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Introduction

Welcome to CTH 141: Church History |. Church Histors a

two-semester course of 2 credits each, and is ablailfor first year
students of the Christian Theology Programme. Tt part, Church
History examines the Origin of the Church and gsvelopment to the
time of the Protestant Reformation. Church Histbrgonsists of 14
study units. The Course Guide introduces you totwie course is all
about; course materials you will require, and infation on how you
can work your way through the material. It alsohtights assignments
(tutor — marked assignments) as part of the reo@rgs for this course.

What You will Learn in this Course

The study of Church History will enable you to hawmsight to the
unique heritage that belongs to the Christian faithis uniqueness of
Christianity is rooted in history; God became mad &ved in time and
space in the person of Christ.

You will also study and commit to memory, definiigof Church and
of its History. In addition, you will acquaint yaelf with values,
benefits and purposes of Church History.

You will also learn the formation of Christianitihe various stages of
development, trials and persecutions and the fiabry won in 380
A.D., when Christianity became the sole religiorited Roman Empire.
You will study the development of papacy, the dsthiment of

monasteries and that of medieval learning and worsh

Finally you will discover through your reading aaslsignments, factors
that led to the Protestant Reformation of the ehéih Century and also
acquaint yourself with the major Protestant Refoane

Course Aims
This course encourages you to:

I Study the birth of Jesus Christ, the FounderCbfistianity in
Bethlehem of Judea.

. Study the atmosphere of the Jewish nation harged with
religious emotionalism and political discontent.
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Vi.

Vil.

Study the life of Jesus at about thirty yeafsage when John the
Baptist proclaimed him the Messiah.

Learn about Christ’'s ministry of teaching amehling.

Discover the events that led to Christ cruading burial and
resurrection.

Know the basic tenets of Christian faith ardttbrs that made
Christianity an accepted religion in most partshaf world.

Know the developmental growth of Christianwyth its attendant
chaos from the fourth century to the Reformationtiod early
1500s

Course Objectives

By the end of this course, you should be able to

\2

V.

Vi.

Vil.

viii.

Narrate the emergence and triumph of Christyani

State the roles played by the Emperors in deeelopment and
stability of Christianity.

Describe the growth of papacy and abusesh@ ¢hurch that
eventually led to Protestant Reformation.

Identify the role played by Church Fatherdashioning the rules
of faith.

Describe the reconciliatory moves made by tmepé&ors and
Popes.

List the motives behind crusades and theiultast effects on
Christianity.

Describe the Christian Church and their atgg during the Dark
Ages.

Describe the invention of printing press amg effects on
Christianity.

Describe the origin of some denominational rches and their
founders.

Course Requirements

To complete this course you are required to readsthdy units, read
suggested books and other materials that will ha&lp achieve the
objectives. Each unit contains self-assessmenagsessment purposes.
There will be final examination at the end of thmurse. The course
should take you a total of about 15 weeks to cotaplasted below are
the major components of the course.

Course Materials

Vi

Course Guide
Study Units
Recommended Textbooks
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. Assignment File

Study Units

There are fourteen study units in this course. Ragshshould take you
about two hours to work through. The fourteen uaits divided into
three modules. Two modules contain 5 units eaclewhe last module
contains 4 units.

These are arranged as follows:

Module 1  Ancient Church History — 30 — 100 A.D

Unit 1 The Birth of the Christian Church

Unit 2 The Growth and Expansion of the Early Churc

Unit 3 Persecutions and Victories of the Churct 4@B13 A.D
Unit 4 Formation of New Testament Canon

Unit 5 The Church Fathers and the Growth of Liyurg

Module 2  The Imperial Church — 313 - 476 A.D

Unit 1 Reconciliatory Councils and Creedal Develent
Unit 2 Rise of Monasticism and their developments
Unit 3 The Growth of Power in the Roman Church
Unit 4 The End of Western Roman Empire

Unit 5 Consolidation of Papal Power and the Riskslam

Module 3  The Medieval Church — 476 — 1453 A.D

Unit 1 The Holy Roman Empire

Unit 2 The Crusades

Unit 3 Invention of Printing Press and the Foreremnof the
Reformation

Unit 4 Renaissance Period to the Dawn of Reformatio

Each unit includes a table of contents, introdutgpecific objectives,
recommended textbooks and summaries of key issnédsideas. At
intervals in each unit, you will be provided withhnamber of exercises
or self — assessment questions. These are to belfegt yourself on the
materials you have just covered or to apply thensame way. The
value of these self — test is to help you gauger ywogress and to
reinforce your understanding of the material. Aaslie one tutor —
marked assignments will be provided at the end axtheunit. The
exercise and the tutor-marked assignments will lyelp in achieving
the stated learning objectives of the individuatsiand of the course.

Textbooks and References

vii
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Cairns, Earle. E. (1981Fhristianity through the Century: A History of
the Christian Church. (Rev. & Enlarged Ed.) Grand Rapids:
Zondervan Publishing House.

Burns, Edward McNall Ralph, Philip Lee Lerner, Radb&. and
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Edition) New York: W.W. Norton & Company.
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Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House.
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Houghton, S.M. (2001)Sketches from Church History. Great Britain:
The Barth Press.

Assignment File

All the details of the assignments you must subimityour tutor for
marking will be found in this file. You must gefassing grade in these
assignments in order to pass this course. In thigrasent file itself and
in the section on assessment within this Coursedé&uadditional
information will be found.

There are ten (10) assignments in this course. Wiégover:

The Birth of the Christian Church (modulel, unit 1)

The Apostolic Church and the Church among the Gen{module 1,
unit 2)

The causes of Imperial persecutions and their stagedule 1, unit 3)
The Council of Nicea of 325 A.D and the resolutigm®dule 2, unit 1)
Causes of the rise of monasteries and their denedofs (module 2, unit
2)

The Character of the Roman Church and the trarsffats Capital
(module 2, unit 3)

Factors that led to the down fall of Western Ror&ampire (module 2,
unit 4)

The Crusades and their effects on the consolidatibrihe Church
(module 3, unit 2)

viii
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The role of Printing press in the spread of thgpgbémodule 3, unit 3)
Forerunners of the Protestant Reformation and Reaace (module 3,
units 3 & 4)

Assessment

The course will be assessed in two aspects. Thiese a
Tutor-marked assignments

Written examination

For you to do the assignments very well, it is expeé of you to apply
information, knowledge and techniques obtained ftbe course. You
must endeavor to submit the assignments to yowr tiar marking,

before the deadlines given in the assignment Titkee assignments will
count for 30 % of examination, of which you wilt #or at the end of the
course, and will also count for 70% of your totaucse work. The
examination will be of two hours duration.

Tutor-Marked Assignment

This course consists of 10 tutor-marked assignmértie best three
assignments with the highest marks will be courftedyou. You are
encouraged to submit all your assignments. Eaclgrasent counts
10% towards your total course mark.

In the Assignment file, you will find all the aseigent questions for all
units. To demonstrate your understanding of thessgudo not depend
only on information obtained from the units to aerswhe question. Go
to the library, read and research very well to imbtaore information on
the course.

After completing each assignment, send it to yatort Try your best to
get each assignment across to your tutor on orddfi® dates given in
the Assignment file. However, if it becomes impbgsifor you to

submit any of those assignments on time, pleasgdet tutor know

before the due date. After due consideration, yoghimbe given an
extension.

Final Examination and Grading
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To prepare for this examination, revise all theaareovered in this
course. Revision of all the exercise and the tatarked assignments
before the examination will also be of help to ydbte revision should
start after you have finished studying the lastt.uflihis final
examination will be of three hours’ duration. Istevalue of 70% of the
total course grade.

Course Marking Scheme

This table shows how the actual course markingakdn down

Assessment Marks

Assignments Four assignments, best three marks of
the four count at 30% of course marks,

Final Exam 70 % of Overall Courses marks

Total 100 % of Course marks

Course Overview

The units, the number of weeks it would take yoadmplete them, and
the assignments that follow them are outlined entdble below:

Unit Title of Work Duration Assignment
(weeks)
Course Guide 1
Module 1
1 | The Birth of the Christian 1 Assignment 1
Church

2 | The Growth and Expansion of 1

the Early Church Assignment 2

D
0]
[EEN

3 The Persecutions and Victorié

of the Church Assignment 3

4 | Formation of New Testament 1 :
Assignment 4
Canon
5 | The Church Fathers and the 1 Assianment 5
Growth of Liturgy g
Module 2
1 | Reconciliatory Councils and 2
Creedal Development
2 | Rise of Monasteries and Their 1 :
Assignment 6
Developments
3 | The Growth of Power in the 2
Roman Church
4 | The end of Western Roman 1 Assignment [7
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Church
5 | Consolidation of Papal power 2
and the Rise of Islam
Module 3
1 | The Holy Roman Empire 1
2 | The Crusades 2 Assignment §
3 | Invention of Printing press and 1
the forerunners of the Assignment 9
Reformation
4 | Renaissance 1 Assignment 10
15 | Revision
16 | Examination

How to Get the Most This Course

In distance learning, the study units replace thgarsity lecturer. Thus
one of the advantages of distance learning isythkaican read the course
materials at your own pace, at anytime and anywtliexercises to test
your understanding of the material are providedach unit. There is a
common format for all the units. The first itemtle introduction to
what the unit will be introducing you into. Thenmtluction also shows
you how a particular unit is related to other umit&l to the course as a
whole. After the introduction, you will see the ebjives. The objectives
indicate what you are expected to achieve aftelystg the unit. So you
should keep it handy so as to constantly check @mitor yourself in
terms of achieving those objectives.

The main body of the unit guides you through thguneed readings
from other sources. Exercises, as was mentionemtdyedre provided at
intervals throughout the reading materials. Answershose exercises
are provided at the end of each unit. Don’t trystop any of the

exercises. Try to do them as you meet them whading. This will help

to do your tutor marked assignments and also tgavee you for

examinations.

The following is a practical strategy for studyitige reading materials.
If you encounter any problem, contact your tutod dre/she will be
available to help you out.

Read this Course Guide thoroughly.

Provide a timetable for yourself and take note I time you are
required to spend on each unit and always stitkddimetable

Facilitators/Tutors and Tutorials

Xi
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There are 8 hours of tutorials (eight hours) predido support this
course. The dates, times, and locations of theseidls will be made
available to you, together with the name and addoégour tutor.

Your tutor will mark the assignments. Take notetltd comments he
might make and remember to send your assignmeniisrebehe
deadline. In case you will not meet the deadlinakensure you notify
your tutor. The tutor will return your assignmetasyou after he must
have marked them.

Try your best not to skip any of the tutorials. §8 because that is the
only chance you have of meeting your tutor and yellow students.
And your tutor will more easily solve problems euotered while
reading the course materials.

Summary

CTH 141 intends to introduce you to the world ofu@ih History. By

the time you complete this course, you would havewh major stages
of the developments of Christianity from the Ea@iiurch or Ancient
History of Church 5 BC — AD 590, to the Medievalueth, AD 590 —

1517. Therefore, the successful completion of ¢bigrse will aid you to
answer these questions without much difficulty:

What is the nature of Church History?

What are the benefits of Church History?

How did the formation of the Church come into exigte?

Why did Christians become subjects of imperialckis&

What led to the formation of Creeds and Liturgy?

What were the roles of the Church Fathers in theo@&ation of the
Scriptures?

How did Christianity become the sole religion o Roman Empire?
What led to the development of monasteries?

What led to the conduction of the Crusades?

How did the invention of the Printing Press affébe spread of
Christianity?

Who were John Wycliffe, Jerome and John Huss?
How did the Renaissance prepare the way for thetestant
Reformation?

The questions are inexhaustible. There are morecgouanswer. We
wish you success with the course and hope thatwithuind it both
helpful and interesting. In the longer term, we égpu will enjoy your
acquaintance with NOUN.

Xii
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MODULE 1 ANCIENT CHURCH HISTORY

-30-100 A.D
Unit 1 The Birth of the Christian Church
Unit 2 The Growth and Expansion of the Early Churc
Unit 3 Persecutions and Victories of the Churct 4@B13 A.D
Unit 4 Formation of New Testament Canon
Unit 5 The Church Fathers and the Growth of Liyurg

UNIT 1 THE BIRTH OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1  Definitions of Church
3.2  Definitions of History and Church History
3.3  Benefits of Church History
3.4  The Birth of Jesus Christ
3.5 The Ministry of Jesus Christ
3.6 The Death, Burial, Resurrection and Ascensibdesus
Christ
3.7 The Tenets of Christ’s Teachings
3.8  The Church at Pentecost
3.9 The Gospel Testimony
3.10 The Spirit of Oneness in the Early Church
3.11 The Fall of Jerusalem
3.12 Doctrinal System and the Institution of theutin
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The first unit will introduce you to the definitierof ‘Church’ and that
of ‘Church History’ itself. It will discuss the kiflr, ministry, death, and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ; plantingGCsiristianity and the
Church. This unit is very important because it sbts pace for other
subsequent units of this course. Therefore, theifspabjectives and
outline below are what you should expect to leanmfthis unit.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. explain the origin of the Christian Church
. analyse the teachings and miracles of Jesus Christ
. describe the unity that existed in the Early Church

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Definitions of Church
Definition of the word ‘Church’

The word Church ekklesia) comes from two Greek words;ek"
meaning "out" andKaleo" meaning "to call".This is the Greek word
that was used to translate the Hebrew wordkahal in the Septuagint
(LXX). It has to be noted thatkahal is used in Hebrew to denote the
assembly of the Israelites.In Christian usage, the term signifies a
gathering of people who were once in darkness Isefaeligions or
teachings but now called out into the marveloubtligf the Lord Jesus
Christ. Therefore, the Church is a body of peoph® Wwelieve in Jesus
as the Messiah and who joined to the organizatioginated by Him
(SDA Bible Dictionary, 1976)

Note that Jesus Christ Himself mentioned the wdGdhurch", twice in
the Bible. The first one is "Matthew 16:18 "On thiek, | will build my
Church". The second is Matthew 18:17 "Tell it te tbhurch".

The Apostle Paul also mentioned in his teachingd the Church of
God is one. According to him, this Church is notrtam organization; it
is God’s workmanship (Eph. 2:10), created in acapncg with His
eternal purpose in Christ. Therefore, Pauline doetof the Church, is
that of the household or family of God (Eph. 2:1@)nsisting of those
who are adopted by God as sons and heirs in Qfit& International
Standard Bible Encyclopedia)

3.2 Definition of History
History may be defined (Earle E. Cairns, 1981)rasrpreted record of

the socially significant human past, based on degahdata collected by
scientific method from archaeological, literary liemg sources.
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3.3  Definition of Church History

Church History therefore is the interpreted reauafrthe origin, progress,
and impact of Christianity on human society basedomanized data
gathered by scientific method from archeologicabcudmentary, or
living sources. Finally, Church History is the irgeeted, organized
story of the redemption of man and the earth.

3.4 Benefits of Church History

Perhaps, from the outset, you should know the lisnefie will derive
from the study of Church History. Some of the priynaalues (Cairns
1981) are as follow:

I It links the past factual data of the Christian mgswith the
future proclamation and application of that gosipeh present
synthesis that create understanding of our greatabge and
inspiration for its further proclamation and apation.

. It answers the puzzling query concerning the presear three
hundred Christian religious groups in Nigeria.

iii. It offers a stabilizing influence in an age of dacgm, for one
sees the power of God operating through the liviepeample
transformed by the gospel.

V. The study of Church History offers edification, piration, or
enthusiasm that will stimulate high spiritual life.

V. One who studies Church History will not be parochos
denominationally myopic; rather he will sense thetyof the
true body of Christ throughout the ages.

3.5 The Birth of Jesus Christ

Christian beginnings of course go back several wed before
Constantine to the time of Jesus. Christianity Yeased primarily by
Jesus Christ. The Twelve Apostles and also Apd3dal and gained
converts steadily thereafter into the church. B hew religion only
became widespread during the chaos of the thirducgrand only
triumphed in the Roman Empire during the demortibraof the fourth
century. At the time of its humble beginnings nopoduld have known
that Christianity would be decreed the sole rehigiof the Roman
Empire by the year 380 (Edward M. Burns: 1986).

The books of Matthew, Mark and Luke have clearlgwoented the
details about the birth of Christ. Matthew, in bisn account says that
when Jesus’ mother, "Mary had been engaged to dpbapbefore they
lived together, she was found to be with a chitehfrthe Holy Spirit".

Her husband was not pleased with it; he thereftaen@d to divorce her



CTH 141 MODULE 1

secretly. At that point, the Lord appeared to himaidream not to leave
Mary, because the child in her womb was from thdyH&pirit. "She
will bear a Son and you shall call his name Jegushe will save his
people from their sins." (Matt.1:18-21)

Jesus was born soon after that above encounterawidémgel of the Lord
at Bethlehem of Judea in the time of King Herode TWise men from
the East came to pay homage to the newborn Kingtlatdignited the
wrath of King Herod, who became jealous and suspgiof any rival
ruler in his own domain. The angel of the Lord veafrthe parents of
baby Jesus to take him to Egypt. They were thetéd the death of
Herod. Then, the family was instructed again tosde&gypt and they
came to the district of Galilee, where they madsdrthome in a town
called Nazareth (Matt.2: 1-23).

Luke, also in his account, agreed with Matthew asghve his own
supportive evidence that Jesus did live with hiepis at Nazareth. He
added, "The child grew and became strong, fillethwiisdom, and the
favour of God was upon him". Every year his parevest to Jerusalem
for the festival of the Passover. And when he weslve years old, he
went with his parents for the festival. At the tdeyphe discussed the
Scriptures freely with the teachers. It was at tdmmple, for the first
time, that he made his mission on earth known & garents, even
though, they did not understand. From that agevisydill age thirty, he
was with his parents at Nazareth and was obedientthem
(Luke 2:41-52)

As stated earlier, while Jesus was growing up, dwadgs under Roman
rule. The atmosphere of the country was chargedh wdligious

emotionalism and political discontent. Some of ple@ple, notably the
Pharisees, concentrated on preserving the Jewish alad looked

forward to the coming of a political messiah whouwhdb rescue the
country from Rome. Most extreme of those who solmgime in politics

were the "Zealots", who wished to overthrow the Ramby the use of
arms. Some groups, on the other hand, were naestesl in politics at
all. Typical of these were the Essenes, who hoped spiritual

deliverance through asceticism, repentance, andicalunion with

God. The ministry of Jesus was clearly more alliedthis pacific

orientation (Edward M. Burns: 1986).

3.6 The Ministry of Jesus Christ

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiber when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was thex nfl Galilee, and
his brother Philip the ruler of Iturae, that therd/@f the Lord came to
John, son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He wenoiuighout the region
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proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgess of sins. Many
responded positively and were baptized.

And as the people were filled with expectation, alldvere questioning
in their hearts concerning John, whether he mighthe Messiah; John
answered all of them by saying, | baptized you witiier, but one who
is more powerful than | is coming; | am not wortioyuntie the thong of
his sandals, He will baptize you with the Holy $&pand fire. Shortly
after that, Jesus appeared before John and wagdshpthe Holy Spirit
descended upon him in a bodily form like a dovedAnvoice came
from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved, with yoam well
pleased". He was about thirty years old when heabdgs ministry
(Luke 3:1-23). He soon gathered his twelve dissipldno labored side
by side with him for the next three years. His eareaccording to
Edward M Burns (1986) was a continuous course efghing and
teaching and of healing the sick, "casting out ld&vrestoring sight to
the blind, and raising the dead. He not only densednshame, greed,
and licentious living, but also set the example d&th by a life of
humility and self-denial. Burns said that Christibe=d that he had a
mission to save humanity from error and sin. HeeddHis preaching
and other activities eventually aroused the antzgorof some of the
Chief Priests and conservative rabbis. They didlikeis caustic
references to the legalism of the Pharisees, mseoapt for form and
ceremony, and his scorn for pomp and luxury. Tleaydd also that his
active leadership would cause trouble with the Rmndherefore they
planned for his arrest and crucifixion.

3.7 The Crucifixion of Jesus Christ and Burial

Perhaps, the crucifixion of Jesus marked a graatagl in Christian

history. In one of his visits to the temple, Jestove away

moneychangers and temporarily restored order thire. Chief Priest
and temple officers were not pleased. They plartoeeliminate him.

When the opportunity came, they went through onéhisf disciples,

Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. He was arrestetthea Garden of
Gethsemane and brought before the rulers for tAetordingly, they

brought him into the highest court in Jerusalemerghe was solemnly
condemned for blasphemy and for setting himselfagp'king of the

Jews" and turned over to Pontius Pilate, the Romawvernor, for

execution of the sentencéhey had to do this because they had no
legal powers to execute anybody.

It was nine o’clock in the morning on Friday whéwy crucified him.
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole lamd three
o'clock in the afternoon. Jesus Christ committed Bpirit into his
Father’'s hand and breathed his last and the cudfathe temple was
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torn into two, from top to bottom. He died on thess between two
thieves on the hill of Golgotha outside Jerusalem.

His body was later laid at the tomb made by Josépkrimathea. In the
third day, early in the morning, Jesus resurrectézl appeared, first to
Mary, then to the eleven disciples. Their hope thals previously
shattered, now rekindled. The rest of his followavere quickly

convinced that he had risen from the dead andninatas truly a divine
being. With their courage restored, they organittesdr little band and
began preaching and testifying in the name of tRésen Lord. Thus
one of the world’s great religions was launchedaarourse that would
ultimately convert an empire no less mighty thamRpa divine being
(Edward M. Burns: 1986).

3.8 The Core of Christ’'s Teachings

There has never been a complete agreement amoigji&iy as to the
precise teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. The omgrdiable records are
the four Gospels, but the earliest of these waswnibten until at least a
generation after Jesus’ death. According to theefsebf his orthodox
followers, Jesus, the founder of Christianity rdedahimself as the
Christ, the divine Son of God, who was sent on #aigh to suffer and
die for the sins of humanity. They were convincedl tafter three days
in the tomb, he had risen from the dead and asdente heaven,
whence he would come again to judge the world. Gbspels at least
make it clear that he included the following amdngbasic teachings:-

. the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of hutyani
. the Golden Rule;

. forgiveness and love of one’s enemies;

. repayment of evil with good;

. self-denial,

. condemnation of hypocrisy and greed;

. opposition to ceremonialism as the essence ofioelig

. the imminent approach of the end of the world; and

. the resurrection of the dead and the establishofethie kingdom
of heaven.

Recent research tends to emphasize the last tWesé points as being
at the center of Jesus’ mission (Edward M. Bur886).

3.9 The Church at Pentecost

It will interest you to note that the official ddgr the establishment of
the Christian Church came after the death of JEuist. Therefore, the
Christian Church began its history as a world moseton the Day of
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Pentecost, in the late spring of the year 31 Aflity days after the

Resurrection of Jesus Christ, and ten days afseiABcension. During
the ministry of Jesus, his disciples believed tleatvas the long-looked-
for Messiah of Israel, the Christ. According to Hut, these two words
are the same, "Messiah" being Hebrew, and "Chbeit\g Greek; and
both meaning, "The Anointed One," the Prince of tHeavenly

Kingdom. The Church began in the city of Jerusalang apparently
was limited to that city and its immediate surromgg during the

earliest years of its history.

A reading of the first six chapters in the BookAaits will show you that
during this early period the apostle Simon Petéedh@as the leader of
the Church. Though he was not officially appointed,every occasion
Peter comes to the front as the planner, the peeattte wonder-worker
and the defender of the infant church. Hurlburbasnfirms that this
was not because Peter was the divinely-appointpé po ruler; but as
the result of his promptness in decision, his meesh of speech and his
spirit of leadership. By the side of Peter, thecpcal, we see John, the
contemplative and the spiritual, rarely speaking ger held in high
honor by the believers.

In a church of comparatively small numbers, albire city, all of one

race, all absolutely obedient to the will of thescended Lord, and all in
fellowship with the Spirit of God, little governmiewas needed; but that
little was given by the twelve apostles as a bdégter being their
spokesman. A sentence in Acts 5:13, intimates ¢lverence in which

the apostles were held, both by the believers amel people

(Jesse Lyman Hurlbut: 1981).

