subject and
verb and object, insertion of comma between subatdr or

conjunction and following clause or group or betwesjective and
noun or between verb and adverb. Misuse of caj@tars should also
be avoided in good writing. You can go through dtiedailed notes on
punctuations in units 2&3 of module 2 for more amgtuations.

Spelling Errors

In modern English usage, there is a great deabeftl. Nevertheless,
spelling errors should be avoided as much as pesditake sure you
check up on your spellings before and after doiogrywrite-up. In this
case, all spelling errors can be detected and ssigle before the
submission of the write up. For example, puttingyphen on words
such as *how-ever, *some-one or failure to hyphematliivided word at
the end of a line could be considered as errorsaddition, faulty
amalgamation e.g. writing inspite of instead ofsipite of should be
avoided.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Mention and discuss some essay writing stratedies have been
mentioned in this unit.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, we have mentioned some pre -writintjvaties and the need
to analyse the topic so that your writing can bd Yeeused. We have
also talked about some errors to avoid while wgitihaking notes while
you read is important for documentation of idead going over your
work before submission makes your work to be fifeermrs.
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5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, you have learnt that:

planning is important if you want to present a gesday,
you need to plan for the materials and resourcasnged,

o some of the materials could be books from the fipreassettes, past
post-graduate theses etc while some of the respwmald be your
lecturers, class mates, computers etc.
it is important that you minimise errors to thedsrminimum,
errors in grammar, spellings and punctuation shbeldvoided.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Read the essay topic below and answer the queskiahfollow.
‘Education is a means of livelihood’

1. What are the materials and resources you needifokind of

composition?

2. In analysing the topic, what are some of the pgipntsneed to
take into consideration?

3. Imagine that the assignment is an individual oneuly you

want to give your write up to a friend to go throuigr you? If
yes, why? And if No, why?
4, Write a brief introduction for the essay topic abov
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING
ecill@inet.polyu.edu.uk

Roberts A. (Retrieved from Middlesex Universityoesce)
http://www.mdx.ac.uk/WWW/STUDY/Essay sl.htm
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The English language like any other language i®tao§ symbols or
signs made up of two types of substances - soumnldnaarks. The
sounds we make and the marks we produce have ngsaniparticular
languages depending on which language(s) we spéaksounds can be
recognised in the speech media while the marksbeanecognised in
writing. Both sounds and marks are organised diffdy to give
meanings. To produce a message, both sounds akd arar patterned
in form of words, sentences and the paragraph.widrd is the smallest
of the three and it is usually found between twacgs.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

¢ identify a word

e describe how we arrive at the meanings of wordsniglish
e recognise some commonly misspelt words

e get acquainted with how we form some words in Egli
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Meaning of Words

You will notice that some of us just use words with knowing how
they came to be. We see a book and call it a batksee a chair and
call it a chair. It is important to note that théseno logical link between
words and what they stand for. This means, themoigseason whya
book should be callech bookor a chair being calleda chair. Each of
them could be called by another name and theyraleed being called
by other names in other languages. For exanapdhair is calledagain
Yoruba language whila tableis calledtabili. The same language may
refer to the same object by different names ateddfiit times of the
history of its speakers.

All words and their meanings are arrived at throagbsort of common
agreement among the people speaking a particutsgudsge. The
agreement is not a conscious one, all people justp what others,
fathers, mothers, brothers sisters, uncles sdg.dobnventional and the
convention is not based on the inherent naturdhefobjects or things
being referred to. For exampla, pig is not calleda pig because it is
dirty. If it had been called a goat at inceptioattivould have been its
name. In fact animal scientists have informed as #&hpig is not even as
dirty as we all think. It tends to stay very cldsewhere there is water
because it does not have pores on the skin wheraniteasily let out
heat and that is why it has to roll in the watemarddy places to cool
itself down. We are equally informed that it does arinate in the pond
or water in which it cools itself. If pressed, droes out of the water to
urinate on the ground. So you can now see that ev@ig can be
discreet when it comes to toileting.

If you take yourself as an example, you will diseothat you just grew
up to know that there is a figure in the househatetre you were born
daddy too. The same thing withummyand all other people you grew
up to know. In fact, you just grew up to know thatu are called
Chinyere or Bola and you respond to that name wiangou are
called. What happened was that some people gathegether when
you were born to give you that name. If you hadnbeamed Tinu or
Chukwudi you would have been bearing that namedilay. You can
then see that it is by a general consensus. knsentional. There was
nothing in you when you were born to suggest thatrtame you were
given is the most appropriate for you or that ifuylbad been given
another, something terrible would have happenegbto Although, in
Yoruba land, some children are named based on sintiemstantial
facts.

10
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Language changes and the meaning of words therefiameges just like
fashion. Meaning of words may shrink, expand omele completely
replaced.

3.2 Combination of Words

As language users, we need to be familiar with ewvds combine

together in English for effective communication agmbd writing. In

English, certain combination of words behaves athefy were single
words this combinatory behaviour is called collawat Collocations are
of two kinds; fixed and unfixed collocations. A é&d collocation

behaves like an individual word and wherever onased, it must be
treated as a unit e.g. througiick and thin.The component parts of
such fixed collocations are unalterable. You caraulat other words to it
and the meaning of the fixed collocation has nahion do with the

meaning of the individual words.

Fixed collocations are often referred to as idioRisrasal verbs such as
to clean up, to look into etcare also expressions with fixed meanings
regardless of the individual meanings of the rambsg and prepositions.
To look intodoes not mean look+ into but it means to investigat
examine.

The two kinds of collocations are not functionatlye same in the
language. But the habitual use of the first seukhbe avoided in good
writing because they have been overworked and Hase their
originality and force. They are therefore referred as clichés (an
expression that is no longer effective becausevefuse). On the other
hand, the use of phrasal verbs should be encouragedlitivated by
every good user of the language

Apart from the fixed collocations, combinations wbrds are also
controlled by their field of reference and thisuisually referred to as
range of collocation. For example, butter can rgacid while fruit
becomesotten. This type of collocation is an unfixed one.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. How do we arrive at the meanings of words in Emdlis
2. What areclichésin English?

3.3 Formation of Words

In English, words can be formed by adding prefiaed affixes to base
forms of words. Words can be made up of at mosttiprincipal parts.

11
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The core part remains in the middle if all the éhparts are present.
When the three parts are not present, the corecparthen be at the
beginning or end. The core part is the base foriitevthe other parts are
called affixes. Those that come before the base fme called prefixes
and those that come after are called suffixes.\Bel@ examples:

un/beat/able

e un - prefix
e beat - base
e able - affix

An English word may be made up of just the baseferg.Clean, big,
choice, dirt, the, sektc

Examples of words with prefixes only anetake, resit, inborn etc.

Examples of words with suffixes only aresducation, educates,
deliberately, mistakes, functionetc.

In English too, we can have words with more thaa base form. This
usually happens with compound words ebtackboard, headmaster,
Whitehousetc.

The function and meanings of words should be letarrgtvoid making
mistakes or giving wrong interpretation to wordsr Fexample, the
suffix Hess always suggesthe absence of what the base form means as
in meaningless, useless, careless, etc which meé&hsut meaning,
use, careput this is not the same with a word likecelesswhere the
suffix -less means the opposite of what it means in the word-
meaninglessA priceless thing is something that is so valuab& you

cannotput any price on it. When you come across workis his and _ - { Deleted: can not

_—

you want to use them in your write-ups, make suwya gheck your
dictionary for their correct usage or else you rfiag yourself misusing
them.

Since you will be doing a lot of writing in this wse and some other
courses, you need to pay attention to words andvéeto use them.
That is why we have taken time to go through tleistisn and the next
two sections carefully to show you that even in positions, as much
as possible, errors of spellings, grammar and patich should be
avoided. This is one of the ways by which we forwrds in English.

You will learn more as we go through the other searor units.

12
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Mention one of the ways by which words are formedEnglish. The
examples you give should be different from the oa&eady given
above.

3.4 Origin of some English words

It is interesting to note that many of us use wondisle speaking and
writing and we think they are all English words.eTEnglish language
has borrowed a lot of words from many places ahérotountries and
that is why at times you find it difficult to finddequate parts of speech
for some of them. In this section, | will brieflpke you through some
words with interesting origins in English.

3.4.1 Words that have originated from the names gfeople

Biro (ballpoint pen) named after Laslo Biro, itstiarian inventor.
Boycott (refuse to deal with) after a landlord meléand who made
himself unpopular by his treatment of his tenamd was socially
isolated.

e Braille (name of a raised writing system used bydpeople) from

the name of its French inventor- Louis Braille.

e Saxophone (musical instrument) invented by the iBalgAdolphe
Sax.

« Watt (unit of power) from the 8century Scottish inventor- James
Watt.

e Hooligan (a rough lawless youth) from the Irish flgmame-
Hooligan.

e etc

3.4.2 English words that come from place names

e Bedlam (chaos) from the name of a famous Londortahéospital
once situated where Liverpool street station n@amd.

e Spartan (severely simple) from the ancient GregkadfiSparta,
famed for its austerity.

e Canter (movement of a horse, faster than a troslowter than a
gallop) a shortening of Canterbury, a town in Sesdlt England.

e Gypsy (member of a particular group of travellingople). These

people were once thought to have come from Egytcé the name.

3.4.3 Names of Different Kinds of Cloth that Origirate from
Place Names

13
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Angora (Ankara)
Satin (China)

Gauze (Gaza)
Suede (Sweden)
Damask (Damascus)
e efc

3.4.4 Words Borrowed from Other Countries

Turkey - yoghurt, jackal, kiosk, caftan, tulip

Holland - yacht, tattoo, cruise

Arabic - mattress, cipher, algebra, harem, mufti,

Germany - kindergarten, hamburger, blitz, waltz, poodle, &egr

wanderlust, seminar, dachshund

e ltaly - ghetto, piano, soprano, ballerina, confetti, fiasmaghetti,
bandit, casino, vendetta

e Greece -dogma, drama, psychology, hippopotamus, pseudonym,
synonym

e France -cuisine, gateau, chauffeur, boutique, créche deveap,

elite, sauté avant-garde, cul-de-sac, biget

The words are much more than these. You can fine mbthese words
and their meanings of the ones you do not knovhéndictionary or the
encyclopaedia. We may not be able to do all of thahis unit. Apart
from this, it is part of your training as a langaagfudent that you get
used to using your dictionary.

3.4.5 Words that Only Occur in Plural

Scissors, pliers, binoculars, scales, handcuféssgls/spectacles,
Tweezers, shears, pincers (instruments for remasliagp objects)
Clothes, tights, pyjamas, leggings, shorts, jetnasers

Lodgings (e.g. a room)

Goods (articles/items) when will the goods arrive?

Looks — looks are more important in a partner

English has also borrowed words from countries Hartugal, Spain,
Russia Japan, Eskimo, Norway, Farsi. English hkentaover words
from most of the other languages with which it hasl contact. It has
taken many expressions from the ancient languages as Latin and
Greek and these borrowings usually have academicliterary

associations. The words that are taken from Fréacle a lot to do with
cooking, the Arts and a more sophisticated lifestyl general. The
words taken from Italy are words connected with imasid the plastic
arts. German expressions in English have been aome tourists

bringing back new words for new things they sawyphilosophers or

14
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Historians describing German concepts or expergenc&hese
borrowings usually relate to things which Engligieakers experienced
for the first time abroad.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit we have tried to go through how woade formed, origin of
some words, combination of words all in an attetopget you ready for
the serious business of writing good compositidhss assumed that
henceforth, you will pay more attention to the worgbu use, their
spellings and use.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit you have learnt that:

¢ sounds and marks in a language have meaning anthales up
meaningful words,
there is no logical link between words and whaytstand for,
there are certain words whose sounds are suggestilkieir
meanings,
for almost every rule in English, there are exaays]
in English, words can be made up of at most thestsp

¢ in English, there are words with interesting orgin

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Below are some commonly misspelt words which haaenbdetected in
students’ writings over the years. Correct the lspg of the following
words if necessary.

Medecine

Authentic

Refrigirator

Enviroment

Argument

Opportunity

llliterate

Hypotesis

Priviledge

Unforeseen

Industralization

Architecture

The best way to go through this exercise is to tgkgour biro and your
paper and try the spelling yourself. You know yaa working on the
net and you could easily set your computer to sgedck for you. That
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method will not help you. Try to do it first befoasking the computer to
help you. With that method, you can be sure thgbif come across the
words anywhere you will be able to spell them octiyeeven where
access to the computer is difficult either becaos@ower failure or
non-availability of a computer system.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Apart from knowing how words are formed, writingsags in English
also demands adequate knowledge of sentence ottitatisiand parts
of a sentence, their functions, simple and complntences etc. In this
course however, we shall deal mainly with basic pdémsentences
because we believe that if you can write simpldeseares well then, it
will not be difficult for you to write complex sesrices when the need
arises. Apart from this, it is better to write dmel understood than to get
things muddled up all in an attempt to impress rigeder by writing
complex sentences. There are some other grammasesowhere you
will be taught complex sentences at a deeper lév&. important for
you to be conversant with the differences betweeple and complex
sentences and how the parts function together #fetahtly because
you will be doing a lot of writing. Just go throughis unit with the
following objectives in mind so that you can belyybrepared for the
unique exercise of writing.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
¢ identify and discuss basic simple sentence pattarBaglish

e use basic simple sentences in English in writingesof the self
assessment exercises in this unit.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Basic Simple Sentence Patterns and Basic Simple
Sentences

There are nine basic simple sentence patterns gtisirand below are
these patterns.

1. Subject Predicator
The girl prayed.

2. Subject Predicator Direct object
The gentleme watchec the movie

Please note that the parts of the sentences digetkhy or represented
by particular kinds of words or word groups (nouwn/n phrases, verbs/
verb phrases etc)

The various parts of the sentence are referred &esments of structure.
The subject/direct object could be a noun or nobrage while the
predicator could be verb /verb phrase. Patternsldmly two elements
of structure- subject and predicate. Pattern 2 thase elements of
structure. Below are the remaining basic simpletesae patterns in
English.

3. Subject Predicator  Indirect object (Oi) Direct object (Od)

We gave Tinu the orange.
4. Subject  predicator Subject complement (Cs) (nominal)
You are a man.

Nominal in front of subject complement for pattetris an indication
that all the items that can occupy that columneitieer nouns or noun
phrases. Apart from this, there is always an intiameelationship
between the subject and the subject complemenhan the subject
complements comments directly on the subject.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Study patterns1-4 very carefully and constructriesgces each for each
pattern.

5. Subject  predicator  Subject complement (Cs) (adjectival)
She is wonderful.

6. Subject  predicator Adverbial
Moiji is in the kitchen.

18



ENG223 ADVANCED ENGLISH COMPOSITION |

7. Subject  Predicator  Direct object (Od) Object complement
His classmates consider him a genius.

8. Subject Predicator Direct object (Od) Object omplement(Co)
(adjectival)
Some soldiers find  such weapons useful.

9. Subject Predicator Direct object Adverbial
Bola put the utensils in the cupboard.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Study patterns 5 - 9 very carefully and construcehtences each for
each pattern.

The subject and predicator etc., which make up eaa&ttern, are
obligatory parts. Each of them is required for pla¢tern to be complete.
It means they are compulsory and they must bearsttucture for it to
be complete. Each of these patterns may be expdndtte addition of
an appropriate optional (not compulsory) adverlfiad. an adverbial
which is not obligatory like the adverbials in gatts 6-9).

The following are examples of patterns with opticadverbials.

1. Subject Predicator (Adverbial)
The girl prayed fervently

3. Subject Predicator Indirect object (Oi) Direct dject (Od) (Adverbial)
We gave Tinu the orange for a purpose.

6. Subject  predicator Adverbial (Adverbial)
Moji is in the kitchen  now.

8. Subject Predicator Direct object (Od) Object
complement(Adverbial)

(Co) (adjectival)
Some soldiers find such weapons useful here.

