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INTRODUCTION

To appreciate the current educational developmedt@an better for
the future requires studying of the past. Histofyeducation anchors
this relevance in our tertiary institutions (Teach&ducation
Programmes). Since education is a cultural actieitythe people, it
means that every cultural system has its own eghrcgirocess. The
yardstick for measuring quality and standard vafresn culture to
culture.

Unfortunately, some early critics on Nigerian ediga were of the
opinion that there was no education among the pedyaifore the
introduction of Arabic and Western-Styled educatibhis explains why
the first part of the course concentrated more len deneral (Basic)
Concepts of History of Education, and in particuléine Nigerian
Traditional Education, at both general and Higleeels.

The second part of the course gives us the cluenmm Western
education came into Nigeria through the missiosarié further
highlighted the initial reluctant attitude shown ke colonial
government to the educational advancement of tbplpeHowever, the
module ended with the government coming into tewitls the missions
authority to assist in areas of financial grantd anolicies though with
little progress made in the Northern Provinces.

The final part of the course dealt with the develept of secondary and
higher education in Nigeria. It also discussed thpid educational

development in Nigeria during the era of regionabaomy. Finally, the

course examined some of the post independent nesasaken on the
nations education; the National Curriculum Confeseand the National
Policy on Education.

THE COURSE

This course guide tells us what to expect from irgadhis material.
History of education is a core subject in any Teackducation
programme for it equips you with adequate infororatand knowledge
for your life and for your career as a teacher @miaistrator in any
field.

The course will assist you to know that Nigeriaresawvell educated in
their very peculiar environment before the adveftlgamic and
Western education. It will also help you to have bioadened idea that
Western or Islamic education in Nigeria do not talege of all the
education needs of the individual child. Effort®sld also be made by
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parents and the society to teach their childremembers, even outside
the classrooms. This is important because of tieayde morality today.

After studying the course, you will appreciate toatributions made by
various individuals, organizations, religious badiglslam and

Christianity) and our forefathers (nationalistsyl arthers in shaping the
educational destiny of this country. This, will ledplly challenge you to

make your own selfless contributions.

COURSE AIMS
The aim of this course is to provide you with thiequate and valuable

information on the educational development of tbiaintry from its
traditional setting to the present multi-culturattsg.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
By the end of this course, you should be able to:

e Know what type of education we had and the purgoserved in the
past;

e Appreciate the various aspects of our past edutatiorocess so as
to link them to the present system;

e Understand some major trends and developmentsrieducational
system;

e Project an effective education, aimed at buildirsggB-reliant nation.

WORKING THROUGH THE COURSE

This course requires you to spend a lot of timeetd. The content of
this material is very comprehensive and you aresetqul to spend time
to study. | would also advise you to avail yourgéké opportunity of

attending the tutorial sessions where you woulcehthe opportunity of
comparing knowledge with our colleagues.

COURSE MATERIAL
You will be provided with the following materials;

a. Course guide;
b. Study units.
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In addition, the course comes with a list of recamded textbooks
which, though are not compulsory for you to acqoiréendeed read, but
are necessary as supplements to the course material

STUDY UNITS

Module 1

Unit 1 Introduction History of Education in Nigar
Unit 2 Nigeria Traditional Education

Unit 3 Higher Education in Traditional Society
Unit 4 Islamic Education in Nigeria

Module2  Advent of Western Education in Nigeria

Unit 1 The Early Missionaries and the Development o
Education in Nigeria

Unit 2 Colonial Government involvement in Nigetlucation
(1872 — 1882)

Unit 3 1887 and 1916 Education ordinances

Unit 4 The impact of Phelps-Stokes Commission omdation
Development in Nigeria

Unit 5 Educational situation in Northern Nige¢Rrovince)

Module3  Secondary and Higher Education in Nigeria

Unit 1 Secondary Education in Nigeria 1859 — 1929

Unit 2 Educational Development in Nigeria Betwd®25-1939
Unit 3 Higher Education in Nigeria

Unit 4 Regionalization and Educational DeveloptriarNigeria
Unit 5 The National Curriculum Conference and thatidhal

Policy on Education

TEXTBOOKS

Abduttawab R. (1980) Fusulum Fi Fight al-Arabiyyalchapters on
Arabic Philosophy) Cairo: Maktabat al-Khaniji.

Abdulkareem, Y. A. (1980) A Guide on Historical Fmlations of
Education in Nigeria llorin: Ibraheem Kewulere Commercial
Press.

Abiri, O. O. (Ed)(2005) Perspectives on HistoryEafucation in Nigeria
Ibadan: Emola-Jay Communications Inc.

Vi
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Adesina, S. (2005) Growth without Development, Ki@js Educational
Experience 1914-200dagos: Yemab Investment Ltd.

Amaele, S. (2003) A Study Guide on History and &otf Education in
Nigeria llorin: INDEMAC (Nigeria Publishers) Limited.

Fafunwa, A. B. (1974) History of Education in Nigetondon: George
Allen & Unwin.

Federal Republic of Nigeria (2004 Revised) NatiorRdlicy on
Education

Osokoya, I. O. (1995) History and Policy of NigeEducation in World
Perspectivedbadan: AMD Publishers.

Taiwo, C. O. (1980) The Nigerian Education Syst&ast, Present and
Future Lagos: Thomas Nelson (Nigeria) Limited.

Ukeje, B. O. (1984) Foundations of Educatiddenin City: Ethipe
Publishing Corporation.

ASSESSM ENT

There are two components of assessment for thiseoli accounts for
30% of the total score. You will be given 4 TMAsdaswer. Three of
these must be answered before you are allowedt ttorsthe end of
course examination. The TMAs would be given to oy your
facilitator and returned after you have done trsgasnent.

END OF COURSE EXAMINATION

This examination concludes the assessment forduese. It constitutes
70% of the whole course. You will be informed oktlime for the
examination. It may or not coincide with the unsigr semester
examination.

SUMMARY

This course intends to provide you with some uryitegl knowledge of
History and Policies in Nigeria education. By thme you complete
studying this course, you will be able to answer fbllowing type of
guestions.

e What are the importances of History of Educationtlie teacher
education programme in Nigeria?

vii
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Examine the prospects and problems of traditiordalcation in
Nigeria,;

Traditional medicine is an aspect of Higher edwratin Nigeria
traditional society. Discuss;

Assess the development of Islamic education in ge
Examine the activities of the early missionariedligeria;
Discuss the objectives and achievements of the d88irance;

Phelps-Stokes commission brought radical change Nigeria
education. Discuss;

Discuss extensively, the development of secondahycation in
Nigeria.

Discuss the development of Higher Education in Negdetween
1932 and 1960;

Assess the relevance of the National Policy on Etloic in Nigeria
before and now;

* Suggest four possible ways ensuring its adeqnadée mentations.