3.10 The Gospel Testimony

You need to know that the Church at Pentecost weatotved with the
gift of tongues in order to quickly disseminate thespel to many
nations, tribes and tongues. The new Church wasesddowed with the
apostolic miracles to confirm their divine approviterefore, there was
a need of testimonies to the goodness of the Laidgbmanifested
amongst the new sets of believers. Hurlbut addsthigaweapon of the
church through which the world was to be won, westestimony of its
members. According to him, Peter and all the apesthnd all the
church gave their testimony to the gospel. Whendimrch had one
hundred and twenty members, and the spirit descengen them, all
became preachers of the Word. Hurlbut further stateat as the
numbers were multiplied, the witnesses multipliéat, every member
spoke as a messenger of Christ, there being nnatish between
clergy and laity. According to this topic, you realby now that toward
the close of this period, Stephen has risen to smimence as a
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preacher. This universal testimony was a potentienice in the rapid
increase of the church.

Hurlbut further confirms the necessity of the miratis in the apostolic
Church. He says that in the beginning of this nygéftort, a handful of

plain people, without arms or social prestige, autth all the powers of

the national church and state arrayed against thewertaking to

transform a nation, - some super-natural help veasled; and it came in
the form of "mighty works". The apostolic miracleave been named
"bells to call the people to worship”. You will deell to have your

Bible with you and read the third chapter of Actsle Apostles. There
you will read of a work of healing wrought at theditiful Gate of the
Temple, immediately followed by a multitude of p&opistening to

Peter and submitting to Christ. Also in the fifthapter, there is the
record of a miracle of judgment: the sudden death&nanias and

Sapphira at Peter's rebuke, as a warning againistsess and

falsehood. Read the first eight chapters of thes Aftthe Apostles and
you will be amazed to see an efflorescence of diyiawer, in the cure
of many diseased people. This power was not limékxhe to Peter,
Stephen or other apostles, rather the Lord wrolighhders and signs”
through all of them. These mighty works attractéerdion, awakened
inquiry, and opened the hearts of multitudes dhfai Christ.

3.11 The Spirit of Oneness in the Early Church

Perhaps, you may want to refer to the Spirit ofn@ss in the early
Church as a "modern day communism,” where evergentg is held in

trust for the betterment of the immediate commuriityere was a very
strong cord of unity that bounded the communityetbgr in love. May

be, you can also acquaint yourself with the viewslorlbut (1981) as

presented below. He says that the love of Chr@tiglg in the hearts of
these people called forth also a love for theiofeldisciples, a unity of
spirit, a joy in fellowship, and especially a sé#nying interest in the
needy members of the church. You may read for rdetails from the

Acts of the Apostles Chapter five, of how rich dies surrendered
their properties to the less privileged ones withmampulsion. Hurlbut

says that, it was tested in a small communitydelélling within one

city; and in a highly-selected people, all filledthwvthe Holy Spirit, in

character aiming to reproduce the principles of 8smon on the
Mount. He said that, that practice arose in theeetgiion of a speedy
return of Christ, at whose coming earthly possessimight be no
longer needed. However, the system developed its maral evils, as
the selfishness of Ananias and Sapphira. The spithis liberal giving

Is to be commended, though, with its own weaknessegvery system
operated by human organization.
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3.12 The Fall of Jerusalem

Without any question in one’s mind, you are follagithe trends in the
Early Church. By now you should be able to undexstaow the Early
Church cared for its poor and needy without anyreex The
membership of the early church soon included nevsJ®utside
Jerusalem. Interestingly, before the death of thmosfle Paul, the
Gentiles were more in number among Christiansalt wot long when a
sharp distinction between Christian Jews and nersJarose. The
Jewish nation saw herself as the custodian of theles of God and that
she was duty bound to tutor other nations. Theegfiorwas difficult for
her to comprehend the idea of being under the datoim of another
nation, particularly, a Gentile nation as Rome. bgyyou need to be
reminded that when Christ was born, the Jewishonatvas under the
Roman Empire along with other nations. Hurlbut (I98ays that,
among the many provinces under the rule of Rome, ahly land
discontented and disloyal was Judea. He saystti@tlews, by putting
their own interpretation upon their prophetic wrgs, believed that they
were destined to conquer and govern the world, hading that
confident expectation submitted unwillingly to tiieke of the Roman
emperors. It must be admitted also that many ofRbman procurators
or governors utterly failed to comprehend the Jewisaracter, and were
needlessly harsh in their dealings. About 66 Alie §ews broke out
into open rebellion, hopeless from its very begignifor what could one
of the smallest provinces, whose people were urgdhiin war,
accomplish against an empire of a hundred and ywemtlions of
people, with a quarter of million disciplined andasoned soldiers?
Moreover, the Jews themselves were broken inteofast which fought
and slaughtered each other as fiercely as theimsmmenemy Rome.
Vespasian, the leading Roman general, led a great eto Palestine,
but was called to Rome to take the imperial thrama] left the conduct
of the war to his son Titus. After a terrible siegeade more terrible by
starvation and civil strife within the walls, thetyc was taken and
destroyed.

3.13 Doctrinal System and Institution of the Church

The following could be considered as the doctrind practice of the
early Church. Hurlbut says that

). Baptism was everywhere the rite of initiatiorto the church,
mainly by immersion; although there is definite rmem, 120
A.D., of baptism by pouring water upon the headjdating that
it was already a custom.
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1)) The Lord’'s Day was generally observed, thougbt with
strictness as a day absolutely set apart. As lsrtheachurch was
mainly Jewish, the Hebrew Sabbath was kept; but became
increasingly Gentile the first day gradually todie tplace of the
seventh day. We find before the end of St. Paulisigtry, the
churches meeting on the first day of the week, andhe
Revelation that day is called "The Lord’s day".

iii)  The Lord’s Supper was universally observedhisTbegan as a
service in the home, like the Jewish Passoverpbwhich it was
an outgrowth. But among Gentile churches the cusiomse of
celebrating it at a meeting of the church, as gsupo which
each member brought some share of provision. $i. ieauked
the church at Corinth for abuses that had crepttims method of
observance. By the end of the century the Lord’sp8u was
everywhere a service held at the meeting-placéeChristians,
but (probably on account of the persecutions) nagublic. All,
except members of the church were excluded frons thi
celebration, which was held as a "mystery".

iv)  The recognition of Easter Sunday, as the amsary of our
Lord’s resurrection was sanctioned and growing,eas not by
this time universal.

Also the following is the simple order of servidetloe early Church.

) The Old Testament Scriptures were read, andigga of the
apostolic letters, also of the gospels.

1)) The psalms of the Bible and Christian hymngewehanted

i)  Prayers, unlike those in the synagogues, vep@taneous

iv)  Addresses were freely given by the membenasiting brethren.

V) At the close of the service frequently the Ler8upper was
partaken.

In almost every aspect, the church of the firstsdags faultless. It was
strong in faith and testimony, pure in characted abundant in love.
But its one defect was lack of missionary zeaheléded the stimulus of
sharp persecution to send it forth on its worldevigiission; and that
stimulus it soon received.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, you have learnt the definitions of .Eth History and the
benefits one could derive by studying the subj¥ou have also learnt
the facts about the birth, ministry, death and mestion of Jesus Christ.
The last point was the formation of Christian Chwuticat began on the

10
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day of Pentecost. Without mincing words, this Umas aroused your
interest in studying Church History.

5.0 SUMMARY

The following is a summary of the major pointshie unit:

Church History began with its founder, Jesus Chtis¢ Rock, upon
whom the church is built. The outpouring of the yH8Ipirit on the day
of Pentecost was a clear manifestation of the ajgbaf the Trinity that
Church of God is the agent of salvation. The SpiriUnity in the Early
Church made its witness effective.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What are the four major benefits one can ddrwe the study of
Church History?

2. When did Church of Christ begin its history as world
movement?
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UNIT 2 THE GROWTH AND EXPANSION OF THE
EARLY CHURCH

CONTENTS
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3.4  Saul's Conversion
3.5 The Church at Antioch
3.6  The First Missionary Journey of Barnabas and Pa
3.7 The Council at Jerusalem
3.8 The Second Missionary Journey of Paul
3.9 Paul's Third Missionary Journey
3.10 Paul’s Fourth Missionary Journey
3.11 Emperor Nero’s Persecution

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

From the first unit, you have acquired the knowkeadd the birth of the
Christian Church and her leaders who worked hambutture the infant
Church. In this unit, you will study the growth aeapansion of the
early Church. One of the major points is the esghbient of Churches
through the ministries of the Apostles in Samand Antioch. This unit
also has an exciting account of Paul's missionatyrjeys and their
joyous ends. Therefore, we need to encourage ytakonotice of the
successive stages of the expansion of the EarlydGhu

2.0 OBJECTIVES

After completing this unit, you should be able to:

. narrate the story of Stephen

. identify the contribution of Philip to the growtl the Christian
Church

. narrate the invitation of Peter to Joppa and Caesar

. narrate the first Council of the Apostolic Chur¢hilarusalem

. describe the supportive ministry of Barnabas td Sau

. analyze the four journeys made by Paul

. describe the persecution of Emperor Nero.

12
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Stephen’s Preaching, his Death and Involvement Saul

You will notice that the Christian Church that bega a small way, and
then later became enlarged on the day of Pentbeogtsted peoples of
various backgrounds with diverse cultural heritags. you read the
sixth chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, you weidisily discover that
the infant Church had a problem in her hands tolves The immediate
problem was that of neglect or marginalization. |blurt said that there
was a complaint in the church at Jerusalem, thttardistribution of the
funds for the poor, the families of the Grecian dew Hellenists were
neglected. The apostles called the church toge#imet,proposed that a
board of seven men be chosen for this service. plais was adopted,
and of the seven men appointed, the first namedSteghen, "a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit." Others werhilip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon Parmenas, and Nickolaus. They hasdhmen stand
before the apostles, who prayed and laid their #iand them.
(Acts 6:5-6) Hurlbut said that, although chosen tfug church’s social
ministry, Stephen soon attracted notice as a pegachrom the
accusation against him when the Jewish rulers teddsim, and from
the tenor of his address at the trial, it is evidéat Stephen proclaimed
Jesus as a Saviour not only for Jews, but alsoGlentiles of every
nation. Stephen was the first in the church to h#hee vision of a
world-wide gospel; and it was that which caused tarhecome the first
Christian martyr.

Among those who heard Stephen, and were arouseshger by his
utterances, thoroughly repugnant to the Jewish mvred a young man
from Tarsus, on the coast of Asia Minor, named Skl had been
educated in Jerusalem under the great Gamalielnasdan accredited
rabbi or teacher of the Jewish law. Saul approvietheir stoning of
Stephen and planned for more ruthless measureasaghe Christian
Church. He therefore instigated others to join hmmpersecuting the
young believers. The account of the havocs agaimst Church is
described in Acts 8:1-3.

That day, a severe persecution began against theclCin Jerusalem,
and all except the apostles were scattered thraughe countryside of
Judea and Samaria. But Saul was ravaging the climyreimtering house
after house; dragging off both men and women, amdngitted them to
prison. (Acts 8:1-3). Hurlbut said that, the JeleisaChurch was broken
up for the time, and its members scattered abrBat.wherever they
went, to Samaria, to Damascus, or even as far #sdhnin Syria, they
became preachers of the gospel, and establishedhesu Thus did the
fiery hate of Saul prove an aid to the expansiothefChurch (Hurlbut:
1981).

13
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3.2 The Ministry of Philip in Samaria

You will recall that, during the persecution atubkalem that was
co-headed by Paul, the believers ran for their deas into every
direction. As they scattered them throughout thggore they preached
the gospel and more souls were added into the @ie. of the displaced
people was Philip. You should recall that he was oh the deacons
elected to care for the poor in the church. He mstdo Samaria where
he found refuge. Philip immediately proclaiming tlessiah to them as
the Saviour and the Way, his ministry was blessetapproved by the
Lord. The crowd with one accord listened eagerlytat was said by
Philip. They heard and saw the signs that the LGt performed
through him. Unclean spirits crying with loud shsecame out of many
who were possessed, and many others who were padaty lame were
cursed. There was great joy in the city of Samaral environ
(Acts 8:5-8). Hurlbut described the Samaritans asix@d people, who
were neither Jews nor Gentiles but held in conteoypthe Jews. That
Philip should begin preaching to Samaritans sholhisdreedom from
the narrow Jewish spirit. Interestingly, Philip adished a church at
Samaria, which was duly recognized by the AposHleter and John.
Therefore, Samaria became the first church outhidgale of Judaism,
yet not quite church of Gentile members. Philigathis preached and
founded churches in the coast cities of Gaza, JapmhCaesarea. These
were Gentiles cities, but all having a large Jewaspulation. Here the
gospel would of necessity come into contact withllkathen world.

3.3  Peter’s Invitation to Joppa and Caesarea

As the Christian Church began to grow and expametetcame a need
for co-ordination and supervision. Therefore, App®fleter went from

one new group to another encouraging the new leebeto be steadfast
and have total commitment to their new found fdithone of his visits,

the apostle Peter came to "the saints living indayd there, he found
Aeneas, a man who had been bedridden for eightsyéar he was

paralyzed. Peter then called on Jesus Christ foimemediate release
from the sickness. His prayer was answered as Aeg@taup to his feet.
The news of that miracle spread around like witd throughout Lydda
and Sharon and nearby villages, even to Joppa. Mauols joined the

Church as a result of the sign.

Now in Joppa, there was a disciple called Tabitaich in Greek was
Dorcas. She became ill and died. Peter was inahee s/7icinity; he was
called upon to minister to the church at Joppa. ¥bould understand
that the apostolic miracles were not to be displayeshowcased by the
disciples. Signs and miracles whenever they ocrit@strengthen the
faith of members and to confirm the strength angigyoof the Almighty
God.
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Peter promptly responded to the call and prayethi®restoration of the
life of Tabitha. The Lord answered and Dorcas wasight back to life
and many believed in the Lord (Acts 9:32-43). lettingly, Peter
continued preaching at Joppa for some days ance$ided with one
Simon, a tanner. Hurlbut said that for Peter ty stdah a tanner would
show that Peter was already emancipated to sefrveethe strict rules
of Jewish custom; for men of that trade were cereally "unclean”. As
Peter resided with Simon at Joppa, at about threwck in the
afternoon, the Lord showed him a vision in which diearly saw an
angel.

As stated above, Peter resided with Simon at Jogygae he continued
with his itinerary. One day, he felt into a traratenoon and he saw the
heaven opened and something like a large sheetngodown, being
lowered to the ground by its four corners. In itrevaall kinds of
four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds ofaineThen he heard a
voice saying, "Get up, Peter; kill and eat". Petdused bluntly. The
voice said to Peter again, what God has made glearmust not call
profane.

As Peter was pondering upon the vision, the Lotd tbm to go with
the delegation from Cornelius. Hurlbut, quotingnfrthe Scriptures said
that, immediately afterward messengers arrived f@aesarea, thirty
miles to the north, asking for Peter to come arsiruct Cornelius, a
devout Roman officer. Under direction of the Spifteter went to
Caesarea, preached the gospel to Cornelius arfiddmds, and received
them into the church by baptism: the spirit of Gedtifying divine
approval by an outpouring, similar to that on they®f Pentecost. Thus
a divine sanction was given to preaching the gosp&lentiles and their
acceptance in the church.

3.4 Saul's Conversion

May be you need to take your Bible now and readnihéh chapter of
Acts of the Apostles, to acquaint yourself with tife of Saul who

persecuted the Christian church at her infancy.l Bhtained a letter
from the High Priest to punish Jews who were at 8sous, who still
belong to the Way, and bring them bound to Jerosal®aul’s

opposition, according to Hurlbut, had been esplciaitter against a
doctrine, which made all men equal before God, whileere is no more
difference between Jews and Gentiles in His sight.

As Saul went for the onslaught of the believers, ltbrd met with him
on the road and he was arrested, as it were, hgi@\of the ascended
Jesus Christ. That was the moment of his convergibout this time,
possibly just before Peter’s visit to Caesarea/,Sha persecutor, was
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accepted into the fellowship of the church. Immedia he began
preaching the crucified and risen Lord whom he aret spoke with on
his way to Damascus. Saul at once adopted StephEws, and was a
greater than Stephen in carrying onward the movérfna church

open to all men, whether Jews or Gentiles. In hB# tistory of

Christianity no single conversion to Christ carriedth it such

momentous results to the whole world, as that afl 8@ persecutor,
afterward Paul the Apostle.

3.5 The Church at Antioch

Following the trends of events closely, you willosounderstand the
stages of the spread of the Early Church. As statetler, the initial

persecution of the church during the stoning ojpB¢®m had aided the
spread of the Gospel throughout Palestine. It va#s that some of the
members of the young church at Jerusalem escapBdr@scus, other
fled three hundred miles to Antioch, the capitaBgfia, of which great
province Palestine was a part. At Antioch thesthfai members went
into the Jewish synagogue, and there, gave th&limteny to Jesus as
the Messiah. It was also said that in every synagag place was set
apart for Gentile worshippers. Many of these hetrd gospel at
Antioch and embraced the faith of Christ; so tmathat city a church
grew up wherein Jews and Gentiles worshiped togedkeequals in
privilege. Acts 11:22 said that when news of thisdition, reached
Jerusalem, the mother church was alarmed and seprasentative to
examine this relation with the Gentiles. Fortungte¢he choice of a
delegate fell upon Barnabas, the broad-minded, -bpanted, and
generous.

He went to Antioch, and instead of condemning therch for its

liberality he rejoiced in it, endorsed the movemeand stayed at
Antioch to participate in it. Barnabas had shows ¢onfidence in Saul
before. The Bible says that Barnabas went to Sddise in Tarsus,
about a hundred miles from Antioch, mostly by wabeought Saul with

him to Antioch, and made him an associate in thekwed the gospel. It
will be said also that the church at Antioch artsesuch prominence
that there for the first time the followers of 3trbecame known as
"Christians" — a name applied not by Jews, but bgeks, and found
only three times in the New Testament.

Interestingly, at that time, prophets came downmfrderusalem to
Antioch. One of them named Agabus stood up andigieet by the
spirit that there would be a severe famine overethi@e world and this
took place during the reign of Claudius. Therefatee disciples at
Antioch sent relief to the poorer saints in Judetha time of famine;
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and its leaders and teachers were eminent meneinednly church
(Hurlbut 1981).

3.6  The First Missionary Journey of Barnabas and &ul

The ministrations of Barnabas and Paul among th#ilée encouraged
the Christian Church to grow in leaps and boundstainly, the journey
of Barnabas and Paul was richly blessed with a leurhprvest of souls.
The Gentiles were glad and praised the Lord fomkng Him, the only
true God. Therefore, as many as have been calléadl time light of the
Son of God became believers, and the Word of Goelaspthroughout
the region (Acts 13:48-49). Prior to the above egpee in the Church,
Hurlbut said that the Gentile members of the chukehe only those
who had themselves sought admission. But now, utideguidance of
the Holy Spirit and by the appointment of the etdehe two greatest
leaders in the church at Antioch went forth on aangelistic mission to
other lands, seeking both Jews and Gentiles wélgtdspel. As you read
the story of this first missionary journey you wilbtice certain features
in the effort, which became typical of all the lagmterprises of Apostle
Paul. It was undertaken by two workers in unisarirst "Barnabas and
Saul," but soon changed to "Paul and Barnabas,"Paul and his
company,” showing Saul or Paul as the leading éigBecause of the
socio-political structure of Palestine at that time it was customary
for a Jew to have two names: one would be Jewish érihe other
would be Roman or Greek. So for the Apostle, Saul & his Jewish
name and Paul his Roman namelhe two missionaries took with them
as helper a younger man, John Mark, although reo&dr them in the
middle of their journey. It was also said that Bdras and Paul chose as
their principal fields of labor the large citiesisiting Salamis and
Paphos in the island of Cyprus, Antioch and Iconiankisidia, Lystra
and Derbe in Lycaonia. Wherever it was possibley tegan their work
by preaching in the synagogue, for therein every Bad a right to
speak, and especially an accredited rabbi, as Faubing from the
famous school of Gamaliel, would be welcome. Mosxpthrough the
synagogue they would reach not only the devout Jewtswith them the
serious, God-fearing Gentiles. At Derbe, the last adsited, they were
quite near Antioch, from which they had set foBht instead of passing
through the Caecilian Gates and returning homey, tled westward,
retraced their steps, revisited the churches wthely had founded on
their outward journey, and appointed over themrsldecording to the
plan of the synagogue. You shall find these methaddsork followed
in all the after-journeys of Apostle Paul (Hurlli@81).
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3.7 The Council at Jerusalem

The Council at Jerusalem could be considered afrgte€Council of the
Christian Church where resolutions were arrivednafavour of the
expansion of the Gospel among the Gentiles.

You would agree with me that in every society ogamized group of
people two types are always represented: the ogatsex, looking to
the past, and the progressive, looking toward titeré. It was said that
the ultra Jewish element in the church held tharehcould be no
salvation outside of Isreal; hence, that all thentdes disciples must
receive circumcision and observe Jewish regulati@wds 15:5). The
progressive teachers led by Paul and Barnabasrdddiaat the gospel
was for Jews and Gentiles upon the same termstbfifeChrist without
regard to the Jewish law. It was written that bemvéehese two parties a
great controversy arose, threatening a divisiothenchurch. Finally a
council was held in Jerusalem to consider the questf Gentile
membership, and frame a ruling for the churchs lhoteworthy that in
this council not only the Apostles, but the eldeasd "the whole
church,"” were represented. Paul and Barnabas,Reittr and James, the
Lord’s brother, took part in the debate (Acts 151Bj. With this
decision the period of transition from a Jewish i§tan Church to a
church for people of every race and land, was cetad| and the gospel
could now go forward on its ever-widening way.

The outcome of that debate is as follow:

0] The Jewish ceremonial law was binding uponslewly, and not
upon Gentile believers @hrist.

(i)  The Jews should not trouble the Gentiles vane turning to the
Lord.

(i)  The Gentiles should only abstain from thingsluted by idols.

(iv)  They should also abstain from fornicationgdan

(v)  From whatever has been strangled and fromdo(dats 15:20)
Therefore, it will be said that by the decisiontbé Council at
Jerusalem, the church was free to enter upon arlargrk for the
bringing of all people, of every race, and in evienyd under the
realm of Jesus Christ. Jewish members of the chuvele
expected to continue in their obedience to the slevaw, though
such leaders interpreted the regulations broadIgta®aul. But
Gentiles could enter the Christian fold by simm&h in Christ
and a righteous life, without submission to legaduirements
(Hurlbut 1981).
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3.8 The Second Missionary Journey of Paul
(Acts 15:36 to 18:22)

It was said that after the Council at Jerusalem Betuout on a second
missionary journey. With Silas or Silvanus as hesnpanion, he went
forth from Syrian Antioch, visited again for tharthtime the churches
on the mainland founded on his first journey, reatckhe coast of the
Aegean Sea at Troas, the site of ancient Troy, aodsed over into
Europe, bringing the gospel to that continent. Téstablished churches
at Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea in the prawino€ Macedonia; a
small one in the cultured city of Athens, and arsgrone at Corinth, the
commercial metropolis of Greece. From Corinth Raxdte two letters
to the church at Thessalonica, his earliest exdprdtles. Then he sailed
eastward across the Aegean Sea for a brief visEgbesus in Asia
Minor; then over the Mediterranean to Caesareajt wprto salute the
mother church at Jerusalem; and returned to hiirgjgpoint at Syrian
Antioch. It may surprise you that Paul in his joeyrof three years by
land and sea had covered more than two thousaed,maihd had planted
the church in at least seven important cities -babty in many more —
and had opened the imperial continent of Europdeogospel. Without
missing words, you would have seen God in actiothelife of Paul.
Therefore God can use anyone who will surrendesséifror herself to
the infilling of the Holy Spirit.