Please note that the optional adverbials are pbtaokets to show that
they are optional and that their statuses are lmotsame as the ones
without brackets. The optional adverbials are omtidbecause a pattern
is complete without it. There may be more than optonal adverbial
in a basic simple sentence pattern as in the exafyalow. An optional
adverbial is not restricted to just one position may occur in various
positions in the patterns as in the following:

Subject (Adverbial) Predicator (Adverbial)
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He usually sleeps  on the table.

What is important in this structure is that ‘Heegle’. The adverbials
‘usually’ and ‘on the table’ are therefore optiomalthe sense that we
can do without them if we want. They have only sacted in giving

additional information. Below is another example.

Subject  (Adverbial) Predicator (Adverbial)
Soldiers  sometimes fight with such weapons.

In this sentence as well, what is important isfw that ‘soldiers fight'.
The adverbials ‘sometimes’ and ‘with such weapoag2 optional
adverbials that we can do without. Have a looknatler example:

(Adverbial) Subject  Predicator (Adverbial) (Adverbial)
Yesterday she came to the hall alone.

Just like the last two sentences, the idea conveyé#tk sentence is the
fact that ‘she came’, whoever ‘she’ was. The adedsh‘yesterday’, ‘to
the hall’ and alone are optional adverbials whiah be done away with
at will.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

What are the pattern numbers of the last threeereas with optional
adverbials?

3.2 Non -basic simple sentences

The non-basic simple sentences can be formed &yrajtthe basic ones
in various ways. The formation of the non-basic@ersentences from
the basic ones usually involves the following tweerations-‘insertion’
and ‘movement’.

3.2.1 Movement

By moving the predicator before the subject (anéhgusa rising
intonation) we change the basic simple sentencesnebasic as in the
example below:

Subject predicator Adverbial
Tunde was in the room.

The sentence above can be changed to -

Predicator ~ Subject Adverbial
Was Tunde in the room?
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In the sentence above, the predicator has beendrmwe it has been
made to come before the subject. Hence we havestiqo arising out

of the movement instead of a sentence. All basipld sentences are
statements. Once you reverse the structure anthgeel a question, it is
no longer basic, it is non-basic.

3.2.2 Insertion

You can get a non-basic simple sentence by inggiti@ item not within
the predicator as in the example below.

Subject predicator Adverbial

Tunde was in the room. (positive)
Subject predicator Adverbial

Tunde was not in the room. (negative)

3.3 Non-simple sentences

Please note that non-basic is different from nompse. The non-simple
sentences of English involve combining two or msireple sentences
and these are of three main kinds:

e compound sentences
e complex sentences
e compound complex sentences

These have to do with the ways the source sentemeesombined in
the process of forming them.

A compound sentencés usually formed by combining the source
sentences using a conjunction or linker such ad'.'an

Source simple sentence
a. The boys played the instruments.
b. The girls sang.

Resulting compound sentence
The boys played the instruments and the girls sang.

A complex sentencés commonly formed by combining the source
sentences using a conjunction such as ‘when’ geifollowing:
Source simple sentences

a. | went there at some time.
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b. I met him then.
Resulting complex sentence

| met him when | went there.

A compound-complex sentencds formed partly like a compound
sentence and partly like a complex sentence. Fample, if after
forming the complex sentence:

I met him when | went there.

We use the conjunction ‘and’ (as in a compoundes@d) to combine it
with the simple sentence

He asked me the question.

The result will be the compound - complex sentence

I met him when | went there and he asked me thstique
4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit we have been able to go through niagidsimple sentences
in English. We have also given examples of eaclkhEd the patterns
can be expanded by inserting optional adverbials

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit you have learnt that there are ningidbaimple sentences in
English:

pattern 1 is subject/predicator

pattern 2 is subject /predicator/direct object

pattern 3 is subject/predicator/indirect objec#dirobject

pattern 4 is subject/predicator/subject complen(ieoin)

pattern 5 is subject/predicator /subject complen(adi)

pattern 6 is subject/predicator/adverbial

pattern 7 is subject/predicator/direct objealtfect complement

(nom)

9. pattern 8 is subject/predicator/direct object/ obfmplement
(ad))

10. pattern 9 is subject/predicator/direct object/ alis

11. A compound sentencés usually formed by combining the
source sentences using a conjunction or linker aschnd’

12. A complex sentencés commonly formed by combining the

source sentences using a conjunction such as ‘when’

Nouor~wNE
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13. A compound sentencés usually formed by combining the
source sentences using a conjunction or linker aschnd’.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Construct two examples each of a compound sentenoglex
sentence and a compound complex- sentence.
2. Mention and give examples of two ways by which basnple

sentences can be turned to non-basic simple sestenc
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, the basic simple sentences will b@agded using some
words and some parts of sentences. The various itgnsections in a
sentence are referred to as ‘elements of structuvall not spend much
time on this because you must have been taught séithese in some
other English courses. Nevertheless, | will stiké some time to give
some explanation on the various items that makéapatterns. As a
university student, you need to know all theseghirso that you can be
well equipped.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
o identify the nine basic simple sentence patterrfEniglish

e use the nine basic simple sentence patterns irgBngl
e write sentences using the nine basic simple seeseincEnglish.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Pattern 1 Expanded

Pattern 1 has just two obligatory parts and thesdhee subject and the
predicator. Below are examples.

Subj Pred.
Birds fly.
The stinks.
room burns.
Petrol fell.
John He died.

The subject is normally realised in actual simpdatences by nouns,
noun phrases or pronouns. The predicator is rehliseverbs or verb
phrases. The examples listed above have verbswBate examples
with verb phrases.

Subj Pred.
Birds can fly.
He has died.

Aremo (1995) notes that the commonest type of patleis one in
which the predicator (realised by a verb or verbaph) expresses an
action while the subject is realised by a noun,mphbrase or pronoun
which denotes the persons or things that perforen dhtion. With
certain verbs, the pattern 1 sentence does nottlsaty the subject
performs any action. Aremo (1995) notes the folluyvi

1. Birds fly - the subject performs a action

2. The room stinks (says the subject is in a certiite or
condition)

3. Petrol burns (says the subject —petrol has a ocgtaiperty-
(burns)

4. John fell (tells us that an event affected the subject)
5. Hedied (tells us that an event affected the subject)

We mentioned the fact that the subject is usualised by nouns,
noun phrases and pronouns. As a result of thisshvedl discuss nouns
briefly to remind ourselves of what they are and/ ey are used.

3.1.1 Nouns
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Nouns are words such as bird, room, petrol, thiregses of people and
places etc. They are members of an open classirdefinite). New
nouns are added to the class whenever they ar@adgAll names are
nouns. There are common nouns and proper nounsm@éomouns are
nouns that can be used to refer to any example déss of persons
(boy/girl), places e.g. (town, stadium) etc. Propauns are used to refer
to particular persons and places e.g. John, Balerty stadium, Lagos
etc

There are two kinds of common nouns-count nouns raads nouns.
Count nouns refer to entities that are regardezbastable e.g. bird, boy
etc. Plural forms - (boys, girls, goats etc). Ir tplural, most count
nouns occur with an —s suffix added to the basa favhich is the same
as the singular form). Some others appear with -e.gs as in boxes
Some appear with- ies as in ladies while some have no plural
morpheme e.g. sheep.

Mass nouns are common nouns referring to entitiasdre regarded as
uncountable e.g. water and petrol. We can not caaer or petrol but
we may say little water, little petrol, much waterlarge quantity of
petrol.

With a proper noun, there is normally no need siidguish between a
singular form and a plural form because it doesreédar to countable
things. It is used to refer to particular personglaces etc. The noun
subclasses are as follows:

Count: boy, birds, books
Common

Mass: petrol, chalk etc
Nouns
Proper Lagos, Ajayi

3.1.2 Noun Phrases

A noun phrase is a sequence of words consisting abun and its
modifier such as ‘The man’ which is no longer a mdawt a noun
phrase. In the noun phrase, the modified noungarded as the head or
central word. A noun phrase may consist of more thae modifier.
Please check your ENG101 for more on these.

Please note the following about noun phrases:

1. the article ‘the’ is a special noun modifier knoas determiners
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2. determiners are members of a closed class (i.ewbnse
membership is limited or fixed).
3. proper nouns do not normally take any determirgpr e.

e The John fell

This is an unacceptable sentence in English artdghehy you have it

preceded by a star. Once you see that star befigreemtence, it means
it is an unacceptable sentence in English. It &teanote that we still

find students who put determiners before propensolt should not be

so. You should pay attention to all these rule&dlish usage so that
you will make fewer mistakes.

Another common determiner which students confusienats is ‘a (n)’
The determiner is a before words beginning witloasonant sound e.g.
‘a king’, ‘a town’ ‘a dress’ etc, but it is an befowords beginning with
a vowel sound (‘an ox’, ‘an egg’, ‘an answer’ etc).

4. Unlike ‘the’ which can be used with singular comaiuns, plural
count nouns and mass nouns, a(n) can only be uitledingular
count nouns i.e.:

the room-----
the birds-----
the petrol-----

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Write out ten words that can take ‘a’ as a deteemin
2. Write out ten wordshatcan take ‘an’ as a determiner.

3.1.3 Pronouns

Pronouns are members of a closed class, like digtersn They are thus
limited in number, and new members of the class rare normally
formed. Commonly used pronouns are (I, we, you, ghthey, and he
(personal)). Each of these can be used as subje¢beisentence like a
noun phrase. The personal pronouns are so callibe they are used
by the speaker (or writer) to refer to one or otbethe three kinds of
entities, persons or things technically known ass@es. These three
entities are the first person — the speaker himselherself, or the
speaker and one or more others (I and We), thendeperson (the
person (s) the speaker is addressing (You) andhitek person (one or
more other person (s) or things that are mentidnethe speaker.(He,
She, It and They).
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3.2 Pattern 2 Expanded

This pattern has three parts. Below are examples

Subj Pred Direc Object (Od)
Birds lay Eggs.

Wate causel the problemrr

The woman cooked Rice.

Tinu thanked John.

She praised him.

The items used as predicators here are all vesys:chused, cooked,
thanked, praised. The item used as subject in e#ctihe example
sentences is a noun in examples 1, 2, 4, noun @lmasxample 3 and
pronoun in example 5. Optional adverbials can belus expand the
sentences. Below are examples.

(Of course), birds lay eggs.
(Actually), water caused the problem.
The woman (quickly) cooked rice.
Tinu (then) thanked John.

She praised him for the effort.

agrpLODE

You will notice that adverbials have been addethtosentences above
to expand them. This shows that adverbials are wepprtant and that

they are of different varieties. You should be ableonstruct sentences
and good write - ups using these different sent@aterns so that your
work can be an interesting one.

For more details of these expanded sentence psitsra Aremo
(1997)SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Go through the verbs listed here and construcepa sentences with
them, one for each verb. Try to expand these seesensing optional
adverbials of pour own ‘work’, ‘play’, ‘dig’, ‘pull ‘destroy’.

3.3 Pattern 3 Expanded

This pattern has four parts. The first two are agtie subject and the
predicator. The remaining two parts are both objeatindirect object
and then an direct object.
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Subj. Pred Indirect Object Direct Object
Teachers buy the pupll presents.
Tinu brought John water.
They showe visitors the cave
God sent them Manna.
The move gave music a boost.

The predicators in the actual sentences are absveouy, brought,
showed, sent, gave. The subject or direct objeiat émch case a noun, a
noun phrase or a pronoun. The indirect objectse etalised by a noun
in 2, 3 and 5, a noun phrase in example 1 or agumin example 4.

Pattern three sentences can also be expandedptitmal adverbials.
Below are examples.

Teachers (often) buy the pupil presents.

Tinu brought Kunle water (in the morning).

They (usually) showed visitors their wedding album.
(Then) God sent them Manna.

The move (really) gave music a boost.

You can enrich your writing by varying your sentematterns.
3.4 Pattern 4 Expanded

Pattern 4 has three parts; subject, predicatorsaject complement
(nominal)

Subj Pred Subj Complement (nominal) Cs (nom)
Birds are animals.

The winner was .

Water seems a problem.

The name became John.

It is bread.

The subject in each case is a noun, a noun phrasepoonoun. The
items realising the predicator are all verbs. Thbjext complement
(nominal) is realised in the examples by a nousxamples (1,4,5) a
noun phrase in example 3 or a pronoun in example 2.

Examples of pattern four sentences expanded witioragd adverbials
are listed below. What has been included are thierd adverbials.

¢ (In a sense), birds are animals.
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The winner was (always) I.

Water seems a problem (in town).
The name (later) became John.
(Of course), it is bread.

Please note that most of the examples here areAremo 1997 and for
details of the expanded forms, see Aremo 1997.

3.5 Pattern 5 Expanded

This pattern also has three parts. The parts &gy predicator and
subject complement (adjectival)

Subj Pred Subj Comp (adjectival) Cs(ad))
Birds are beautiful

The boy looks kind.

Water appears scarce.

The name became very popular.

The pot remained hot.

This pattern is very important because adjectives adjective phrases
function as subject complement. Adjectives and cilje phrases
commonly specify the qualities or characteristifpersons or things.
Below are some pattern five sentences with optiadaérbials.

Birds are (naturally) beautiful.

(However), the boy looks kind.

Water appears scarce (everywhere)

The name (soon) became very popular throughout $.ago
The pot remained hot (for hours).

3.5.1 Adjectives and Adjective phrases

Adjectives are open items. They are large in numBeme common

strong, wealetc.
Adjective phrases may be formed by modifying aneetije with a
word likeveryortooas in -

e ltisvery large.
e The name became very popular.
e He seems too good.

Modifiers like very andtoo are members of a closed class. They are
known as intensifiers. This is because they comgnioénsify or

30



ENG223 ADVANCED ENGLISH COMPOSITION |

heighten the meaning of the head word. There amgeher some
intensifiers which have more or less the opposftecelowering or
weakening the meaning of the headword. Intensifiérthis later kind
include- ‘somewhat’, ‘rather’ and ‘pretty’:

Itis [~ rather
Somewhat small.
She is pretty good. (not as good as you think)

In descriptive essays, you need the mastery oft afladjectives for
your work to be interesting. For more on adjectiwe® Quirk et al 1985
and Aremo 1997.

3.6 Pattern 6 Expanded

This pattern has three parts- subject, predicatdraalverbial. We have
mentioned some of the uses of adverbials in this ionthat they are
what we use to expand the simple basic sentengasiies are

Subject Predicator Adverbial

The birds Are in the cage.
The boy Was here.

The brea Is on the table
They appeared in a hurry.
Johr seems in the mood.

The adverbial in the third part in the pattern lidigatory like each of
the other two parts. This pattern can still be exjgal with optional
adverbialsBelow are examples.

The birds are (always) in the cage.
The boy was here (last week).

The bread is (already) on the table.
They appeared in a hurry (then).
(Right now), John seems in the mood

The items realising adverbial parts in this patteam be adverbs and
adverb phrases. These are used to supply variads kiff information in
respect of time, place, manner etc.

You will notice that some of the adverbial phrases preposition
headed- that is, they have preposition startingnteeg.in the room, at
the door, on the table, in a hurry, beside the Bty are of two main
kinds- simple prepositions (consisting of one wad)l compound
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prepositions consisting of more than one word. Tokowing are
examples of simple prepositionabove, across, after, against, among,
around, at before behind, below, beneath, beyordddwn, during,
from inside of, off, outside, over, past, sincantithrough, throughout,
to toward (American) towards (British) under, uptily with, without

Some compound prepositions are:

along with, apart from, out of, together with, doebecause of, instead
of.

You need to master the use of these for cohesigaunwork.