We wish you success in this course. In particuar,hope you will be
able to appreciate the important efforts made e pghst by Nigerians
and non-Nigerians to make our education relevdintoaay. It is our
hope that this course will challenge you to makeryown positive
contributions to the growth and development of Nayeducation.

viii



MAIN
COURSE

CONTENT
Module 1
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4
Module 2
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3
Unit 4

Unit 5

Module 3

Unit 1
Unit 2

Unit 3
Unit 4

Unit 5

PAGE
...................................................... 1
Introduction History of Education in Nigar 1
Nigeria Traditional Education ............... 10
Higher Education in Traditional Society ... 19
Islamic Education in Nigeria .............. 25
Advent of Western Education in Nigeria 33

The Early Missionaries and the Development

of Education in Nigeria ...................... 33
Colonial Government involvement in Nigeria
Education (1872 —1882) ........ccccvviinnnnnn. 41
1887 and 1916 Education ordinances ......... 48
The impact of Phelps-Stokes Commission on
Education Development in Nigeria ...........55
Educational situation in Northern Nigeria
(Province) .....cooooviviiiiiiiiiciiiiiiiecieeen.. 63

Secondary and Higher Education in Nigeria71

Secondary Education in Nigeria 1859 — 19291
Educational Development in Nigeria

Between 1925t0 1939 ............oiiiien. 82
Higher Education in Nigeria ................. 89
Regionalization and Educational Developtnen
IN NIgeria ....coov i 97

The National Curriculum Conference and the
National Policy on Education ............... 105




EDU 714 MODULE 1

MODULE 1

Unit 1 Introduction History of Education in Nigar
Unit 2 Nigeria Traditional Education

Unit 3 Higher Education in Traditional Society
Unit 4 Islamic Education in Nigeria

UNIT 1 INTRODUCTION HISTORY OF EDUCATION
IN NIGERIA

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Philosophy of Traditional Education
3.2 Aims of Traditional Education
3.3 Characteristics of Traditional Education
3.4 Contents of Traditional Education
3.5 Methods of Teaching
3.6 Stages of Education in the Traditional NigerianiSigc
3.6.1 Infancy
3.6.2 Childhood
3.6.3 Adolescence
3.6.4 Adulthood
3.7 Advantages of Traditional Education
3.8 Disadvantages of Traditional Education
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit is designed to give you an insight vielv some major
concepts in History of education. It will also espoyou to concepts of
history, sources of history as well as that of edion, forms of
education and history of education. By the endhef wnit, you would
have had an over-all view of the importance ofdmgsbf education.



EDU 714 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN NIGERIA

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of the unit, you should be able to:

explain the basic concepts “History” and “educatimspectively
discuss the two main sources of history

distinguish between formal and informal education

define what history of education is

give, at least five reasons why history of educatsiould be
studied in our teacher education programmes.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Explanation of the Term ‘History’

History is not mere story telling. It is also notnaere fabrication.

History is an account of what actually happenetheapast which has a
link to what is happening at present and can halpplanning or

projecting for the future. In other words, histasy about yesterday,
today and tomorrow. We study important developmanthuman

existence in the past for the development of today.

Historical records or accounts are presented iruesgcpl, coherent,

consistent and systematic order. Logical presemta an important

ingredient of history. Bias and prejudice are ritmvéed or encouraged.
The historian tries to present issues, incidentewents concerning
people and places in their unbiased form. He toedig into important

areas of interest. The historian goes beyond ‘&g’ and seeks to find
out why and how it happened. An historian is natally in a hurry. He

takes time to evaluate the necessary informatioaived. He compares
and analyses the information and its sources s @me up with a

balanced and acceptable account. History is anuatdmecause it aims
at a balanced information of true places, peopteevents of the past. It
cannot be fabricated to suit the interest of thé@ewror historian but

seeks to represent the true past into presentomdigfives account of
real names of people, places, time and incidemisattually took place
at the recorded time. History, therefore, is aeation of the true picture
of important persons, places, events of the pash®present and future
generation. (Amaele, 2003)
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
History is not the same as story telling. Discuss.
3.2 Sources of History

There are so many sources of gathering informabbrthe major
characters, places or incidents of the past. Ttudyswill limit the
sources to two major areas, namely primary andreegg sources.

3.2.1 Primary Sources

This refers to various information, about real naroé people, places
and events, gathered by the historian from somebogheople who was
or were eye-witness to the incident. If the historigathered the
information himself at the time of happening, thecaunt also is a
primary source. The primary source could be oralatten. It could

also be through video, internet or other scientiffocedures like the
archeological findings.

3.2.2 Secondary Sources

When a historian consults books written by somebodpersons who
was or were not eye-witness (es) to the incidentisheeferring to
secondary sources of information. Secondary souwatsesrefer to oral
information given out by somebody or persons whe wa were not
privileged to have first hand information on theeetr Hence, like
primary sources, secondary sources could be inoonatitten form.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

List out five history books which were written byra&tt experience
Mention other five history books classified as se@ry sources.

3.3 Concept of Education

How do you define the word education? We’'ll consittee one given
for us below: The word ‘education’ is exclusivelysed for the
development of human beings in the cognitive, @iffec psychomotor
and psycho-productive domains. There is a genepuaement among
educationists and educators that education inva@wvdssirable change in
human behaviour through the process of teachinglaahing. This
means that a human being who exhibits undesiradiawours from the
point of view of the acceptable societal norms carbe adjudged an
educated person, despite the fact that he had gaksssugh the four
walls of an educational institution. The societgngrally, expects a kind
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of change from an educated person. Education pascass of initiating
the child into cherished norms and skills, is desdyand implemented
by the more matured or the adult members of theegoto effect the
desirable changes in the younger ones, from onerggon to the other.

Fafunwa (1974) defined education as what each gaaoergives to its
younger ones, which makes them to develop attifudetities, skills
and other behaviours which are of positive valuthéosociety in which
they live. This position reflects the sociologiparspective.

Education, is a social service, provided world-wid&h multiple

objectives in mind. The objectives vary from theyasition of basic
skills required for a more rapid growth of the ewoy and the basic
knowledge for the individual to function effectiyah the society.

Etymologically, education derived its meaning frawo Latin words
‘educare’ and ‘educere’ respectively. The word eahe’ is interpreted
to mean;to train or to form or to mould. Education here seems to be
sociologically biased. In other wordeagucare implies that the society
trains, forms or moulds the individual to achielie societal needs and
aspirations. This perspective of education hak lith consider on the
natural potentialities of the individual child.

On the contrary, the word ‘educere’ is interpretednean:to build, to
lead or to develop. This perspective of the concept is mostly favdure
the humanists, who insist that the function of edion is to develop the
natural potentialities in the child to enable hiomdtion in the society
according to his abilities, interest and needs.sTerspective of the
concept education is child-centred, whereas thadois society-centred
or subject matter-centred.