3.9 Paul’'s Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23-2117)

According to Hurlbut, Paul rested for a brief pdriand then began his
third missionary journey again from Antioch, butstieed to end in
Jerusalem, with himself a prisoner in the hands tltdé Roman
government. His only companion in the beginning wasothy, who
had joined him on his second journey, and remaitwethe end his
faithful helper and "son in the gospel”; but quiée number of
fellow-traveler were with him before the close lilstjourney. He began
by visiting the churches in Syria and Cilicia, dtebs including his
birthplace, Tarsus; then passed over his old raatding for the fourth
time upon the churches of his first journey. Buteafcrossing the
province of Phrygia, instead of turning northwaad Tiroas, he went
southward to Ephesus, the metropolis of Asia Mirtéere he stayed
more than two years, (Acts 19:9-10), the longesirst place in all his
journeys. God did extraordinary miracles throughlRa that when the
handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his bashe Wrought to the
sick, their diseases left them and the evil smaime out of them. In
addition, many of those who became believers cgpfésnd disclosed
their practices. A number of those who practicedjimgathered their
books and burnt them completely. The price of theas fifty thousand
silver coins. The word of the Lord grew mightilycaprevailed. His
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ministry won great success, resulting, not onlyhie church at Ephesus,
but also in planting the gospel throughout the proe. The seven
churches of Asia were formed either directly oriiectly by Paul.
Following his method of revisiting his churchegrr Ephesus he sailed
to Macedonia, called upon the disciples in Philipfhessalonica, and
Berea, also those in Greece. He was led to retythdsame route for a
final visit to those churches; sailed to Troas, #mehce along the coast
of Asia Minor. At Miletus, the seaport of Epheshe,sent for the elders
of that Church and gave to them a touching fareagdlress then went
on his voyage again to Caesarea, and climbed upmihentains to
Jerusalem. It was also recorded that Paul's thirslsionary journey
ended at Jerusalem while worshiping in the Tenpéewas attacked by
a Jewish mob and subsequently rescued by Romaierspldnd, for his
own safety, placed in the castle named after Marthény. It should be
noted that the third missionary journey was as lasighe second, except
for the three hundred miles between Jerusalem antideh. Its greatest
outstanding results were the commanding churclphe&us, and two of
the most important epistles of St. Paul; one to ¢harch at Rome
setting forth the principles of the gospel as pheacby himself; and the
other, the Epistle to the Galatians, addressetigéahurches of his first
journey, wherein Judaizing teachers had perverigayrof the disciples
(Hurlbut 1981).

3.10 Paul's Fourth Journey (Acts 27, 28)

Perhaps it will interest you that, for more tharefyears after his arrest;
Paul was a prisoner, for a short time in Jerusatean for three years in
Caesarea, and for at least two years at Rome. Yaulook upon that
perilous voyage from Caesarea to Rome. And againnyay look upon
that perilous voyage from Caesarea to Rome as &ilI'sPfourth
journey, for even in his bonds Paul was still aswisary, employing
every opportunity to preach the gospel of Christe Tnmediate cause
of the voyage was his appeal as a Roman citizen tre trial by the
Procurator of Judea to the Emperor's Court at Rdfige.companions
were Luke and Aristarchus, who may have sailed iascémpanions.
There was also on board a group of convicted catitaken to Rome
for slaughter in the gladiatorial games, soldiezsguard them, and
sailors to work the ship. The biblical accountsigaat on that long and
perilous voyage, all these fellow-travellers witke tapostle heard the
gospel; also that at Sidon, and Myra, and Cretera/the vessel paused,
Paul was able to proclaim Christ. Happily, Paul w@ithe faith many in
the island of Melita (Malta), where after the stortiney tarried three
months. (Acts 28:1-11)
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At last Paul arrived at Rome, the goal of his hofmesmany years. A

prisoner awaiting trial, he yet had his own hiredi$e, wherein he lived,
chained to a soldier. His first effort was, as alsyato reach the Jews,
and he held an all day meeting with them. On disdog that only a

few of the Jews were willing to accept the gosi, turned to the
Gentiles. For two years his house was a church eumanany found

Christ, especially among the soldiers of the PramioGuard. But his

greatest work in Rome was the writing of four dpstwhich are among
the treasures of the church — Ephesians, Philigpi@olossians, and
Philemon. There is good reason to believe that &ite years in prison,
Paul was acquitted and set at liberty.

You might look upon Paul’s three or four yearsibéity as continuing
his fourth missionary journey. You might have hintsexpectations of
visits to Colosse and Miletus. If he was so neaEphesus, as were
these two places, we might be almost certain thatisited that city. He
visited also the island of Crete, where he lefugiin charge of the
churches; and Nicopolis on the Adriatic Sea, noftireece. Tradition
states that at this place he was arrested, andagant to Rome, where
he was martyred 68 A.D. Three epistles may beloritis period: First
Timothy, Titus, and Second Timothy, his last letteritten from his
prison at Rome (Hurlbut 1981).

3.11 Emperor Nero’s Persecution

It was said that, in the year 64 A.D. a large pathe city of Rome was
destroyed in a great conflagration. It was gengtadllieved that Nero,
who could be described as the worst of all the Romperors was
responsible for it. When Emperor Nero was chargét the crime by
common report, he denied. And in order to clearseiiin Nero declared
that the Christians have set fire to the city idesrto realize their belief
that God is going to destroy the earth by fire.

Therefore the Emperor began a terrible persecutuere thousands of
faithful were tortured and put to death, among theas Apostle Peter
by crucifixion, in the year 67 A.D. and Apostle Py being beheaded,
in the year 68 A.D. Hurlbut said that it is onetbé "the revenges of
history,” that the gardens of Nero, where multisidé Christians were
burned as "living torches," while the emperor dréve chariot among
them are now the seat of the Vatican palace, tmehof the Roman
Catholic pontiff, and of St. Peter's Church, theg&st edifice of the
Christian faith.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

You are now concluding the study of an importaniqgekin the history
of the Christian Church, which, although brief yofifteen years, from
about 35 to 50 A.D. — is of paramount importancé.tifat time was
settled the great question, whether Christianitusthremain an obscure
Jewish sect, or should become a church wide opethet entire world.
When this brief period began, the gospel was lidhite the city of
Jerusalem and the villages around it, and everylmenvas an Israelite
either by birth or adoption. But by 50 A. D whereitded, the church
was deeply planted in Syria and Asia Minor, and weaching out
toward Europe. Also, its membership was no longefusively Jewish,
but was predominantly Gentile. The language spokets assemblies
in Palestine was Hebrew or Aramaic, but in a fateniarea Greek was
the tongue of its people. You have noticed the ssgige stages in this
expanding movement. The constant struggles bettveedews and the
Christian Gentiles are adequately mentioned. Rindie voyage of Paul
to Rome is well discussed and the great persecuatidamperor Nero
was also treated.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have understood the followingtgatom this unit:

. The event that led to the selection of the firsiesedeacons.
. The contents of the sermon preached by Stephen.

. Paul of Tarsus and his involvement in the deat8tephen.
. The resultant effects of the preaching of Philigamaria.

. The resurrection of Dorcas by Peter at Joppa

. The conversion of Saul on the road to Damascus

. The significance of Antioch to the spread of Cliaiss

. Barnabas and Paul visited Gentiles

. Missionary journeys of Paul and his final voyag&tume

. The first imperial persecution of Nero

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What was the nature of the complaint in the \e&hurch at
Jerusalem that led to the appointment of the $iesen deacons?
How did Paul "get arrested" on the way to Dama3c

What was the Council at Jerusalem all about?

Who was the Emperor Nero?

W
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The most prominent fact in the history of the chutlerough the second
and third centuries is the persecution of Chriglyaby the Roman
emperors. While this condition was not continuousias often repeated
for years at a time, and liable to break forth m¢ enoment in terrible
forms. It lasted in the fourth century until 313DA. when the Edict of
Constantine, the first Christian emperor, endedati#mpts to destroy
the Church of Christ. The fact is remarkable thatrdy this period some
of the wisest and best of the emperors were thet mcisve in the
persecution of Christianity, while some of the wamperors were lax
in their opposition or remitted it altogether. Befamarrating the history,
let us investigate some of the motives that impedlegovernment, in the
main just and seeking the welfare of its citizénsattempt, and continue
for two hundred years, the extirpation of a body wgwight, as
law-abiding, and as desirable as the Christiansuiber of causes may
be named for the antagonism of the emperors of etmperors to
Christianity.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. identify the causes of imperial persecutions

. list the stages of persecutions

. state the importance of the Edict of Emperor Conistia
. describe the joyous end of the persecution

. list the resultant abuses of the freedom.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Causes of Imperial Persecution

3.1.1 Exclusiveness of the Nature of Christianity

Perhaps, one of the most important reasons fomtperial persecution
of the Christian Church was the nature of its esigleness. For instance,
Christianity opposes all worship except to his owod. On the
contrary, however, animism was hospitable to nesn$oand objects of
worship. You could imagine, where the hundred, ewenhe thousand,
already counted gods one more god would make Heréifce. It was
said that, one Emperor wished to place a statueChofist in the
Pantheon, a building at Rome, still standing, whaliethe important
gods were worshiped. But the Christians rejectedatfer with scorn.
They would not have their Christ recognized mera$yone of many
deities. Hurlbut said that, when the people ofta @i a province desired
to promote trade or immigration, they would bugdhniples to the deities
worshiped in other lands, in order that their eitig could have a place
of worship. Thus in Pompeii we find a temple tos)san Egyptian
goddess, erected to increase the commerce of PowigieiEgypt, and
make Egyptian traders at home.

3.1.2 Business Interest

Another factor that led to the persecution of theigian Church was
that of business interest. You will certainly urstand that the love of
money is the root of all evils. Incidentally, busss interests often
promoted or excited the persecuting spirit. Coutti yemember the
experience of Paul at Ephesus when he was throterdanger of death
through the riot incited by Demetrius the silverrdi Unfortunately,
very often the rulers were influenced to persedbe Christians by
people whose financial interest were effected kg pinogress of the
church; such as the priests and lay-servants ofditietemples, image
makers, sculptors, architects of the temples, ahére whose living
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depended upon the heathen worship. Thereforepsetbdays, it was not
difficult to raise the cry, "The Christians to thens!" when men found
their craft in danger, or covetous officials longkd the property of
wealthy Christians.

3.1.3 Emperor Worship

The refusal of Christians to involve themselve&mperor Worship was
another reason that led to their persecution. Tiedg unto, "Thou shall

have no other god beside me" You should not makegaaven image

and you should not worship them. These were thentmdments

written and observed by the early Christians. Tioeeg they could not

subscribe to statute worship. It was said thaspime prominent place of
every city stood a statue of the reigning empeaiad before this image
incense was offered as to a god. It may be thain@ of St. Paul's

earliest epistles there is a guarded referendeigddrm of idolatry. This

worship the Christians refused to render, simpldtasas to drop a

handful of incense upon the altar; and because $agg hymns of
praise and gave worship to "another King, one Jésosy were looked

upon by the multitude as disloyal and plotters ofwaolution.

3.1.4 Equality in the Christian Church

The practice of equality among the Church membédss @nvited
persecution to the Church. Christians believed thay were made by
God and also equally redeemed by the same bloadtha at the foot
of the cross, all ground is level. Therefore, Garsty looked upon all
men as equal. It made no distinction in its mentiiprand its services.
Interestingly, a slave might be chosen as bishapanChurch. This was
abhorrent to the minds of the nobles, to the pbpbsc, and to the
ruling classes. For that reason deduced above,Ctimistians were
regarded as "levelers" anarchists, and subvertetfieo social order;
hence as enemies of the state.

3.1.5 Idol Worship

Christians had conflicts with heathens who prideéniselves in idol
worship. True believers abhorred all forms of idatsd rejected their
worship. They could not accommodate that practig#ner declared the
act of idol worship as a crime against their makewas said that at
Rome, by then, idol worship was interwoven withelifn every
department. Images stood in every house to re@eeation; libations
were poured out to the gods at every festival. dditeon with every
civic or provincial ceremony the images were wquedi The Christians
found it difficult to take part in such forms of vahip. Hence the
heathens regarded them as unsocial, morose, athle@sting no gods,
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and haters of their fellow men. Without questiongts an unfavorable
perception by people in general, was but a stg@tsecution.

3.1.6 Judaism Recognized

You need to understand that Christianity was n#cagnized religion
until about 313 A.D. Therefore, in the first gertema of the Christians,
they were regarded as somehow connected with tiwes, Jand the
government as a permitted region recognized Juddiswas said that,
this supposed relationship for a time preserved @heistians from
persecution. But after the destruction of Jerusalém 70 A.D.,
Christianity stood alone with no laws to protest fibllowers from the
hatred of their enemiegs the church has completely severed its
relationship with Judaism. It thus became an illeghunderground
sect. Consequently:

)] They met either before sunrise or at nightewofin caves or
catacombs underground.

i) The secret meetings of Christians arousedisisp

i)  False reports went abroad of lascivious or rdawous rites
performed among them.

Iv)  Moreover, the autocratic government of the e@mpvas jealous
of all secret cults or societies, fearing disloghs.

V) The celebration of the Lord’s Supper, from whautsiders were
excluded, was often made a ground for accusatiod an
persecution.

3.2 Persecution of Emperor Trajan

Now that you have known some reasons for the petisec of the

Christian church, it will then be appropriate fauyto study a few major
imperial persecutions of the Christian Church fribra reign of Nero to
the time of Constantine in 313 A.D. Hurlbut saidttlduring all the
second and third century, and especially in thenoge years of the
fourth century, to the year 313 A.D., the Christiagligion was

forbidden and its votaries were outlawed. Yet nméshe time the sword
of persecution was sheathed, and the disciples seaeely interrupted
in their religious observances. He added that elteig those periods
of comparative rest they were at any time liablestmlden danger,
whenever a provincial governor saw fit to execute édicts, or when
some prominent Christian was open and bold in agirhony. He
further stressed that there were several periofishorter or longer
duration, when throughout the empire, the churcls @gposed to the
fiercest persecution. We have noticed the persmesitin the first
century, by Nero (66 — 68) and Domitian (90 — OBle further

contended that these were simply outbreaks of yramzl hate, with no
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reason except the rage of a tyrant, spasmodicsmed and not long
continued. But from 250 to 313 A.D. the church veabjected to a
systematic, relentless, empire-wide series of giteiny the government
to crush the ever-growing faith.

It was also said that from the reign of Trajanhattof Antoninus Pius
(98 — 161 A.D.) Christianity was not recognizedt y&s not severely
persecuted. Under the four emperors, Nerva, Trakadrian and
Antoninus Pius (who with the next in successionrdda Aurelius, were
known as "the five good emperors”), no Christiamldobe arrested
without a definite and proven complaint, and theitspf the age was to
ignore the Christian religion. Yet when charges evenade and
Christians refused to recant, the rulers were cdleghe even

unwillingly, to enforce the law and put them to ttea

Perhaps, one of the most prominent among the nsattyrthe faith
during those reigns was Simeon or Simon. Accordinylark 6: 3, he
was the successor of James as the head of bishdpeothurch in
Jerusalem. He was said to have attained the agmefhundred and
twenty years. However, during the reign of the Erapdrajan, He was
crucified by order of the Roman governor of Patesin 107 A. D. The
second prominent matter to consider is that of tigea bishop of
Antioch in Syria. He was said to be more than nglio be killed for the
sake of Jesus Christ and that of the gospel. Thierebn his way to
Rome, Ignatius wrote letters to the churches, lppimat he might not
lose the honor of dying for his Lord. He was throwwild beasts in the
Roman amphitheatre, around 106 or 110 A. D. Altlinotige persecution
during these reigns was less severe than thabdalipon the church
soon afterward, you should however, be aware thatetwere many
martyrs beside these two distinguished men of tios<C

3.3 Persecution of Emperor Marcus Aurelius

Having gone through the above painted picturesoofon mentally, you
may now study second stage of persecution withdbssk. It was also
said that the very best of the Roman emperors,omedof the highest
type of ethical writers, was Marcus Aurelius, wietgned 161 to 180 A.
D. His equestrian statue still stands before tteeddithe ancient Capitol
in Rome. Yet stands good man and just ruler waster Ipersecutor of
the Christians. It was confirmed that Marcus Awelsought to restore
the old simplicity of Roman life, with the anciamfigion. He thereafter
opposes the Christians as innovators. Thereforéhfige reasons, many
thousands of the believers in Christ were beheadet®voured by wild
beasts in the arena. You, however, should acqyamtself with only
prominent matters among the multitude of the martyuring those
years. The first one to consider was Polycarp,dpshf Smyrna in Asia
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Minor, who was killed in 155 A. D. we have the tlling testimony in
favor of his courageous stand that when Polycarplvaught before the
governor and commanded to curse the name of Jesuist,Che
answered, "Eighty and six years have | served mdHe has done, me
nothing but good; and how could | curse him, myd.and Saviour!"
The record said that few minutes after that heemt; Polycarp was
burnt to death.

Perhaps the second martyr you should know wasnJM&rtyr. It was
said of him that he had been a philosopher, antreeed teaching after
his acceptance of Christianity. He was consideodaktone of the ablest
men of his time, and a foremost defender of thénfaccordingly, his
books, still extant, give much valuable informatioconcerning the
church in the middle of the second century. Perhaigsnartyrdom took
place at Rome in 166 A. D.

You know that God works in wondrous ways and no care understand
his wisdom. It may interest you to note that after death of Marcus
Aurelius, 180 A. D., a period of confusion followedith weak and
worthless emperors, who were too busy with civilrsvan their own
pleasures to pay much attention to the ChristiBus.after the relative
peace of twenty-two years, there reigned one ofrilcked Emperors. It
was said that Septimius Severus began in the y@@r & fierce
persecution, which lasted until his death in 211 DA. Severus was
described as morbid and melancholy in nature. Hs wastrong
disciplinarian, striving vainly to restore the dgice religions of other
days. It was also said of his reign that everywhsesecution raged
against the church, but it was the most severgyypEand North Africa.
One of martyrs was Leonidas, the father of the tgieeologian Origen
who was beheaded in Alexandria. Also, in Carth&gpzpetua, a notable
lady with her faithful slave Felicitas, was tornpreces by wild beasts
203 A. D. It was said that Emperor Septimius Seserarned for
himself the title Anti-Christ because of his bittess against the Church.

Happily, for the next forty years, after the deatlSeptimus Severus the
Church was left unnoticed under the numerous emgevbo followed
in rapid succession. For instance, Emperor Cama¢alll — 217 A. D.)
conferred citizenship upon every person who isaistave throughout
the empire. Incidentally this was a benefit to eristians, as they
could no longer be crucified or thrown to wild bisasinless they were
slaves. But very sad to note that with the reigetius that lasted for
only three years (249 — 251) fierce persecutionkdrout anew.
Fortunately, shortly after his death, the slaugbfeChristians ended for
a time. Interestingly, more than fifty years of quarative rest followed
the death of Decius, although there came at tirbegf periods of
persecution. It was recorded that under Valeriar57 A. D., one of
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the Church Fathers, celebrated Cyprian, Bishopartifage and Roman
Bishop Sextus, who was one of the great writers@dndch leaders of
the period, were put to death.

However, the last, most systematic and most terq@rsecution of all
the series took place in the reign of Diocletiad &rs successors, from
303 to 310 A. D. Hurlbut confirmed that in the ssriof edicts it was
ordered that every copy of the Bible should be Huhat all churches —
which had arisen, throughout the empire during hiaéf-century of
comparative rest from persecution — should be tlmwn, that all who
would not renounce the Christian religion shoulsgeldheir citizenship
and be outside the protection of law. He added ithgbme places the
Christians assemble in their churches, which wet®s fire and burned
with all the worshipers within their walls. It isidgl that the emperor,
Diocletian, erected a pillar inscribed, "In hondrtlee extirpation of the
Christian superstition" — yet within seventy ye@sristianity became
the official religion of the emperor, the court,dathe empire. Hurlbut
said that with the forced labor of enslaved Charsdithe immense Baths
of Diocletian were erected at Rome. Happily sooiterathe above
atrocities, Diocletian abdicated the throne in 30®. Even, though,
Diocletian’s subordinates and successors, Galesiug Constantius,
continued the persecution for six years though less#ts intensity.
Finally Constantine, the son of Constantius, asemperor, who was
not at that time a professing Christian, issuednmsnorable Edict of
Toleration 313 A. D. By this law Christianity wasngtioned, its
worship was made lawful, and all persecution ceasetto be renewed
while the Roman Empire endured.

3.4 The Edict of Emperor Constantine

Perhaps, you should understand the historical vadkgl to the Edict of
Milan of 313 A.D. Church historians believed thdiogly after the
abdication of Diocletian, in 305 A.D., four aspitarafter the imperial
crown were at war. The two most powerful rivals evdtaxentius and
Constantine whose armies met in battle at the MilBaidge over the
Tiber, ten miles from Rome, 312 A.D. Maxentius eganted the old
heathen persecuting element; Constantine was fyigadhe Christians
although at that time not a professed believerwls said that
Constantine claimed to have seen in the sky arghioioss bearing the
motto, "Hoc Signo Vinces" — "By this sign thou gshabnquer,” and
afterward adopted it as the insignia of his armiye Victory was with
Constantine, and Maxentius was drowned in the ri8eon afterward,
313 A.D., Constantine promulgated his famous EdictToleration,
which officially put an end to the persecutions.wéeer, not until 323
A.D. did Constantine became sole emperor and thamstiznity was
favored. Interestingly, the Emperor Constantin&sspnal character was
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not perfect. As another human being with defettsas ascribed to him
that though generally just, he was occasionallyelcaind tyrannical. It
has been said that, "the reality of his Christianitas better than its
quality." It was said that he delayed his baptismil just before his
death, in the prevalent opinion of his time thattisan washed away all
sins previously committed. Without any dispute, Engp Constantine
was certainly a wise politician, if not a great iStian; for he had the
insight to ally himself with the movement, whichldh¢he future of his
empire.

3.5 The Joyous End of Imperial Persecutions

In the period upon which you are now studying, riest striking fact,

and the most potent for good and also for evil, s victory of

Christianity. You will recall that during the coersf your study, in the
year 305 A.D. when Diocletian abdicated the imgetl@one, the

Christian religion was sternly prohibited-its preseon was punished
with torture and death, and against it all the pogfehe state was called
into exercise. However, in, less than eighty yedtierward, in 380 A.D.,

the Emperor Theodosius made Christianity to be geieed as the
official religion of the Roman Empire, and a Cheast emperor held
supreme authority over the Empire.

Therefore it should be stated that from this sudcleemnge of relations
between the empire and the Church, world-wide angidaching results
followed. As stated above, some of them are goadeal, both to the
church and the state. Now you can readily see ménei new attitude of
the government brought benefits to the cause oisGdunity.

) The first thing to notice was that all persecns of the Christians
ceased at once and forever. For more than two kdngkars, at
no time had Christians been safe from accusationdaath, and
at many periods, as we have seen, all had beemmminent
danger. But from the publication of Constantinetidg in 313
A.D., until the Roman Empire ended, the sword ofspeution
was not merely sheathed; it was buried.

1)) Secondly, things that will catch your attemtiovere the church
buildings that were restored and re-opened evermgvha the
apostolic period, meetings had been held in prihagses or in
hired halls. Afterward, during times of cessation the
persecutions, church buildings began to arise. Amtioned
previously, that in the last persecution under iban, many of
these building were destroyed and the authoritezed others.
All left standing was now restored, and the citieisnbursed the
societies for those, which had been demolisheds Haid that
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ii)

Vi)

32

from this time the Christians were free to builduahes; and
edifices began to arise everywhere. In their pthay followed
the form and took the name of the Ronhasilica or court-room:
a rectangle divided into aisles by rows of pillanaying at one
end a semi-circular platform with seats for the rgje
Constantine set the example of building large dmescin
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and his new capital, Constpi¢. It
was two in the churches; the early Christian haarigrror of all
that might lead to idolatry.