Patterns seven, eight and nine can also accommodpt®nal
adverbials. Even though pattern nine has obligatatyerbials, it can
still accommodate optional adverbials. For detaiés Aremo 1997

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, we have been able to take you fuliyough six of the
simple sentences and their expanded forms. It g@itant for you to be
able to construct good sentences as this is théefadpon which
continuous writing rests. To expand all the basimpte sentence
patterns, optional adverbials should be added.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, you learnt that:

1. the basic simple sentences can be expanded bygaoigtional
adverbials

2. the subject in each case is either a noun, a nbrase or a pronoun

3. commonly used pronouns are (I, we, you, she,éy,tand he
(personal)

4. adjectives and adjective phrases commonly spdoéyytialities or
characteristics of persons or things

5. The items realising adverbial parts in pattern® loa adverbs and
adverb phrases

6. the adverbial phrases are preposition headed

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Write out ten examples of pattern 6 sentences prigposition headed

adverbials. Go through the examples you were gorepattern 6 so as
to remind yourself of what preposition headed aldieds are.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Concord is a major problem for some second languagmers of
English. It is even evident in some people’s spdkeguage. No matter
how interesting a lecture or presentation may fi,i$ full of concord

you are not careful as a preacher, you may nothgetlesired effect of
your preaching on the congregation. This therefoekes this unit on
concord an all important unit in this course.

As mentioned earlier, concord is the formal agre@mia person,

number, gender or tense between two or more padssentence. It is
formal in the sense that the use of one necessitateuse of another.
For example in the present tense of the verb ‘t¢ ‘Becan only be

combined with ‘am’, and vice versa. This may belechlbilateral

concord. Also, ‘we’ can only be combined with ‘ar@’ the present
tense.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

¢ identify the concord relationships in specifiedteaces
e construct sentences without concord errors.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Concord Relationships

Aremo (1995) notes that the rule of concord betwbersubject item
and the predicator item goes thus:

A singular subject is used with a singular predicat
A plural subject is used with a plural predicator.

Example:

1. a noun phrase with a singular count noun as heateigr
The man sings well.
The woman dances well.

2. a mass noun or a noun phrase with a mass nouradwbe e.g..
Petrol burns easily.
The water looks dirty.

3. a proper noun e.gBola
helps us sometimes
John visits us often.

4, any one of the third person singular pronouins,-she and it
(commonly substituted for one or other of the itanentioned in
1-4 above.
She dances well.

It burns easily. It cries often.
Looks dirty. sings beautifully.
She visits us often/She helps us often

In matters of subject/predicator concord, mass s@mu proper nouns
are treated as singular nouns.

A plural subject means one realised by:

1. a plural count noun or a noun phrase with a plcoaiht noun as
headword
Boys like rice
The boys
35
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2. any of the plural personal pronounge, you and they

We
You eat yam regularly.
They

Thus we have sentences such as:

He eats----- singular predicator
They eat----- plural predicator

Aremo (1995) notes that there is what he referast@ingular concord
between the subject and the predicator - i.e.

The boy eats yam dalily.
(singular subject + singular predicator

Plural concord

The boys eat yam daily
(plural subject + plural predicator)

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Construct five sentences with singular subjectské/the subject of two
of them to be nominal groups, that is, more tham item. E.g. ‘the boy’
as opposed to ‘boy’ which is one item.

3.1.1 Concord of Person

This occurs between a noun or pronoun and the prenceferring to it,
e.g.

He, she, igoes---
My brotherthinks-

Unilateral concord of person occurs between a sthje the first or
second person singular, or in one of the threeopsrsf the plural, e.g.

I, (you, we, theypo--
Somesay----

His parentdive----

I, he,( she, etojvas---
You (we, they etcjvere---
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In descriptive sentences, both the subject-proramththe verb agree in
number i.e.

They are very nice people.
Are those your children?
It is they who arrange everything.

Plural Nouns

Sometimes, a noun in the plural form, more or @isinctly denotes a
singular idea. For example, names of games — tifjadominoes,
draughts etc are all in the plural form. You canéhaentences such as
the following:

¢ Billiards is not exclusively a men’s game.
e Draughts is not entirely a game of mathematicatuohtion.

A plural subject may consist of two or more cooat@d pronouns in the
singular, e.qg.

e John and Marjave gone

When two coordinated nouns form a semantic urg vétrbal predicate
may take a singular form e.g.

* A cart and horsevasseen at a distance.

e The United States of todaynine times as large as the United States
of 1800

e Isthe United States imperialist?

3.2 Number Concord

The rule of number concord ( being both singulaplaral) between the
subject and the predicator only applies when thb used as predicator
is in the present tense, it does not apply whenvthb is in the past
tense. Thus we have sentences such as:

e The boygoesthereeveryday __ { Deleted: everyday
e The boygyothereeveryday | Deleted: everyda

e The boywentthereeveryday __ { eleted: everyda
e The boyswentthereeveryday ~_ { eleted: everyda

37



ENG223 ADVANCED ENGLISH COMPOSITION |

You will notice that the past tense of the vegdowhich iswentis the
same for both singular and plural. The concordtiaiahip between the
subject and the predicator is only emphasised thithpresent forms i.e.
go /goes.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Construct five sentences each with the presentpastl forms of the
verbs you choose. Each pair of sentences shouldailedthe number
concord for both singular and plural.

3.2.1 Singular Nouns

Singular nouns denoting a number of individualsetak plural verb
when the persons composing the group are thoughiddfidually, a
singular verb when the group is thought of colkesiy, e.qg.

The crowdwere deeply affected.

An immense crowadvasassembled.

My family are early risers.

His family wasan old one.

The majority of the stickerare already resuming work.

The government majority in the lower howsasperilously small.

Aremo 1995 notes that the equational verb —'Bethis most unusual
verb in English. It can be found in more forms themy other verb.
Other verbs have a single past tense form but H3&' two—i.ewas/
were.Other verbs have two present tense forms, ‘Be’these i.e.am,
is, are. The use of any of these forms depends on the kinideon.
(singular count noun/ plural count noun) Like othexrbs, ‘Be’ as
predicator must be in concord with the subject itéfease note that
even though it was earlier stated that the rulenofber concord
between subject and predicator only applies whervénb is used in the
present tense, with the verb ‘Be’, it is differeltaffects both the past
and the present forms. As a result, ‘is’ (presemt)l ‘was’ (past) are
regarded as singular verbs. Below are examples:

The girl is now a University student.
She
The man was a rogue.
He
‘Are’ (pres and ‘were’ (past) are plural verbsed with plural
subjects. i.e.
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The women are nursing mothers.
They

The women were nursing mothers.
They

It is important to note that ‘I' (singular pronouis)used as subject with
‘am’ (present) and ‘was’ (past). i.e.

e | am now a business man.
e | was once a business man

You should also note that subjects realised by’ *{@agular or plural)
are used. Witlare (present) an@vere (past).

e Singular - You are now a teacher.
e Plural - You were once teachers.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The rule of concord is a very important one in EstglWithout a good
mastery of it, we will all be writing and making &lnds of mistakes. In
this unit, we have been able to go through somengiss things to note
on concord. Some of the sections may look like tigpe, go through
them all and you will see the essence of whateoartlyink is repeated.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, you learnt that:

1. a singular subject is used with a singular predicat

2. a plural subject is used with a plural predicator.

3 in descriptive sentences, both the subject angeheagree in
number.

4, singular nouns denoting a number of individualetakplural
verb when the persons composing the group are thaig
individually,

5. plural nouns, in spite of its plural form, moreless distinctly

denote a  singular idea.

the educational verb —'Be’ is the most unusual \eranglish

other verbs have two present tense forms, ‘Be'tias i.eam,

is, are.

No
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8. other verbs have a single past tense form butlR@s’two—i.e.
was/ were.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Construct sentences with all the variants of thd @ be’ with special
reference to the singular and plural forms.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Sentences make up a paragraph and paragraphs imalkeassay or a
composition. Paragraphs are used to express ttoaghtthere are two
aspects of a good paragraph- the thematic andringigal aspects.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

¢ identify the essential features of a good paragraph

e write coherent paragraphs on arshosen essay topic or
composition.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
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3.1 Thematic Aspect of a Paragraph

Three things are important while discussing themiheof a paragraph
and these are unity, coherence and emphasis.

3.1.1 Unity

One of the essential features of a paragraph ty.uhd achieve this, a
paragraph must deal with one central theme. Tlemthis what will be
fully developed through the other sentences inpgheagraph. All the
sentences in a paragraph must be related to theettteat the paragraph
is emphasising. Occasionally, writers get carriedyawith an aspect of
the central theme of a paragraph to the extentttreyt digress. This
digression may eventually make their write-up orragaaph
uncoordinated or disjointed. You must guide agathist. Below is an
example of a paragraph that lacks unity.

The management committee at its meeting on December
8n agreed that the personnel manager should be ¢hestiu

to employ more staff. The committee also recommeénde
that the canteen be closed down because of poor
management. The managing director complained about
the leaking tap in his personal office. The manag@m
committee booked an appointment for a visit witle th
Managing Director.

This paragraph violates paragraph unity in thattla sentences look
like topic sentences which could be fully developed separate
paragraphs each. Sentencel talks about the acifotitee committee.
Sentence 2 talks about another action of the camenitvhich looks
unrelated to the first. Sentence 3 is not about dhtions of the
committee at all. Instead, it is about the comptaiof the managing
director concerning the leaking tap in his persaffite. The paragraph

losesits unity further here. The last sentence also oeatl one of the _ - { Deleted: looses

actions of the committee. Go through the paragtadbw which is an
example of a paragraph that has unity.

The management committee on DecembBrgreed that
the personnel manager should be instructed to gmplo
more staff. The management committee had beenmgeeti
for hours before they took some vital decisionscesning

the company. The committee noted that the company h
been short-staffed and that production had dropped
drastically. The few members of staff had writtetether

of protest on excess work load without pay to the
management committee recently.
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All the sentences in this paragraph have sometioirp with the central
theme on the decision of the management commiftetaially, the first

sentence is the topic sentence and the other theeéences when
summarised express the need for more staff as @t ref recent

happenings in the company. Sentence 2, explainsfate that the

committee had to meet for hours before the decisioemploy more
staff was taken.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Go through the paragraph below and say whethexsitimity or not.
Justify your answer.

Since compositions basically serve the purpose of
communicating ideas, it is particularly importahat they
are written in simple and straight forward languagjee
vocabulary (i.e. the words used) should not be
unnecessarily difficult. Common, everyday wordsif ---
they are equally effective---should be preferredtie
rarely used ones. We should not aim at sending the
audience to the dictionary with every word. And the
sentences used should generally be as short aiblposs
none of them should be so long and involved that it
becomes a major task getting at the meaning itsséek
express. We impress no one, but perhaps ourseies)
our composition fails as a piece of communication.

Aremo (2001:02)

3.1.2 Coherence

Another quality of a good paragraph is coherendgs fias to do with
having the parts of a paragraph in a meaningfulerordhe ideas
presented in a paragraph must be orderly and uadeiable. There
must be a logical sequence of ideas. These cattdieea through the
use of conjuncts or transitional words such as eweevertheless, in
addition, consequently, indeed, finally, as a resuilspite of, in contrast
to, again etc. Coherence can also be achievedghrine precise use of
pronouns to avoid repetition of some nouns. Thalthiay by which
coherence can be achieved is through the repetitiospecific ideas,
although not necessarily the same words or phra&as.should try to
avoid sentences that start with ‘This is becauseFhe pronoun ‘this’
could be vague in such sentences.

3.1.3 Emphasis
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Emphasis is another quality that a paragraph caa hhich can give it
paragraph unity. This can be achieved through 8 af contrasting
sentences, and repetition of ideas. Look at thesgugs below and
discuss how emphasis has been used to drive hanveritier's point.

Delivery is deemed to have taken place when théckeh

is taken over at the workshop by the customer er hi
authorised representative. n case of delivery alaae
other than the workshop, this is at the customesis If

the customer fails to take delivery within 7 dayseing
notified that the vehicle is ready, a garage fee is

chargeableDispatchof the invoice to the customer shall | Deleted: Despatc

be deemed to be natification that the vehicle &lyefor
delivery.

(Extract from; The use of English a Text (DeparttregfrEnglish
OAU pg 193).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Write a well constructed paragraph of about 150ds@n any of the
following topics.

1. My future career
2. My favourite film star

3.2 Structural Aspects of a Paragraph

A paragraph is a composite whole which should idelat least three of
the following parts-topic sentence, development,cutieentation,
application or conclusion (if it is an only paraginaor a last paragraph
in a write up).

3.2.1 The Topic Sentence

A paragraph deals with one main idea which shoeldetevant to what
the whole essay is all about. This main idea istaioed in the topic
sentence. The other sentences should be closehectad with the topic
sentence and this gives the paragraph its unityirsednal consistency.
The topic sentence need not be the very first sesteThe writer may
decide to discuss an issue first and then condodards the end by
putting the topic sentence last.

3.2.2 Paragraph Development
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Paragraph development is closely linked with thetews thought

processes and concepts. Logical processes arevéwvoln the

presentation of arguments and ideas. The kind atéstents we write
should be determined by your perception of thehtruerifiable facts,

objectivity and relevant details of what we hopetesent. A paragraph
should not be developed haphazardly and you shbelcareful of

unnecessary generalisations and fallacies.

1. ‘Exercise is good; therefore, everybody should eiset

This statement is fallacious because, a persoeriudffrom a heart
disease is always advised not to do exercises.

2. ‘If I had not taught you to write, you would neveve learnt
anything about writing’

The statement above is also fallacious because lzmiyeelse would
have taught him/her to write.

You must try to develop your paragraphs based betantiated facts. A
paragraph can also have evidence of documentatiapplication of
some kind. In whatever way any of these parts featuyour work, you
should try to make sure they are well presented.ekample if you are
doing some documentation, you should make surehlaeferences are
included and that contributors are acknowledgedrevhecessary.

The following passage contains certain fallacied #ogicalities. Can
you identify them?

Students should be allowed to look at their texksoo
during examinations. After all, surgeons have sray
guide them during an operation; lawyers have briefs
guide them during a trial; carpenters have blugprio
guide them when they are building a house. Why then
shouldn’t students be allowed to look at their bexiks
during an examination?

Extract from; The Use of English a Text (Compilgdthe
Department of English, OAU pg 180)

Paragraph Opening

The way you start your paragraph is very importdihe strategy to use
depends on the subject matter. The language alpends on the

purpose of the write up. If it is a magazine agtithe language may be
different from when it is a formal essay for prets¢ion as a proposal.
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You could start by defining a concept that you hapevrite on or the
explanation of an idea.

Concluding Paragraph

The concluding paragraph is as important as theningeparagraph.
Many people conclude by summarising the main posusthat the
reader would be reminded of the writer’s line dhking or argument as
the case may be. A lot however depends on the culjgtter.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has been able to expose you to the aabeatetails on

paragraph development and management. The devahkbpofe a

paragraph is closely linked with the writer's thbtigorocesses and
concepts. In an attempt to develop a good paragnamh should be
careful of overgeneralizations and unsubstantittets.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, you have learnt that:

paragraphs are used to express thoughts,

the two aspects of a paragraph are theme andsteyict

one of the essential features of a paragraph tg,uni

a paragraph must deal with a central theme,

a paragraph must not violate paragraph unity,

another quality of a good paragraph is coherence,
coherence has to do with having parts of a pardgrap
meaningful order,

8. coherence can be achieved through the use of ausjuand
transitional words such as however, neverthelassaddition,
consequently, indeed, as a result-- etc

NoohswbhE

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Write a paragraph of about 100 words on any oftdpécs listed below.
The topic sentence should appear in the paragraphdb necessarily at
the beginning.

Rebellion is a vice in the youth of nowadays.

What I'll do if | am made the president of Nigeria.
Internet services are a blessing to humanity.

| would rather have a male child than a femaledchil
The prospect of a good job is refreshing to thd.sou
Banks offer a wide range of services to their cusis.
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Living in a village could be advantageous.
Daily exercise is essential to everyone’s health.
Should capital punishment be introduced as a waydfing

societal vices?