From the ongoing discussion, therefore, educatmrdcbe understood
to mean the total development of the individual I&Ghithrough

acceptable methods and techniques, according toabikties and

interests, as well as the needs of the societyake his rightful place
and contribute adequately to the advancement otdusety. (Amaele
2003).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE3

From the discussions above, what is the full megofreducation?
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3.3.1 Forms of Education

Education can generally be classified into threenky namely: formal,
informal and non-formal. By these various forms sgmeople might be
receiving education without knowing. But there hngits to what each
form of education can do to the receiver. The tgpsociety one finds
oneself and the type of person one is, determirieg form of education
IS most appropriate for one. It is also importanbbserve that so many
people have passed through all the three formsdatation without
knowing. Is that true of you too? (this questioffoisthe student)

3.3.2 Formal Education

This is the type of education which is receivedthe regular formal
school setting, for instance, the primary, secondand tertiary
institutions. Formal education has well determirsetting where well
trained and equipped personnel (teachers) intesaaggular basis, with
the learner(s) on planned educative processes. clineculum, the
learning environment, instructional materials, itegtand evaluation,
human resources and others are planned ahead ef tdmachieve
specific objectives within the time frame. Everyidpiis patterned from
the entry point to the exit point. The books, thessroom, the pupils,
teachers, curriculum, etc are selected and foreuliz

3.3.3 Informal Education

This process of education includes all other agenof learning outside
the formal learning system. These agencies inctodehome (family),
church or mosque, peer-group, mass-media. Infoemhatation can also
be received in the market, farm, along the road smdn. Though, not
deliberately, planned like the formal educationfoimal education
provides learning opportunities for the child tovelep his natural
potentialities within a given limit. It enlargesethchild’s scope of
learning and helps to build up the comprehensiveergnce of the
formal education system.

What the child learns from his/her mother, fathedderly ones, peer-
groups, associations etc, fall under the infornthloation. In this form

of education the child or the adult can learn frone another or from
the society, consciously or and unconsciously.rimfd education is still

relevant today. It can also provide some raw datéhé child, which

could be refined in the formal school system. Bashould be guided so
that what he/she learns through this form of edowatvould not be

negative.
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3.3.4 Non-Formal

This form of education has some basic charactesisof formal
education like planned programme of action, contgersons,
programmed assignment or examination and othetst lsunot formal.
It is non-formal. It is not within the regular saisystem. Non-formal
education is mainly received through workshops, isars,
correspondences, television and radio media. Inc#se of workshops
and seminars, non-formal education is used to eitpgipndividual with
some basic skills, attitudes and intelligence nesuifor human and
societal growth at one particular time or the atHarthis case it is
occasional or adhoc. But in correspondence calsedgarning process
Is spread over the years but it lacks the reguknsgn to person
interaction. However, it is a complementary formedication. It helps
to up-date knowledge as in the case of workshodssaminars and for
care of the education of particular class as in tase of the
correspondence programme.

Each of these three forms of education is importanbhuman and
societal growth and survival and should be encadag\n average
person must pass through all of them consciouslyoaunconsciously.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Comment briefly on each of the following forms alueation
(a) formal, (b) informal (c) non-formal.

3.4 Concept of History of Education

History is commonly used to connote the entire hurpast as it did
happen. It is an attempt at interpreting the padiet able to discover the
significant things about the past. History, therefaould be seen as the
development of human societies in space and tiorejtfto embrace
thoughts and actions of people in the past, preaedtfuture. It is a
truthful integrated account of the relationshipsn®En persons, events,
times and places (Osokoya 1989).

As a study in human science, historians have ateni artificially
classify the subject into diverse spheres of Ifelitical history, social
history, economic history, educational history @stdry of education,
among others.

History of education is concerned with the studyhofv societies have
transmitted their culture from one generation tother. It also explains
how education became an instrument of problem sglectivity in the

society from one age to another. History of edwocattherefore, could
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be seen as past efforts at solving man’s sociogroan problems in
order to improve the present and the future. Irelothiords, history of
education is the study of major educational devekpts in the society
which took place in the past for the present anaréugeneration.

History of education, as an academic disciplineletdne viewed as the

application of historical methods or skills in syuty and improving the

education process of the society. It tries to studg educational

practices of the past, noting their strength andknesses, so as to build
a better system for the present and future geweralt gives a starting

point to educational practices of a people andstt® defend some

misconceptions and misinterpretations placed oretheational system
by some foreign authors.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5

What is history of education?

3.5 Importance of History of Education

1. The study of history of education helps us to apipte the
various aspects of our past educational process $0 link them

to the present;

2. It enables us to know what type of education we aad the
purpose it served in the past;

3. It gives us the opportunity of knowing our past takes in our
education with the view to making necessary amends;

4. History of education gives us the opportunity afdsting other
people’s educational ideas and programmes with dine of
developing ours;

5. It also gives us a solid foundation to plan for @uesent and
future educational development;

6. History of education guides us to proffer some fpasisolution
to our present day educational problems;

7. It helps us to understand some major trends andlal@ments in
our educational system;

8. It helps us to formulate and implement better ufthies of
education;
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9. History of education is a good academic exercise;

10. It can lead a nation to project an effective edoocasystem,
aimed at building a self-reliant country;

11. Careful study of history of education can help airtoy to
minimize wastages in education;

12. It widens the scope and knowledge of the teacheémaakes him
more comfortable and competent in his class;

13. Knowledge of history of education can help oneeocbmpetent
in handling any political appointment on educatinationally or
internationally.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

Suggest more reasons why you think history of etilucashould be
taught in teacher education institutions.

4.0 CONCLUSION

History of education is the systematic study ofcadional development
of a society from the past to the present. It meml at knowing what
was done in the past so as to appreciate the prasenplan for the
future.

5.0 SUMMARY

The following are the major highlights of what wavk learnt in this
unit:

o History is an unbiased record of major events peapld places
of the past which is capable of influencing thespreg and the
future life of the people;

o There are two major sources of history, namely arimand
secondary;
o Education is the overall development of the indieidmember of

the society through the acceptable methods antegiea for the
interest of both the child and the society;

° There are three main forms of education: formdiporimal and
non-formal;
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6.0

7.0

History of education is the study of how societibave
transmitted their culture from one generation tother;

The importance of history of education was alsietls These are
thirteen in number.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Examine any two of the following basic concepts:
1. History

2. Education

3. History of Education

State five reasons why history of education shdaddtudied in
teacher education programmes in Nigeria.

REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Amaele, S. (2003). A Study Guide on History andidyobf Education

in Nigeria. llorin: NDEMAC (Nig. Publishers) Ltd.

Osokoya, I. O. (1989). History and Policy of Nigeri Education in

World Perspective. Ibadan: AMD Publishers.
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UNIT 2 NIGERIAN TRADITIONAL EDUCATION
CONTENT

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Philosophy of Traditional Education
3.2 Aims of Traditional Education
3.3 Characteristics of Traditional Education
3.4 Contents of Traditional Education
3.5 Methods of Teaching
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Education which serves as an instrument for theldpwment of both the
individual child and the society is not new to alage. Every society,
irrespective of time, people or place has evolved education system
or the other. Before the introduction of Islamidanestern education
respectively in Nigeria, there had been a trad#i@ystem of education.
This education is still relevant in the societydpdThe unit therefore,
examines the philosophy, aims, characteristicsterds, methods of
teaching, stages of development, advantages arabwdistages of
Nigerian traditional education.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

state the philosophy of Nigerian traditional ediarat

list at least four aims of traditional education

mention some basic characteristics of traditiowlaication

state briefly the various stages of educationaditronal society
give three advantages and three disadvantagesaditional
education.