The third benefit of the Imperial Edict of 31A.D. was the
cessation of the official sacrifices. The record hdhat, although
the worship was still tolerated, the officials’ géices ceased.
The fact that so radical a change from universadtarus,
interwoven with every social and civic celebrati@ould be so
speedily accomplished shows that the heathen cdsesvhad
long been mere formalities, and no longer expretisedbelief of
intelligent people.

The fourth gain was the consecration of tera@e Churches. It
was noticed that in many places the temple wersexmated as
churches. This was especially the case in citigsilaNih remote
country places heathen beliefs and worship lingefed
generations. The word "pagan" originally meant 'fdoy
dweller," but it came to mean, and still means thea."

The other benefit from the edict was that thleu€h started
receiving financial support from the State. Youlwémember
that throughout the empire the temple of gods hehlsupported
mainly from the public treasury. These endowmenésewnow

bestowed upon the churches and the clergy. Atdnadually, but
soon more generally and more liberally, the pullicds were
enriching the church, and the bishops, priests,ahdr officials

in the Christian worship were receiving their supgoom the

State. That however, could be considered a welcamdewment
to the church, but eventually of questionable biénef

Perhaps, one of the most important benefits W new status
that was accorded clergymen. By the virtue of teagred office,
clergymen were soon exempted from public dutiesgatdry
upon all citizens. They were set free from taxdisaecusations
against clergy were tried before ecclesiasticalrtsou5oon the
ministers of the church became a privileged cldss/a the law
of the land.
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vii)

The last gain to consider is the observanc8unday the first day
of the week was proclaimed as the day of rest dnaooship;
and its observance soon became general throughewmpire.
For instance in 321 A.D., Constantine forbade tberts to be
held on Sunday, except for the purpose of givirgediom to
slaves; and on that day soldiers were commandexnib their
daily military exercise. But the public games weomtinued on
Sunday, tending to make it more a holiday than lialy.

From the recognition of Christianity as a favoretigion many gains

came to people as well as to the church. One oh tvas the spirit of

the new religion that was infused into many of gndinances enacted
by Constantine and his immediate successors. Hawavspite of the

successes above, the period of the religious taderalso ushered in a
lot of excesses that eventually resulted into abuse

3.6

The Freedom and its Abuses

Perhaps as stated above, while the triumph of @dmigsy resulted in

much that was good, inevitably the unification bt tState and the
Church also brought in its train, many evils. Tleasing of persecution
was a blessing.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

The first thing to consider was the establigimnof Christianity,
as the state religion since the Emperor becameriati@n.

Everybody sought membership in the church andarly
everybody was received. Both good and bad, sirssskers after
God and hypocritical seekers after gain, rushed itite
communion.

Coupled with that mad rush was that ambitioand worldly,
unscrupulous men sought office in the church fociadoand
political influence.

Therefore without mincing words, the morahé&of Christianity
in power was far below that which had marked thmes@eople
under persecution.

The other evil effect was that the servicesvofship increased in
splendor but were less spiritual and hearty thasehof former
time.

The forms and ceremonies of paganism graguakpt into the
worship.

In addition, some of the old heathen feabiescame church
festivals with change of name and of worship.
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(vii) The abuses reached the alarming stage bigaabout 405 A.D.
images of saints and martyrs began to appear irchibeches,
adored, and worshiped.

(ix)  The adoration of the Virgin May was subst#dtfor the worship
of Venus and Diana.

(xX)  The Lord’s Supper became a sacrifice in plaice@ memorial.
(xi)  Thus the elder evolved from a preacher intwiast.

(xii) Because of the Church sitting in power, &swnot possible to see
Christian transforming the world to its own idelt the world
dominating the church.

(xiii) The humility and saintliness of an earliage was succeeded by
ambition, pride, and arrogance, among churchmen.

With the above picture, you could see that the aide/orldliness swept
uncontrolled over many professed disciples of tihaily Lord. They
joined the world and lost their savor. However, mothstanding we
have those of pure spirit like Monica the motherApigustine and the
faithful ministers such as Jerome and John Chrgsast

4.0 CONCLUSION

Having gone through this unit, you would have redi¢hat persecution
of the Church aided the spread of Christianity. Yoight have also
observed that Christians made it a part of thde Btyle to suffer
martyrdom. It was becoming a fashion for one todawn his life for
the sake of the gospel. You have also studieditbamstances that led
to the freedom granted the Christian Church in 213., 321 A.D. and
380 A.D. You have also noticed that series of abugept into the
church. Hurlbut said that, if Christianity couldvieabeen allowed to
develop normally without state-control, and the t&taould have
continued free from the dictation of the Churchthb8tate and Church
would have been the better by dwelling apart. Bat €hurch and the
State became one when Christianity was adoptetieasetigion of the
empire, and out of the unnatural union arose twibs,ewne in the
eastern, and the other in the western provinceshdneast, the State
dominated the Church until it lost all energy amglifting life. In the
west, as we shall see, the Church gradually usupmsder over the
State, and the result was nGhristianity but a more or less corrupt
hierarchy controlling the nations of Europe, making the Chuncainly
a political machine.
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5.0 SUMMARY

Without any shade of doubt, you are now better rmid of the
following points from your study of this unit:-

1) Major causes of the imperial persecution

(@)  Exclusiveness of the nature of Christianity
(b)  Business interest

(c)  Emperor worship

(d)  Idol worship

(e) Recognition of Judaism

2) Persecution of Emperor Trajan 98-161

3) Persecution of Emperor Marcus Aurelius 161-AdD.
4) The edict of Emperor Constantine 313 A.D.

5) The benefits of the freedom granted the Church:

(@) Persecution came to an end

(b)  Church buildings were restored back to Claisgtiand new ones
were opened

(c)  The official sacrifice ceased

(d)  The Church began receiving grants from théeSEovernment

(e)  The observance of Sunday: it was made anialffiay of rest

6) The abuses of the freedom

(@) The establishment of Christianity as the Staligion.

(b)  People flocked into the church for public rgeion, but not for
salvation.

(c)  Christians soon clamour for church positions.

(d)  Worship services became worldly and less tsjaiki

(e) The worship of Mary and other Saints crepa thie church.

) The Church gradually became polluted and atriast its savour.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What were the major causes of the Imperial atse of the
Christian Church?

2. Discuss the joys and abuses the Edict of Emp@omstantine
313 A.D brought to the Christian Church.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit deals with the 27 books of the New Te&athhow they were
written, handed over to the Christian Church, aedame tools for
instructions. You will also learn about how the @&ltuFathers arrived at
the collection of books currently in New TestameXiso in this unit,
you will be introduced to the simple form of therShian worship of the
first three centuries.

The issue of false teachers in the early church, went about with
their strange doctrines will also be discussed.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. identify most of the authors of the books of thexNleestament.
. describe the circumstances surrounding their prioaiuc
. identify the factors that led to Canonization ofe ttiNew

Testament books and its stages
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. describe the stages of canonization

. describe the Gnostic heresy

. describe the Ebionite heresy

. describe the Manichean heresy

. describe the Montanist heresy

. state the simple doctrine or belief of the Earlyufcin.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 New Testament Defined

Perhaps, when one talks of the New Testament Cheos referring to
a list of the 27 books that are general acceptatieagenuine works of
the Apostles Paul, John, Peter, Jude, and Jamedsdtcontains the
gospels of Mathew, Mark, Luke and John, as welth@sbook of the
Acts of the Apostles and the letter to the Hebrd®eshaps, you should
know the origin of the word "Testament". The Bilddacyclopedia says
that the name Testamentum which was erroneouslgtadon the Old
Latin version as a translation for the Greek "de&#t which was used
in the Septuagint (LXX) as a rendering for the Hwbr'berith” which
means "covenant". Therefore, the germ of the ideanoold and new
covenant seems to have been found in Paul’s referenthe reading of
the old covenant in 2 Corinthians 3:14, RSV. Sodaris known, the
first Christian writer to use the designation "Novulrestamentum®,
"New Testament”, was Tertullian (60-230 A.D.) Afterds, the usage
was adopted and generally accepted by other CGiwistiriters (The
SDA Bible Dictionary Vol. 8, 1979).

3.2 The Origin of the New Testament

After the definition of the New Testament, the néxing for you to
know is the origin of the 27 books and their aushétence, the need for
the following detailed study about their productioreeds to be
considered. The earliest documents in the NT, hewewn the
judgments of today’s scholars, are some of Paatters. In them there
is no reference to any written Gospel, and it iBelved that most of
them were written before the gospeldie Biblical evidence suggests
that the bulk of these letters were dictated rathan actually penned by
the apostle Paul. He would, however, at the endewai personal
greeting and gives his own authenticating signhat@asesuggested by the
conclusion of 2 Thess: "I, Paul, write this gregtimith my own hand.
This is the mark in every letter of mine; it is whayvrite" (Ch. 3:17,
RSV; cf. 1 Cor 16:21). Unfortunately, the originalitographs of all
these letters, as of all the other books of theleBibhave been lost.
However, the first letter written to the Thessaémd (1 Thess.) is
usually regarded as the earliest of Paul’s lettiéns. said that the book
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was written from Corinth about A.D. 51. Second Hadsnians (2
Thess.) followed a few months later. The two gr€atinthian letters
were produced about A.D. 57, and Galatians and Rerbatween A.D.
57 and 58. The so-called prison epistles, Colossidphilemon,
Ephesians, and Philippians were written while Raas a prisoner of
Rome, between A.D. 61 and 63. Therefore, on thes lmdighe theory of
a second imprisonment in Rome, the Pastoral le(ief&mothy, Titus

and 2 Timothy) would be dated still later, betwe®D. 64 and 66.
These letters reveal Paul’'s sense of authoritywHies the Corinthians,
“If anyone thinks that he is a prophets or spitjtuae should
acknowledge that what | am writing to you is a ccamch of the Lord"
(1 Cor 14: 37, RSV). Whoever disregards the insibns he gives, he
writes the Thessalonians, "disregards not man bod"G1l Th. 4:8,

RSV). He believes that he has the Spirit of GodC¢(t 7:40). He was
not only an apostle chosen and commissioned byiska Christ (Acts
9:1,2) but a prophet, as well, who had received ynaisions and
revelations of the Lord (Acts 9:15, 22:15; 26:16-1Bom 1:1;

1 Cor 9:1,2).In addition, these letters constitute a new antinditve

type of religious literature. They have the outwérdn of an ordinary
Greek letter. In the hands of the great apostleutal epistolary form
became a powerful means of religious inspiratiod @struction. Even
Paul's enemies admitted: "He letters are weightyd astrong"

(2 Cor 10:10, RSV). They were, and still are, ecédul and powerful
means of spreading the Christian faith.

Although the exact date of the production of thesi@ads is not known, it
apparently was not before about the sixties of ke century. Most
scholars today believe that Mark (Mk.) was theiesarland John (Jn.) is
the latest of the four Gospels. While Mark was pnoe of the 12
apostles, he was, according to early Christianengjta companion and
interpreter of Simon Peter. In addition, we weld tbat John Mark was
also closely associated with the Early Church musiElem, because his
mother's home was a gathering place for Christidcty 12:12).
According to early Christian tradition, Mark got ofu of the
information for his Gospel from the keen-eyed obagons and
recollections of Simon Peter. This Gospel was amitin Rome to
preserve the deeds and the words of Jesus, in gialéast, as Peter
proclaimed them.

The Gospel according to Mathew was probably writterAntioch in

Syria. It was based largely upon a collection & Hayings of Jesus,
probably written down by Apostle Mathew himselfugplthe material
found in Mark. Interestingly, the Gospel according.uke was written
particularly for Greek readers by Luke, the belopagsician and travel
companion of Paul. It is the first volume of a adixre on the beginnings
of Christianity from the birth of John the Baptigi the 2-years’

39



CTH 141 MODULE 1

imprisonment of Paul in Rome (A.D. 61-63). Scholaeser to this
2-volume work as Luke-Acts of the Apostles (Lk. €t4). Luke was not
an eyewitness (Lk 1:1-4).

Toward the end of the 1st century, John, the lastiang apostle of
Jesus in the days of His flesh, recorded his remanaes of Jesus’ life
and sayings, together with his meditations on thensuch a way as to
supplement the earlier Gospels. This Gospel hasoppptely been
called "Love’s Memory of Love Incarnate.” (S.D.AibBe Encyclopedia
Vol. 8).

3.3 Contents of the New Testament

You need to know that the Gospels are books oh faiintaining the
good news of God'’s provision for man’s salvatiorotlgh Jesus Christ,
while the Acts of the Apostles presents an accobiihe beginnings of
the Christian Church. Also Paul's letters were io@adly written to
specific churches and individuals to meet particuddigious needs, but
under the inspiration of God they have had abidiuadue for all
Christians in all ages. And without any doubt, H#zane is true of the
general epistles of Peter, James, John, and Jhdebdok of Revelation,
with its symbolism, presents the final victory dfrdt and His kingdom
over the forces of evil. These books though writterthe 1st century,
have had a message for Christians in every agespeak with special
force today to you.

It is said that the majority of New Testament sam®lthroughout
Christian history have agreed that the originaglsage of the NT was
Greek. However, to many of the writers of the Neasthment, Greek
was a secondary language, hence a few scholarsadaeeated that the
4 Gospels and part of Acts were originally writterAramaic, the native
tongue of Jesus and the Apostles.

Unfortunately, it is said that the autographs, tigt the original
documents in the authors’ own handwritings, have d&appeared.
These were written probably on papyrus, a fragidstance e

Writing Materials) that could not survive long iamp climates. Of the
copies of these autographs only a few from the 8rgenturies, have
survived. Before the age of printing, copies wat®otiously written out,
such copies being called manuscripts (Latenuscriptum, "written by

hand"). But since there are no perfect copyistgrehare no two
manuscripts of the NT exactly alike. Gradually, otigh repeated
copying, various mistakes crept into the text & MiT; however, there
was none of so serious a nature as to affect apgrrdactrine. Where
variant readings exist it is the task of the modsainolar to determine if

40



CTH 141 MODULE 1

possible the original authentic reading. This ie #tience of textual
criticism, and you may join hands to authenticateiginal manuscript.

3.4 The Division of the Bible into Chapters and Vises

Other Bible Encyclopedia has furnished the follogvinformation about

the division of the Bible into chapters and versksis said that,

originally the books of the Bible were not dividedo chapters and
verse. Divisions of the book of the NT into vari@etions were made
as early as the 4th cent. Our modern chapter digswere made in the
early 13th century by Stephen Langton, of the Usivye of Paris and

afterward, Archbishop of Canterbury. Verse divisionere not made
until the age of printing. It is also confirmed th Greek manuscript
has them. However, in 1551, Robert Estienne, wha&ing a horseback
journey from Paris to Lyons, divided his Latin NeWestament into

7,959 verses. It is said that his object in makthg verses was
apparently twofold. Firstly, he was preparing acmdance to the NT
which his son Henry finally published in 1594, dnehce desired small
divisions for ready reference. Secondly, he wapamag to publish a
NT with the Greek in the center, and Erasmus’ Lat@mslation on one
side Jerome’s on the other, the verse divisionsloth would afford a

ready comparison of the exact words. Henry Estiesarys that his father
did the workinter equitandam, while riding", which probably means
during intervals on the journey. If the verses wactually made while

he was on horseback some of the unfortunate dhgsinay be due to
the jogging of the horse at the wrong place. Esgé&n4th edition of the
Greek NT, which appeared in 1551 in 2 small voluae&eneva, was
the first to contain the verse divisions. The eatliEnglish NT to have
them was William Whittingham’s translation of 155@ublished at

Geneva.

3.5 Canonization of the Books of the New Testament

The Greek word "kanon" means "measuring rétd"technical usage in
the church was to describe the books read publicly in the
congregations and regarded as having special atythdihe early
Christians accepted as reliable, only these boaktew by an apostle or
a companion of an apostle. To be recognized asntzalca document
had to have a wide acceptance among Christiansughowt the
Mediterranean world. They judged a work on the $adi content, its
inner consistency, its harmony with the rest ofi@are, and its general
harmony with Christian experience.

Hurlbut said that the establishment of these boag&ghe canon or rule

of faith, possessing divine authority, was not indrage. He added that
not all these books were accepted everywhere gsreds Scripture.
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Some of them, notably Hebrews, James, |l PeterRencelation, were
accepted in the East, but rejected for many yearshé West. He
explained that, on the other hand some books net cansidered as
belonging to the Bible were also accepted and medde East, such as
the Shepherd of Hemas, the Epistle of BarnabasTé&aehing of the
Twelve Apostles, and the Apocalypse of Peter. Bydllegree the New
Testament books as we now have them gradually tbekrank of
Scripture, and the other books dropped out of usehé churches.
Hurlbut argued that the Councils that were heldanfriime to time did
not choose the books to form the canon; they eakithe choice already
made among the churches. No precise date can lea gov the full
recognition of the New Testament as it is at preseut it cannot be
placed earlier than 300 A.D. (Hurlbut, 1981).

The Bible Encyclopedia also gives further insightlie development of
the New Testament Canon. It is said that by thennégy of the second
century, at any rate, a collection of Paul's wgsn bearing the name
Apostolos, "The Apostle," began to circulate. The lettemfrthe church

at Rome to the church at Corinth, most probablyttemi by Clement

toward the end of the last decade of the first wgntcontains the

admonition, "Take up the epistle of the blesseddpdaul...”.

It is clear, then, that by the middle of the secaedtury, two great
collections of Christian documents had been forntad: Gospel and
letters of Paul. When the 4 (four) Gospels becarsmgle corpus, Acts
was separated from Luke’s 2-volume work and leftitself. But it

shared the same authority and prestige as Like'sp8o Besides, it
provided the sequel to the Gospels, as well as gaveppropriate
introduction to Paul’s letters. Hence it became tomnecting link
between the 2 collections. These 2 collectiondy Witts as the vital link
between them, constitute the solid core of the Aifoo.

It is also said that, the letters of Paul eviderftymed the literary
pattern for the 7 other epistles: Jas, 1 and 2IR&,and 3 Jn, and Jude.
These so-called catholic, or general, epistles ra@mpig made their
canonicity individually and were recognized. Theseno evidence that
they were formed into another collection. Ratheyteeem to have been
individually added to theApostle as their canonicity was recognized.
Revelation is in a category by itself, though affmesenting the
introductory vision of the transcendent Christ,cdntains seven (7)
letters addressed to churches in Asia Minor. Theewwas conscious of
being a prophet and that his messages were a pramfudivine
revelation (Rev. 22:6,7). It was therefore to badr@ublicly in church
(ch 1:3). Nevertheless it was not at once univirsatcepted as
canonical.
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Again, it is stated that the appearance of heretnck heretical books in
the church hastened the process of canonizationcita about A. D.

140, sought to reform the church, which in his viead become
polluted with Judaism. He completely rejected th& @nhd held that
even the teachings of the 12 apostles were congetdnwith Jewish
ideas. Therefore, according to him, the only gemwapostle, he held,
was Paul. Hence he formed a canon consisting ot L(ttke Gospel),
purged of its Jewish accretions, plus 10 epistlds Paul (the

Apostolikon), excluding the pastorals and Heb. To these hechdd

treatise of his own calledntitheses. Without missing words Marcion’s
limited canon forced the church to take a stanthermatter of religious
books. The church of the second century was fullsspaded that the
OT was Christian Scripture, that there were fouhauitative Gospels,
not one, and that thirteen, not ten epistles ofl Rawe to be accepted,
and that other general epistles were to be included

3.6  Muratorian Fragment

Interestingly as recorded, the earliest extant dbtthe NT books
accepted by the church is contained in the Muratofrragment, a
mutilated extract of a canon made at Rome aboutALdD. It not only

consists of a list of books but also contains stetgs regarding the
authorship, destination, occasion, and purposadi.e

It is said that Irenaeus, who was originally frorsigd Gaul, Tertullian

from the Church of North Africa and Clement of Adexdria who were

the foremost Church Fathers of the second centueyim general

agreement with the Muratorian Fragment on mosthef liooks to be
accepted as canonical: The 4 Gospels, 13 lettelPaol, Acts, 1 Pet., 1
Jn, and Rev. The inclusion of the "minor catholist#es” — James, 2
Pet., 3 Jn, and Jude — was disputed for many y&ais.was true of

Hebrew in the West. While Revelation was acceptethe West, its

place in the canon was disputed in the East. Tlwere some books that
are outside the canon today that at one time werthe fringes of the

NT, such as the Epistle of Barnabas, the Shephekkonas, and the
Didache.

It will interest you to note that the 4th centuryasv marked by
authoritative pronouncements by bishops and cosimeigarding the
limits of the canon. For instance Athanasius, BsshbAlexandria, and
the leading theologian of the Eastern church, ohetlin his 39th festal
letter addressed to his bishops a list of the badkbke Bible, the 1st to
contain the 27 books of the Bible of the NT exaetyywe have them.
"These," he declared, "are springs of salvatiorthabthe thirsty can fill
himself... and in these alone is the good news oftélaehing of true
religion proclaimed; let no one add to them or tak@ay from them." It
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should be noted that this letter is important, Har influence extended
over all Greek — speaking churches in the Eastngmiom there were
doubts concerning the canonicity of Revelation as&Vveral other
epistles.

May be you should know that there was no generalnCib of the
Church before the 16th cent. Council of Trent mageonouncement on
the canon. Decisions by local councils, howeverrewaade, which
were binding in the provinces represented, and avdnd regarded as
more or less normative in other areas where theye veent. For
example, a small Council was held at Laodicea i8, 3@t there is
considerable doubt regarding the genuineness dfithecanon giving
the list of NT books. Also in 382 a Council of Rordeclared the
acceptance of several epistles including Hebrewsndrly doubted
(Revelation was not doubted in the West). In Ne&kfthca the Council
of Hippo, in 393, and the third Council of Carthage397, ratified this
canon and placed all other books to a place icém®n. The canon was
now regarded as fixed and inviolable.

Finally, you should note that the Church did natate the canon or
confer canonicity upon its books. The initiativethre production and
collection of the sacred books rested with God. Therrch could only
recognize and receive in faith the documents preduby divine

inspiration. The development of the canon was algah process,
presided over by the Spirit of God. True, regiofddurch Councils

passed upon the canon of scripture, but the rea®wnaccepting the
present canon lie deeper than the authority ofetl@suncils; they are
based upon conviction that the hand of God lechenformation of the
canon.

3.7 Sects or Heresies

Hurlbut said that, the Christians of the second third centuries battled
not only against a persecuting heathen world, Bd against heresies
and corrupt doctrines within their own fold. We aastice only a few of
the most important among the sects of that peridte first to be
considered is Gnostics.

3.7.1 The Gnostics

Hurlbut said that The Gnostics (derived from thee€lkr wordgnosis,
"knowledge") are not easy to define, because theysa varied in their
doctrines in different localities and at differgoeriods. According to
him, most of them arose in Asia Minor- that hot-befl wild
imaginations- and were a grafting of Christianitpon paganism.
Gnostics believed that out of the supreme God etadralarge number
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of inferior deities, some beneficent, others madign and through these,
the world with its mingled good and evil, was ceshtthat in Christ as
one of these "emanations," the divine nature was fiime indwelling.
The worse still, they interpreted the Scripturesimnallegorical manner,
making every statement mean whatever the intempssiey fit. Even
though they flourished throughout the second cgntuhey also
disappeared with it.

3.7.2 The Ebionites

The second sect to consider is the Ebionites: Thieriies (from a
Hebrew word meaning "poor") were Jewish Christiah® insisted that
the Jewish laws and customs should be observedtaied earlier in
this paper, the Ebionites rejected the writingsApbstle Paul, because
these recognized Gentiles as Christians. They despised by the Jews
as apostates, and found little sympathy from thiet€&eChristians, who,
after 70 A.D., were dominant in the church. Thedglies gradually
dwindled away in the second century.

3.7.3 Maniches

The thirds sect for our consideration is the Maeglor Manicheans,
who were of Persian origin. They were named froeirtftounder Mani,

who was put to death 276 A.D. by the Persian gouwent His teachings
were that the universe is two kingdoms, one oftlighd one of

darkness, each striving for mastery in nature anchan. They rejected
Jesus, but believed in a "celestial Christ". Thegrev severe in
asceticism, and adjured marriages; were persetytdabth the heathen
and the Christian emperors. Augustine, the gredtesilogian of the
church, was a Manichean before his conversion.