© o~
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Unlike spoken language which has a number of devikeough which
we can identify long and short pauses or variatiartene that can help
us determine the meaning of utterances, writtergdage depends
heavily on punctuation for meaningful interpretatio

King (2000:156) sees punctuation as:

a system capable of conveying force, intonatiogency,
tension doubt, rhythm and passion, while ever abaing
its duty to consistency and clarity of meaning

Quirk et al. (1985) notes that there are two pgles underlying the
punctuation system and these are separation andisgion. Details of

these can be seen in Quirk et al (1985). See feecree at the end of
this unit. In the content section we shall deahwite different kinds of
punctuations and their uses.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

e punctuate sentences using appropriate punctuatwksm
e identify the different punctuation marks in any tham discourse.

48



ENG223 ADVANCED ENGLISH COMPOSITION |

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Punctuation in English

The main purpose of punctuation marks is to giverywriting a

meaning by helping you to present your ideas iar¢levell demarcated
sentences. Punctuation marks should not be usétimdinately. They
should be used when necessary. Some people arg peactuators
while some are light. Legal language may requiraviiepunctuation
while common writings such as letters may requightl punctuation.
Even though there are some underlying principlasmast follow to be
well understood, punctuation could also be a maifepersonal taste.
Below are some common punctuation marks in English.

3.1.1 The Full Stop (.)

The full stop or period is an important punctuatioark in English. It is

surprising that many people write without putting Stops at the end of
their sentences. If you write and you do not pfitlestop or you forget

to put a full stop, it means you have not ended sleatence. It means
you still want to continue that sentence becauseetis nothing like the
longest sentence. You can keep on writing and ag & you put the
appropriate linkers, you can write a sentence &g &s a whole room. In
essence, what | am trying to say is that you shalddys remember to
put a full stop when you think you are through watlsentence. The full
stop could be used in the following ways-

a. for marking the end of a statement e.g.
1. She danced.
2. The boy and girl washed their clothes in the wafietiched
two buckets of water and went home to cook forr thei
parents.

b. for marking the end of a command e.g.
1. Come immediately.
2. Stop shouting.
3. Answer the question clearly and directly.
4 Please go straight to thmoint.

C. for indicating abbreviations

i) Acronyms e.g.

1. 0.A.U (Organisation of African
Unity) (Obafemi Awolowo University)
2.  U.N (United Nations)

3. D.G (Director General)
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The full stop is however optional here, we may dlage —OAU, DG,
UN without the periods.

ii) A person’s initials e.g.

1. J.J Okon
2. M.A Olateju
3. T.O Ajayi

The full stop is also optional here. It is therefpiossible to write- JJ
Okon, MA Olateju or TO Ajayi

iii) Abbreviations on the model of the following:
1. Vol. (Volume)

2. Gen. (General)

3. Jan. (January

The full stop is omitted here only when the lagtieleof the abbreviation
is also the last letter of the word. For exampl®ir{.) Mister, Dr(.)
Doctor

3.1.2 The Question Mark (?)

The question mark is another important punctuatiank in English. It
can be used in the following ways:

to mark the end of a question e.g.

When are you coming?

What is your father’'s name?

Is it true that Kunle has won a scholarship?

wNh kD

The examples above are the conventional ways afigigkiestions. The
question mark can also be used to mark the endsthtament with a
high intonation in form of a question e.qg.

1. He is coming tomorrow?
2. You came home with him from the airport?

Please note that it is usual to mark with a fudpsthe end of question
used to give an order or make a request e.g.

1. Will you please shut the
door. But also:

2. Will you please shut the door?

Please note also that you do not have to put atiofl after the question
mark again because it already has a stop belowuthve.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Punctuate the following sentences

I will go to Lagos tomorrow

What is your Celtel Number

Give me your notebook now (with a rising tone)
What of the ball point | told you about

The weather is fine today

SER Y

3.1.3 The Exclamation Mark (!)

The exclamation mark is normally used at the enanoéxclamation;
something of a great surprise on the negativemptsitive side e.g.

1. How wonderful!
2. Exciting!
3. Man, this is awful

Please note that the exclamation mark may alssbé to mark the end
of a vigorous command, statement or question. Theseroduced in
the spoken form with a raised voice. Where the nige commands,
statements and questions are rendered as theydshibal response is
always immediate.

I once had the opportunity of teaching a grouptefients this aspect of
English and a set of students who came late tocthgs were just
entering the class when | sa@@ket out! as an example of a vigorous
command. The students who were already at the waating to come
in went back immediately. The other students indite class room
burst into laughter and one of them went to caththin telling them |
was not referring to them but that | just gave angple of a vigorous
command. So it can be very effective if well reradkr

Vigorous command

1. Get out!
2. Close the window!
3. Kneel down there!

Vigorous statement

1. | will not answer you!
2. You met the window closed!
3. | am coming tomorrow!
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Vigorous question

1. What did you just say!
2. Are you alright at all!
3. What do you want!

3.1.4 The Comma (,)

The comma is, apart from the full stop, the mosgfrently used
punctuation mark. It is commonly used -

a. For marking out the end of the first two clausexkdd by a
coordinator in a compound or compound complex semte
particularly when the coordinatorlisit.

He came, but his presence was not felt.

He passed, but his mother was not pleased witgrades.

The students at NOUN really love their work, angiythave a

great deal of admiration for their hard working tnsctors.

wn =

In each of the sentences above, there are twoedals sentence 1 for
example,He cameis a clauseHis presence was not fels another
clauseButis a coordinating conjunction separating the fifatise from
the second. The same thing applies to the othdesess. The comma
marks out the end of the first clause. Howeverpmroa does not need
to appear after the first clause if both clauseshdentical subjects or if
the sentence as a whole is extremely short e.g.

She greeted him and (she) smiled

In the sentence abov&heis the subject of the first clausshe greeted
him.

The second clause has only the predicatorshetis put in bracket to
show that the subject of the second clause istetlipThat is, when you
read the sentence you do not have to read theeellgubject along. The
sentence should read:

She greeted him and smiled

b. For marking out items (words, phrases, or clausesdinated in
a series).

Words e.g.

1. If you like, you carsing, dance, jumpndroll on the ground.

2.  Bola gave me some beautiful, precious, designezsho
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Phrasese.g.

1. The man boughtvo he-goats, five bags of beans, six gallons of
groundnut oi{,) and a hundred big yams

Clausese.qg.

1. He jumped dowr(he)danced a little(he) picked up the dirty
note (,) andhe)went away still dancing.

You will notice that the words, phrases, and clauiseitalics follow
each other and they are separated by the commasuabjects in the
bracket are ellipted. They are only put there tovslyou what the
clauses would look like if the subjects were torbgeated. Please note
that the comma preceding the coordinator betweenvib final items is
optional except when its omission would lead to ia-meading of the
sentence. Although for stylistic purpose, at tingesi can have cases
where no coordinator is used as in:

They canthey will they must
C. For separating adverbials (conjuncts, disjunctsajdncts)
3.2 Conjuncts

Conjuncts can be said to serve the primary purpgdsadicating a
meaning connection between sentences in a piespalfen or written
language. They are very important connective devibtat a student
needs to know about and be prepared to use. Cdsejgeparate like
conjunctions. They may serve to link like the comgats of a sentence
but can do more than that. A conjunct takes off mwh& conjunction
leaves off. Some commonly occurring conjuncts at®wever,
nevertheless, moreover, furthermore, what's mareaddition, in fact,
in brief, in sum, indeed, all the same, in otherdso by the way, as a
result, by contrast, on the other hand, meanwhite.&Vhile writing
you may need to buttress your points by using someifsp@ords for
stylistic effect and conjuncts can be right at hemgrovide such effect.
For more on conjuncts, see Quirk et al, 1985. Yan also read the
editorial articles of some broadsheet newspapearvBare examples of
conjuncts in sentences:

However those are the visitors to expect.
Those however are the visitors to expect.
Those are the visitors to expeotwever
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Shifting the word may involve a shifting of emplasa different
intonation, a different focusing of the messagecihlg a connector in a
particular place may mean you are doing some 8tyligork on the
sentence or language piece.

Conjuncts (phrases) -Conjuncts may be in phrases as in the examples
below. They can be at the beginning, middle or dndt as mentioned
earlier, shifting the positions of conjuncts meahiting the position of

the comma and emphasis.

In other wordswe were fully occupied.
We werejn other wordsfully occupied.
We were fully occupiedn other words

Conjuncts (clauses) €onjuncts could also be in clauses. Examples are:
To concludethey were all prepared for the great event.

They wereto concludeall prepared for the great event

They were all set for the great trip, conclude.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Punctuate the following sentences.

In Africa an important celebration like marriagenist a matter for the
nuclear family alone the members of the extendenhilya also
participate actively.

3.3 Disjuncts

Disjuncts are words, phrases or clauses that exjp@sosition of ideas.
They are readily detachable, but serve to make dontkof comment
on the ideas expressed.

Words e.g.

1. Naturally, he hated having to speak to her.
2. He, naturally, hated having to speak to her.
3. He hated having to speak to her, naturally

Phrasese.g.

1. In all frankness, he is the one | prefer.

2. He is, in all frankness, the one | prefer.

3. He is the one | prefer, in all frankness.
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Clausese.qg.
To tell the truth, we are not sure of him.

1.
2. We are, to tell the truth, not sure of him.
3 We are not sure of him, to tell the truth

3.4 Adjuncts

Adjuncts are words; phrases joined or added taxpression but are not
a necessary part of it. They can also be words caddequalify or
modify other words in a sentence. Some are adJveriiihe most usual
kinds of linking adjuncts are expressions of spauetime.

Words e.g.

1. Tomorrow we shall all visit him.
2. We shalltomorrow; all visit him.

Phrasese.g.

L

In those daysthat would be a taboo.
2. That would,in those dayspe a taboo.

d. Commas can be used for separating vocatives (a onouhe
special form of a noun used in some languages \addressing
someone or something) e.g.

1. Bola, listen to what | have to say.
2. Listen,my friend to what | have to say.

In all the examples given above, you will noticenhthe comma has
effectively been used to give meaning relationthéoexpressions.

4.0 CONCLUSION

We have been able to introduce you to four commarciuation marks
in English- the full stop, the comma, the questiomark, and the
exclamation mark. You will notice that we stoppedhwthe comma.
This is as a result of lack of space. The remaimngctuation marks
will be discussed in the next unit.
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5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, you learnt that:

1. the full stop or period is an important punctuatiark in
English

2. it is usual to mark with a full stop the end of gtien used to
give an order or make a request.

3. the question mark can also be used to mark th@kadtatement
with a high intonation in form of a question.

4, The comma is, apart from the full stop, the mosgfrently used
punctuation mark

5. the comma can be used for separating adverbiatguocts,

disjuncts and adjuncts)

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Punctuate the following passage.

In other words the education now provided is desigfor the few who
are intellectually stronger than their fellowsritiices among those who
succeed a feeling of superiority and leaves theoritgjof the others
hankering after something they will never obtain
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit we shall discuss some of the other mamy used
punctuation marks i.e. the colon, semi- colon,dhsh, the apostrophe,
brackets, quotation marks and the hyphen. Thespuaretuation marks
you may need from time to time while writing andings them
appropriately will make your work interesting andegit some form of
interesting aesthetics. Just go through the unileunthe various
subheadings for good understanding of the unitag@lenote that the
categorisations in this unit are as itemised by mMgel995. See
reference at the end of this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

e punctuate sentences using appropriate punctuawksm
o identify the different punctuation marks in any themn discourse.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Colon (3)
The colon is commonly used:

a. to link two clauses (the second being a restatement
explanation or an expression of the first) withic@npound or
compound complex sentence e.g.

These men are a credit to their village and coutitgir good deeds will
be remembered for long.

If you study the sentence above very well, you ndltice that the
second clause after the colon is an explanatigheofirst.

b. to introduce a list, in which case it is often méed bynamely
such asetc e.g.

He spoke on several of the issues: shortage dfilicash, poverty,
injustice, unemployment, industrial unrest, ancdse.

C. to introduce direct speech particularly in dramdigdogue e.g.
He said: ‘| am the president of this association’

d. to introduce a quotation as in e.g.
She was very fond of those immortal words by Spakes:
‘Cowards die many times before their death’

3.2 The Dash (-)
The dash is used:

a. to mark off an informal insertion, particularly ongth internal
commas e.g.
The girls - | should in fact call them the calllgirhave now

taken up arms.

b. to introduce a list, when a less formal mark thaolan is
required e.g.
She had all she wanted — sharpeners, rubbers, lsemngiers,
ink, bags, and paper.

c. to introduce a summary statement after a list e.g.
We bought pencils, rubbers, pens, ink, rulers amgep- in short,
all we need.
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more formal than the dash.

3.3 Semi-Colon (;)

The semi colon is a heavier version of the comma ibus less
frequently needed than the comma as a punctuatek. Aremo 1995
notes that it is commonly used to -

a. mark out the end of the first of two clauses linkgda
coordinator in a compound or compound complex seete.g.

He was a very reasonable young man; neverthelefsumel it but
difficult to make it in life.

b. to link two or more clauses in a compound or conmalsu
complex sentence e.g.

You certainly can come; it is everybody’s affair.

c. to mark out the boundary between coordinated ctaosphrases
with internal comma punctuation for the sake ofitfee.g.
The woman, whom you spoke highly of, came; andexe all

very happy to see her.
3.4 Brackets (Parentheses) ()

Brackets are used, like dashes and commas, tdf set imformal
insertion from the rest of the sentence:

It is said that mercenaries (I mean hired soldigasn other countries)
are fighting on the side of the rebels)

Please note that:

1. brackets and dashes are used to show more clharlycbommas
the status of an informal insertion

2. square brackets [ ] are used by a writer to endiisewn words
inserted in a quotation to make its meaning clegr e

The students [Bola, Ajayi and Aina] have proveth®sworld what you
are all capable of achieving.
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3.5 Quotation marks or inverted commas (*)

Quotation marks may according to preference, bglesithor double™.
They are used-

a. to enclose direct speech e.g.
‘In any case’, said the principal, ‘Mary is a gogitl'.

‘I'm happy you still can say such kind things abth little
girl’ said Mary’s mother.

‘He said: ‘I am the land-lord here’
Please note that:

1. The two sets of quotation marks, one double andtther single
are used for a quotation within a quotation e.g.
The witness said “He cried, ‘where have you keptrtfoney?”

2. Direct speech in dramatic dialogue is enclosedimtafion
marks:

a. to enclose quotation e.g.
She was very fond of those immortal words by Spakes:
‘cowards die many times before their death’.

b. to enclose words or expressions that the writes ea¢ wish to
claim as his own e.g.

1. As a child, she really believed that what she sawhe
moon was ‘a woman'’s beautiful face’
2. It is unbelievable that ‘John told the chief totgdell’

c. to enclose words and expressions that are unfaroilithat are
used in a special, not generally accepted sense e.g

1. One can talk at length about this ‘primitive’ larage.
2. It was all traceable to their leader’s ‘chop-chop’
mentality.

d to enclose the titles of stories, poems, arti@désor issued as

separate publications e.g..
The Raiders’ was published in his first collectmfrshort stories.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Write out four uses of quotation marks and suppour answer with
good examples.

3.6 ltalics

In a hand written or typed manuscript, italics banindicated through
underlining. Italics are used:

a. for titles of books, magazines, newspapers and @theks
published separately e.g..
The Daily times

The Guardian

b. titles of shorter works not issued as separateigatins
e.g.short stories and poems are enclosed in quotatiarke

C. for foreign words or expressions used in a text e.g
Thedramatis personaare found on the first page e.qg.

It was evening again and he was back at the rentabttle of
ogogoro

d. for words or expressions which the writer woulcklio be
carefully noted e.qg.
Thesemi-colomrmay be linked to two or more clauses

e. for items (words, phrases etc) illustrating a poihtisage e.g.