10
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Philosophy of Traditional Education in Nigeria

In this context of philosophy, we refer to the petpway of thinking,
beliefs, feelings and doing things. Philosophy dfi@ation varies from
one place, time and people to another. It is radtcsand so not peculiar
to only one race. This, therefore, clears the dasbto whether or not
the indigenous Nigerians had a philosophy or evkrcation before the
infiltration of foreign culture. There was enougbncrete evidence to
prove that there existed well organized ancient states across the
various parts of what is today known as Nigeriar Fstance, there
were the Nok people with their unique culture ia gresent Plateau area
of Northern Nigeria; the OId city states of Oyo,nBe and Kanuri
empires; the Bonny and ltsekiri kingdoms, the Nuged Egbas, among
others, all in what later became known as Nigdtech of these unique
societies had their outlook on life and their vasoenvironments
influenced the foundations of their education.

They believe in the supremacy of God, who is thie soeator of the

universe and man. They also believe in other myuals which serve as
messengers of God, as well as the ancestors whibhv@tatermediaries
between God and the living members of their resped¢amilies. They

also believe in the dual nature of man (physical spiritual).

They also have their systematic way of impartingdedge, skills and
character from generation to generation. This metomes done through
oral literature, ceremonies, story telling, poetigservation etc.

Character training is also emphasized. Each famég her peculiar
character traits which she inculcates in her member

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
a. What is the traditional belief of your people ab@ad?

b. How is character or morality taught today in yoammmunity?

11



EDU 714 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN NIGERIA

3.2 Aims of Traditional Education
The aims of traditional education includes:

I To preserve the cultural heritage of the exten@dedilf, clan and
the tribe;

. To adapt members of the new generation to theirsiphy
environment and teach them how to control and tse i

1 To explain to them that their own future depends tbe
understanding and perpetuation of the institutitanss, language
and values inherited from the past. (Amaele 2004 5g6).

The aims of traditional education can also be gedugs follows:

I to perpetuate but not to change the cultural hggita the clan;

. to prepare and equip children with the requiredvedge, skills,
mode of behaviour and beliefs for playing theiesoin adult life;

iii. to inculcate a sense of belonging; and
\Y2 To discipline the child to mould his character aodnculcate in
him, desirable moral qualities such as sociabilgplidarity,

courage, humility as well as obedience (Ocitti 1973

Fafunwa also enlarged the aims of traditional etiogainto seven
cardinal points:

I to develop the child’s latent skills;

. to develop the child’s character;
iii. to inculcate respect for elders and those in aitthor
\Y2 to develop intellectual skills;

V. to acquire specific vocational training and to depea healthy
attitude towards honest labour;

Vi. to develop a sense of belonging and participateedgtin family
and community affairs; and

Vil. to understand, appreciate and promote the culhemgiage of the
community at large (Fafunwa 1974 p. 20).

12
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From all the various aims set by these authors,affective domain
(character training) occupies the most importansitmn in the
traditional education set-up.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

List out the aims of traditional education that @mages moral training
and development from Fafunwa’s seven cardinal point

3.3 Characteristics of Traditional Education

Some of the basic characteristics of traditionalcadion in Nigeria are
that:

1. The education is a collective and social activity.other words
almost everybody is involved in the training of tield;

2. It is multi-dimensional in character in terms & goals and the
means employed to achieve the goals (methodology);

3. It is planned in gradual and progressive stepsderoto achieve
conformity with the successive stages of physiealptional and
mental development of the child;

4. The education relies more on informal instruction;

5. It has limited specialized training;

6. The education depends so much on oral tradition;

7. Traditional education is practical and general tasaspecific
situations;

8. Religion, ethnics and education are inextricablgtezl. They are
interwoven and inseparable;

9. The education is basically conservative and opptsetiange;
10. The education can take place at any time and place;

11. Traditional education is a life long process. (Axea2005 pp 6-
7)

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Kindly suggest other characteristics of traditioedlication.

13
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3.4 Contents of Traditional Education

Traditional education provides for occupational apdofessional
training. For instance, fishing is emphasized ia tiverine areas while
farming is emphasized in the forest areas. Thaaulum of traditional
education is categorized as follows:

I.  Activities on character building, since conformitas necessary;

ii. Physical training through physical contests, wnegil
perseverance activities, etc;

lii.  Arts and crafts, carving, painting, modeling, diti@nd creative
pursuits, songs and dances, masquerades etc;

iv. Intellectual training, including singing and coungj games,
arithmetic etc;

v. Study of facts about natural environments: a fathewes about
with his son, introducing him to the names of dif& objects,
plants, animals, etc;

vi.  Historical knowledge including stories about thalgjotraditions
of various societies which were preserved in fokkloand
regarded as legends which pass from one genetatiemother.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

Compare the above with the content of our presgutagion system.

3.5 Method of Teaching

As earlier observed, there has been a misconcepiforequating
education to schooling. This is why some peopled tém wonder
whether traditional education really exists. Faotd figures have shown
that traditional education has been in existenceéNigeria from the
beginning of life in this part of the world.

The methods of teaching in this education systerude indoctrination,
modeling, initiation ceremonies, reward and punishtpnimitation, role
play, oral literature, poetry, instruction, obsdiwa, intention,
participation, apprenticeship. Emphasis is laidpoactical knowledge,
skills and character.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES
Suggest more methods parents use in teachingcti&ren at home.
3.6 Stages of Education Development

Some scholars of traditional education believe @dication starts at
conception. Hence, the expectant mother is expetbtecknsure a
desirable future for the child. But others suchFakinwa (1974) uphold
that the education of the child starts at birthisTduthor is more inclined
to uphold the former view because in the traditicedting, the pregnant
woman is made to observe some taboos aimed atirbyilde required

type of child. For instance, she abstains fromngatiertain food, fruits
and even animals that are adjudged to have negatwesacter or

behaviors. In Etche land in Rivers State, for insga an expectant
mother is forbidden from eating tortoise so that tthild would not

develop crafty character. Also, the series of mywthich the expectant
mother robs on her abdomen and the concoctionslishks are meant
to shape the child to a desirable size and héealig. therefore, believed
that the health of the mother will influence théttee child.

3.6.1 Infancy

This covers the first five years of the child. Timether and father as
well as the immediate members of the family are fir& group of

teachers at this level. Later the peer group imibee follows. The

education at this stage centres on the persondkr@dhe child such as
food, body care, evacuation, sleep etc. This iallisulone by petting,
rocking, singing and reassuring appellation to lse@nd communicate
pleasure.

Naming ceremonies are done on the seventh, eighéven ninth day
after birth, as the case may be. It is aimed atoweing the child by the
family and relations. As the child grows he leatossit, crawl, walk,

talk. He is also reprimanded for any anti-social performed and
rewarded for good ones. As soon as the child is tbéat solid food, he
Is weaned.