3.7.4 The Montanists

The fourth group is the Montanists, named aftemttar, Montanus.
Perhaps, they should scarcely be classed amondndretical sects,
though the church condemned their teachings. Thewimg are their
characteristics:

0] It is said that they were Puritans, claming reeturn to the
simplicity of the primitive Christians.

(i) Itis said that they believed in the priesbldoof all true believers,
and not in orders of the ministry

(i)  They also sought for strict disciplines inetichurch

(iv)  They held to prophetic gifts as the privilegkdisciples, and had
many prophets and prophetesses in their membership.
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Interestingly, Tertullian, one of the greatest amadhe early
fathers, embraced their views, and wrote in thefedse.

3.8 Beliefs of the Early Christian Church

Perhaps, it is safe to state that the doctrineshef Early Christian
Church were very simple and practical. They oftammarized what
they believed. Tim Dowley says that, these summaragied according
to the contexts in which they were used, the wsitar churches, which
produced them, and the errors or attacks theydaekist. In addition to
statements made at baptism (for example, Acts 8&8¥ solemn
commands (for example, Acts 3:6 and 2 Timothy 4stholars have
discovered summaries of the teaching of the amogtte example, 1
Corinthians 15:3 and 4), as well as statement®lfan hymn form:

(Christ) appeared in human form,
Was shown to be right by the Spirit,
And was seen by angels

He was preached among the nations
Was believed in the world

And was taken up to heaven.

For instance, some formulas mention Christ alomegekample: ‘Jesus is
the Christ’ (for a Jewish setting) or, more widelyesus is Lord’

(1 Corinthians 12:3). Persecutors often demandatdGhristians should
curse Christ and say: ‘Caesar is Lord’. Other fdamunclude God the
Father too (1 Corinthians 8:6; 1 Timothy 2:5), whilorms naming

Father, Son and Spirit appear in baptism (Matthéam @), worship

(2 Corinthians 13:14) and summaries of doctrinen@smans 4:4-6).

Tim Dowley says that, one important outline of baShristian beliefs in
the late second and early third centuries weréRbk of Faith’. Origen
described it as: ‘the teaching of the church presskrunaltered and
handed down in unbroken succession from the apastle reality it
indicated what particular writers or churches taugispecially against
heretics, but also to new converts, as the ceniessage of the Bible.
The Rule was also known by several other nameg f#ith’, ‘the
tradition’, ‘the preaching’ and the ‘Rule of Truthlt claimed to
represent an apostolic tradition of teaching, aad aven appealed to in
the dispute over the Christidascha.

However, later writers, such as Ignatius, Aristjdésstin Martyr and
Irenaes recorded more elaborate declarations . féi is said that
Irenaeus’ own was the first clearly identifiable|l®ults main content
was as follows: ...this faith: in one God, the Fathknighty, who made
the heaven and the earth and the seas and alktthiagare in them; in
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one Christ Jesus, the Son of God, who was made fibteour salvation;

and in the Holy Spirit, who made known through gephets the plan
of salvation, and the coming, and the birth fromirgin, and the passion
and the resurrection from the dead, and the beditgnsion into heaven
of the beloved Christ Jesus, our Lord, and hisré&utappearing from

heaven in the glory of the Father to sum up alhigkiand to raise up
anew all flesh of the whole human race ....

That was the beginning of the doctrinal developmanthe Christian
Church, and as stated earlier, meant to defenéhitieand instruct new
believers.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has helped you to know the backgrounth® production of
your New Testament. The 27 books that are finalyected are
considered as the inspired words from the Lord.yTaee good for
instructions, edification and teaching. Now thatuybave the basic
understanding of the origin of your New Testameittld3 you will do

well to move to the unit where you shall study tifie of the Church
Fathers and their involvement in the Formation itdiflgy and Creeds.

5.0 SUMMARY

Having gone through this unit, you would have ustmyd the
following points:

0] The composition of the books of the New Testamand their
authors.

(i)  The New Testament Canon was of gradual pces

(i)  Christian Local Provinces with their Churdétathers, made their
decision as to which books to be accepted into Neav
Testament into the New Testament Canon.

(iv) Some of the heretical groups were the Gnesticho were
followers of a variety of religious movements inetlearly
Christian centuries, the Ebonites, the Maniches ahd
Montanists.

(vi)  The simple teachings of the Early Christidmu@h as presented.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss the following:

1. The origin of the New Testament

2. The canonization of the books of the New Testatnas a gradual
process

3. The early Christian Church and heresies

4. The development of the beliefs of the earlyi§tian Church.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This unit discusses the lives and contributionshef Church Fathers to
the growth and stability of the Early Church. I threvious unit, you
have studied that the early Christian Church fabeth internal and
external foes.

For instance, the Imperial Persecutions came fratside the Church
and were beyond the Christians’ control. Perhaps,host damaging
battle against the Church was the internal one,ifested in false
teachings, or spurious philosophies that went eontto the Gospel.
These fathers, through their preaching and writifigsght gallantly to
preserve the purity of the Early Christian Churtherefore, in this unit
you will appreciate more, the unique role playedthy Church Fathers
to handover the Christian Church to generatiores dfiem.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

. narrate the life and time of John Chrysostom

. identify the achievements of Theodore in the afeexegetics

. narrate the story of Eusebius of Caesarea, therfath Church
History

. list the contributions of Ambrose to Christian gtbw
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. narrate the story of Augustine, the prince of du€h Fathers
. identify Jerome and his contributions to the Church
. describe the growth of liturgy in the Church.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Church Fathers Defined

The term Church Fathers designaties orthodox theologians of the
church during the first several centuries after Chist. Microsoft

Encarta Encyclopedia describes the term as the “naengiven by the
Christian church to the writers who established Chrstian doctrine

before the 8" Century”.

They defended the truth of God’'s Word against heaktieachings.

They were leaders raised up by God to preach watide and practice.
In their writings you will find the history, teactgs, and traditions of the
Early Church. Therefore, the Church Fathers whosgkwame before
the Council of Nicaea were known as Ante-Nicenbded, whether they
were apostolic fathers, apologists or polemicisihese Apostolic

Fathers had to fight against an enemy that desirtiy#h and life, an

enemy threatening the body of Christ, his Churamfwithout.

After them came the earlier and later Church Fatladro lived between
the Council’s of Nicaea 325 A.D. and Chalcedon 45D. The
outstanding ones lived in the era of external qudeting the reign of
Constantine the Great and his successors. Buttdespiquietness, it
was also an era in which destructive and heredicatrines were taught,
for the enemy from within tried to destroy the Gituby leading it into
gross error. One of these enemies was Arius, wineedehe Godhead
of the Lord Jesus; he taught that Christ was cdeatel that he was not
the eternal Son of the Father. Therefore, in thig you will also study
Post-Nicene Fathers. The first to consider is Jatlg was later known
as Chrysostom.

3.2 Chrysostom (ca. 347-407) — Expositor and Orato

John was called Chrysostom shortly after his ddambause of his
eloguence. He literally deserved the name whiclarmae"golden-
mouthed."” John was born about 347 A.D. into a \ngad#ristocratic
family of Antioch. His mother was Authusa, who beeaa widow at the
age of twenty, but refused to remarry in order #teg might devote all
her time to her son’s education.
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It is said that Chrysostom lived a pure, simple liiat was a rebuke to
his highly placed wealthy parishioners in Constaopie. Extremely

ascetic in his insistence on simplicity of life aindlined to mysticism,

he did not always possess tact; but he did haweigeous, affectionate,
kindly nature. Though he was a giant in moral apiditsal stature, he

was short and thin. His emaciated, baldhead, aectipg bright eyes

made a lasting impression on his hearers (Caig&il)1

Chrysostom was said to be a student of the frignBnoperor Julian.
This man gave him a good training in the Greeksitaand the rhetoric
that laid the foundation for his excellent speakatngjity. For a time he
practiced law, but after his baptism in 368 A.D. lerame a monk.
After his mother’s death in 374 A.D, he practiceseaerely ascetic life
until 380 A.D. During this time he lived in a cave a mountain near
Antioch. Il health stopped this severe regime (Gsi1981).

Perhaps some years of study under Diodorus of $drad something to
do with his ability as an expositor. About 640 a$ kermons are still
extant, and even a reading of the cold print gimes some idea of his
sermons are expositions of Paul’s Epistles.

He taught that there must be no divorce of monadkraligion; the Cross
and ethics must go hand in hand. It is little wanithat he was and still
is hailed as the greatest pulpit orator the Eastdmarch ever had. John
was ordained in 386 A.D., and preached some obégt sermons in
Antioch until 398 A.D. In that year he was made tb&triarch of
Constantinople. He held this position until Empré&asdoxia finally
banished him in 404 A.D. because he had denouneeaiiravagant
dress and her placing a silver statue of hersef 8aint Sophia, where
he preached. He died in exile in 407.

3.3 Theodore (ca. 350-428) — Exegete

Another noted church father you will now study ishebdore of
Mopsuestia. Theodore has been rightly called "thacp of ancient
exegetes". In Cairns (1981), Theodore is said teehstudied the
Scriptures- for about ten years- under Diodoruslafsus. This good
education was made possible by his birth into altiwedamily. He was
ordained a presbyter in Antioch in 383 and becahe liishop of
Mopsuestia in Cilicia about 392 A.D.

He opposed the allegorical system on a thorouglenstahding of the
grammar of the text and the historical backgrouhthe text in order to
discover the meaning of the writer. He also gavefaaattention to the
text in its immediate and its more remote conteXtss type of study
made him an able commentator and theologian. Samieisomajor
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contributions are commentaries on such books of Biele as
Colossians and the letters to the Thessalonianhiape it should be
stated that both he and Chrysostom had a healtthyeirte on the
interpretation of the Bible in their day. Therefowathout dispute, their
work was a marked contrast to the strained intéapoms of Scripture
that resulted from the use of the allegorical métbbinterpretation.

3.4 Eusebius (ca 265-ca.339) - Church Historian

The third Church Father you will study is Eusebi@airns (1981) states
that Eusebius of Caesarea was one of the most yaletlied of the
Church Fathers. Eusebius of Caesarea has as ngldhtaithe title of
“Father of Church History” as Herodotus has to thke “Father of
History”. It is said that after having a good edimaunder Pamphilus at
Caesarea, Eusebius helped his friend Pamphilusilih dgp his library in
that city. According to Cairn, Eusebius was an dagsis student and
read everything he could obtain that might help mnhis research. He
excerpted widely from both profane and sacred ditee. Much
literature of his day that might otherwise have rbdest has been
preserved because these excerpts were quotedwotks.

Eusebius’ personality was one that fitted him faectsscholarly pursuits.
He was of a gentle and agreeable disposition aslikell the quarrels
engendered by the Arian heresy. He was given s méaddonor at the
right hand of Constantine at the Council of Nicawad, like him,
preferred a compromise between the parties of Atbias and Arius. It
was the Caesarean Creed, put forth by Eusebiusaefdea that the
Council of Nicaea modified and accepted. The foifgis considered
as his achievements to the history of the Chrigfiaarch;

(@) His greatest work if€cclesiastical History, a survey of the
history of the Church from apostolic times untiU3His purpose
was to make a record of the past trials of the adhat the end of
its long period of struggle and the beginning of #@ra of
prosperity this work is especially valuable to dhgcause
Eusebius had access to the fine library at Caesaneathe
imperial archives.

(b)  Eusebius also wrote theni®@nicle, a universal history from the
time of Abraham until 323 A.D. The "Chronologicah@ns,"
which is a part of theChronicle, provided the conventional
chronological framework for medieval history. Hisfe of
Constantine was written somewhat as an appendix to khaory
and is an excellent, though somewhat laudatory,rceolof
information concerning the doings of Constantinetreesy were
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related to the church. He also wrote a laudatoogtaiphy of
Constantine.

(c)  The historical work of Eusebius was continbgdwo successors
Socrates and Sozomen who did not always measurt® tipe
high standard of reliability set by him. TogethethaEusebius,
these men are the chief ecclesiastical authoffitiethe history of
the ancient church (Earle E. Cairns; 1981).

Now that you have studied the lives in achievemaritshe above
Church Fathers, who were of the Eastern originwbo served there,
you will also do well to study briefly lives of th®llowing Church
Fathers from the West. These are, Ambrose, Jerachdagustine.

3.5 Ambrose (339-397 A.D.)

Perhaps, firstly, you should study the life, timedaachievements of
Ambrose. In S.M Houghton (2001) Ambrose is saidé¢othe son of a
Roman governor in Gaul (France). Educated in the itla Rome he

entered the Emperor’'s service and was stationethenprovince in

which the city of Milan stands. It is also saidtthahile he was there the
bishop of the city died and a division arose amtirggpeople over the
choice of a successor. Probably certain of the Ipeaanted a bishop
who held the heresy of Arius, while others wantdaishop who held to
the doctrine formulated by the Council of Nicea. there was the
probability that a riot might ensue, Ambrose, asgynor, attended the
gathering and spoke to the people, urging thenobalect themselves in
an orderly and Christian manner. Suddenly the voica child (as was
supposed) was heard, saying ‘Let Ambrose be otwopis

It is said that from all sides the cry was heafinbrose is our bishop,
Ambrose is our bishop’. The startled governor resieal to the call,
even though he had not yet submitted to Christagtism. He felt that it
came from God; he was baptized, taken into thesGiéan ministry, and
confirmed in the office of bishop in little moreath a week.

Ambrose was a true gentle man. He was a man ofagewvho stood
firm for the right. He was an eloquent preachelrdtigrace and pleasant
words. He will however, forever be remembered fore cevent in
particular. It concerned the Emperor Theodosius wiagle Christianity
the sole religion of Romans in his EDICT of 380 A.Dhough a
professed Christian and a member of the churchiesbacred 7,000 of
the city of Thessalonica, as punishment for a figlmein which Roman
officers had been killed. It is said that aftertthgly incidence, Ambrose
wrote a letter condemning the act. Afterwards thepBror came to
worship at Milan and intended to present himselthat Lord’s Table.
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But Bishop Ambrose, had earlier made up his mintdtaaeceive the
Emperor at the Lord’'s Table, he therefore quicklgtnmim at the
entrance to the church building, and said: ‘How walu lift up in prayer
the hands still dripping with the blood of the mereld? How will you,
with such hands, receive and bring to your moughlabdy and blood of
the Lord? Get out of here, and do not dare to aadh&r crime to the
one you have already committed'.

And because Ambrose stood his ground, the RomaneEmpnade

public confession of his sin and sought forgivenésis said that, eight
months passed before he was received at the Loatie. Therefore, in
token of his submission he also issued a law tkatéforth the death
sentence against a man should never be carriedeffeot until thirty

days after it was pronounced.

3.6 Jerome

The second Western Church Father for your studiighunit is Jerome.
He was born in Dalmatia and later settled in Bdtbia in

386A.D.Jerome lived during the same period as Atiigeislt is said that
as a youth he spent time in the Catacombs aroumteR@anslating the
many inscriptions. Besides Latin, he acquired arebent knowledge of
Greek, and was one of the few western scholars geve attention to
the Hebrew language. In fact he became one ofhileg scholars in the
early Church. His greatest work was to translageBlble from Hebrew
and Greek into Latin. Much of this work was accosipd at
Bethlehem. The title of the translation is knowntlas Vulgate (that is,
the Bible ‘in common use’) and was the version ugedughout the
Middle Ages in the Roman Catholic Church. It was tinst book to be
printed when movable type was invented in the neiddf the 15th
century. In the 16th century the famous CouncilToént termed it
‘authentic’. Jerome also opposed the Pelagius pevél much vigour.
He died in or about the year 420 A.D. (S.M. Hough@001).

3.7 Augustine

The last Church Father you will study for now isglistine of Hippo
Regis. S.M Houghton (2001) rated him as the greafesll the Church
Fathers. According to him, Augustine shines fodhaaright star in the
firmament of Early Church history. He was born B43n the province
of Numidia, North Africa, not very far from ancie@arthage. It is said
that, Patricius, his father, was a pagan, but resher, Monica, was a
woman in whom all the virtues of a Christian mothesre found in
abundance; she excelled in the fervour of her féih tenderness of her
affection, and the constancy of her love.
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On the contrary, Augustine’s fathers only concernHtis son was that
he should excel in matters intellectual. He kneat this son was highly
gifted. He arranged for him to complete his studiesthe city of
Carthage, but there Augustine found the temptatidriée too much for
his ardent, sensual nature. He became completedpaeed by the
vanities of the world. It is said that at that goin time, Monica,
however, prayed ceaselessly for her erring sonldfa it seemed as if
her prayers were not heard, and that all her emseadmonitions and
instructions were lost upon him. In addition itsgid that Monica had
specially prayed that her son might not be allowedeave Africa for
Italy, for she feared that temptations to sin migateven greater there
than in Carthage. Yet in spite of her prayers logr went to Italy. She
feared the worst, but God meant it for the besteA& time spent in
Rome, Augustine went to Milan, and in the provideraf God he
became acquainted with Ambrose who took much istdrehim. The
sermons of the bishop impressed him greatly. Heametp study
Scripture and, by the light of the Holy Spirit,understand the nature of
sin and grace. The struggle within his heart becgra@ful in the
extreme.

It is reported that, at the age of thirty-one, Asiijie was in a garden in
Milan, weeping and calling to God for deliveranceni sin. He
despaired of himself. Suddenly he heard the vica loby or girl from a
neigbouring house repeating in a kind of chantk&rand read; take and
read’. Without delay he took up the New Testamant read Romans
13, verses 13-14, the first words on which his egdls ‘Let us walk
honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drumiess, not in
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and egvBuit put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ and make not provision for tlksHlto fulfill the lusts
thereof’. It is said that almost at once every shaaf doubt melted
away. As it were, there and then Augustine paseau teath to life.
We were told that immediately, he went to tell sther what had
happened. She was close at hand, for she had &didvim to Italy.
Finally, her mourning was not turned into joy, asie blessed the Lord
who was able to do exceeding abundantly abovehatl she had asked
or thought (S.M. Houghton; 2001).

Afterwards Augustine wrote hi€onfessions, one of the most famous
books of all time, in which he describes the way ltlord led him out of
sin and doubt into grace and truth. In Italy he badome a teacher of
rhetoric, but now he returned to Africa, intenditaglive in seclusion.
This, however, was not the will of God for him. tesd, he was led to
become bishop of a town called Hippo Regis, in Nliaji and his
splendid talents were devoted to the building & @hurch of God in
the West. He died at Hippo in the year 430 A.D.
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Perhaps, one of his major roles in the Christiarur€in was his
involvement in Pelagius controversy. It is saidttiRelagius a British
monk, was a dangerous man, for he taught falseridest He denied
original sin and asserted that Adam’s sin did riteca the entire human
race. Man he claimed, is not born sinful, but i¢eal® do that God
requires of him, if he only wills to do so. In atldn, it is said that
Pelagius taught that the ability to be saved isiéoin the lost sinner’s
heart if he will but use it. He really denied thexassity for a ‘birth from
above’, for the inward work of the Holy Spirit, afar the intervention
of the unmerited grace of God. Salvation is ‘noiwairks lest any man
should boast’ (Eph. 2:9) but Pelagius’ teachingsewartually a denial
of this great truth. Augustine was his most powedjpponent and his
writings on these themes have been influentialearly every period of
Church history since that time. Augustine will senembered as a man
of who had deeper spiritual insight into the senips that any other of
the Church Fathers. It is said of him, that nevarsva man more
determined and fearless in the defense of the tretftendered immense
service to the kingdom of God. Perhaps, it showddstated here that
Martin Luther and John Calvin, and indeed the whGleurch, under
God stand deeply in his depth (S.M. Houghton; 2001)

3.8 Development of the Liturgy

In this last part of unit five, you will now studjurgy, which is a fixed

form of public worship used in Church. Perhaps, yeed to remind
yourself of the Edict of Constantine of 313 A.Datlgranted freedom to
Christians. Unfortunately, that freedom led to gnactical union of the
Church and the State under Constantine and hisessors. This
eventually led to the secularization of the Churéleccording to E.

Cairns (1981) the Patriarch of Constantinople camer the control of
the emperor, and the Eastern Church became a oegrdrof the State.
He further states that, the influx of pagans ite thurch through the
mass conversion movements of the era contributeiegpaganisation
of worship as the Church tried to make these babaonverts feel at
home within its fold. He also said that this inflok pagans, many of
whom did not become more than nominal Christiaasased the Church
to call upon the state to help enforce discipligghe use of its temporal
power to punish ecclesiastical offenses. Cairngesged that in 529
A.D., Emperor Justinian, of the Eastern segmenhefempire ordered
the closing of the Academy at Athens. Up until thate, pagan Greek
philosophy had been taught there. In addition, ipis® became lax
within the church because its resources were oxedtan handling the
many converts who had been only partially convefteoh paganism.
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Cairns further contend that the influx of new catsyend the growth of
Episcopal power also brought changes in the worshifhe church. If

the barbarians who had been used to worshipingesyagre to find any
real help in the church, many church leaders betlethat it would be

necessary to materialize the liturgy to make Gaalrsenore accessible
to these worshipers. Therefore, the following ige thevelopment of
liturgy in the Christian Church as presented by@a(1981):

().  The veneration of angels, saints, relicsiypies, and statues was
a logical outcome of this attitude. Cairns therefooncludes that
connection with the monarchical state also led ¢hange from a
simple democratic worship to a more aristocratapidul form
of liturgy with a sharply drawn distinction betwete clergy and
the laity.

(i)  Sunday became one of the major days in ther€h calendar
after Constantine decided that it was to be a dayvic as well
as religious worship.

(i)  The festival of Christmas became a reguleaigtice in the West
about the middle of the fourth century, with thepitibn of the
December date that had been previously used hyagans.

(iv) The Feast of Epiphany, which in the West bed¢ed the coming
of the Magi to see Christ and in the East Chribptism, was
also brought into the Church calendar.

(v)  Accretions from the Jewish sacred year, thepgb history, and
the lives of saints and martyrs led to a steadyaegion of the
number of holy days in the church calendar.

(vi) There was also an increase in the number eséroonies that
could be ranked as sacraments:

(@) Augustine was inclined to believe that mamiaghould be
regarded as a sacrament.

(b)  Cyprian held that penance was vital to theisTian life.

(c)  With the increased gap between the clergy tardlaity, it was
almost necessary to consider ordination in thetligh a
sacrament.

(d)  Confirmation

(e) Extreme unction came to be looked on as hasagramental
value about 400 A.D.

(vii) The early theological development of the tloe of original sin

contributed to the importance of infant baptism.tBg beginning
of the third century, Tertullian and Cyprian comsid infant
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baptism an accepted fact. Augustine especially asipbd the
importance of baptism.

(viii) The Lord’s Supper occupied the central @dn the thinking of

(ix)
(@)
(b)
(€)
(d)

(e)

(f)
(9)
(h)
(i)
@)

(k)
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the worshipper and the order of the liturgy. Intfat was in
process of becoming a sacrifice as well as a saran€yprian
thought that the priest acted in Christ’'s plac€ammunion and
that he offered "a true and full sacrifice to Gbd Father". The
Canon of the Mass, which Gregory | altered slightly, emphasized
the sacrificial nature of the Communion service. tBg end of
the sixth century all the seven acts that the Rorm@atholic
Church regards as sacraments were in use and hacadted
position in worship. Sacerdotalism, the belief ttie substance
of the ordinance is efficacious through the prestklebrant,
steadily gained ground. This led to an increasm@lgasis on the
separation of the clergy and the laity.

The veneration of Mary

The veneration of Mary, the mother of Jesesetbped rapidly
in 590 A.D.

This led to the adoption of the doctrines @&r hmmaculate
conception in 1854 A. D.

It also gave birth to the doctrine of her mubus assumption to
heaven in 1950 A.D.

The false interpretation of Scripture and thass of miracles
associated with Mary in the apocryphal gospels teteayreat
reverence for her.