1. The man was here. (past tense)
2. The man is here. (present tense)

3.7 The Apostrophe ()

The apostrophe is used:

a. for indicating the genitive of some general proroaryg.
somebody’s dog

everybody’s affair

The apostrophe is not used for indicating the genif personal
pronouns e.g.

my/mine her/hers your/ yours

61



ENG223 ADVANCED ENGLISH COMPOSITION |

b. for indicating the genitive of nouns and noun phsas.g.
the girl's book
a child’s toy

children’s books

C. for marking omissions in reduced words and numbers
e.g.l'll (=1 will)
hasn't (= has
not) It's (= Itis)
We're (= We are -)

d. for indicating the plurals of numbers, letters aitdd words or
expressions e.g.
There are two O’s in
‘book’ The 7’s look like 1's
In the 1980’s

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Some of the sentences below need apostrophe. &atvitere they
should be.

1. It is hers.
2. Dr Ojo thesis is missing from the Library.
3. He hasn't been able to come back again.

4, I need some children story books.
.This does not need an apostrgphe _ - [ peteted: vour' is very beauifu.
3.8 The Hyphen ~~ { Deleted: 1

The hyphen is used to:

a. show when a single word has been broken at th@kode line
and completed on the next line e.g.
He came for the first time yesterday

Please note that the hyphen is placed at the etk dihe on which the
word is started not at the beginning of the follogviine

b. to link the component bases of some compound words
i.e. breath-taking
go-between

Please note that not all compounds are written aitlyphen. Some are
written solid e.g. dressmaking and some are writieen- e.g. tear gas.
The same compound can sometimes be written in itheahree ways

e.g. flower-pot, flowerpot, and flower pot.
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C. to link the component words of a multi — word itesed as a
single pre-modifier e.g.
They were all seven -month -old —babies. He
adopted his usual- | don't care attitude

d. to separate some prefixes from the base (partlgwelnen the
base begins with a capital letter or when the woolld
otherwise be mispronounced e.g.
co-author
re-present (preset again)

pro-lraq
3.9 Capital letters (ABC)
These are used at the beginning of:

a. the first word of a sentence
e.g.Today is her birthday.
You are all invited

b. all proper nouns(names of specific people, plateard words
derived from them e.g.
Bola Ojo, China, Sunday January, Independence day

Please note that with proper nouns, a capital isnathy used only at the
beginning of the open class items (nouns, adjexti@dverbs) e.g.

(the) Department of English
(the ) National Assembly
The National Assembly members are two hundredrimben

Words likecommittee, department, governmestateanduniversityare

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, g\l il A e

spelt with a capital when they are part of the prapouns or when they
are used as substitute for the proper nouns buvheh they are used as
ordinary common nouns e.g.

The National Assembly is on recess.
A committee should be set up immediately.
The House Committee on petroleum matters

recommended the removal of its chairman.

C. all tittes preceding proper nouns or titles usedudsstitutes for
proper nouns e.g.
Princess Aina, Chief Okonkwo, Miss Olabode, Thesident,
President Clinton
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d. the first and the last word and each of the opasscivords
(nouns, verbs etc) in the title of a book or aetielg.
The Beautiful Ones Are not Yet Born

Our Husband has gone Mad Again

e. Words of family relationship when used alone &lgually,
Father does not like such display of arroganceMather
only laughs at such.

Usually our father does not like such display abgance but

our mother only laughs at such.

When used with the first name, the words are gisdt svith a capital
e.g.

| think Brother James will understand this.

James is a brother to Alice.

The personal pronoun ‘I is always written withapéal e.g.
| prefer to go to Marks and Spencer but I'll ask fiancé to
go with me.

Some other punctuation marks are the ellipsis (nd) the caret (*) and
these are used to indicate omissions in a sentence.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit is the one that completes the discussiopunctuation marks.
We started with the colon and ended with just atmoerof the ellipsis
and the caret which are used to indicate omissions.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit you learnt that:

1. the colon is used to link two clauses

2. the colon is used to introduce a list

3. In a hand written or typed manuscript, italics banndicated
through underlining

4. a hyphen is used to show when a single word has treden at the
end of one line and completed on the next line

5. an apostrophe is used for indicating the genitfveome general
pronouns

6. The two sets of quotation marks, one double andther single are
used for a quotation within a quotation

7. Some other punctuation marks are the ellipsis (nd)the caret

(™ and these are used to indicate omissions entesce.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Itemise some of the uses of the colon. Give otlhamples apart from
the ones you have been given to support your answer
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The term ‘Beyond the sentence’ is borrowed frommeoel997 and it is
meant to refer to units of language that are biggesize and structure
than the sentence. In most of the earlier unitsdeat with individual

sentences in English. We have also dealt a litlln formation and

origin of some peculiar words in English. In thisity we shall move
ahead and talk about sentences and how they meltiteone another,
their well formedness in discourse (that is in gwmus speech or
writing) which involves more than a sentence. tiportant to note that
it is not only important for a sentence to be vietimed; it should also
flow with other sentences in the group. In otherdsg it should fit in

with every other sentence in its environment. Gough the example
below.

Mr James was a good business man. He gave gifts to
children at the school end of the year party.
Goats love raw yams. Congratulations on your newly

acquired Volvo 940.

If you look carefully at the sentences above, edchem is well formed
but the sentences taken together do not make sdrsey look
disjointed. They cannot form a unified whole. Thegnnot form a
unified whole the way they are except they are rigtem. Go through
the sentences below and see if there is a differdmetween the
sentences in the paragraph above and that below.
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Mr James was a good business man. He gave gifts to
children at the school’'s end of the year program.ldves
rearing goats for sale but they always end up gditis

yam stalks. His friends sent congratulatory messdge
him on his newly acquired Volvo 940.

If you examine the set of sentences above, youdisttover that they
are coherent and intelligible in sequence. The esemis are

interconnected in meaning and the events in ondesea seem
connected with the next. The sentences refer toséimee person- Mr
James mentioned in sentence 1. Sentence 2 refeasttof his goodness
by giving gifts to children at the end of the ygarty in his children’s

school. Part of his business acumen is revealegitence 3 in that he
loves rearing goats for sale. In sentence 4, hgtitoa new Volvo 940

for which he was congratulated.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

mention the lexical connective devices for sentearm®ection
identify the connective devices in any given largpiase
» use them appropriately in the construction of secege and

paragraphs.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

Some of the lexical devices that will be discussedhis unit are-
synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy, repetition and cakixns

3.1 Synonymy

This term is used to describe the relationshipimflar lexical items or
lexemes. It can be referred to as a relation ofese®s of meaning.
Aremo (1997) notes that, for two or more items ® rfegarded as
synonymous, they do not have to be interchangdaabéyery context.
According to him, the following synonym pairsprofound and deep
finish andend startandbegincan be substituted for each other in:

They all listened with | deep interest
* profound
Let's | start the course
begin
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We shalt{ finish]> the series next week.
end

They cannot be substituted for each other in —

They all swam across the | deep river
profound

Let's | start the engine
*begin

We shall| finish | the job next week
*end

Synonymous items may even differ in their connotatithat is, in the
emotional associations that are suggested by th&m.example the
words statesmanand politician though interchangeable, still differ in
their connotation in that some people think thaetsesman is associated
with greater freedom from deceit.

Palmer1966 notes five ways in which words can diffiem one

another:

1. Sets of synonyms which belong to different dialettthe
language e.g. Fall (US) Autumn (Britain).

2. Different degrees of similar situation require wettiat are used
in different styles e.g. a nasty smell, an obnosieffluvium, a
horrible stink Pass away/ die/ pass on/ pop off.

3. Some words may be said to differ only in their @wtor
evaluative meaning e.g. politician/statesman hatedeal liberty/
freedom midget /dwarf mountain/ hill.

4, some words are collocationally restricted - theycuscin
conjunction with other words e.g. rancid — goeshwiitutter
addled - goes along with eggs.

5. some words are close in meaning/ their meaningdagpve.g.-

mature, adult, ripe, perfect, due, govern, direchtrol,
determine, require, loose, inexact, free, relaxadue, lax,
unbound.

As a writer, one has to choose the most appropiatenym while
writing. A sign in the San Diego zoo wild animafkatates-
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bullyrag, vex, disquiet, grate, beset, bother,deasttle,
tantalise, or ruffle the animals.

It has often been said that there are no perfenbrsyms but the
following pair of sentences have very similar megsi

He is sitting on a sofa. / He is sitting on the clou

The degree of semantic similarity between wordseddp to a great
extent on the number of semantic properties theyeshFor example,
sofa and couch refer to the same type of object modt of their
semantic properties.

3.2 Antonyms

This is a relationship of oppositeness in meanihgt like synonyms,
antonyms do not need to be substitutable for e#fodr an all contexts.
The following pairs of words are antonyms and canshbstituted in

some cases while thgannotbe substituted in some other cases. Please __ - { Deleted: can not

note that these examples are from Aremo 1997. leve metails see the
reference at the end of this unit.

They can be substituted in -

Itis a long pole.
short

We can star the course now.
finis
The manis (dead
alive
They selll  old newspapers.
buy

They can not in

short
Heisa | *long man.
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start
We can A« *finish the engine now.

She told the story of the) dead man.
*alive

sell
They *buy them the auction.

We become aware of these distinctions in languagge tbrough our
exposure to the language. Just as we do not hafecper absolute
synonyms, there are no absolute antonyms as wak [ihguistic
context determines the usage and the appropriatenésa word.
Antonyms are of different kinds- complementary, datale and
relational opposites.

3.2.1 Complementary pairs

Some opposite words are complementary to each othemglish. They
are complementary in the sense that not being-tthst. e.g.

Alive/dead
Present/absent
Awake/asleep

This means that not alive =dead, not dead=alive.

At this point, the question can be asked of thoke,\for one reason or
the other, have become what we call vegetablest iShtaey are only

be in an unconscious state. Such people, even hhtlugy are not
clinically dead, they are dead to their environmdhtyou are not

present, you are absent. Yoannotdo the two together physically. - { Deleted: can not

—_— L T T I M)

3.2.2 Gradable antonyms

These kinds of words do not provide an absolutéesd@ith gradable
antonyms, the negative of one word is not synonysmaith the other.
For example, someone who is not happy is not nadgssad. Some
adjectives fall into this category e.g.

Big /bigger /biggest
Hot/ warm /cool /cold
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Big /small  fast/slow happy /sad

Gradable antonyms are often found among sets afsmbiat partition a
continuum i.e.

Tiny-small-medium-large—huge- gargantuan
3.2.3 Relational opposites
These are words that are linguistically relatethat they refer to a
reversal of relationship between a pair of relatexhs or kinship terms.
The items in this category are mutually exclusixg e
father/mother, brother sister, buy/sell lend/borfowive/receive,
husband /wife, parent/child, doctor/patient, teatpepil
SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Give the synonyms of the following words:

1. Expensive 4. Abandoned
2. Tradition 5. Scolded
3. advantages 6.Commanded

3.3  Hyponymy

This is a situation where there is a super-orditate. The general or
super-ordinate term is the larger set that housesther smaller ones.

e.g.

Red, green, yellow, blusc have their lexical representation as ‘colour
which is a super-ordinate term.

Lion, tiger, leopard, lynx (animal of the cat fapilvith tufted ears and
a short tail)have their lexical representation as Feline (catli the cat
family).While writing, you may find out that you eé to use these
words. So a good mastery of these kinds of lexdealces is important.

Sometimes, there is no single word in the langubge encompasses a
set of hyponyms. Thus, clarinet guitar, horn, maampiano, trumpet,

violin are hyponyms because they are ‘musical imsémts’ but there is

no single word meaning ‘musical instrument’ thas lleese words as its
hyponyms. The small elements are also referreds tooghyponyms of

the superordinate term. For example, tulip, roggisbus are hyponyms
of the term ‘flower’.
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3.4 Repetition

Repetitions are often for emphasise. Below is aangte of an
anonymous text with a lot of repetitions and antogy

As arule, man is a fool

When it is hot, he wants it cool

When it is cool, he wants it hot

Always wanting what is not
Anonymous

The wordswants wantingare repeated to emphasis part of human
nature. ‘When it is----‘is also repeated to lay éragis on the temporal
aspect of man’s demands. From the text we also lexaenples of
antonyms- i.e. hot/cool which are gradable antonyms

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Write five pairs of words with their relational opgites.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Lexical and grammatical connective devices are viamportant in
English. As a student of English, you should kntwent and use them
appropriately. And you can only achieve this thitowgnstant practice
and use of them. This unit deals with the firsttpafr these devices
where we have been able to go through synonymyongnty,
hyponymy and repetition. Some other lexical conmectlevices and
grammatical connective devices will be dealt withthe next unit.
Please go through the next unit for the remainiang pf the topic.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, you learnt that:

1. Lexical connective devices include lexemes or auniords such as
(nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs) whose sefestions shed
light on a reading text

2. synonymy can be referred to as a relation of sasseofmeaning

3. Antonyms are of different kinds- complementary,datale and
relational opposites.

4. gradable antonyms do not provide an absolute scale

5. relational opposites have items whose categorgsnaitually
exclusive

6. in complementary pairs, what is present in one ieabsent in the
other

7. Gradable antonyms are often found among sets alsithiat

partition a continuum
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Indicate whether the pairs of words listed below@mplementary,
gradable or relational opposites.

Good/bad
Parent offspring
Beautiful /ugly
False/true
Pass/ fail

Poor/ rich
Legal/ illegal
Asleep/ awake
Husband /wife
Fast/slow
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In Module 2 unit 3, we discussed some of the ldxiannective
devices. In this unit, we shall discuss collocaiomnd some
grammatical connective devices. You will find some all of them
useful at one point in time or the other.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

e mention the lexical and grammatical connective devifor sentence
connection

¢ identify the connective devices in any given largpiase
use them appropriately in the construction of sergs and

paragraphs.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Collocations

Collocations are the acceptable co-occurrence xitdé items in a

sentence. Lexical items co-occur. Items that relase ways are called
collocates. The units involved depend on each otfibere are two

types of collocations- free collocations and fixadlocations.

3.1.1 Free collocations
With free collocations, items co-occur naturallyg.e

Dog and bark
Fish and swim
Insect and fly
Butter and rancid
Fruit and rotten

These lexical items are free in the sense that sdh&s structural words
can be added to them to make meaningful sentenitteshem. e.qg.

Insects flyvery high in the sky.

This butter has goneancid.

Therotten mangoafruit was thrown away.

Bring me twobig and foursmall boxedrom the store.
Theriver flowsdown the hill.

With free collocations words naturally go alongwétach other.
3.1.2 Fixed collocations

These are otherwise known as idiomatic expressiosgmply idioms.
Examples are-

e asquare peg in a round hole (someone occupyingsanmot suited
for him)
a storm in a tea cup ( excitement over a small enptt
a dog in a manger (someone holding on to somethiaigis not
useful to him)

They are fixed in that ygoannotinsert any word in between these fixed - { Deleted: can not
collocations. The words are used in the order inckvithey are. For
example yogannotsay: __ { eleted: can not
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e -adogin agreen manger
e - astorm in a big tea cup
e - a big square peg in a round hole

Some of these idioms have however become clichéfave almost
gone out of use. An example is - kick the buckeiciwimeans ‘die’.
Another type of fixed collocations in English atergsal verbs. These
have been discussed in Module 1 unit 2. Where tlceyr in sentences
in English, they appear and function like idiombey pass specific
messages across. An example is ‘up the hill’ up.the hill task’
meaning that it is a difficult assignment.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Write five examples of sentences with free collmrs.
Write five examples of sentences with fixed collomas.

3.2 Grammatical Devices for Sentence Connection

Grammatical devices can be seen in terms of thewolg: conjunction,
ellipsis, substitution, structural parallelism.