3.6.2 Childhood

This covers the ages six to twelve. At this age, ¢hild moves out for
the discovery of the world around him beyond highmoand immediate
family. He has also mastered his mother tongue hviiec effective

communication, learning at this stage is mainlptigh play, imitation,
observation and participation.
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During play, the child imitates the type of jobacacter or what he sees
his parents do. While acting during play, any pabgeowes it a duty to
correct him if, and when he gets into difficultiesis doing the wrong
thing. At this stage the boys imitate and takehi roles of fathers, the
girls take to those of their mothers. It also aiqukrof learning about
things around their environment: names of treesnals, fish, objects,
insects and so on.

3.6.3 Adolescence

Adolescent stage of learning starts at the agavelve. It is a period of
renewed vigour in play and learning. Learning as tstage is done
through folklores, riddles, proverbs, myths, leggndimitation,
participation, initiation ceremonies, dos and dendand so on. The aim
of the qild-child education at this period is to prepare her astardu
house wife and mother. The boy on his part worksleunclose
supervision of his father or elderly brothers datiens, to become a
future husband and father.

3.6.4 Adulthood

Education in the traditional society is a continsicand endless one.
Accordingly, the adult receives his education frbath the parents and
or parent-in-laws or any elder in the community. &l learns from the
happenings within and outside his environment.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

Comment on the relevance of these stages of edaadatiNigeria today.

3.7 Advantages of Traditional Education

I.  The education makes everybody a functional memliethe
society, thereby minimizing unemployment and sograkst;

ii. Itinculcates high level of discipline among thepke;

lii. It unites every member of the society and bringcpeand
happiness to all;

iv. There is the fear of God and ancestors which goesheck
members character and behaviour;

v. It transmits to the younger ones things considérethe society
to be worthwhile;
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vi. It provides physical, mental, social, moral andriggml growth
for the individual;

vii.  The education is adapted to the needs of the gociet

vii.  Every member of the society has the opportunityraoeive
education according to his ability and talent.

3.8 Disadvantages of Traditional Education

I.  Traditional education is too rigid, too conservatand, to some
extent, lacks critical examination;

il.  Itis full of dos and don’ts, as well as, fears dmeats;

li.  Itis not open and so does not give enough roonnefeearch and
improvement;

Ilv.  Traditional education has limited scope in termsoftent and
curriculum;

v. Itis mainly informal, hence limiting the span afdwledge;
vi. It does not have well defined structure, duratiotiroe;

vii.  Traditional education lacks uniform standard. Ttaadard varies
from teacher to teacher or community to community.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 7
List out more advantages and disadvantages otitradi education
4.0 CONCLUSION

The people of Nigeria, like their counterparts @ler the world, had
their peculiar way of life, a culture which theyndd over from one
generation to another, before the introductionstdirhic and Christian
education. That education process, which is stixistence today is the
traditional education. The education is a complststem of life as it
provides for the people assistance in almost easpgct of their needs:
physically, socially, mentally, spiritually and nadly .
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5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit we have learnt that:

. Nigerian traditional education has been in existehefore the
introduction of both Islamic and Western education;

. The aims and objectives of the education covethal various
domains of human development;

o The education process starts from the pre-natajesta the
adulthood stage;

o Traditional education system in Nigeria has so madiyantages
and disadvantages.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
I.  Discuss the philosophy of traditional educatiomigeria;
ii.  List four aims of traditional education;

ii.  What are some of the basic characteristics of ttoadil
education?

iv.  Briefly state the various stages of Nigerian tiadil education;

v. List four advantages and four disadvantages of itiozadl
education.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The discussion in unit two has shown that trad#loeducation in

Nigeria was geared towards the preservation ofivles of the society.

It also maintains the social, cultural and econostizictures of the
people. The education is built on solid and prattioundations. It is in

close harmony with the life, needs and aspiratiohthe community.

The curriculum of the traditional education covaikthe virtues and
ideas that encourage healthy living. “The local oamity constituted

the school as well as the farm, the workshop, thpethsary and a field
for experiments (particularly in agriculture and dizéne)” (Ifeanacho

and lIrikana, 2001). In this unit, efforts will beade to examine higher
education in the traditional Nigerian society. Soofethe disciplines

classified as higher education will also be briefiycussed.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o distinguish between general education and highecatthn in
Nigeria traditional society

o mention and briefly discuss the three differentaaref higher
education in traditional society

. discuss any three different methods used by thditivaal

medicine practitioners.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Classification of Traditional Education

There are three different levels of traditional eation. These are:
Education for living in conformity with the tradins of the community;
Education for occupation and economic self-reliaraecel Education for
special occupations. (Taiwo 1980)

3.1.1 Education for Living in Conformity with the Traditi on

This type of education is referred to as the badigcation which every
member of the society must acquire to be ableveodi purposeful life in
the society. It is otherwise called basic educatibine content of the
education include the history of the family, and group or society, the
geography of the neighborhood, some knowledge aftp] insects and
animals, proverbs, riddles, greetings appropriateeéch occasion,
character values, use of language and basic kngeled counting
numbers and so on.

3.1.2 Education for Occupation and Economic Self-Reliance

This type of traditional education could be neauieglent to the

secondary level of education in the formal struetdir gives training in

the area of maintaining the home, growing food, pihectice of crafts

related to the needs of the honest and communitffdrs occupations
according to the traditional patterns of the dumsiof labour. Fathers
direct the male children, early enough to theirupations and mothers
do likewise to their female children.
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3.1.3 Special Occupation

This level of education is usually secret and esikl to respective
families or cults. It is provided only for those avhare entitled by birth,
selection or by special privilege to be trainegbtactice the skill or craft
or share the skill and knowledge. This is the lefetducation regarded
as higher education in the traditional society. Babjects of interest
here include family crafts, secret organisatioreigious priesthood,
medicine (surgery, herbalism, faith-healing, masggagheat-therapy,
hydro-therapy) and divination, among others.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Comment briefly on each of these levels of tradaiceducation.
3.2 Types of Higher Education in Traditional Society

There are so many types of higher education intrdmditional society,
this study will limit discussions on three: secmilts, traditional
medicine, and divination.

3.2.1 Secret Cults

Secret cults serve as institutions of higher edowsatn traditional
society. It is at this level that the secret poval or imaginary),
profound native philosophy, science and religioe arastered. As the
child grows into adulthood, he is led into more @used intellectual
training. The secret society has complex traininggmammes which
must be mastered before the initiation ceremonymiddion, here is
restricted to those who have demonstrated the tgpéar further
growth and ability to keep secrets secret. Theyeaposed to the study
of the secret power (real or imaginary), nativelgguphy and science
theology of animism, depending on the professioohewishes to
pursue. (Fafunwa 1974).

* Are you initiated into any secret cult?
3.3 Traditional Medicine

This is another type of higher education in theditranal society.
Traditional medicine follows definite natural lavier the restoration,
maintenance and correction of bodily disorder. pteetitioners believe
that diseases are caused by the violation of ndawa such as adultery,
sexual abuse, failure to eat the required kindotlé and so on, and not
by germs. Based on this philosophy cure for dise&dow the laws of
nature using various natural agencies within theirenment. Every
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disease has its own curative approach, differeomfranother. For
instance, if a disease is caused by a wizard, rdmitional medicine
practitioner attacks and gets rid of the wizard-capell before
administrating any treatment. Traditional medicpractitioners believe
that human body, itself has a curative force andt tthe herbal
preparation administered to the body is only tasagbat natural force
already in the body.