The Nestorian and other Christological corgrsies of the
fourth century resulted in the acceptance of Maryhe "Mother
of God" and entitled her to special honors in thedy.

Clement, Jerome, and Tertullian had ascribeggtual virginity
to Mary.

Augustine believed that the mother of theesslChrist had never
committed actual sin.

Monasticism, with its emphasis on the virtué \orginity,
strengthened the idea of the veneration of Mary.

These and other considerations led the Romhuar¢h to give
special honor to Mary.

What at first was merely acknowledgment of Bralted position
as Christ's mother soon became belief in her ie&sory powers
because it was thought that the Son would be gldidten to the
requests of His mother.

The prayer of Ephraim Cyrus before 400 is arlyeinstance of a
formal invocation to Mary.
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()

(m)
(x)
(@)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)

(9)
(h)

(xi)

(xii)

(xiii)

By the middle of the fifth century she was ¢#d at the head of
all the saints. Festivals associated with her afgang up in the
fifth century. The Feast of the Annunciation on a5, which
celebrated the angelic announcement of the birth €bn to her;
Candlemas on February 2, the celebration of hafigation after
the birth of Christ; and the Assumption on AuguSst Which
celebrates her supposed ascension to heaven, wer@pal
festivals.

In the sixth century Justinian asked her t#ssion on behalf of
his empire. By 590 A.D. she had a unique positiothe worship
of the Roman church.

The veneration of saints

The veneration of saints grew out of the ratulesire of the
church to honor those who had been martyrs in &ys dhen the
church had been severely persecuted by the state.
Furthermore the pagans had been accustonted teneration of
their heroes; and when so many pagans came intohilneh; it
was almost natural for them to substitute the safot their
heroes and to give them semi divine honors.

Up to the year 300, celebrations at the grawslved only
prayers for the repose of the soul of the saint.

By 590 A.D prayer for them had become prageGbd through
them.

This was accepted at the Second Council oaédéic Churches
and chapels were built over their graves.

Festivals associated with their death gaingdaae in the church
calendar.

Legends of miracles associated with them agvedpidly.

The traffic in relics, such as bodies, teéthy, or bones, became
SO great a problem that it was ordered to stoBhA.D.

The use of images and pictures in worshipaexjed rapidly as
more and more untutored converts came into thecthuBoth
Images and pictures materialized the invisibleiteaf deity.

Thanksgiving or penitential processions baeaa part of worship
after 313 A.D.

Pilgrimages, at first to Palestine and late the tombs of notable
saints, became customary. Constantine’s mothegrtdelvisited

Palestine in her old age and was supposed to lvavel fthe true

Cross.
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(xiv) Government aid and freedom of worship un@enstantine led to
extensive building of churches.

(xv) The earliest singing in the church had beamdcicted by a leader
to whom the people gave responses in some antipsormang,
in which two separated choirs sing alternately, eligyed at
Antioch. Ambrose introduced the practice of antipdosinging
at Milan, from whence it spread through the Westémrch.

(xvi) Special vestments for the priests came asp#ople gave up the
Roman type of dress, while the clergy retainedithe church
services.

(xvii) During this era there arose a special sda&l hierarchy under a
dominant Roman bishop, the tendency to increasauhger of
sacraments and to make them the main avenues ad,grad the
movement to elaborate the liturgy. These thingpdko lay the
foundation for the medieval Roman Catholic Church.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Now that you have gone through the wealth of theeeences of the
Church Fathers, you should be motivated to make woun positive
influence felt in the lives of others within younimediate community
and by extension, the Church of God.

The Church Fathers through their selfless and fszeuli living,
bequeathed to your generation, the history of tineisGan Church,
which is of an inestimable value. Therefore, yafgr inust have positive
impact that will lead many to God and worship biotlspirit and truth.

5.0 SUMMARY
The main points in this Unit are as follows:

1. The Church Fathers fought both enemies of thest@an Church
within and outside the fold.
2. The Post Nicene Church Fathers that were oEtmstern origin

are: i. Chrysostom ii. Theodore lii. EusebiueSaea.
3. Western Post Nicene Church Fathers were:

I. Ambrose ii. Jerome iii. Augustine
4. Some of the services or liturgical practice€bfistian Church:

I Sunday became one of the major days in the €@hQalendar
. The festival of Christmas became a regularcfica in the West
about the middle of the fourth century.
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iii.  The feast of Epiphany was brought into theu@th Calendar

V. An increase in the numbers of ceremonies¢bhatd be ranked as
sacrament (a) marriage (b) penance (c) ordinatia) (
confirmation (e) extreme unction

V. Doctrine of infant baptism

Vi. The Lord’s Supper occupied the central plate¢hie thinking of
worshipper and the order of liturgy.

vii.  The veneration of Mary, the mother of Jesus

viii. ~ The veneration of saints grew out of theurat desire.

IX. The use of images and pictures in worship aged rapidly.

X. Government and the freedom of worship understoriine led to
extensive building of Churches

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Kindly discuss the life and achievement of Augustaf Hippo.Discuss
the development of liturgy in the Church.
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MODULE 2

THE IMPERIAL CHURCH - 313 -476 A.D

Unit 1 Reconciliatory Councils and Creedal Develent
Unit 2 Rise of Monasticism and their developments
Unit 3 The Growth of Power in the Roman Church
Unit 4 The End of Western Roman Empire

Unit 5 Consolidation of Papal Power and the Riskslam

UNIT 1 RECONCILIATORY COUNCILS AND
CREEDAL DEVELOPMENT

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0  Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1  The Arian Controversy
3.2  The Nature of the Holy Spirit
3.3  The Apollinarian Controversy
3.4  The Pelagian Controversy
3.5 The Development of Creeds

4.0 Conclusion

50 Summary

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The first unit of the second module of your coulssgins with the
Imperial Church. The word imperial connotes soneeneints of royalty.
It tells of a Church that was fully or partially moolled by Kings,

Queens or Emperors. The period you are now studyeng the period,
soon after the cessation of the severe persecatitte Church, that is,
shortly after Emperor Constantine embraced Chnigtiaas his own

religion. Therefore, in this unit, you will studyé three prolonged
controversies that occurred between 325 and 451, abich were

fundamental to the very existence of the Churche Tésult of those
disputes led to the numerous Councils of Bishops were held to find
solutions to the doctrinal issues that shook thar@to its foundation.
Therefore, the following objectives present a clgature of topics you
are to study.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

It is expected that by the time you finish studythgs unit, you should
be able to:

. define the Arian controversy that arose over thetrdte of the
Trinity

. define the Appollinarian controversy over the natof Christ

. define the Pelegian controversy over questiongimgl@o sin and
salvation

. identify the role of the Church Councils in thealesion of these
controversies

. state the resolutions of those Councils and thein@uncements

. identify those who participated in the Councils

. describe the development of Creeds in the Church.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Arian Controversy

The problem of the Trinity was one of the bitterpslis ever tasted by
the Church. The problem bothered on the relatiggsshetween God the
Father and Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. Tiveeee speculative
thinking as to the equality in status and powerstltg Godhead.
Therefore the nature and functions of the Tringty to the dispute.

Earle Cairns shed light on the controversy in theowing paragraphs.
According to him, Alexander, the bishop of Alexaagipreached to his
presbyters on The Great Mystery of the Trinity inity about 318 or
319 A.D. One of the presbyters, Arius, an ascetlwkr and popular
preacher, attacked the sermon because he beliéatdittfailed to

uphold a distinction among the persons in the Gadh&n his desire to
avoid a polytheistic conception of God, Arius toakposition that did
injustice to the true deity of Christ.

Cairns said that the issue was soteriological itunea Therefore the
following questions are to be addressed; Could €Llwave man if He
were a demigod, less than true God, and of a simildifferent essence
from the Father as Eusebius and Arius respectiasberted? Just what
was His relationship to the Father? Without mincingrds, the
controversy became so bitter that Alexander hadsAcondemned by a
synod. Arius then fled to the friendly palace ofsEbius, the bishop of
Nicomedia, who had been his schoolmate. Since igputé centered in
Asia Minor, it threatened the unity of the empiseveell as that of the
church. Cairns said that Emperor Constantine maunmeerted effort to

63



CTH 141 MODULE 1

settle the dispute by letters to the bishop of Alekia and Arius, but
the dispute had gone beyond the power even of tar [étom the

emperor. Constantine then called a council of ikadps of the church
to work out a solution to the dispute. This coumedt at Nicaea in the
early summer of 325 AD. Between two and three hehdishops of the
church whom were from the Western section of thpiemattended the
Council. The emperor presided over the first sesaiod paid all costs.
For the first time the church found itself domirshatey the political

leadership of the head of the state. The perenmiablem of the

relationship between church and state emerged|gléare, but the
bishops were too busy dealing with theological sgr® think of that

particular problem.

Three views were put forth at the council. Ariufjomvas backed by
Eusebius of Nicomedia (to be distinguished fromdbuss of Caesarea
and a minority of those present insisted that Chwagl not existed from
all eternity but had a beginning by the creativé et God. Arius
believed that Christ was of different (heteros) essence or substance
from the Father. Because of the virtue of His &fed His obedience to
God’s will, Christ was to be considered divine. Butus believed that
Christ was a being created out of nothing, subatdino the Father, and
of a different essence from the Father. He wasoetual, coeternal, or
consubstantial with the Father. To Arius He wasmgivbut not Deity
(E. Cairns: 134).

It was said that Athanasius (ca. 295-373) becamechinef exponent of
what became the orthodox view. His wealthy paréaid provided for
his theological education in the famous catechktisehool of
Alexandria. At the council, Athanasius insistedttl@rist had existed
from all eternity with the Father and was of themeaessence
(homousios) as the Father, although He was a distinct perggnale
insisted on these things because he believedftldirist were less than
he had stated Him to be, He could not be the Sawdumen. The
guestion of man’s eternal salvation was involvedhia relationship of
the Father and the Son according to Athanasiushdiethat Christ was
coequal, coeternal, and consubstantial with théndfatand for these
views he suffered exile five times.

Cairns explain further that the largest party veaklly the gentle scholar
and church historian Eusebius of Caesarea, whatikelof controversy
led him to propose a view that he hoped would beaeceptable
compromise. He proposed a moderate view that woaabine the best
ideas of Arius and Athanasius. Over two hundredthafse present
followed his views at first. He taught that Chrgis not created out of
nothing as Arius had insisted but that he was ltegobf the Father
before time in eternity. Christ was of a likenoi) or similar essence to
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the Father. His creed became the basis of the dtesdwas finally
drawn at Nicaea, but that one differed from histsninsistence on the
unity of essence of substance of the Father an8ahe

Thus Athanasius was made to convince majority & @ouncil to
condemn the teaching of Arius, in the Nicene Creéd325 AD.
Athanasius spent his last seven years at Alexamdra&ae he died in 373
AD. His view finally became supreme throughout @teurch both East
and West long after his death.

3.2 The Nature of the Holy Spirit

The next controversy was on the relationships efHloly Spirit to the
Father. The nature of the Holy Spirit came to tbeus. How did he
come into an existence? Where is the place of ltwsle? What are his
responsibilities and how is it functioning? Accarglito Earle Cairns,
Macedonius, bishop of Constantinople between 34d a®0, most
likely taught that the Holy Spirit was "a ministand a servant” on a
level with the angels and that the Holy Spirit veasreature subordinate
to the Father and Son. This was a denial of the deity of the Holy
Spirit and would be as harmful to the conceptiorthaf Holy Spirit as
the views of Arius were to the conception of Chrishe Ecumenical
Council of Constantinople condemned these viewa8ih Cairns added
that when the creed of Constantinople, our Nicereed, was recited at
the third Council of Toledo in 589, the words "aheé Son" f{ilioque)
were added to the statement "that proceedeth fnenfather," which is
concerned with the relationship between the HolyiSand the Father
and the Son. Accordingly, the Western churchesesihen have insisted
on the true deity and the personality of the Hopiri& as coequal,
coeternal and consubstantial with the Father aadSitn (Earle Cairns:
135).

3.3 The Apollinarian Controversy

The next controversy was on Christology which ig tielationship
between the natures of Christ. The dispute centeretvhether Jesus
Christ was fully man or fully God. According to 3esL. Hurlbut,
Apollinaris was the Bishop of Laodicea about 36(MAHe asserted that
the divine nature of Christ on earth was not of et God alone in
human form. His view was sharply in contrast to #lteepted doctrine
of the Church, that the personality of Jesus Chves a union of God
and man, deity and humanity in one nature. Althouggollinaris
stressed the deity of Christ, he minimized His tmenhood. Therefore
his view was considered heretic and condemned kyctuncil of
Constantinople, 381 A.D. (Jesse L. Hurlbut, p. 68).
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3.4 The Pelagian Controversy: Anthropology — The Mnner
of Man'’s Salvation

The heresies and controversy you have studiedrso this unit existed
mainly in the Eastern part of Christendom where csfaive
metaphysical theology was more or less a preocmupadf the
rationalistic Greek thinkers. But this controveryat we are now
examining arose from the Western part of the Gémgdm and was over
guestions relating to sin and salvation. For examplugustine and
Pelagius were concerned with the problem of thereadf how man is
saved. Was man to be saved by divine power onlywas there a place
in the process of salvation for the human will?

Cairn said that Pelagius (ca. 360-ca. 420), wasriasiB monk and
theologian whom Jerome described as "weighed doitntie porridge
of the Scots,” came to Rome about 400 where, whth help of
Celestius, he formulated his idea of how man issda¥ccordingly, he
soon found that Augustine would have no part ofitiesas. Therefore,
he left Rome in 409 A. D. Pelagius was describedaasol, calm
individual, who had known nothing of the strugglé smul through
which Augustine had gone before he was saved. HdPelagius was
more willing to give the human will a place in theocess of salvation.
But Augustine had found his world helpless to es=te him from the
morals of sin in which he found himself becausaisfsinful nature.

Contrary to the view of Augustine, Pelagius beltleat each man is
created free as Adam was and that each man hgsother to choose
good or evil. Each soul is a separate creation ofl @nd, therefore,
uncontaminated by the sin of Adam. He contendethéurthat the
universality of sin in the world is explained byetkwveakness of human
flesh rather than by the corruption of human will briginal sin.
Therefore, according too him, Man does not inhaiginal sin from his
first ancestor, although the sins of individualstlué past generation do
weaken the flesh of the present generation sodingtare committed
unless the individual wills to cooperate with Gad the process of
salvation. Pelagius stressed further that the humidhis free to
cooperate with God in the attainment of holiness ean make use of
such aids to grace as the Bible, reason, and thenge of Christ.
Because there is no original sin, infant baptismnad an essential
element in salvation (Earle Cairns, p. 137).

The above view was greatly opposed and rejectedumyustine, the
great bishop of Hippo, who believed in the denfahe grace of God by
insisting that regeneration is exclusively the waifkthe Holy Spirit.

According to Augustine, Man was originally madetihe image of God
and free to choose between good and evil, but Aslam’ bound all men
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because Adam was the head of the race. Man’ssahtirely corrupted
by the fall so that he must be considered totadigrdved and unable to
exercise his will in regard to the matter of satwat Augustine believed
that all inherit sin through Adam and that no aerefore, can escape
original sin. Man’s will is so bound that he can dothing to bring
about his salvation. Salvation can come only to elext through the
grace of God in Christ. God must energize the humiério accept His
proffered grace, which is only for those whom Hes lelected to
salvation (Cairns, p. 138).

Pelagius’s views were condemned at the CouncilpdfelSus in 431, but
neither the Eastern nor the Western church evely fatcepted
Augustine’s views. However, Hurlbut stated that t@euncil of
Carthage of 418 A. D. condemned the Pelagian vawl, the theology
of Augustine became the standard of orthodoxy enGhurch (Hurlbut,
p. 68).

3.5 Development of Creeds

Perhaps, the development of Creeds started asiommcigainst the
heresies that were creeping into the Church. Fetante, after the
Council of Nicaea condemned the erroneous teachmfigArius, the
Church in Council immediately produced its own crge as to exclude
Arian error. Although, orthodoxy gained a temporsigtory at Nicaea
by the assertion of the eternity of Christ and tdentity of His
substance with that of the Father, the creed faatadlhere must not be
confused with the Nicene Creed used by the Chuday, although that
creed is similar to the one formulated at Nicad®e Greed of 325 A. D.
stops with the phrase "and in the Holy Spirit* aedfollowed by a
section condemning Arius views (E. Cairns, p. 134).

Tim Dowley has presented the following as the Nec@need:

‘We believe in one God, the Father, Almighty, makdrall things
visible and invisible; And in one Lord, Jesus Chtise Son of God,
begotten of the Father, only-begotten, that ianfthe substanceisia)
of the Father; God from God, Light from Light, VeGod from Very
God, begotten not made, of one substahoengousios, consubstantial)
with the Father through whom all things were mdut#h in heaven and
on earth; who for us men and for our salvation caltoen and was
incarnate, was made man, suffered, and rose aguitheo third day,
ascended into heaven, and is coming to judge tegliand the dead;
‘And in the Holy Spirit.

And those who say: "There was a time when he w#$ aod: "Before
he was begotten he was not", or those who preteaitdthe Son of God
is "of another substanchyfpotasis) or essenceo(isia)” (than the Father)
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or "created" or "alterable" or "mutable”, the cdithoand apostolic
church places under a curse.’

In addition to the Council of Nicaea of 325 A. hete were other
Councils that were held where doctrinal issues weeated. For
instance, Tim Dowley said that Emperor Theodosinos381 A. D.,
summoned the Council of Constantinople to reaftinefaith of Nicaea.
No doctrinal statement put out by the Council hawigsed, but at the
council of Chalcedon in 451 the Nicene cro9eednamghas the creed of
Nicaea was appropriately modified.

The Council of Constantinople, republishing thecteag of Nicaea
rather than repeating his wordings, probably indépatly produced the
Nicene Creed. The following is the Nicene Creed:

‘We believe in one God, the Father, the almightgkar of heaven and
earth, of all that is seen and unseen. We beliavene Lord Jesus
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally

Begotten of the Father God from God, Light from ttnee God,

begotten, not made of one being with the Fathemodgh him, all things
were made. For us men and for our salvation he cdaven from

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he becamsarnate of the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he evasified under

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buriedih@ third day he
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; lceraied into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father, HHeawe again in glory
to judge the living and the dead and his kingdorh lr@ve no end. We
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giverldé, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and gldrifite has spoken
through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Chui/e acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We loaktlie resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. An{@im Dowley, 177).

4.0 CONCLUSION

Throughout this unit you have noticed that the &fan Church went
through stormy voyages, as it were. However, intespf the
controversies the Church of God landed safelyhdiugd be stated, that
at the dawn of the Reformation some of these duedriwere attacked
and questioned by the Reformers. Christianity gagrented doctrinal
wise and the resultant effects were untold hardshgpffering,
persecution and gruesome death. In the course wf fywther studies
you will know more about the episodes.
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5.0 SUMMARY

It is expected that from the study of this unituybave learnt the
following points:

1. Several reconciliatory councils met on doctrinaumss such as
the Trinity, championed by Arius and Athanasius.

2. The Nature of the Son was also contested by Aolin

3. The Nature of the Holy Spirit was also discussed.

4 The questions relating to sin and salvation wetterdy debated.
Pelagasius was one of the leaders of the debate.

5. The role played by the participants in the contress,
particularly the Bishops was highly commendable.

6. The unique role of the Emperor Constantine as s of the
Imperial Church was noted.

7. The outcome of those Councils resulted into thentdation of
Creeds that became one of the Christian rulesitsf far many
centuries.

8. The resultant effects of the creeds united the gfian Church
throughout the Dark Ages.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. What will you consider as the reason for theti@versies on the
Trinity?

2. Discuss the role of the ‘creed’ in the Christ@hurch.

3. Discuss the role of Emperor Constantine at Cowofcil

Nicaea of 325 A. D.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Monasticism began as a reaction to the worldlirteas crept into the
church shortly after the cessation of imperial peusion. You will
recall that Emperor Constantine became the firsisGan Emperor who
gave recognition to Christianity. His acceptancetled Christian faith
also encouraged most of his subjects to embracest@iity. Most of
them joined the church not because they were ctetjerather, to give
moral support to the Emperor.

In addition, the Roman society became prosperoua essult of the
conquests of other nations, particularly, Carthabjeere were many
slaves in Rome that were purchased and made densestiants. The
influx of many people from other nations to Romsoahdded to the
affluent society. The pleasures and comforts wesible to an extent of
lowering the moral standards of the Roman socMtiyh an abundance
of wealth and comfort, there developed a seriongylaegarding the
orderliness and security of the Empire. The ChuwthGod lost her
spirituality and almost became a social gatherifigat unfortunate
development in the church became very appallingveasl abhorred by
few Christians who longed for spirituality. Theyetkfore, decided to
live a life of more rigorous practice of the faithan normal for the
average Christian. They thereby withdrew from siyciand sought
solitude. They tried to achieve a pure Christianapd a deep
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communion with God, which they considered unattai@ain the
existing churches. Perhaps, this brief introductionthis interesting
subject will spur you into an action to study maidetails about
monasticism as expressed in the following objestive

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of the study of this unit, you shouldabée to:

. trace the origin of Monasteries

. narrate the story of the founders of monasteries
. identify what the Bible says about asceticism

. describe Christian ascetics and monks

. identify the first monks

. define the monastic order

. enumerate the benefits of monasticism

. describe the negative effects of monasteries.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Monasticism Defined

S.M. Houghton defines Monasticism as a life apantfthe world, a life
almost exclusively devoted to meditation and prageaccordance with
certain rules and regulations prescribed by thexdeus of the various
‘Orders’ of monks. According to Houghton, Monasiui in its origin,
however, can be traced to the hermit’s life, a hieb@ing a person who
desires to lead a solitary life in some secluded| without any contact
with other human beings.

3.2 Asceticism and the Bible

Perhaps, it is appropriate to find out what theiferes have to say
about the topic in question. Tim Dowley said thartp of the New
Testament have been held to encourage asceticisimthere it is
advocated for practical reasons, with no suggeshanhit is especially
praise worthy. Jesus said that ‘there are some avaunuchs for the
sake of the kingdom of God’, but this was specicdor those who
can receive it’. Similarly, Paul's preference fbetsingle life was based
on his feeling that Christ's return might come vesgon and that
marriage ties might impede evangelism.
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Tim Dowley states that, on the other hand, the Nestament strongly
condemns some types of asceticism. Jesus rejebedPharisees’
scruples over clean and unclean food, and Pautkattiathe teaching
that it was wrong to marry or to eat certain foods.

Dowley agrees that, the Jews had traditions of tmse®, both
individual and communal, reaching back into the Q&ktament. The
Nazarite vow involved temporary abstinence from eviand other
restrictions. Later in Israelite history, prophejathered into special
groups for teaching and prayer, under the leadedimotable holy men
such as Elisha.

Regular puritanical groups, such as the Rechabdasye into being
later; they kept apart from normal Israelite lifedaaimed at a purer and
more faithful devotion to God.

Accordingly, Dowley explains further that in New sfament times
there were both individual and communal ascetics Palestine.
Josephus, the Jewish historian, mentions that &eived some of his
teaching from a hermit called Banus. John the Bgpiving a solitary
ascetic life in the Judean desert, also repredérgstradition. On the
communal side, the best knowns are the Essenefah the group at
Qumran who produced the Dead Sea Scrolls was tlst prominent.
But some Essenes lived ascetic lives in the comiyyuas did some of
the Pharisees.

He asserted that, none of the earliest Christippgar to have lived as
hermits or in an ascetic community. Individualswewer, were noted
for their rigour of life and devotion to God. Mampn-Christian Jews
for his constant fasting and prayer, for exampldmiaed James the
Lord’s brother. Also, in the early period, any cgbtent Christian life

was likely to be viewed as extremely ascetic byaatty lax society.

Some noble Roman ladies, who may have been Cimisira reported
by pagan sources to have lived in mourning andusem presumably
because they had no time for the pagan sociaslifsounding them.