3.2.1 Conjunctions

Conjunction can be referred to as the connectioseafences into units
of meaning in discourse. Quirk et al. (1985) ndtext conjunctions are
of two types- coordinating and subordinating confions.
Coordinating conjunctions are known as coordinatongile
subordinating conjunctions are knows subordinators. The three major
coordinators arand, butandor. In the following sentences:

1. We all expected him on the D-Dayyt he disappointed us by not
coming.
2. She was physically challenggdthe loved her.

The conjunctiorbut and the conjuncyet express a form of concession
and the fact that the sentences are connected.

Aremo 1997 notes that most of the meaning relatipssexpressed by
the conjuncts are also expressed by one or othéheofcoordinating
conjunctionsand, or, but. Andn particular can express enumeration,
reinforcement, summation, result etc dependinghencontext. Below
are examples of the various ways which the conjonend can be used
to express enumeration etc.
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Enumeration

There were two reasons why he preferred the appeimt Its location
was close byAndthe remuneration was good.

Reinforcement
Those were her young daysmdthey were her days of glory.
Summation

We walked the beach together, sang choruses agddigames. We
even phoned our close friends during the picind it was a very
refreshing time.

Result

He lifted the iron lid Andthe bees buzzed out in their thousands.
‘Or’ is used for ‘reformulation’ and ‘replacement’. e.g.
Reformulation

She was very talOr (rather) she was the tallest girl around.
Replacement

You could see your mother about@r you could see the doctor.
‘But’ is used for ‘contrast’ or ‘antithesis’ anddncession’. E.g.
Contrast/antithesis

He looks like a gentle maBut he is a crook to the core.
Concession

He was very lazyBut all the teachers thought that he was one of the
most diligent boys in the school.

‘For’ is a conjunction used to indicate a relatioipsof justification (or
reason/cause) e.g.

The stories all taught the children the need fod lveork. For the ants in
the stories were hard-working.
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The itemsneither, nor and either can also indicate some meaning
relationships indicated band ( e.g. reinforcemenandresult) They are
however normally used for connecting negative sw@e with negative
implications. e.g.

He did not finish the race.neither /nor did he win any prize
He did not win any prize

He did not lift the iron lid. neither/nor did the bees buzz out in their
thousands

The bees did not buzz out in
their thousands either

Please note the following as observed by Aremo 1997

a. With neitheror nor there is subject /operator inversion and the
negator ‘not’is not retained. e.g.
He did not---thiseither
----neitherdid he

b. While neither and nor (likandor but, occur only in the initial
position in their sentence, either occurs onlyhia final position.

C. Neither, nor.or eithermay be combined witandor butto link a
sentence with the preceding one. e.g.

And {eithe}did the bees buzz out in their thousands
nor

And the bees did not buzz out in their thousands.
3.3 Identification

Identification involves the use of certain deteremto point out the
relationship between certain items that have beentioned earlier in a
sentence. It is used within and across sentenges e.

He gave us the example of a man who travelled éontbon long ago.
According to him, the man came back after threekeeé exploring the
moon.

The determiner ‘the’ in the noun phrabe manis co-referential with a
earlier noun phrasea man. The determiners that are used in
identification are the definite articlthe and the demonstrativeshis
lthese, that /those e.g.
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He marrieda womanof honour.That womarwas like a mother to him.

Some of the questions he asked were on povertyiatien. Those
guestions were never answered by the minister.

Identification determinershe/this at times do not occur alone. They
occur with some other pre-modifying items suctsasie very, former,

last

Using the determiners with items likeame, veryhas the effect of
emphasising the co reference of their noun phrage e

A man can eat like a glutton this week, next week,

this very
man may go on three days prayer and
the same fasting

3.4 Structural Parallelism

This device is of value in sentence connection hat tit normally
suggests that there is some meaning relationshiptr@st or similarity)
between sentences with parallel structures.

This device involves giving identical structuresfams to two or more
sentences or parts of the same sentence withisetne sentence:

Bola was taughto work to prayandto hope.
Across sentences-

The villagershad hopedJagun would be well. Thelgad prayedhe
would be willing.

3.5 Substitution

This involves the use of proforms and pronoun pegfees as
replacements for particular words in a sentenceantptes of proforms
include- same, so, too, any both, each, neithemesonone etc.
Examples of pronouns are he, him, she her, hersming, we, their,
theirs, them etc. Substitutions prevent repetitiod for details of these,
see Quirk et al 1985The following are just a few examples of the
different parts of a sentence that can be substituAlmost every part
of a sentence can be substituted
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Bola and Tinu went out. They bought sweets and biscuits for their
younger sisters. (The subjeBela and Tinus substituted witfThey)

Feranmisings well Tinu does sdoo.
(whole predicatesings wellin the first sentence is substituted dyes

soin the second sentence )

For other examples of parts of a sentence thatbeasubstituted, see
Quirk et al. 1985 and Aremo 1995

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Write three examples of sentences in which subligtitu is
demonstrated. You can give examples of where sdimer @arts of a
sentence is substituted.

3.6 Ellipsis

Ellipsis is the omission of linguistic items whidtave been realised
elsewhere in the sentence. It is like substitutiothat it is used to avoid
repetition. In substitution, the item is replaceg &nother item (i.e

proform) In ellipsis, it is replaced by nothinglif$is can also be used
within and across sentences e.g.

He bough one and his wife two.

‘Bought’ used in the first clause has been ellipfesin the second
clause i.e

He boughtone and his wif¢bought)two.

Please note that in all the examples of the diffefends of ellipsis
below, the parts in bracket are the ellipted partsu should read the
sentences as if the parts in the brackets arédhaot.t

Ellipsis within nominal parts

Many young (men) and (many) old men prefer that.

He brought us books (on farming) and magazinesomifg.
We can send one (boy) or two boys.

Ellipsis within the verbal part

They have caught and dismissed the corrupt official
He was working an@wag studying at the same time.
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Ellipsis within the adverbial parts

You can go (by) air, (by) sea or (by) land.
He travels to (Lagos) and from Lagos everyday.

Ellipsis within the adjectival parts

He is very rich and (very) happy
We consider him much richer (than the other max) an

more successful than the other man

4.0 CONCLUSION

The lexical and grammatical devices discussed atalhthat we have
in English. We only dealt with the ones we feel ymed most in your
writings for now. If you still go through some diet references at the
end of this unit and some other grammar texts,witiufind more. You
will also notice that we dealt a lot on conjunatsl @onjunctions for the
singular reason that they occur more than moshefother connective
devices. We noted that collocations are the acb&ptzo-occurrence of
lexical items in a sentence and that they are oftijyes- free and fixed.
Conjunctions, ellipsis, substitution and structurahrallelism are
grammatical connective devices which are usefabimtinuous writing.

50 SUMMARY
In this unit, you learnt that:

1 collocations are the acceptable co-occurrencexifdeitems in a
sentence

2. there are two types of collocations- free collomadi and fixed
collocations

3. fixed collocations are otherwise known as idiomatipressions

or simply idioms

4, conjunction can be used to connect sentencesinits of
meaning in discourse

5. ellipsis is the omission of linguistic items whichve been
realised elsewhere in the sentence

6. this involves the use of pro-forms and pronoungnerices as
replacements for particular words in a sentence

7. structural parallelism normally suggests that thésesome
meaning relationship (contrast or similarity) bedwesentences
with parallel structures.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Conjunction can be referred to as the connectioseafences into units
of meaning in discourse. Write five sentences addhe various types
of sentence connections we can have with the coatidg conjunctions
and, butandor.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

According to the ABC of academic writing and ABC edsays, (see
reference at the end of the unit) student essayngrilevelops many of
the skills needed for other forms of academic wgitiA narrative essay
is one of the many different kinds of essay wrisirnthat students are
expected to engage in while in school and sometimnéside of school.

One of the features of essays is originality. Yoaiexpected to develop
the habit of thinking for yourself so that you daa original in thought

and expression. By being original, we mean thadestts think on their

own without the influence of anybody or any matefidey can then be
confident enough to express their opinions freelyany matter. For you
to be able to express yourself well in English oy garget language,
you should be able to think in that target languaige write expressions
that have no language interference or one thatntiagnal language

interference.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
¢ identify the basic features of the narrative essay

e explain the principles of writing narrative essays
e attempt the writing of narrative essays.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

Once you have decided to write either for pleasurexam, you should
choose or select an incident worthy of sharing withers or which you
think others will benefit from. You should ask yeelf if anybody will
find this of any relevance. If the answer to youestion is yes, then you
need to look for ways of making your story realthem by including
details that will sound real to them for their gnjeent and learning.

Some people prefer to write about themselves inaaative essay
probably because it is easier to narrate what heggb® you better than
what happened to others. By doing this, they cacrilee events vividly

and accurately. Human beings have a lot of expegethey share daily
with each other orally which if written would be aaerful narratives on
paper. One of the reasons we do not have someest tharratives
written down is probably because of laziness, laickme or money to

get them printed for others to read. | have hedrchany unexpressed
feelings, unfinished manuscripts, finished but Wwijshed manuscripts
etc some of which our generation could have besgkfitom. You can

become a part of the people who will produce thd set of novels for

the coming generation and the time to start is n®w.get prepared to
write different kinds of essays not only in thistusut in the next three
units as well.

3.1 Principles of Writing Narrative Essays

Once you have chosen the incident, you have toloewe story line
which indicates the plot, setting, characterslimax an anticlimax (at
times) and an ending.

3.1.1 The Plot

This has to do with the series of incidents formimg plan of action of a
story, play or poem. You have to decide on theeseof incidents you
want to write about. They could be ten, twentytefh etc. You also
have to order the events. Which one comes firstwvalnidh one comes
last. It must be ordered in such a way that you wit contradict

yourself. For example yooannotsay somebody died on Tuesday and { Deleted: can not

then he was seen driving around town the next Frittais therefore
important for you to know how the events occurred &aow they are
related to each other.

3.1.2 The Setting

Every narrative must have a setting. That is, fheethe story is set or
reference to specific places that are mentiong¢demarrative. You
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cannot write without situating your narrative oselit will look like a
fairy tale that is told by an excited human being.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Think of an incident that happened recently in Wwhjou were involved
in an accident (home or highway) and the seriesvehts that occurred
before the accident occurred. List them in the oafeoccurrence and
write a paragraph each on any two of them. Whayalo think about
them? Give it to a friend to go through and askhisther opinion.

3.1.3 The Characters

This is another convention of a narrative thattodse followed. If there
are no real characters, you must create them ahke theam say what
you want them to say and also achieve what you themh to achieve.
The characters must have specified names and dmscflhey must also
be able to interact with one another so that tleenth can be properly
understood.

3.1.4 Introduction

There are different ways of introducing a narrati@®me start by
introducing the characters while some people ptebensetting so as to
properly situate the narrative. What is importarthiat it should be done
in such a way that will prompt the reader to beriested and continue
reading. The introduction often gives the backgtiuniormation which
can help the reader to have a better understawditige narrative. If the
introduction is not interesting or challenging tstin the interest of the
reader, the book or narrative piece could be ah@edior put aside until
an opportune time when the reader feels he hasgenspare time for
such novels. Below is an example

WINTER IN LONDON can be rather unfriendly,
especially from the view point of a middle aged iédn
immigrant who had had the privilege of growing wpai
land that knew no winter. Winter was the season of
nostalgia, the time to assess the wisdom of evetuvieg
out of home in the first place to a far away lahds the
time when the trees are stripped of their plumed an
rendered stark naked.

Faces of men and women are squeezed together, gnakin
it hardfor the teeth to catch a glimpse of the idguyl
(From The Minister's Mother’s official car by Kehde A.
Ayoola p.1)
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The writer sets the pace by describing what wildeks like in London-
from a psychological point of view, the physicatetrees and plants, in
the environment and even people’s countenances.rddder already
has an idea of what to expect.

3.1.5 The Body of the Narrative

This is equally important and this is presente¢gamagraphs. A short
narrative could have about five paragraphs inclydime introduction
and the conclusion. A long narrative could havenamy as possible
depending on how the paragraphs could be dividdob@k on narrative
story could then be seen not only in terms of theagraphs alone but
the pages. You should write in such a way that wowld be able to
sustain the interest of your reader. Make yourat#m vivid by using
the appropriate language and connective devicegecket sentences and
paragraphs. Do not contradict yourself in your ai@on. Some people
are so good at giving attention to details in rtarea that you can
almost see the mental picture of the individualttoe situation being
described. As a narrator, you should know how tanest events,
people and places in such a way that will sustaéattention of your
reader. You should also write in such a way thatrrader will get the
essence of what you are trying to present.

3.1.6 The Climax and Ending

There should be a climax and an ending in any tieeraThere will

definitely be an introduction which has been diseds Your story
should not be flat. There should be some elemehtigpense which
would lead to a climax and an ending depending fen theme. A
narrative could simply be for entertainment. It eiegis on the motive of
the writer. He could just have the intention ofitakpeople’s minds
away from the busy frustrations of the day by pnéisg something that
will make them laugh. At times however, the writeray want to

instruct, give advice, or help people to be awdrgomething important
in the world around them. A narrative could alsal dry presenting a
moral lesson which every reader or listener camrrnlefiom. The

concluding paragraph is very important becauseithtite reader’s last
contact with the narrative. That is where the wrlidgs all the major
activities of the characters to a close. Go throtigh part of the
concluding paragraph of the extract that startetl winter in London-

Many who seek their fortune in foreign lands end up
sweeping, sweeping and sweeping until they twisirth
spines. They wash, wash and wash until their haysds
coarse. If you don't believe me, when next someone
returns from abroad, shake hands with them andwibu

86



ENG223 ADVANCED ENGLISH COMPOSITION |

know that they have not been dining with Her Majextt
Buckingham Palace.

(From The Minister’'s Mother’s official car by Ketda A. Ayoola)

From this conclusion, you will notice that the writhas a lesson for
readers to learn and this he makes clear in hisledimg paragraphs.

3.2 Narrative Technique

Once you have chosen the incident, the involveroénmeaders in the
story is important. You should try and make thedegaa part of the
story by carrying him/her along. You can even ratean incident or
the circumstances surrounding an incident andthellstory in another
interesting way. You should also be able to thinkowt some
generalisations in human experiences or endeavioatr the story
supports so that the reader can find himself is tfeneralisation. For
example, the general belief that hard work is pabfe while laziness
tends to poverty. The events in the story mustasefally selected and
explained.

In narratives, if the first person narrative tecjud is used i.e ‘I', it
draws the reader closer to share in an intimateudon. Narration is a
technique that you have to develop as a writer yd should make
your narration lively. You should also vary youylstso that you will
not bore your reader. Avoid unnecessary mannerisnspieech and
writing. For example, there is an expression whighny university
graduates use now which is uncalled for in mostesast is the
expression- ‘as in’. In most of the cases | havardhéhe expression
used, it has been uncalled for. This kind of maisnecan make your
write up boring. The third person singular or plurae ‘he’ ‘she’ or
‘they’ can also be used in narratives. Even thoiighuts a distance
between the narrator and the narrative it nevestiseénables the reader
to identify minimally or maximally with the narra®.

Below is another example of a narrative passage

Richard laughed at the jokes. He tried too not fift d
throughout the conversations, not to show how awéwe felt.
He preferred talking to the women, although he leadned not
to spend too long with a particular woman or Susaald throw
a glass at the wall when they got home He was dxhtfhe first
time it happened. He had spent a short time talkinglovis
Bacroft about her brother’s life as a District Coissioner in
Enugu years ago and afterwards, Susan was silairigdthe
drive back in her chauffeur- driven car.