There are so many methods used by the traditionaticime

practitioners in carrying out their practice. Soofethese methods are
herbalism, faith-healing, massaging, heat-therapg &aydro-therapy
(Onyeneye & Orubuloye 1985)

* Could you please mention the rest?

3.4 Methods of Traditional Medicine

3.4.1 Herbalism

This is the systematic restoration of health thiotlge administration of
herbal therapies. It is a very important aspectraditional medicine.
The herbalist uses different parts of the planavés, roots, back,
flowers, juice and so on, and sometimes, parts romals in the
preparation of the therapies.

3.4.2 Massaging

This is also an important method of traditional mee. It is the
method of healing whereby the soft tissues of tdykare methodically
manipulated to achieve the desired cure.

3.4.3 Faith-healing

This is a method of traditional medicine which irm concerned in
solving emotional and psychological problems. Thghfhealers base
their practice on faith and the application of vatthalk in the treatment
of diseases. In Edo State for instance, faith hgaiakes the form of
Igbeku. Igbeku is a traditional religion which c@ts of hierarchical
structure of gods called uku, saints and priestsa@ed cult, temples
and a high priest.

In the practice of Igbeku patients are made to essittheir sins after

which they are cured through prayers, incantatan rigorous dancing
exercises. (Onyeneye and Orubuloye 1985).
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* Do you see any similarity or similarities betwettiis method and the
approach of some spiritual churches today?

3.4.4 Hydro-Therapy

This is the treatment of disease through the useaitr of various

forms and temperature. It takes the form of colith bsteam bath and hot
bath. Each of these forms is prepared with soméshbased on the
nature of the disease. It is used in the treatroérsio many kinds of

diseases; namely rheumatism, asthma, fever, gepaired and catarrhal
infections.

3.4.5 Heat-Therapy

In this method of treatment, heat is generated fiilwhich is believed

to have mysterious curative agents. Fire heat; rdotg to the

practitioners, exercises powerful actions whenrengirates the body. It
stimulates the organs of the body, improves theutation of blood and
cures indigestion. It is also used to calm nervaduce muscular
contraction. Heat therapy stimulates the skin tghowhich impurities

in the body are removed.

* Have you been treated by any of these methofigdse

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Discuss any two methods of traditional medicinated in this unit.
3.5 Divination

Divination is an approach used, in the traditiopatiety, to unveil the
causes of disease or misfortunes, including détaik.not necessarily a
healing method. But its use can assist the traditiomedicine

practitioner to adopt the best curative methodsination involves both

magical and mystical manipulations. It is centeatraditional medicine
practitioners because it gives them the opportunitind out the causes
of the diseases or misfortune, as well as the isoluDivination could

also be used to know the future of a newly borihdgland to also find

out things that have been hidden from the knowledigan ordinary

man.

4.0 CONCLUSION
From the discussions in this unit, it is importdat believe that the

traditional society in Nigeria has some forms ofHar education.
Unfortunately, this level of education is charaizted by secrecy, and
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exclusively reserved for some privileged membershefsociety, some
of who died without handing it over to the incomiggneration. The
fear then is that, if adequate measures are nentakome of these
disciplines may have no future.

50 SUMMARY
In this unit, we have learnt that:

o There are three levels of traditional educationucadion for
living in conformity with the tradition of the commity,
education for occupation and self-reliance and atioic for
special occupation;

o Education for special occupation is also known aghdr
education, which is exclusively preserved for sopnerileged
members of the society;

o Some types of higher education was also discussech as
secret cults, traditional medicine and divination.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

I What are the major similarities and differencesMeein general
education and higher education in Nigeria’s tradidl society?

. Mention the three different disciplines of higheiueation in the
traditional society;

iii. Discuss any three different methods used by thditivaal
medicine practitioners.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READING

Fafunwa, A. B. (1974). History of Education in Nige London:
George Allen & Unwin.

Onyeneye, O. Y. & Orubuloye, I. O. (1985). Some d&dp of
Traditional Medicine in Bendel State of Nigeianadlan: Nigeria
Institute of Social and Economic Research.

Taiwo, C. O. (1980). the Nigerian Education Systeast Present and
Future Lagos; Thomas Nelson Nigeria) Limited

24



EDU 714 MODULE 1

UNIT 4 ISLAMIC EDUCATION IN NIGERIA
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Philosophy of Islamic Education
3.2 Aims of Islamic Education
3.3 Contents of Islamic Education
3.4 Methods of Islamic Education
3.5 Introduction of Islamic Education in Nigeria
3.6 Islamic Education in Nigeria Today
3.7 Quranic System of Education in Nigeria
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 References/Further Readings
7.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The word Islam denotes submission to the will ofalAl(God). It also
means peace. Its believers are called Muslimsmislaeducation is
derived from the religion. The education dependslgomon the Holy
book of Islam known as Quran which was written hgpiration of
Allah. Islam, according to Hitti (1970) is a compeasive way of life. It
Is concerned with the moral, intellectual, socetpnomic, as well as
spiritual development of man. This unit will examithe origin of Islam
in Nigeria, the philosophy, aim, contents and medth®f Islamic
education. It will also discuss Islamic educatinrNigeria today.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of the unit, you should be able to:

state the philosophy of Islamic education

list out some of the basic contents of Islamic etioa

discuss the origin of Islam in Nigeria

comment briefly on opportunities of Islamic educatin Nigeria
today.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Philosophy of Islamic Education

Philosophy, from the ordinary man perspective, iseffection of the
people’'s world views. Schofields (1972) definedag “a process of
asking particular questions in particular areas1Ip

Technically, philosophy is characterized by a lagiconsistent and
systematic thinking so as to reach sound, coheagt consistent
answer. (Akinpelu 1981 p.2).

Basically philosophy deals with three basic brascheetaphysics,
epistemology and axiology. Metaphysics deals w#buées beyond
ordinary human comprehension such as the natué@odf man, death,
universe etc. Epistomology deals with the meansecgpe, sources and
types of knowledge while axiology deals with theuiss of morality and
values.

In Islam, the Holy Quran offers explanations fdrtake constituents of
philosophy. The nature of God is not in doubt. Heperceived as the
Almighty Allah. Man is presented as a represengat’ God on earth.
He is made up of the indivisible components of hahul and intellect.
Man is created good and innocent and is chargeld @good for he must
surely give account of his works on earth on theafgudgement.

Islam also recognizes the importance of knowledgman and enjoins
adherents to seek it. It recognizes two forms obdvledge; namely
revealed and acquired knowledge.

The Holy Quran lays emphasis on various values hviiicompels on
Muslims. These include honesty, truthfulness, gesthumility. Etc

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

I Does the philosophy of Islamic education compareorably
with the philosophy of the traditional education?

. Does the philosophy of the traditional educatioreagwith the
crisis associated with some adherents of the faiitigeria?