The earnestness of these people may have beenngerand their
intentions sincere, but the whole practice of mtossn is contrary to

the words of Jesus, for he said to his disciplest your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works éorifygyour Father

which is in heaven’ (Matt.5:16). Scripture certgitélls Christians that
they are not ‘of the world’ (John 17:14), and apekeep themselves
from worldliness (2 Corth.6:17), but to do this Imgans of a physical
separation from unbelievers is not possible.
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3.3

Factors that led to the Establishment of Monasties

May be from the onset, you should acquaint yoursgli some of the
factors that led to the establishment of monasearl Cairns lists
some as follows:

(@)

(b)

(€)

(d)

(e)

(f)

The dualistic view of flesh and spirit, witls itendency to
consider flesh evil and spirit good — so charasterof the Orient
— influenced Christianity through the Gnostic andoPplatonic
movements. Retirement from the world would, it wasught,
help the individual to crucify the flesh and to dip the spiritual
life by meditation and ascetic acts.

One should also remember that some Scripggem to support
the idea of separation from the world. Paul's appaadvocacy
of the celibate life in 1 Corinthians 7 is a casoint. The Early
Church Fathers such as Origen, Cyprian, Tertullzaxd Jerome
urged celibacy as the correct interpretation ohsberiptures.

Certain psychological tendencies strengtheiined desire for a
monastic life. In periods of crisis there is alwaysendency to
retreat from the harsh realities about one. The &scond and
third centuries saw the beginning of civil disordbat was to
become so prevalent in the later history of the ismnplany left

society for the monastery as a means of escapelfewsh reality
and the moral contamination of the times.

With the union of Church and State the po#gjof martyrdom
as a pledge of their faith could find a psycholagsubstitute in
the ascetic practices of monasticism. Monasticitsa affered a
more individualistic approach to God and salvatiban the
formal corporate worship of the times.

History also played a part in the decisiomany to accept the
life of the cloister. The increasing number of lzaréns crowding
into the church brought many semi-pagan practicegs the

church, and puritanical souls revolted against thehme

increasing moral deterioration, especially of tipper classes in
Roman society, caused many to despair of sociabrmef

Monasticism became a haven for those in revolt rsgaihe

growing decadence of the times. It was a livingia@sm of the

society of the day.

Geography merits some consideration as a faetsponsible for

the rise of monasticism. It would have been muchentbfficult
to carry on the monastic life in areas where timate was more
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severe than in Egypt, where the monastic life lmbeginnings.
The warm, dry climate and the multitude of caveghe hills

along the banks of the Nile were conducive to separ of the

individual from society. Small gardens, along witle resources
of food provided by the nearby Nile, made secuhdood by

the individual fairly easy. Nearness to the desolébrbidding

scenery of the desert stimulated meditation.

3.4 The Origin of Monasticism

In the previous unit, you studied about doctrinahtcoversies in the
church that shook the church to its foundation &o&v the church
finally came up with a set of creeds. Interestinglile these fiery great
controversies were ranging, another movement begduch in the

Middle Ages grew to immense proportions. This was tise of the
monastic spirit. Hurlbut said that in the early idtuthere were neither
monks nor nuns. He contends further that the Ganistlived in

families, and though keeping apart from idolatr@associations, were
stil members of society in general. But in the ipérnow under

consideration we note the beginnings and earlyrpssgof a movement
toward the monastic life.

During the days of persecution many Christiandttie find safety in
seclusion, and to grow in holiness and godlinesdivogg a life of
consecration and self-denial. Later, during thgmeaf Constantine the
Great, when the days of persecution had passedhar@dhurch and the
world drew together, many more Christians thoudpatytcould please
God by separating themselves as far as possibie the world and
living in seclusion; not as hermits, however, fbe tmost part, but in
small companies.

As stated earlier, after Christianity became domina the empire,
worldliness crept into the church and became pesmtalMany who
sought a higher life were dissatisfied with theirreundings, and retired
from the world. Either alone or in groups they dwel seclusion,
seeking to cultivate the spiritual life by meditetj prayer, and ascetic
habits. This monastic spirit began in Egypt, whereas fostered by the
warm climate and the few necessities for living.

3.5 The Founders of Monasteries

As stated above, Egypt was the birthplace of Maciast, for it was
there, in the middle of the third century, thatatain Antonius secluded
himself from the world for religious purposes. Hbotan said that while
Antonius was a young man he was so deeply imprdsgede story of
the rich young ruler (Mark 10:17-27) that he dedide apply the words
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of Jesus to himself — ‘If thou wilt be perfect, god sell that thou hast
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasuneaven; and come,
take up the cross, and follow me’. Houghton furtleplains that

Antonius sold all his valuable property and disitdd the money among
the poor. He then said farewell to the world, tatiens and friends, and
lived alone — first near his home, then in a torater in a disused fort,
and finally on a mountain. S. M. Houghton added,ttvaice a year his

friends brought him food, which he ate with a dttsalt. He drank
nothing but water. He decided not to comb or csthair, except once a
year, at Easter. He never took a bath. Men of ype @re often called
anchorites (those who ‘take to the bush’). Theyelvel that thereby they
are able to reach to higher degrees of holinessdhb@ers. Antonius, we
are told, lived until he was 106 years of age.

One peculiar form of asceticism was adopted by gdiflar-saints, of
whom the first was a Syrian monk, Simeon, calledlites, "of the
pillar”. ‘Stylos’ is the Greek word for a pillar.irfSeon imagined that by
living on the top of a pillar, his soul would beneTherefore, he left the
monastery in 423 A.D and built in succession sdymllars, each higher
than its predecessor, the last one sixty feet highfour feet broad. On
these pillars in turn he lived for thirty-seven ggearhousands emulated
his life, and Syria held many pillar-saints betwekea fifth and twelfth
centuries. But this form of life never obtaineddalers in Europe.

The monastic movement in Europe spread more sltvally in Asia and
Africa. The individual, solitary life of the ascetsoon gave place in
Europe to the establishment of monasteries, wher& was united with

prayer. Benedict's Rule, by which the Western murés were

generally organized and directed, was promulgate®29 A.D. The

monastic spirit grew through the Middle Ages (Hutlp.69).

Also, Houghton submits that in the West of Europspnasticism
originated in the work of a monk named Benedict wiaving lived for
a time in a cave as a hermit, established a mawyaséar Naples in the
year 529. Its members were called BenedictineduHbker stressed that
the three essential requirements or vows for tineseks, as prescribed
by Abbot Benedict, were poverty, chastity, and adecke. By obedience
was meant strict adherence to the laws of the @hamd the rules of the
monastic Order. Houghton explains further that Bemedictine Order
became immensely popular and widespread. To itngeld a monk
named Augustine who brought forty monks to Canterlou Angle-land
(England) in the year 597. Of course, this Augestamd the Augustine
previously mentioned as Bishop of Hippo Regis intNAfrica, were
totally different persons, living in different ped, but sometimes they
are confused. The Augustine who came to Canterlestgblished a
Benedictine monastery there.
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In the British Isles, one of the earliest and besiwn of monks was
The Venerable Bede who lived at Jarrow-on-Tyne, iarkchown as ‘the
father of English history’. So far as is known hever traveled outside
the Kingdom of Northumbria. He lived from about tyear 673 to the
year 735, and was probably the most learned mémsaige in England.
He knew Latin, Greek and Hebrew, and was familighthe classical
literature of ancient Greece and Rome, and alsb e writings of
Ambrose, Augustine and Jerome. He himself wiThie Ecclesiastical
History of the English Nation which tells us most of the things we know
about the church in England from Roman days urddd3s death.

3.6 Life in Monasteries

We have already noted the origin of the monaste ik the caves of
Upper Egypt, during the fourth century. In Europe movement was at
first of slow growth, but the Middle Ages showedjr@at development
of the monastic spirit, both among men and womedre Mumber of
monks and nuns increased enormously, with resatts ¢gpood and evil.
In the East the early ascetics lived apart, eadhsrown cave or hut, or
upon his pillar, but in Western Europe they formesimmunities,
dwelling together. As these settlements grew i sind in number,
some form of organization and government becamessacy, and in
process of time four great orders arose.

The Rule of Benedict is based on two activitiegyypr and work. The
individual monk, had to show high moral characteand Benedict
insisted that a monk should remain in the same stenawhere he had
taken his vows. The abbot was the spiritual heathefmonastery and
exercised all the normal discipline.

In every aspect all shall follow the Rule as tigaiide; and let no one
depart from it without good reason. Let his owrlimations, or brazenly
argue with his abbot... The abbot, for his pargusth do everything in
the fear of the Lord and in obedience to the Rkm@wing that he will

have to account to God for all his decisions.

If a brother is insubordinate or disobedient, preauca grumbler, or in
any way acting contrary to the holy Rule and desgithe orders of his
seniors, let him, according to the Lord’s commandinee privately
warned twice by his seniors. If he does not impyéeehim be publicly
rebuked before them all. But if even then he dad<arrect himself, he
should be excommunicated, if he understands hoeredtiis penalty is.
If however, he is beyond conviction, he should bgscally punished.
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The brothers shall take turns to wait on each ofieethat no one is
excused from kitchen work, unless prevented byngsk or taken up
with some vital business... An hour before eachleaweek’s servers
are to receive a cup of drink and a piece of bia and above their
ration, so that they can wait on their brothershwitt grumbling or
under fatigue.

At the brother’s meal times there should alwaysabesading... There
shall be complete silence at table and no whisgesimany voice except
the reader’s should be heard. The brethren shadd  each other in
turn whatever food is needed so that no one needski for anything. If
anything should be wanted, ask for it by sign lagg rather than
speech.

Above all, care must be taken of the sick... Batisuld be available to
the sick as often as necessary: to the healthygeapdcially the young,
less often. The eating of meat shall also be alibteethe sick and the
delicate to aid recovery. But when they have gdtebethey shall all
abstain from flesh, as normal.

In winter that is from 1 November until Easter as &s possible they
must get up at the eighth hour of the night, s thay rest for a little
over half the night and rise when they have had@dgleep. But the
time that remains after ‘vigils’ shall be spensindy...

As the prophet says, ‘seven times in the day daisp thee.” We will
complete this sacred number seven if, at laudtheafirst, third, sixth,
ninth hours, at vesper time and at compline weycaut duties of our
service.

Idleness is the enemy of the soul. Therefore, »adfitimes, brothers
should be in holy reading. We believe these ougluet arranged in this
way: from Easter until 1 October, on coming ouPoime they shall do
the work needing attention until the fourth hourori the fourth hour
until about sixth hour, they should concentratereading. After the
meal on the sixth hour, they shall rest on thedsbie complete silence;
anyone who wishes may read to himself as long agole not disturb
anyone else. None shall be said a little earlyutlboe middle of the
eight-hour; after that they shall work at theikssintil evening.

3.7 Benefits of Monasticism
Without gain saying, monasticism offered a lot oindort and solace to

the society they lived. The following could be ciolesed as some of the
good results of monasticism:
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Through ages of war, almost of anarchy, there wengers of peace and
guiet in the monasteries, where many in troubleéorefuge.

The monasteries gave hospitality to travelersstble and the poor.
Both the hotel and the modern hospital grew outhaf hospice or
monastery.

Often the monastery or the convent was a refugepaoigction to the
helpless, especially to women and children.

The early monasteries both in Great Britain andtlea Continent
promoted agriculture by the example of the monkgh@ drainage,
control of watercourses, the building of roads, andtruction in
cultivating the soil.

In the libraries of the monasteries were presemeany of the ancient
works in literature, both classical and Christian.

The monks copied books, wrote lives of distingugsingen, chronicles
of their own time, and histories of the past. Marfithe most precious
religious works, such as the songs of St BernaTde Imitation of
Christ by a Kempis, have been given to the world by tlenasteries.
Without their historical writings, the Middle Agesould be a blank
indeed.

In the education of youth, the monks were the goaeldeachers, almost
the only teachers; nearly all the universities aodools of the Middle
Ages arose in the abbeys and monasteries.

In the diffusion of the gospel the monks were tlaelyemissionaries.
They met the incoming barbarians and converted ttee@hristianity.

Of these St. Augustine (not the great theologiany wame from Rome
to England (597 A.D.) and St. Patrick, who begandiiangelization of
Ireland about 431 A.D. were examples among many aston

missionaries.

3.8 Negative Effects of Monasticism

It was also observed that there were evil resualthé monastic system.
According to Hurlbut, some of these evils were appaeven when the
institution was at its best, but they grew more ifiesh in the later
periods, when monasticism degenerated, lost ity darvor, its lofty
aims, and its strict discipline. Among these ewiége the following:

Monasticism set forth the celibate life as the bighife, which is
unnatural and unscriptural.
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It enforced the monastic life upon untold thousaotithe noblest men
and women of their age. Homes were establishedfamdies reared,
not by the best men and women, but by those ofradeals.

It secluded multitudes not only from family lifeutbalso from social,
civic, and national life. Alike in peace and in wgood men who were
needed in the state, were idle in the monasteries.

The growing wealth of the monasteries led to lacigline, to luxury, to
idleness, to open immortality. Many of the convdrexame sinks of
iniquity.

Originally the monasteries were supported by thbodaof their
occupants; but in the later ages their work alneydirely ceased, and
the monks and nuns were maintained by the revesiug®ir constantly
increasing property, and by contributions extortexim families, rich
and poor.

All real estate owned by the monastic houses wampkfrom taxation.
Thus an increasing and finally insupportable bursaes laid upon
society outside the converts. Their rapacity leth&r extinction.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Monasticism developed as the Christian Church gomh on the

spiritual realm. Christians who wanted to worshipd@n Spirit and in

Truth did not enjoy their fellowship with the inHuof the recent
converts whom they described as ‘babies in faitfhey left their

immediate community and hid themselves in cavesiliderness. They
were able to meditate and gave their lives to Gie abuses that
eventually developed in the monasteries becamengtmarnings to
heaven bound Christians that the only safe grooncmy Christian to
dwell is in the presence of the Almighty Father. ds of the gospel
writers says, "All other ground is sinking sand"

5.0 SUMMARY

Perhaps, you have noted during the course of ytodies the following
points as major parts of monasticism. These are;

The origin and founders of monasteries.

Factors that influenced their establishments

The Benedictines founded by St. Benedict in 529.A.D
The benefits of monasticism includes the following:
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a. The monasteries gave hospitality to traveldrs, sick and the
poor.

b. Monks promoted agriculture and gave instruciiorcultivating
the soil.

C. The monks helped in construction of roads ambbs.

d. Monks became copyists before the invention hed Printing
Press.

e. The monks were principal teachers in the edurcaf the youth.
f. The beginning of nearly all the Universitiesda8chools in the
Middle Ages could be traced to the abbeys and nerias.

g. The monks were the early missionaries.

Some of the evil effects of monasticism were comsd:

a. It enforced the monastic life upon many people.

b. It secluded thousands from civic, national aadial life, because
some of them were idle in the monasteries.

C. The growing wealth of the monasteries led lescidline and to

open immorality.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the factors that influenced the esthbient of
monasteries.

2. Discuss the failures and successes of Mongistici

3. Discuss the life in Monasteries.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

You are now studying the third unit of the seconddoie of your

course. This unit will address how the Roman Chureime to the
prominent position amongst its equals. It will et you to note that
there were about six major cities where Christiatiad had major
impacts on the lives of their citizens. Some ofsthevere Jerusalem,
Antioch, Alexandria Constantinople and Rome. Mdsthese Churches
except Rome were situated in the Eastern part @Rbman Empire
with their Patriarchs in charge. Therefore, we Iskaldy in this unit

how the Church in Rome took the prominent place ragniéss equals.

The following objectives will also help you to umgiand the dynamics
in the growth of the Roman Church.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

. list the reasons why Emperor Constantine relocates
headquarters from Rome to Constantinople

. describe the vacuum of imperial authority at Ronaes viilled by
Church power

. describe how Rome asserted apostolic authoritit$alaim

. describe the effect of social ministry in the grbowff the Roman
Church.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Founding of Constantinople

As you studied earlier in the previous units, Graigty became the
religion of the Emperor and the Church came diyeatider the control
of Emperor Constantine. He was the one who chainedCouncil of
Nicaea in 325 A. D. where issues on Christian dloesr were resolved.
And as long as Emperors made Rome the seat of Hmpire, the
Roman Church was under imperial control. At thabetiin history,
Patriarchs in other major cities were not undercdietrol of the Bishop
of Rome.

However, Constantine decided to look for a new tegpa better city
where the Roman Empire will be well coordinated. $teceeded in
locating one. He selected the Greek city of Byzantisituated at the
meeting of the two continents, Europe and Asia. Weéee told that the
site of the city is so fortified by nature, thatal its history of more than
twenty five centuries it has rarely been taken bgmies while its rival
Rome has been overcome and ravaged many timesmperor moved
his capital to the Eastern part of the Roman Empir830 A. D. and
named his new capital after himself Constantinofilee city of
Constantine”. Interestingly, soon after the Empetacated Rome, the
Bishop of Rome made Rome the head of Christendtingugh, it was
a gradual process.

Hurlbut said that Rome asserted its right to becddygital. The Roman
Church was therefore gaining power and prestigéd, the Bishop of
Rome, now entitled "Papa, father" later modifiedoirPope, was
claiming the throne of authority over the entireri€an world and
recognized as the head of the Europe west of thm#aSea.

3.2 The Organizational Structures of the Roman Chich
Fashioned after Imperial Rule

You will recall that the Roman Empire as an extehdmpire includes
the Northern part of Africa, Palestine, Jewish amatisome parts of
Middle East and nearly all the nations in the madday Europe.
Mostly, an Emperor who sometimes ruled arbitragibwerned that vast
Empire. By lifestyle, Emperors were autocratic amadbsolutely
controlled the affairs of their Empire since theras only one head in
charge of the Roman Empire; the Roman Church adsaddd to make
the Bishop of Rome the head of the Christian Chur¢bu will
remember that there were other cities that longetatve the spiritual
head resided in their domains, as well. Hurlbutdsir®re light in this
issue. He said that between the Patriarchs atalemmsAntioch in Syria,
Alexandria, in Egypt. Constantinople, the new Capdf the Roman
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Empire and Rome, there were frequent contests fecegence and
supremacy. Hurlbut added that the struggle was tea#y narrowed

down to two, before long. The choice was to be mbediveen the
Patriarchs of Constantinople and the Pope of Rdkready, the Pope
had followed organizational structures of the IngdeRome. Since
Rome was the seat of the Imperial authority siryilakithout any

guestion, the Bishop of Rome must be the head oistin Dom. In

addition to that assertion, the Bishop of Rome mas#eof the scriptures
to lay claim on the Superiority of Rome above otbanters. You will

learn this in the next section, which is known & tApostolic

Succession (Hurlbut P. 71).

3.3 The Assertion of Apostolic Sanction

Perhaps, one is safe to state that not all theotyistf the Christian
Church is fully made known to us. Some records arientic to an
extent while some are pseudo in nature. There arg/rlaims although
carefully documented and preserved but lack meiitse you and |
were not around at that time in history. Thosenctaand writings are
subjects of verification or at worse we take thenfdith. One of these
claims was the assertion of the Apostolic Sanction.

Hurlbut said that Rome asserted apostolic authdaityits claims. He
adds that Rome was the only Church, which couldenamits founder
two Apostles, St. Peter and St. Paul. AccordingHurlbut, Rome
claimed that Peter was the first bishop of Romackvis now part of the
tradition. If, accordingly, St. Peter was the fiosthop of Rome, and the
meaning of the Greek word bishop means a rulen 8te Peter might
have ruled with authority over clergyman and thei€h, in general.

The bishop of Rome made use of the following twapseral passages:
Mathew 16:18 and John 21:16&17 "And | tell you, yare Peter, on this
rock | will build my Church" The Bishop of Rome Hebn to this
guotation to prove that the great Apostle was i@ tiusiness before
other centers. Additional text is that of John B&17 where Jesus
Christ appeared to his disciples the third timé&rafesurrection. "Simon
Peter, Simon son of John, do you love me more thase? He said to
him, yes Lord; you know that | love you. Jesus daichim, "feed my
lambs".... "Tend my Sheep".... "Feed my Sheepiias then argued that
if Peter was the first head of the Church, thenshiscessor, the Pope of
Rome must continue his authority (Hurlbut, 71).

Concerning the Petrine theory, Cairns said that589 A. D. the
teaching was generally accepted. Peter had bean decclesiastical
primogeniture” over his fellow apostles, and theogtplic Succession
had passed on his superior position from him tolishops of Rome
(Cairns, 157).
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3.4 Character of Roman Church and Bishop

Another major contributing factor, you should notabout the
consolidation of the Roman Church was the qualifethe Bishops. As
it were, the bishops were square pegs in squarshdhe Bishop of
Rome was well disciplined and talented. They wagaaé to the task
ahead of them. They were determined to succeed taedeby
surmounted all odds militating against their comadlon. Some of
these bishops were Damascus | (366-384), Leo (#40;45regory and
others. Hurlbut support the above views in theotwihg paragraph.

The character of the Roman Church and its earlyd$estrongly
supported these claims. The bishops at Rome wetlgeimain, and in
far greater measure than those in Constantinogieng and wise
forceful men, who made their presence felt throughihne Church.
Much of the old imperial quality, which had madenRothe mistress of
the world, still dwelt in the Roman nature (Hurlput).

3.5 Orthodoxy of the Roman Church

Another point that made the Church of Rome aheadotbers,
particularly, that of Constantinople was that af a@rthodoxy. Perhaps,
you need to be reminded of one of the traits ofrattar of Roman is
conservatism. Rome resisted all sects, unlike @otisiople, Syria and
Greece where speculative thinking were permitted miatter of
doctrines, thus, made way for inroad of heresigeenChurch.

3.6 Practical Christianity of Roman Church

You have studied four major factors that brougkt@hurch at Rome to
the position of leadership. Now you are going talgtthe greatest factor
that aided the Church of Rome to the state of pmenge. The Roman
Church demonstrated beyond reasonable doubt tihregyaard concerned
spirit for the less privileged, downtrodden, poafflicted, orphans and
homeless. Mathew 25 was considered and put intoomsdaily basis, in
the Church of Rome. Jesus Christ gave the followwgrds of
commendation, to a caring Church; “I was hungry god gave me
food, | was thirsty and you gave me water to drinkas a stranger and
you welcomed me. | was naked and you clothed masl sick and you
took care of me, | was in prison and you visited (Matt. 25:35-36).

The Church in Rome lived what they professed. Thmur€h was,
indeed, a sermon of its own without public crusaaied the influx into
the Church became great. The new converts metynalirtheir needs
and they sang the song of the praises of the Rddimmch wherever
they went.
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3.7 The Relocation of the Capital

Maybe at this juncture, you need to refresh youmory of the previous
sections in this unit, particularly section 3.1 wehgou learnt about the
removal of the Roman Empire capital from Rome ta&antinople.

The Emperor was directly the over-lord of the Churcthe new capital.
But at Rome, the situation changed. The Bishoparh®was absolutely
in control of the Church. He was accorded due m@sged honour. He
became the first citizen and enjoyed full suppootf Christian bodies.
And because the capital was moved far away to @otisbple, Europe
then looked to Rome with reverence and a feelinlpydlty toward the

Roman Pontiff replaced that of the Roman Emperor.

Hurlbut said that it was not long when nations aéstérn Europe gave
recognition to the Roman bishop or Pope as thdardgaalthority in the
general Church. Thus, at the Council of Constaptm@f 381 A. D.
under the auspices of the Emperor Theodosus, Raseplaced first in
recognition and Constantinople took the secondtiposi

In his contribution to the primacy of the bishopRdme, Cairns gave
the following insight into the topic. He said that the five great
Patriarchns of the Church in Jerusalem, Antioch, xafalria,

Constantinople, and Rome — only the Patriarch afistantinople and
the bishop of Rome lived in cities of world consence by 590 AD.
According to Cairns, the bishop of Jerusalem lasisfige after the
Jewish rebellion against Rome during the secontucgnHe submitted
that Alexandria and Antioch rapidly declined in ionfance when the
Muslim hordes overran them in the seventh centlilyerefore the
bishops of Rome and of Constantinople were leftthees two most
prominent clerical leaders by 590 AD. Cairns alsted that Emperor
Valentinian Il, in an edict in 445 AD., recogniztite supremacy of the
bishop of Rome in spiritual matters. Thus both &&d ecclesiastical
authorities recognized the claims of the bishopRofe to primacy in
the Church (Cairns, 158).