(from Half of a Yellow Subby Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie p56)
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In this narrative, the third person singular isdusehe names of some
individuals are also mentioned. You will notice ttHeom this short

paragraph, you have been informed about Susan’pelement. As a
writer, you can introduce your characters in défgrways to get your
reader acquainted them and the situations arowemd.tBuilding up the

essay paragraph by paragraph will form a unifiedolehand an

interesting piece.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, we have been able to go through hesags are written in
general and in particular we have highlighted safthe principles of
narrative essays. We have tried not to allow yowged used to full
sample essays because most students then pataredsbays after such
essays thinking it is the only model. We want youé able to think on
your own and be creative. Remember that we said sfmauld be
original. That is why in this unit and the remaipithree units, we shall
try to give samples of sections of the differenhde of essays.
Remember that you need to sustain the interestwf yeader and do not

We took time to go through them so that you wilinesmber to use
them. This is the time to put into practice allttiyau have learnt in
modules 1 and 2.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit you learnt that:

1. a narrative essay is one of the many differentkiofdessay writings
that students engage in while in school.
2. one of the features of essays is originality.
3. you are expected to develop the habit of thinkrgyburself so that
you can be original in thought and expression
4. the plot has to do with the series of incidentsriog the plan of
action of a story, play or poem.
5. the setting has to do with reference to specifaces that are
mentioned in the narrative.
6. the characters must have specified names and dumscti
7. in narratives, the first person narrative technigae be used i.e ‘I’
and this draws the reader closer to share in émaie discussion
8. you should think about some generalisations in huewperiences
or endeavour that the story supports so that thaerecan find
himself in this generalisation.
9. usually, a narrative ends by presenting a morablesvhich
every reader or listener can learn fr
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
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Your younger brother or sister's naming ceremony wawhole day

affair in your house the day it was held. In fattvas not held on the
eight day which was the usual practice because fefwathings that

happened before the birth of the child and afterNarrate what

happened throughout the naming ceremony to yossnlates. (Write it
down, you can then narrate it to your classmatdbearpresence of your
tutorial instructor who will award marks).
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

One of the ways in which you can get involved inatvilou are writing
and also get your readers involved is to vividlysaée the people,
places, things, experiences and situations in ywiting. The ability to
describe is a universal value of good writing (N&s8tacey (1997). By
all means, a detailed description is better thageaeral one. People
usually prefer the concrete to the abstract. Whaeagler is able to
visualise what the writer is trying to say througivid descriptive
devices, the reader understands better and identifore with the work.

Not all writings demand colourful description, fekample- scientific
reports do notWhatever means of description you employ depemds o
the purpose of the writing. Nash & Stacey (1997)180mmarise what
readers do to most texts in the following extract-

A reader assumes a passive receptive role. He ks
the picture, audits the lecture, accepts the ré&vela
beholds the scene, suspends disbelief, and admhitshis
consciousness this world the writer has made a®ihe
world there is.

According to Nash & Stacey (1997), lively descops of people,
places and things endow your text with energy dra tinvolve the
reader in your meaning. Your ability to describeaisvay of making
something look, sound, smell, taste, hear, feddlemome more of what
you want it to be. Description makes your writingemorable and
appealing to whoever is going through it.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

¢ identify the basic features of a descriptive pieteriting
e explain the principles of writing descriptive essay
e attempt the writing of descriptive essays.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

For you to practice the art of description, youd&v be involved yourself.
Section 3.1 presents an instance of imaginativergeg®n. Go through the
example from Nash & Stacey (1997:132) in the negtisn.

3.1 Formal and thematic purposes of fictional descripthn
Below is a descriptive text.

At almost one O’clock | entered the lobby of thelding
where | worked and turned towards the escalators,
carrying a black Penguin paperback and a smallewhit
CVS bag, its receipt stapled over the top. The latma
rose toward the mezzanine, where my office wasyThe
were the free-standing kind: a pair of integralnsig
swooping upward between the two floors they served
without struts or piers to bear ay intermediateghtiOn
sunny days like this one, a temporary, steepetatscaf
daylight formed by intersections of the lobby’s g
volumes of marble and glass, met the real escaldtist
above their middle point, spreading into a needyaasf
shine where it fell against their brushed-steet gidnels,
and adding long glossy highlights to each of thackl
rubber handrails which wavered slightly as the haitgl
slid on their tracks, like the radians of blacktéusthat
ride the undulating outer edge of an LP.

(Nash & Stacey (1997:132)

As the first paragraph of a novel, its main purp@séo establish the
scene for the story. In this paragraph, a plackessribed. A man enters
the building after lunch hour and he is carryingieahings.

3.1.1 Close Observation

For you to be able to describe adequately, you teeshgage in close
observation and be able to identify and name tirggshthat you see,
their placement or position where they are pla¥edi can do this by
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closing your eyes and with your mind eye imaginetou see or what
you used to see. Document the result of your mirjdigney. If
possible, then go to the place and see things gdilisiand document
them again. In this way you have two lists whicHl Wi useful later
when you want to write.

3.1.2 Close Selection

Apart from the fact that you need to observe clpgel also have to do
a close selection of the things you see and the goe want to name
and bring to focus so that they can match youratiae action. If you

everything you see. The reader would have to use ilmagination to
fill in the gaps in the world of the story or evédagting described. There
is a relationship between descriptive detail andati@e action and they
must fit one another. Fiction writers build a wotftat is close to the
social world in which we live and the sensory immgee the tools they
use in building this world. Description of the sesnand actions are
given but the description should not be done irhsaiavay that it will
overpower the action except it is required by tiere. What people do
and say in the imagined world is what sustainsimterest.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Can you imagine where your workplace or facultylsthere any main
entrance to the place? Is there a particular do@ebof doors you go
through before getting to your office or Facultfied? Are there any
remarkable things there you never bothered youtsétfok closely at as
regards some specific details? Choose that plaemyother place you
think you want to describe, try to go through iuyanind’s eye. As you
come into the place, list the objects you see eithgour left or to your
right, in front of you etc. then try to select thiees you think are worthy
of note and attempt a description of that placeymdwill be surprised
at the information you have on paper which you hageer bothered
yourself about.

3.1.3 Formulate an Impression

Just imagine that you now have the list of thingtha entrance of your
faculty as you were asked to do in the exercise@bidecide on a point
of view- that is- do you want to imagine yoursetfiny the action or
someone else? It would either be ‘I’ or he /she E@ving a point of
view or creating one will make you actively pamiaie in the story or
narrative yourself. You must discover and createimpression. The
impressions will be what you feel about a persoreeent or situation.
You must examine yourself on why you think the way do through
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the impression you have created. Your impressioll guide the
selection of the details you include in the naveatiThe details must
then fit into the plot of the story. Do you knowathf you believe that
the entrance of your faculty is beautiful, you vaiteate that impression
with the way you describe the details.

3.1.4 Practise Free Writing

Writing is a way of expressing yourself. And onettod types of writing
that is common among students is free writing. Whatportant is for
the ideas to flow and as long as you keep on wg,itivhatever is wrong
in your writing can always be corrected. Let usdgma that you want to
write on the entrance of your faculty as we memtrearlier. You
already have the list with you and you have alseegirough the place
again to reconfirm your mind selection. You camntis¢art by trying to
put something on paper. Many students ask thenmséieev am | going

writing. Look up at the title and write somethingpu may discover that
you have cancelled a lot of things and that thekwsrrough. Do not

mind the mistakes. The advantage of this type d@ingris that you are

alone and nobody sees those mistakes. After yoe Isavibbled for

some time, stop and go over what you have wriffepn.to correct them

if you can at that point in time or you can sleegroit and then try to see
how you can correct the paragraph or page. If \whunaost writers, they
will tell you about this experience of theirs anowhthey got over it.

The approach you have been told is at best gootbfay story writers

who are not under any examination pressure.

As a student writing a descriptive essay in an exation, what takes
the place of free writing is concentrated thou@hdscription is used to
create worlds for creative writing, literary joutlmapersonal letters,
stories and plays, travel accounts, poetry and riremim some other
expository or stricter forms of academic writingsiters do not try to

create independent scenes, situations or worldslestriptive essays,
you have to involve your readers as you explore tpc through

naming and detailing of events, people and places.

For classroom exercises which are meant to be s$tdshimmediately
or during examinations, you have to take time qué&ferably seven to
eight minutes to think and just organise your thdagYou just do not
pick up your biro and start writing without doingrse free thinking
about the topic and how to go about it. You jusbhead and use words
to describe your observations.

In descriptive essays, we use words to convey vgoatething, or
someone, a situation, an incident is like. Desogha thing is different

94



ENG223 ADVANCED ENGLISH COMPOSITION |

from when you are evaluating. You are not arguimgerpreting or
evaluating (judging). In descriptive essays, thera lot of explanation
of facts presented on things seen. Essays canithéoshe descriptive
when they present facts and ideas with little argoinor interpretation.
Below is an example fronHalf of a Yellow Surby Chimamanda
Adichie-

His aunty walked faster, his slippers making sl&p-s
sounds that echoed in the silent street. Ugwu w@adi
she too could feel the coal tar getting hotter uneath,
through her thin soles.------ . He smelt somethiweet, as
they walked into a compound and was sure it came fr

the white flowers clustered on the bushes at tihmece.

The bushes were shaped like slender hills. The lawn
glistened, butterflies hovered around.

In the text above, you will notice that it is thetians of human beings
that are described in the first part of the panalgraot a location, while
some plants were described in the later part. Hueative point of view
is basically the third person singular- ‘he’ alomigh the invisible ‘they’
Describing the lawns further would bring in ‘it'" agpoint of view.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this chapter, we have talked about the desegptiethod of writing
essays. There is a common saying that —'if you givean a piece of
fish, he will still be hungry but if you teach hine@r to fish, he will never
be hungry because you have shown him/her a medivelifiood’. That
is why most of what has been described here issgetawards making
you know how to write these essays and not giving gamples to
cram. Once you know the principles involved, yon eaways face any
topic no matter how challenging. For you to be afdegive vivid
descriptions, you have to be observant and formhtat of giving
attention to details. You have to create an impoesky getting a point
of view through which the narration will be donee& writing helps you
to start off if you are scared of where to startl dree thinking for
examinations and class assignments will help ygamise your thought
before putting them on paper.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit you learnt that:
1. you should vividly describe the people, places)dhkj experiences,

situations in your writing.
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2. for you to practice the art of description, you &é&w be involved
yourself

3. engage in close observation and be able to ideatiy name the
things that you see, their placement or positioenetihey are placed

4. for you to be able to describe adequately, you rteedngage in
close observation and be able to identify and n#meethings that
you see, their placement or position where theypeed

5. do a close selection of the things you see andrtles you want to
name and bring to focus so that they can match yatrative action

6. having a point of view or creating one will makeuyactively
participate in the story or narrative yourself

7. practise free writing which is a way of expressyogrself

8. description is used to create worlds for creatiwiting- such as
literary journals, personal letters, stories analyp) travel accounts
poetry and memoirs

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Describe what you saw on a recent journey you nfiaae your village
to the city in your country.
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UNIT 4 THE PERSUASIVE/ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Research
3.2 Introduction
3.2.1 Ordering Sentences in an Introduction
3.3  Paragraph Flow
3.4 Summary
3.5 Editing
3.6  Conclusion of the Essay
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

In persuasive or argumentative essays, we try twvinoe others to
agree with our opinions and facts, and share oluesaFor you to be
able to convince another person, you need to know Yacts and be
able to present them convincingly enough. You havbe sure of the
facts by making sure your sources are correct anifiable. You should
remember that since you are writing, many peoplé see your work
and that is why you need to be sure your factsramder or else you
will not be able to convince anybody. You will ongnd up being
frustrated by the time people start dismantling i think you have
built up.

Unlike narratives and descriptive essays whichlmabased on fiction,
argumentative writings are hooked on facts. Yoasoaing must sound
logical to the human mind and your motive achiegabl

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

explain what argumentative essays are

identify some of the strategies for writing arguitagive essays
use some of these strategies for writing sectid@sgumentative
essays for class presentation or take home assigame
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

Some of the strategies discussed here are thoseifield by study
guides and strategies (see reference at the enthisf unit) In

argumentative essays, we try as much as possildentgnce people to
adopt our way of thinking. You can use the follogviguidelines while
writing.

3.1 Research

It is important that you do some fact finding wank whatever topic you
choose. Decide on the facts or the points you wanpresent, their
number and how you want to arrange them. This oitant because
your style of presentation matters a lot. Some [gestart by giving

heart provoking questions to the audience or resad@r example, you
can have questions such as-

Ladies and gentlemen, why do you think we have temispower
failure?

Why are our roads as bad as they are?

Why can we not feed our families with balancedsfiet

These are thought-provoking questions that bordepeople’s welfare
and which are likely to draw the attention of tkader or the listener to
the topic. If the arguments that follow these qguest are well managed,
the speaker is likely to convince the audienceis¢hir side. For you to
make convincing statements on a topic that bordershe questions
above, you need to research into some of the cafspswer failure,
problems of food production in the country, roadnagement in the
country etc.

Some people, on the other hand, start with sonusialls while some
others just go straight to the topic, declare tis&and on the issue and
give reasons for their arguments. Some people witrtpleasant jokes
while some start on a level ground emotionally &men build up to
elicit the interest, concern and compassion ofatiidience. You have to
think about possible emotions/ emotional reactamd use them in your
discussion of the topic.

3.2 Introduction

Introductions are very important because they diheereader the first
impression of the write up. Bill Daly, (1997) infiting introductions to
argumentative essays (see reference at the ergediirtit) notes that
there are four parts of an introduction- It introds the topic, states why
the topic is important, states the differencespifion about the topic

99



ENG223 ADVANCED ENGLISH COMPOSITION |

and describes how the assignment will be structuwed what the
writer's stand is. All these should be orderednrirgroduction.

3.2.1 Ordering sentences in an introduction

In an introduction, sentences should be orderesugh a way that the
writer’s line of argument or position is clear. Belis an example of an
ordered introduction from the model essay on MaRagks by Bill Daly
(see reference at the end of the unit)-

The issue of whether we should allow marine pavkstay
open has been widely debated in our community thcen
It is an important issue because it concerns fureddah
moral and economic questions about the way we use 0
native wildlife. A variety of different argumentsibe been
put forward about this issue. This essay will cdesi
arguments for having marine parks and point to sofme
the problems with these views. It will then putviard
reasons for the introduction of laws which prohithiese
unnecessary and cruel institutions.

You must make sure that as a writer, your introoiycsentences are not
haphazard. Write in such a way that the reader lv@llencouraged to
continue reading your work. The first sentencenim éxample above is a
general opinion on what people’s feelings are amifisue of marine

parks and the writer then zeros in on his/her otand in the last

sentence.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 1

The sentences below are from Bill Daly’s writings argumentative
essays (see reference at the end of this unitfdrput the sentences in
the correct order. They make up the introductionaof article on

whether Australia should become a republic.

a. As aresult, the issue is a very controversialame has attracted a
lot of debate.

b. It will then put forward a number of reasons whys#&alia should
change to a republican form of government.

c. The question of whether we maintain the monarchyoismerely a
legal detail but is intrinsically linked to the wawye perceive
ourselves as a distinct nation of people with Menddentity and
culture.

d. Since the time of federation, Australia has beenoastitutional

monarchy with the Queen of the United Kingdom aséad of state.
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e. This essay will consider some of the argumentarfaintaining the
monarch as head of state and will outline soméefproblems with
this position.

f. However, today many Australians are questioningthdrethis form
of government is still relevant or appropriate and suggesting that
we move towards the establishment of a republic.

3.3 Paragraph Flow

It is important that as you develop your paragrapghsre must be
paragraph flow. This is where you have to make aofs¢ransitional
words that you learnt in the earlier units- however addition,
nevertheless etc. You should be able to quote sswtinformation to
support your argument and establish authority fdratwyou have
written. As much as possible, you should make gukyour arguments
are logical and sensible. Try as much as possibteton contradict
yourself or else, the purpose of writing an argutatve essay will be
defeated. There could be as many paragraphs asatudepending on
the purpose for which the essay is written. Ifsiti class essay, it may
not be more than five or six and this includes ititeoduction and the
conclusion. But if you are contributing to a newsgraarticle it could be
more than that.