3.2 Aims of Islamic education
The major aim of Islamic education, according tadAltahi (1982) is to

“build up the individual who will act as Allah’'s dtifah
(representatives on earth) or at least put on #netpat leads to such an
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end”. In other word, Islamic education aims at pdg Allah’s

representatives who will do good to mankind onledrtence, it urges
Muslims to imbibe the values of kindness, geneyospatience,
steadfastness, honesty and so on. The Holy Qurahasizes on high
moral standard, obedience, good behaviour and#mong adherents.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE2
Does this aim reflect part of your aims of beingeated?

3.3 Content of Islamic Education

Quran is a Holy document for all Muslims. It is tleference point from
where the totality of Islamic education is drawrhdittawwab (1980 p
108) illustrate this point as follows:

Arabic syntax and morphology evolved to

protet the Quran from ungrammatic utterances
by foreign speakers. Tasfir, which stands for
commentary on, and interpretation of the Quran,
evolved to facilitate its comprehension. Tajwid,

the art of reading the Quran aloud, according to
established rules of pronunciation and
intonation, was introduced to facilitate its

recitation; and Arabic lexicography developed
so as to define and clarify specific vocabulary
and expressive of the Quran.

This shows that the content of Islamic educatioteisigned to jealously
preserve the Quran and urge Muslims to adherdlgtt@ tenets of the
religion.

Another book of relevance which further guides tbatent of Islamic
education is the Hadith. It contains the saying®@phet Mohammed,
which gives some clearer information on some verdethe Quran,
among others.

Islamic education also covers other areas of stadgconomics social
sciences, medicine, pure science, arts and so on.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

List other items that form part of the contentsl&amic education.
3.4 Methods of Islamic Education

The most acceptable approach to teaching in Islanhumanistic.
Educators in this area are urged to be gentle praagh, lenient in
method and compassionate in interaction. The Holyra®
recommended the following methods precisely: stmtling, use of
guestioning, metaphorical expressions. It also meunended the
following strategies: repetition, illustrations, menstration, field trips,
punishments and rewards among others.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

I. Which of these methods do we not use in the Westdutation
system in Nigeria today;

. Arrange the above methods and strategies in yoderoof
preference.

3.5 Introduction of Islamic Education in Nigeria

The religion and its education came to Nigeria tigto the ancient
Kanem-Borno Empire, covering the present Borno,ddaand part of
Gongola States (Fafunwa 1974, Abdulkareem 1990wds further
argued that the Empire later extended to the LakadCand to as far
north to Fezzan (Ifemesia 1965).

Through trade and diplomatic ties Kanem had becameentre of
Islamic education. By the end of 1 Zentury AD, renowned Muslim
scholars and teachers from Timbuktu in Mali wernenfd in the empire
advancing the education. From this point the edoicapread to Kano,
and Katsina.

The Jihad of Shaykh Usman Dan Fodio in 1804 didomby lead to the
widespread of the religion and education in thethen, and to some
extent; the south western part of Nigeria, it alsvived the genuine
Islamic practices there.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 5
I When and how did Islamic education come to your roomty?

. Two major factors accounted for the rapid Islamaratof
Nigeria, name and discuss them;

iii. Find out some major northern and western towns eviiez 18
century Jihad extended the religion.

3.6 Islamic Education in Nigeria Today

Within the present formal (secular) school systemigeria, Arabic and
Islamic Religious Knowledge have become relevardlialevels. Both
subjects (Arabic and Islamic Religious knowledge)ngd recognition
into the school certification examination in Nigernn the late 1950s
(Balogun 1985). Balogun further argued that IRKlafisic Religious
Knowledge) and Arabic language syllabi designedhgy\West African
Examination Council came into use in 1968 and Expectively for the
subjects. In 1975 Islamic Studies syllabus wasgthesi for the Higher
School Certificate and general Certificate in Ediwca(GCE) Advanced
level. Subsequently, in 1976, the Arabic studidlbys was introduced
(Balogun 1985 p. 74).

Presently, the National Policy on Education, whigs first introduced
in 1977, makes Islamic Studies a core subjectmodisecondary and an
elective in Senior Secondary levels. While Arabigdges is made an
elective subject at both junior and secondary scheeels. Arabic
language and literature as well as Islamic Studrescurrently offered
for study in some Colleges of Education, Polytectrand Universities
in Nigeria. Certificates, diplomas and degrees anarded in these
disciplines also.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

Examine the place of Islamic Education in the pmesésecular)
education system in Nigeria.

3.7 Qur'anic System of Education in Nigeria

Quranic schools originally started in the premisdsmosques. The
school later began to operate in the respectivehte& house,
preferably in the sitting room, verandah or courdyalhere was no
standard regulation or quality, as everything depédn on the
availability of space and the quality and persdyadif the individual
teacher.
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But today, Quranic schools are restructured to nseehe tenets of
modernization in Nigeria. There are about four gates of Quranic
schools.

The first category is called “lle Kewu” model. Thigpe of Quranic
school still operates in the house of the teaclhbere is no codified
rules and no fixed standard, and no particulardfigeriod of learning.
These things vary from teacher to teacher. Parands pupils rather
show appreciation to the teacher in kind or cash.

The second category of Quranic school is neithectlst formal nor
completely informal. The schools are not run in ts&chers’ homes as
in the case of the first category. Classrooms atlhes are provided
for the learners, as in the formal school systeut,iblacks uniform
standard and rules. The school lays emphasis amilslistudies with
Arabic language as its medium of communication.

There is the third category of Quranic schools.sEhschools function
like the formal schools with approved syllabusedassrooms,
timetables. They also (for consistency) preparé tngoils for the same
external examination such as the Senior Schooifcate Examination
(NECO and/or WASCE). They offer all if not most thfe secondary
school subjects. Some of them learn through theiumedf Arabic

language.

There is also another category of Quranic scholiey are run like

other formal secondary schools. Unlike other caiegomentioned

earlier, this category of Quranic schools use EBhglianguage as the
medium of instruction for all the subjects offered¢luding Islamic

studies. This is the category of Quranic schoaodd groduces most of
the candidates for admission to various tertiargtitations (Jimoh

2004).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 6

Quranic schools have become part of the formal &tut system in
Nigeria. Discuss.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Islamic education came first into the northern péimigeria in the 11
century AD through trade and spread to some parthef present
southwestern part of the country, through th& &@ntury Jihad. The
education has made great impact in Nigeria in tres af politics,
religion and even commerce. It has become parheflife of some
Nigerians today.
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50 SUMMARY
In this unit we have learnt that:

° Islam means submission to the will of Allah. laiso referred to
as the religion of peace;

o Islam believes in the supremacy of the Almighty Gatlah) and
man’s obedient to the will of God. This influendéxieducational
philosophy and content and methods;

o Islamic education and Quranic schools have beendbkk to

prepare their products to meet up with the cha#sngosed by
the present socio-economic life of the nation.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

I 1. Discuss the philosophy of Islamic education;
2. List out some of the basic contents of Islamic atioo;
3. Examine the introduction of Islamic education imgélia;
4, Comment on the prospects of Islamic education geNa
today.
. 1. History of Education is a very important ¢se for the

teacher education programme in Nigeria. Discuss;