3.4 Summary

This is a very important aspect of the essay. Wrdtie essay is written
or presented orally, summarising the major poistdniportant. If a
writer has presented a number of points, the reamsr forget some of
them. If the major points are not summarised toimdrthe reader of the
salient points you have advanced to support yoguraent, the reader
may forget. While writing the summary, you needdééer to the initial
paragraphs and the main points. Your conclusiounlshestate the main
ideas and emphasise the importance of the arguments

3.5 Editing

This is an important aspect of any essay writingjast argumentative
essays. You need to go over your work and makenetlessary
corrections before you submit. There could havenlmeeissions- that is
some points or ideas you wanted to include which fargot while

writing. On the other hand, there could be somentsoivhich you

included at a point but which you found unnecessengn you went
over again. There could also be punctuation antlirspenistakes which
if uncorrected could mar the presentation or essay.
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The advent of computers has however made editisy because it is
just a question of deleting and re-writing. Aftesuyhave edited your
essay, go over the whole essay again to be surgdbaideas are well
presented. If it is not a class assignment wheegyeane is expected to
present their work individually, you could give yoessay to a friend to
go through for you. Ask for their comments. If thas any form of

criticism, check your facts again before you subyoitr work.

3.6 Conclusion of the Essay

Conclusions are as important as introductions. ddrelusion is aimed
at informing the reader that you have come to the ef your
presentation and that you have covered all the itapb points. Some
writers  try to highlight these important points inthe
summary/conclusion so as to remind the reader efwtiter’s line of
argument. The conclusion must be carefully writexcxause this is the
last part of your essay that the readers will cemeontact with and it
will make a lasting impression on them. Below is example of the
conclusion from the model essay on marine parkeeasrded by Bill
Daly (1997)

In conclusion, these parks should be closed, dheat
very least, no new animals should be captured farina
parks in the future. Our society is no longer pregato
tolerate unnecessary cruelty to animals for sciesmoe
entertainment. If we continue with our past crimgginst
these creatures we will be remembered as cruel and
inhuman by the generations of the future.

In your conclusion, you need to restate your ovde sif the argument
which you have presented strongly in your essay ¥tso need to
include two or three sentences which give a germraimary of your
side of the argument. You can also provide inforomaton the

consequences of not heading your advice and whathity stands to
gain if people identify with your stand on the igsu

Sentences can also be ordered in a conclusion e gi logical
presentation to the concluding part of the argum¥ot should try to
order the sentences in your conclusion so thateghder can make up
his/her mind on what decisions to take as regacrdeing or rejecting
your line of argument
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 2

Below are some sentences that make up the conglysmt of an
argumentative essay. Re-arrange them in an acdepgatad logical
order. These sentences are taken from Bill Dal{f897) sample
sentences of a concluding paragraph of an arguthentassay. (see
reference at the end of the unit).

a. If we fail to meet our obligations in this area, wél be sacrificing
our present and future well-being merely in orderappease out
dated notions of family life and to achieve shertt financial
savings.

b. In conclusion, it is essential that we supportrtegon’s parents and
children by funding more childcare places.

c. Only in this way can we provide the valuable leaghénvironments
that young Australians need while, at the same,tintitising the
skills of all productive members of our society.

d. The entire community will then be enriched econaihjc socially

and culturally.

After rearranging the sentences, read them oubto glassmates and
find out if you all got the gist of what the consion is all about.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this work, we have been able to highlight what e&xgumentative
essay is and what the main components are. Argatiemtessays are
meant to persuade and convince the reader to agwept line of

reasoning. Researching the topic is important Exaou need strong
points to convince your reader to change his/heniop about a

particular topic or opinion. The introduction are tconcluding sections
are very important as they introduce the readehé¢otopic and remind
the reader of the essential points at the endeoéfisay.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, you learnt that:

1. for you to be able to convince another person,need to know
your facts and be able to present them convinciagbugh.

2. in persuasive or argumentative essays, we tryneinoe others to
agree with our opinions and/or facts, and sharevalues.

3. you have to be sure of the facts by making sure gources are
correct and verifiable.

4. itis important that you do some fact finding wark whatever topic

you choose.
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5. in an introduction, sentences should be orderetidh a way that
the writer’s line of argument and position are clea

6. you must make sure that as a writer, your intraghycsentences are
not haphazard.

7. itis important that as you develop your paragrafiere must be
paragraph flow.

8. whether the essay is written or presented oralijyrearising the
major points is important.

9. the conclusion must be carefully written because iththe last part
of your essay that the readers will come in contath and it will
make a lasting impression on them.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Do you believe that human beings are born equal?

Write an essay either in support or against thanclahe length of the
essay should be about five hundred words. Whilgnggido not give to
a friend as all of you will be writing on the topiEdit it yourself and
submit to your tutorial instructor.
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UNIT 5 EXPOSITORY ESSAYS

Composition can be many things; a liberal art, metts
sullen craft, a parliament of one, but never a enatf
regulations handed down from above. Ever a dicthtpr
nor yet an anarchy, for there are some rules aftdyut
they are such governing principles as the govemadt
discover for themselves, in a free society of wgti
(Nash and Stancey 1997:182)

Starts with life; makes a text; then a revisioerktly, a
second seeing; an afterthought erasing some bulihot
the original while writing something new over thiesf
layer of text

(Gore Vidal, Palimpsest, in Nash and Stacey (1997)

In this unit, we shall discuss expository essayglwiare another form
of writing which you may be required to do as avensity student. You
need to be versed in writing different kinds ofassbecause of both
current academic challenges and future societa@ations of a person
of your calibre. Much is expected of you in the dab market and
socially as a citizen of any community. The typeesefay described in
this unit is such that require in-depth information

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Choosing a Topic
3.2 Developmental Pattern Writing
3.2.1 Definition
3.2.2 Cause and Effect
3.2.3 Classification
3.3 Organisation
3.4 Research Work
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

An expository essay is any type of essay or writthgt is used to
describe, explain or inform the reader on a speoifiparticular aspect
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of a topic. This is common in the sciences and hhmanities. The
student may be required to give in-depth informmatio demonstrate in-
depth knowledge of the circumstances surroundipgrécular thing or
situation. In other words, the writer is expectedting to the fore some
verifiable facts on the topic to be discussed. #edwe the objectives of
the unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

explain what expository essays are

« identify some of the strategies for writing exposjtessays

e use some of these strategies in writing sectiorexpbsitory essays
for class presentation or take- home assignments.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

Some of the strategies for writing expository essdlyat will be
discussed in this unit are similar in some waysdme of the ones that
have been discussed in some of the earlier unitsbBcause repetition
makes for emphasis, we shall still mention somé¢hefm in this unit.
Below are some of the steps we need to take whalenpg to write an
expository essay.

3.1 Choosing a Topic

Before you can say you want to write, you must hhasd a topic in
mind. In regular classroom situations, studentsuatelly given topics
to write on. But occasionally, students are allow@adhoose a topic of
their own. Once you have a topic, you have to stheytopic very well
so that you will know if it requires a short resperor a long one. This
information is important because your lecturer rhayexpecting a long
essay from you while you think it is a short oneu¥Ymnay loose marks if
you do not write up to the required length becatiseould mean you
have not fully discussed some essential pointhéndssay. In such a
situation you have not met the expectations of yeaturer. You must
be sure of what is expected of you in terms of ye$sagth so that the
topic can be well discussed. Your topic should alsbbe too narrow as
this will make it difficult for you to get enougladts for the specific
length of essay. In your choice of topic selectipm) must make sure
you choose a topic that is big enough to be diszlibsit narrow enough
to be managed e.g.

1. The disappearance and reappearance of groundrarhjolg in
Northern Nigeria: the need for a reappraisal.
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2. The use of firewood for local combustion in Niger@apoint to

consider.

3. Empowering women through small scale businesshiégieria-
the way forward.

4, Normal and excessive use of drugs.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Imagine that you are in a school where majorityhaf students smoke
and take hard drugs. Many of them misbehave irscasl are rude to
their tutorial instructors, insulting and quarnegi with other students
while some do not attend lectures at all. The sthathority does not
like these kinds of behaviour and has thereforedsiou to write an
expository essay on the topic - ‘Normal and exaesase of drugs’.

How will you start?

What are some of the research work you need to do?
What reference materials will you consult?

How will you order your points?

3.2 Developmental Pattern Writing

In the article on writing excellent expository egsaguidelines and tips
by custompapers.com (see full reference at theoénile unit), a few

steps are highlighted on the kind of developmepéterns that can be
adopted while writing expository essays. In thistiem, some of these
tips will be discussed.

3.2.1 Definition

You may have to define some terms in your attengptwtite an

expository essay. For example, writing an expogiessay on a topic
such as ‘Reminiscences on the Nigerian Civil WarTte Oil Industry

in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria’ require yogiving definitions or

explanation of terms such as — reminiscences, tndusiger Delta etc.
You may wonder why you need to define or explairatyou mean by
Niger Delta when it is so clear to everyone heitge &inswer is simple.
Delta is, so you have to explain and also inditla¢elocation. This will

make your discussion of the topic interesting vigitd realistic. You
may need to give examples of some of the thingsmeuation so that
your illustrations can be clear to the reader.
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3.2.2 Cause and Effect

In a developmental pattern you may need to illtstthe connection
between events or how one event is dependent atheanor how one
event is as a result of a previous one. Do notefotgat you need to
substantiate your points at any point in time. Youst not be found to
be giving wrong claims. Remember that if your viagtiis made public,
someone else can quote you or refer to somethingsga later on or
some years to come. And you would not want to t&epresented.

3.2.3 Classification

You may need to do some classification while wgtithe essay. For
example, you may have to classify the effect ofaieractions taken by
the Federal government during the civil war to fdeao determine
whether they were positive, negative, profitablegvastating or
necessary. This may involve listing some observedsaltant effects of
some decisions taken. But you have to be carefulitathis. Expository
essays are revealing so you must be careful noint@own individuals.
You can use expressions that are not absolutes werare not too
sure. You can use expressions such @®bably---, unconfirmed
sources--, an eyewitness’ account-But where you are absolutedyre

of your claim and you have substantiated factsh@nissue, you can
refer to such while writing.

3.2.4 Compare and Contrast

You may need to do some form of comparative workiraes. As a
writer may have to examine the basic differencesvéen the actions
taken and actions not taken at times. You can doesdorm of
comparison or a critical analysis of the topic wers or situations.

3.3 Organisation

This has to do with the arrangement of the work agole, the number
of paragraphs, the points to discuss, the arrangeofethe points etc.
You have to decide on the number of paragraphsment but this also
has to do with how long the essay is. Most schesags have about five
paragraphs whereas some higher institution essayd be up to seven
or eight including the introduction and the summafythe points you
want to consider are many, you then have one inttdy paragraph, a
body of paragraphs and a concluding paragraph. dwmuld discuss
each major division of your work appropriately ardearly in
paragraphs so that the reader would be able torstasel what you are
talking about and follow your line of reasoning.
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3.4 Research Work

Most students start writing essays without tryindgiihd out something
about the topic. You need to research on the tgpic want to write
about. You may have to find out about the origiraaford, the meaning
of a concept, the usefulness of an object, ideacamncept etc.
Researching a topic always enriches your work. Bipo essays in
particular are meant to dig out facts about a sdneor thing and since
you are not an encyclopaedia, you cannot know évieiy. You need to
consult books, dictionaries, encyclopaedias, imeretc as resource
materials. The internet in particular is a veryuadlle resource material
which you can consult on any area of study. But emiver to
acknowledge your source of information. That istib# mark of a good
academic. If however, you find it difficult to gejood reference
materials, you have to take time to think on thgiccand go through
some local newspapers and magazines peradventureijfdind some
useful information on the topic.

Just to give you an idea of how to construct yoemtences in an
expository essay, below is an extract on the intctaty section of a
write up titled ‘Failure of state administrationy lBamidele Ayo in his
book Public Administration and the Conduct of Communéffairs
Among the Yoruba in Nigeria

One way of measuring the success or failure of goaents in modern
societies is to assess how far such governments gieveloping or
failing to develop the conditions for satisfying thasic needs of the
people they govern. -----------

The form of governance in Africa is largely cernisadl. This manifests
itself not only in the political and administrativealms, but also in the
allocation, distribution and utilization of humafipancial, and material

resources. National governments have also intrudedne way or the

other, in the activities of non-governmental orgamions (NGOSs),

including religious organizations. All efforts tcecentralize decision
making power, and allocation and distribution ofoerrces, have been
frustrated by central governments in Africa.

State control of national resources and monopolyd@gision making
power has retarded socioeconomic development (Ajleddost of

Africa’s population live below the poverty line pArvasive intervention
of the state in the management of national ecor®nnethe post-
independence African states remains the sourcheofragedies which
contemporary Africa is forced to live with ( Musad\3-5).
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Yet many social scientists drawn from Africa arg wWestern countries
have influenced and supported this centralized apph to governance
and social and economic development in Africa. Sofrthese authors
include Aboyade, Apter, Esman, Huntington, and Mainge (1980),

At the same time, there is a good number of otbkolars from other
disciplines, especially the broader humanities, Wuawe challenged this
approach. These scholars see parallels to thisraénéd approach to
constituting order in autocratic and exploitativegimes and in the
pathologies of the Ancient Regime in France. Sofrtheonoble critics
of autocratic regimes in Africa (civilian and méity regimes) include
Wole Soyinka, Chinua Achebe, James Ngugi, Mongp Blexander

Biyidiaka, Camera Lye, and Jack Mapanje, to menjish a few. These
and other critics have through their literary writis launched
persistent attacks on the autocratic regimes incAfr

(FromPublic Administration and the Conduct of Commuaiffairs BY

S. Bamidele Ayo, PhD)

You will notice that the writer of the text aboveade reference to many
scholars to substantiate his /her points abougthernance in Africa.
This is just the introductory part of the essay.eTwriter quoted
authorities who have worked in this area of stuliyg with the dates
their works were published. He even referred toesofithem asnoble
critics.

All these are important in an expository kind okag It is a more
serious essay than the argumentative essay. Ydunatice that we

started from the narrative which is light, then, descriptive which

requires a lot of your attention, then, to arguraw¢ which also

requires your getting facts to support your poihvview and lastly to

expository which is a serious form of writing whiokeeds documented
facts at times. Not all of life would be on thehiignood all the time; a
few things could need some form of seriousness simcally. As a

result, you should get prepared for all forms oftings any time.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Mention some of the resource materials you need dopic such as
‘Foreign investment in Nigeria: a necessary step fational
development’.

4.0 CONCLUSION

An expository essay is any type of essay or writihgt is used to
describe, explain or inform the reader on a speoifiparticular aspect
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of a topic. In this work, we have been able to uliscsome of the
strategies for writing expository essays. Your ¢opiust be big enough
to be discussed and narrow enough to be managestaRbéing the
topic and doing some form of classification of ttentent is important
in writing expository essays. At one point in timethe other you may
be required to dig out some facts about a situatod present in
writing. At such a time, some of the points thatdnbeen highlighted in
this unit may come in handy.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit you have learnt that:

6. an expository essay is any type of essay or writhreg is used to
describe, explain or inform the reader on a speafi particular
aspect of a topic.

7. once you have a topic, you have to study the tepig well so that
you will know if it requires a short response doag one.

8. organisation has to do with the arrangement ofathek as a whole,
the number of paragraphs, the points to discussattangement of
the points.

9. you need to research on the topic you want to vabizut

10.expository essays in particular are meant to digamis about a
situation or thing.

11.you may need to consult books, dictionaries, empaddias, internet
etc as resource materials.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Look at the essay topic under your Self Assessras®tcises 2 and
answer the following questions.

What is foreign investment?

What is national development?

What are some of the things that amount to natidleaielopment in
Nigeria?

Is the nation having enough foreign investmentyd$, what can be
done to improve on that and if No, what can be dunaddress the
situation?

Your answers to these questions will involve yoaind some form of
research on the topic- ‘foreign investment’ and yeould have got
enough facts to put together at least five pardgra an essay.

Practice free writing first as you have been toldhe other units. Then
pull your thoughts together, read what you havibbted down. You
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may need to do more research to get more factsmmdddesitate to do
this.
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