2. Examine the prospects and problems of traditiona
education in Nigeria,

3. Traditional medicine is an aspect of Higher edion in
the traditional society. Discuss;

4. Assess the development of Islamic Educationigeih.
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MODULE 2 ADVENT OF WESTERN EDUCATION IN

NIGERIA

Unit 1 The Early Missionaries and the DevelopmdrEaducation
in Nigeria

Unit 2 Colonial Government involvement in Nigeriald€ation
(1872 — 1882)

Unit 3 1887 and 1916 Education ordinances

Unit 4 The impact of Phelps-Stokes Commission omdation
Development in Nigeria

Unit 5 Educational situation in Northern NigeriadgiAnce)

UNIT 1 THE EARLY MISSIONARIES AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION IN NIGERIA

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 The first Christian Missionary attempt in Nigeria
3.2 Reason for the European Penetration into Nigerighén
19" Century
3.3 The Activities of the Early Mission Schools
3.4 The Early Mission Schools in Nigeria
3.5 Aims of the Early Mission Schools
3.6 Content of the Mission Schools
3.7  Control of the Schools
3.8 Problems of the Early Mission Schools
3.9 Some Contributions of the Early Missions
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION
The Christian Missionaries form Sierra-Leone andaBr began their
activities in Nigeria 1842. The focus was evangeliswhich

necessitated the early mission schools. Thisex@mines the activities
of the early missionaries in Nigeria between 184@ 4882.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

state reasons why Europeans visited Nigeria irl84s
examine the activities of the early missionariebligeria
state the aim, content and control of the earlysioisschools
mention the problems of early missions schoolsigeNa

list out the contributions of the early missionarie Nigeria.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The First Christian Missionary Attempt in Nigeria

As we have already discussed in module one, thasted, in Nigeria,
two highly developed education system before theoduction of
western education. The two system of educationchvhre still relevant
today are the traditional education and the Islagdigcation.

However, the 1842 Christian missionary entry inige¥ia was not the
first, it is important to note that as early as 24The Portuguese
merchants has visited Lagos and Benin. By 1485 thay started
trading activities with the people of Benin. Consewtly, by 1515 the
Catholic Missionaries through the influence of Bguese trades had
established a primary school in the Oba’s palacehfe children of the
Oba and his chiefs and they were all converted hois@Ganity. The
Catholic missionary activities also extended to SBraAkassa, Warri
where churches and schools were established, Buathnolic influence
was almost wiped out by the slave trade which radadest Africa for
nearly three hundred years [Fafunwa 1974: 74-75]

The aims of the education as at that time was #ablenthe Africans
participate effectively in commerce. Hence, it wagued:

The Portuguese were mainly interested in commerce they

nevertheless realized that if Africans were to bst@mers, they must
have some rudiments on education and accept Gmitsti (Fafunwa
1974 p 74).
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3.2 Reasons for European Penetration into Nigeriani the
19" Century

1. Industrial Revolution:

The industrial revolution which began in Europe the 18
century challenged them look for markets to buy raaterials
and sell their manufactured products. Africa becametral in
their hope for this transaction. They sent exploterWest Africa
with Nigeria inclusive. Between 1795 and 1850 gregiact had
been made in the exploration of the continent afcaf by men
like Mungo Park, Clapperton, Lander Brothers andnHeh
Barth. The feedback was very encouraging to theofaan
continent.

2. Anti — Trans — Atlantic:

After the law abolishing slave trade by the Britigarliament,
there seemed to be no end to human trade even s Mfieca.

The humanitarians in Europe then proposed thasuhest way to
end the trade was to introduce alternative trade.

However, opinions were divided on this second rea3be first school
of thought holds that the European industrialisesemvorried that the
slave trade would affect the production of raw mate in the African
continent which they needed in their industriese Becond school of
thought opines that the move was championed by soghigious
denominations in Europe who believed that slaveetravzas morally
wrong. To these missionaries, the continent shbelgpenetrated with
the word of God, so as to change their orientdtiom vices.

This humanitarian position was further encouraggdrbomas Fowell
Brixton in his book “The African Slave Trade ands IRemedy”
published in 1840, he charged the missionarieslamthumanitarians as
well as the industrialist to: “Go inland with thab® and plough and
finish slave trade.” (Osokoya 1989 p.58)

Hence, it could be convenient to argue that thgainieasons for the
European penetration into Nigeria in particular &fdca in general in
the 1940s were both religious and economic. Thdy e@hristian

missionaries came for the main assignment of evengewhereas the
industrialist came to trade.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Examine the reasons why the Europeans came to iligéen 19"
century.

3.3 The Activities of the Early Missionaries in Nigria

After the abolition of slave trade in 1833 by tier British Empire,
Freetown in Sierra-leone (West coast of Africa) veaguired for the
settlement of the liberated Africans. Some of theerhted Africans
became converted Christians and educated in tmeafaschool system
in Freetown.

Back home in Europe there were great revival osmigary movement
in Britain. The revival led to the founding of difent religious groups.
These groups were founded as follows: Baptist Mismiy Society
(1792), London Missionary Society (1795), Churchs$itbnary Society
(1799).

The revival zeal of these establishment prompted tmissionaries to
move into the field to win souls. Sierra-leone breatheir landing
point, from where they move to other parts of WAdsica.

With the evangelical atmosphere change in bothaBriand Freetown,
the call to spread became eminent. Some of they eaohverts,
especially of the Yoruba origins returned homed jtheir kiths and
kins. They relayed their experiences abroad; theesships, their rescue
by the British warships, the religion and schodl&m@etown and so on.
These stories became captivating to their localemeg. As time went
on, several of these rescued slaves returned hothéhair stories were
the same. These wonderful experiences, relayedesetlocal audience
resulted to calls from Badagry and Abeakuta to iesionaries in
Sierra-leone and Britain. On 24September, 1842, the Wesleyan
Methodist Society sent Rev. Thomas Birch Freemdre then
superintendent of the Wesleyan Methodist SocietyfCape Coast, to
Badagry. This was in response to a formal invitatlly the Yoruba
emigrants from Sierra-leone who had settled in Baddreeman (a son
of a Negro father and an English mother) was acemmg by Mr. and
Mrs. William de Graft, who later established prignaschools in
Badagry. Mr. William de Graft was also an Africdogrn at Cape coast
(Osokoya 1989).

In 1843 Rev. Samuel Ajayi Crowther, Rev. C. A. Gwl and Mr.
Henry Townsend all from the Church Missionary Styciarrived at
Badagry for missionary work. They later moved toeAkuta in 1846
where they founded two schools; one for boys aedther for girls.
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The Presbyterian Mission arrived at Calabar andbéished a station
there in 1846. In 1853 the Southern Baptist Congaripened a school
at ljaye and another at Ogbomoso and Lagos in 18&veen 1842 and
1964 various missionary bodies have made theirpsfelt especially
within the Lagos, Calabar and across the Nigersar€aese missionary
bodies are:

. the Wesleyan Methodist Society

the Church Missionary Society

the Baptist Mission

the Roman Catholic Mission

the Presbyterian Church of Scotland

the Primitive Methodist Missionary Society
the Qua Iboe Mission

SELF ASS