3.8 The Missionary Efforts

One of the effective weapons used by bishop of Rtmm@opagate and
prove his primacy was the ministry of monks. Missinoy monks were
commissioned to proclaim the gospel throughout maistall the

countries in Europe. According to Cairns, the mowkse loyal to the
bishop of Rome, as they carried out assignmentsngte them with
every seriousness and in complete obedience. lddlsat, even Clovis,
the leaders of the Franks, was loyal supporterth@fauthority of the
bishop of Rome. For instance, Gregory | sent Augasbne of the
monks, to England, and that monk and his succesgme able to bring
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Britain under the sway of Rome. Interestingly, véwar, the missionary
monks went, they insisted that their converts yiallkgiance to the
bishop of Rome. May be one can conclude that tfleeince of the
Roman Catholic Church that is presently much fedtuad the globe,
could be traced to the conscious efforts of monissionary of the early
time.

Without mincing words, you now understand thosediacthat made the
bishop of Rome the head among his equals. In theesent units, you
will study more in detail about the power of the nin Catholic
Church.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Without any controversy, you have discovered fourgelf, how the
Roman Church came to limelight through hard worl aot of charity.
The leaders were men of great intellect who knewatwb do and they
performed. Perhaps you will agree with this popskying, there is no
royal road to success in life and that there aresulostitutes to hard
work, diligence and commitment. Even, as of todag, Roman Church
has one of the best systems of operations.

5.0 SUMMARY

If you have gone through this unit conscientiougtyl should be aware
of the following points:

1. The transfer of the Roman capital to Constantinople

2. The Church at Rome had free hand to operate whig¢ of
Constantinople was under the surveillance of theé&or.

3. The Church in Rome patterned its system of govem@ker the
imperial rule, that is, only one head at a time.

4, The Apostolic Succession was also used to stalifizeRoman
Church.

5. The character of Roman Church and of its bishopyean a
prominent role in her growth.

6. The Church of Rome remained conservative and &dhyggts of

sects to have inroad to the doctrines of the Chweale quashed.

The Roman Church showed practical Christianity.

The absence of the Emperor and his authority paxeedto the

popularity of the Roman Church and became the igadi

authority in the Western Roman Empire.

0~
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Comment on the “Apostolic Succession” theory.
Discuss the factors that led to the supremacyhef Roman
Church.

Al
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This is one of the most important units you willgy to gain insight
into the development and fall of many nations. Mey you need to
remind yourself of the popular saying, that, absolpower corrupt
absolutely. This unit enumerates reasons for tHeofagreat empires,
such as the Roman Empire that survived for mone éhthousand years.

The Roman Empire, which was iron-like in nature améracter that
existed more than a thousand years fell flat beftuse attackers. If
nations will learn good lessons from the past tivdy not be at each
other’s throats. Perhaps, pleasures and easyréfeoals in the hands of
the enemies to prey on one’s life. Therefore yoedn® know that the
difficult thing in life is how to manage prosperitihe history of the fall
of nations, not only of the Roman Empire tends éadl towards
indiscipline and reckless spending and unnecesaaghos.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the time you finish studying this unit, you skebbe able to:

. narrate how the Roman frontiers were left withoutich
protection

. identify the effects of pleasure and luxury amoimg aipper class
Romans

. identify the effects of violence and wanton dediorc in the
Empire

. identify the effects of civil wars on the Empire

. identify the effects of the rapidity of the invaditribes.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Relocation of the Capital City from Rome

One of the reasons, firstly, for you to consides i@ do with the
relocation of the seat of the Empire to Constapi@oConstantine was
not arbitrary in the choice of his new capital citjurlbut said that the
city of Rome was not fortified with natural barseas that of the Greek
city of Byzantium. According to Hurlbut, Constargirfielt insecure by
staying in Rome to administer his great empiretaimses were given
that in the earlier times of the Republic, the atyRome had been more
than once besieged by foreign foes. Also, in isrlhistory, armies from
the provinces had many times enthroned and detremgerors. Thus,
there is the need for a more secured place.

The division of the empire soon followed the builgliof the new
capital. The boundaries were so wide and the daofervasion from
barbarians around was so imminent, that one emmpendd no longer
protect his vast dominions. Diocletian had begue thivision of
authority in 305 A.D. Theodosius completed the s&fi@n. Therefore,
from the time of Theodosius the Roman world wasdeie into Eastern
and Western, separated by the Adriatic Sea. ThéeeEEagEmpire was
known as Greek, the Western as Latin, from the glieg language in
each section. Humanly speaking, Constantine sofayhsecurity and
continuity of the Roman Empire (Hurlbut p.72).

Unfortunately, that division of the empire and tredocation of its
capital to Constantinople did not help the matteather, lives of
millions of the Romans in the West were exposeddamger. The
barbarians saw the events as an inducement far thegs to perfect
their acts of destruction and vandalism. Pleasé¢e nbat the word
barbarians is not used as a derogatory term, ratieeiRoman used the
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word to describe other races and tribes except sbkms, the Jewish
and the Greeks.

It was not long after the relocation of the capdity that the moral and
political decay continued unabated. Hurlbut sags ®ithin twenty five
years after Constantine’s death in 337 A.D., theidd@ on the border of
the Western empire were broken down and hordesadiabians were
every where pouring in upon the helpless provirsasing territory and
establishing independent kingdoms. Therefore, lagck strong
fortification, and adequate protection, was on¢hefreasons for the fall
of the Western Roman Empire (Hurlbut, p.72).

3.2 Romans Riches Coveted

Another point for your consideration is the Romaaffiuent society.

The empire had many rich cities with abundanceldthto the downfall

of the Western Roman Empire. They had large fidldEpf harvest and

possessed almost all the necessity of life. Contathe above scenario
were the poor, warlike uncivilized and wanderintpegs surrounding

them who were in dire need of those possessione&nWiowever, the
opportunity came the barbarians had inroads andded the Western
part of the Empire that was unprotected and occubiese territories.

3.3 Civil Wars also weakened the Empire

May be you should note also that not many natiars survive many
civil wars. The damages are not usually repairalie lost of lives and
many other valuable thing, usually impedes rapid¢dovery and
restoration. And that was the case of the Westemd Empire. It was
said that civil wars were carried out through gatiens by claimants to
the imperial throne. Accordingly, the emperors weoelonger chosen
by the senate, but when one was slain each arraydifferent province
set up its own candidate and the decision was ynebbes but by arms.
It was later reported that in ninety years, eiglegders were hailed as
emperor and claiming the throne. There was no defifine of
succession and that resulted into chaos. Citieg wkmdered, armies
were extravagantly paid and the whole empire wasowarished by the
ambition of men for power. The end result of thospleasant memories
was that garrisons were called away from the beyderd there was no
one to protect. The land was left open and helplegainst the
barbarians (Hurlbut p.74).

3.4 Economic Decay
You may recollect that, for a while, the economytled Roman Empire

was based on slaves. Meaningful living in Rome vi@sed on
Agriculture and its produce. Sadly, slaves wereduse manually
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cultivate and till the land. As long as there weomnquests to make,
Romans felt happy and secured. They were so riclawes that they
engaged slave in other domestic works. Even, duhiegbreakthrough
of the Industrial, Agricultural and technologicavplution, average
Roman farmers felt unconcerned. If you could reédimans were
known for conservatism and reference. The Romahsali change with
time, and their farmers were left behind. Sincedhgas no more influx
of slaves, agricultural activities became dwind]itigus famine took its
toll. In addition to the reduction of slaves, tHagues of the second and
third centuries in Europe sharply reduced the paparis. Those
unfortunate incidents will lead you to the next mioof your study
(Edward Burns, 263).

3.5 Inability of Romans to Fight in Wars

We have previously addressed the wealth of the Eampi this unity.
The Romans hired men for labour and depended mostlthem for
defense and gainful employment. Since they had nmooeey, they
could not fight personally by themselves any marewar fronts. In
those days, armies fought face to face in physmahbats. The
barbarians had upper hands in war arenas, bechagehad trained
themselves in the acts of warfare.

Also, to compound the issues, we were told tha&t,Rbmans had hired
many of the barbarians to man the legions, whaftime often fought
in defense of Rome against their own people. Mbsh® later armies,
their generals, and even many Emperors themselaese drom the

barbarian races. In such arrangement, there cowt be total

commitment to the Roman Empire (Hurlbut, 73).

3.6 The Coming of the Invaders

Perhaps, there are forces beyond human beingsalthays lead to their
displacement from their original habitations. Sooh¢hese forces could
be wars, natural disasters, famine, draught, epc®mtsunami,

earthquake, flood and other calamities. The aboatastrophes

sometimes are beyond the control of ordinary pexsbiowever, in our

age, when a nation is threatened with disasteighbeuring countries

come to their rescue and set her back on her Téet.role of the Red
Cross and other Voluntary agencies could not bgotben in such cases
when the unexpected happens. We were told thatntheement of the

Asiatic tribes into Europe was caused by one of éhiés mentioned

above.
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As a student of Church history, you will recall thlae Lord made man
and placed him in his original habitation and asrbegan to multiply,
they spread all over the globe. Some left theicgdaof birth in search of
better lands and severally changed their locatiBeshaps, that was the
case of a tribe in Central Asia, the Huns, undesirtlking Attila.
Probably, they were afflicted with draught and rezkd more habitable
place for their race. Although, we may not know Wigole truth about
their movement, one thing is certain, at leasty theere not satisfied
with their condition on ground in the land of theiativity. They left
their home and turned to the West, towards EurBeehaps, the Huns
were notable warriors and thereby very ruthless alegdtructive.
Therefore, as they moved towards Western Europg,dhme in contact
with other races, which were less sophisticatech bot warfare and
cultural wise. Therefore, the Huns under AttilaitHeng did not find
much resistance from the original settlers. In ofdethem to save their
lives, they gave way to the Huns and migrated th® Western part.
You will study these tribes in the next section.

3.7 The Invading Tribes: The Visgoths

Now, let us study these tribes or races as thegded Western Europe
in search of greener pastures. As stated earfiey, were chased away
from their original place of settlement. And in erdor them to survive
they migrated into a new land. They met people were already
cultured who have settled in their lands for ceegirSome of the tribes
or races that came to Europe for protection arskarch of better lands
were the Visgoths under the leadership of Alariou¥Yvill recall that at
that point in time, the frontiers of the WesternnkRam Empire were
porous. There were no strong fortifications to gebthe territories from
assaults of the foes. The Visgoths capitalized upenweakness of the
Western Roman Empire, swept over Greece and ltapiured and
spoiled Rome and set up a kingdom in Southern Erétarlbut p.74).

3.8 The Vandals under Genseric

The next set of tribes or races that moved to Einwpre the Vandals
under their leader, Genseric, in 406. The groupcheal across France
to Spain and then into Northern Africa, conquetingse countries. The
Vandals actually vandalized all they saw and méeyTcould be called
destroyers of anything good and progressive.

3.9 The Burgundians, 414 A. D

The third race that invaded the Western Roman Eempias the
Burgundians, in 414. They quickly crossed the Rignd established a
kingdom having Strasburg as its centre. They weteviolent; rather,
they adjusted quickly to their new acquired forsine
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3.10 The Franks 420 A. D

The next tribe to attack the Western Roman Empas flom Germany,
in 420 A.D. The Franks seized all Northern Gauljckhthey named
Francia. The tribe settled well and mixed with dedtlers on ground.
They set up their kingdom and had many able lea@@ars of their kings
was Clovis who became a Christian and many of kple accepted
Christianity. The Franks had the desire that albudth embrace

Christianity. Therefore, throughout the Northernrdpe, they made
Christianity compulsory for everybody and those wih@re not

enthusiastic about the Christian faith were forclulus, the gospel was
made known to many nations in the Northern paBwfpe.

3.11 Saxons and Angles, 440 A. D

The next tribes were the Saxons and Angles fromni2ek and other
parts in the North in 440 AD. As you are aware frdms unit, the
weakness of the Western Roman Empire made the Raéegaons to
desert Britain. There were neither funds to mamtaie hired armies,
nor were the Roman willing to fight to defend thigontier. Therefore,
when the invaders came, it was easy to make insyageheration after
generation.

3.12 The Huns under Attila, 450 A. D

The last tribes you will study among the invadesservthe Huns, under
their merciless King, Attila. Previously, you hameted how that tribe
displaced and subjugated other tribes they mehein wvay from Asia.

After the Huns destroyed their new acquired settletsy they set out
again for new fields. At that time, they came clas¢he frontiers of the
Western Roman Empire. There they saw the prospdemgs before

them and coveted them. Therefore, about 450 A@.,Hhns invaded
Italy and threatened to destroy, along with the Ror&Empire, the new
established small Kingdoms of the Goths, Vandald Banks. Since
Attila could not be persuaded to settle the matisicably, it resulted to
a bloody conflict in 451 A. D., at the battle of &bns. Under the
leadership of Rome, the battle was against the Hamshey suffered a
lot of casualties. Perhaps, one can state thabdtike of Chalons settled
matters of invasions from Asia, at least, for thlextn20 years. The
settlers, who had just formed new small kingdonvettged their own

civilizations and ran their own affairs by themss\(Hurlbut, 75).

3.13 The Fall of Rome in 476 A. D

You have followed the trends of events as they ldefbin the Western
Roman Empire. At least, from your studies of thistlJyou have noted
that the Western Roman Empire had suffered sefiestacks from the
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invaders. They had apportioned the large territomong themselves,
and thereby reduced the one time Great Empire sonall territory.
Even, at that point in time the Emperors who weréhe East, made no
provision for adequate security to protect theonfrers. It was not
difficult for any experienced general to exploietkituation. Therefore,
in 476, the Heruli, one of the small German trihegler their king
Odoacer came to Rome, took possession of it artaietd Augustulus,
the boy emperor. King Odoacer, thereafter, tookitlee"King of Italy".
From that year, 476, the Western Roman Empire dara@ end. It will
interest you to note that from the time when thenftation of Rome was
laid and when it turned to state and finally to empire was fifteen
hundred years (1500years) for everything that haseginning will
surely have an end. The ancient empires have cowheg@ane, but left
lessons behind for younger generations to learrhaps, you should
learn lessons from history so that you may avoidpalssible fall.
(Hurlbut, 75).

4.0 CONCLUSION

From the beginning of this unit, you have noticemlvhthe mighty
kingdom had fallen. It was a gradual decay causgdabgross of
indiscipline. When a nation does not follow the hpatf justice and
fairness, it will soon fall flat as ancient kingdsrdid. There is nothing
morally wrong for an individual or a nation to bledsed with wealth.
The only question one should strife to answer ig libe wealth is
distributed or used for the benefit of masses. Ruwenans felt self-
sufficient until the tide changed for the worse dahd Western part of
the empire was swept away in 476 A.D., although, Elastern empire,
endured until 1453 A. D.

5.0 SUMMARY

Throughout this unit, you have learnt the followjmgint about how:

I the transfer of the seat of the Empire to Camthople from
Rome, in 330 A.D. became an inducement to the foegarly

invasions of the Western Roman Empire.

. the downfall of the Western Roman Empire wassed by many
factors and one of them was lack of patriotic spiri

iii. how luxury and wealth spoilt the Romans i@io extent that they

were not willing to work with their own hands, raththey hired
labour to do most of their national and domestsigasnents.
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V. the Civil Wars caused by successions to thaemal throne, also,
wrecked the Roman Empire.

V. the coming of the barbarians from the inteabAsia in search of
better land and fortune.

Vi. the six major tribes that invaded Roman Empwere the Huns
under their King Attila the Visigoths under the deaship of
Alaric, and the Vandals under Geneseric. Othersewe
Burgundians, the Franks and the Saxons and Angles.

vii. the Battle of Chalons, 451 A.D. which was acibive one in
favour f the Europeans

viii. the Heruli, a small German tribe, under th&ing, Odoacer

conquered the city of Rome in 476 and took the tifi "King of
Italy”. Thus seal the western part of the Roman isnp

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

=

Discuss the invasions of the barbarians.
2. Comment fully on factors that led to the doviindd the Western
Roman Empire.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, you will study two important topictiough, not closely
related. These are the Consolidation of Papal Powad the rise of
Islam. In the Module 2, Unit 3 of your study, ydudied how Bishop of
Rome came into prominent position among his equést also learnt
that the Roman Church cared for the poor, the nemtty the less
privileged. In addition, she had capable leaderso wdiood for
orthodoxy. The Roman Bishop was a tower of strergughing the
sacking of Rome in 410 A.D by Alaric and his Vidgotfollowers. You

will also recall that the Emperor was far away ifs ttapital,

Constantinople when the imperial throne in the Welstinto the hands
of King Odacer, the Heruli and his people, in 47®AThe Bishop of
Rome stood firm in the time of that crisis to sdfe Romans from the
hands of their foes. Therefore, the people of Itayne to look to the
Roman bishop for political as well as spiritualdesship. Leo 1, who
occupied the Episcopal throne in Rome between 4404&1, was the
ablest occupant of that chair unit Gregory | tobkttposition in 590
A.D. Therefore, in this unit, you will study thectars that led to the
Consolidation of Papal powers as presented indlh@xing objectives.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the time you finish studying this unit, you skebbe able to:

. identify the factors that strengthened Papal Powers

. describe the commencement of the declining staghemower
of the papacy

. describe the life of Prophet Muhammad and beginoiriglam.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Progress of the Papal Power: Righteous ling of the
Earlier Bishops of Rome

Perhaps, one of the major causes of the developaofegpapal powers
was rooted in transparency, honesty, ability andadyism of the
bishops of Rome. Most of the early bishops were prighteous, pious
and dedicated.

Perhaps, one is safe to state that the stage wfiyia the papal power
began with the pontificate of Gregory |, who wasigidered to be the
first medieval pope, and came to its height undeg@ry VII, known as
Hildebrand.

3.2 Historical Background of Gregory |

The following is brief background of Gregory | befocataloging his
achievements toward the Consolidation of Papal po@airns said that
Gregory was born in 540 A.D, into one of the oldple, and wealthy
families of Rome, and was given legal education.alée studied Latin
and literature extensively. About 570 A.D, he waadm Prefect of
Rome, a position of importance and honour. Shattgr that, he gave
up the fortune that he had inherited from his fgthed the proceeds of
it were used to build seven monasteries in Itabir@s explained further
that he was made an ambassador as he represemtedrttan bishop at
Constantinople. When, however, Pope Pelagius diettheo plague in
590, Gregory was chosen to replace him. Cairnschtlizt, Gregory |
was one of the noblest of the leaders of the Ro@lamrch. He was a
man of humility who thought of himself as "the samv of the servants
of God". He was a zealous missionary and was ims&nial in winning
the English to Christianity. In addition, he wag@od preacher, with a
real message for the time of crisis in which hedivit was said that his
sermons were practical and stressed humility aety pi
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3.3 The Claims of Gregory |

Perhaps, the above historical background of Gregaltymotivate you
to study his contributions to the Church as follow:

a) He asserted the spiritual supremacy of theopisti Rome.

b) He exercised Episcopal care over the church&Sanl, Spain,
Britain, Africa and Italy.

C) He appointed bishops and sent the palliumsta# of office, to
those whose appointment he had made or ratified.

d) Though, he preferred to be called the serva@am, he will not
allow anyone else to claim the title "Supreme heddthe
Church". The title was reserved for the bishop @i, now
Pope.

e) Gregory made the bishopric of Rome one of thelthiest in the
Church of his day — by excellent work as an adriatsr.

f) Gregory raised troop to protect Rome and fordkd Arian
Lombard king to make peace to win them from Ariamis

0) He also organized the Gregorian chant, whiamecéao have a
more important place in the Roman Catholic Church.

h) He emphasized the prerequisites for the bisbotire virtues a
bishop needs for introspection.

) Gregory laid the ground work of the theologwtttwas held by
the Roman church throughout the Middle Ages untibias
Aquinas formulated his summa.

)] He widely made use of the Canon of the Mass ¢basiders the
Communion as a sacrifice of Christ’'s body and bleadh time it
is performed.

K) He emphasized good works and the invocatiothef Saints in
order to get their aid.

) The Medieval theology bore the Stamp of Gregotiyought.

m)  He systematized doctrine and made the Churghowser in
politics.

Perhaps, one should agree with Cairns, that, theéfpate of Gregory is
indeed a landmark in the transition from ancientntedieval church
history. The next section you will study in thisituwill be the Zenith of
Papal Power.

3.4 The Zenith of Papal Power: The Pontificates oGregory
VIl and Innocent Il

The word Zenith indicates topmost, a peak, uppeellethe highest

point or directly above others. The period whenghpal power was at
its best and highest could be considered as bett@®h and 1305.
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Perhaps, Hildebrand’s career readily divides itgelh two periods. He
was the power behind the papal throne for over tyvgaars before he
became pope in 1073, and from 1073 until his deatll085 he

exercised the powers that he had obtained for dpegpwhile he was a
humble supporter of the papacy. He was able touenite the

formulation of papal policy under five popes beftwe finally became

pope. It will interest you to note the followingaghs of Gregory VII.

1. He put into practice his ideal of a theocratyhich temporal as
well as spiritual power would be exercised by tlope as the
vice-regent of God.

2. He insisted on the abolition of simony and émdorcement of
clerical celibacy as the best way to reform the Romhurch.

3. He claimed that Roman church owed its foundato "God
alone", that its pontiff was "alone to be calledvensal”; and that
he had power over all bishops. The assertion ihen"Dictatus
Papae"

4, He claimed that there had never been errohénBible, there
would never be error in the Roman church and thebr@ing to
the Bible, it would never err.

5. He asserted that countries such as EnglandgatynRussia and
Spain had been put under the control of Peter anslitccessors.

6. In 1075, a Roman synod, under Gregory VII fddbany high
clergyman to receive investiture to a church officem a
layman.

7. He excommunicated Henry IV, the Emperor of Hady Roman
Empire, that was a bold step as any pope had akent

Accordingly, due to seemly civil unrest in his damblenry came for a
release from the Pope at Canossa in 1077. It westisat Gregory did
not attend to Henry until he stood barefooted & show outside the
gates of the palace on three successive days bedoneuld admit him
to his presence. After genuine repentance, Greidrythen release
King Henry IV from his sentence of excommunicatidimus, Gregory
VIl humiliated the greatest ruler in Christendom.

3.5 Papal Supremacy under Innocent Il|

Innocent Il was elected Pope in 1198. He brougbtrmedieval papacy
to the zenith of its power by the following clainasd activities.
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Innocent believed that he was the "vicar of Chrigfith supreme
authority on earth.

He believed that kings and princes derived thetin@uty from Pope and
that he could therefore excommunicate, depose trelay an interdict,
which forbade the clergy to perform any serviceghea church, but the
most essential services of the church, upon the.sta

He believed that God had given the successor @ RBet task of ruling
the whole world, the church as well as the Stake pope stood above
man and below God.

It was also said that Innocent Il asserted thatSkate should be related
to the Church as the moon is to the sun, and gh#teamoon shines by
the reflected light of the sun; the State was tekba the glory of the
papacy and derive its power from the Pope (Capn2l4).

Innocent Il placed France under an interdict thif¢cted everyone in
the nation, closed all churches until Philip subedtto the will of the
Pope. Also, between 1205 and 1213 Innocent wastaldlefeat John of
England in a contest over the election of an Arshbp of the vacant
archbishopric of Canterbury.

3.6 The Decline in Papal Power

As stated earlier, the pontificate of Innocent iarked the peak of
Papal Power in Europe. However, after his deatretivere other popes
after him who could not maintain the legacies. Tguntificate of
Boniface suffers humiliation from the temporal pow€lement V
became Pope after the death of Boniface, and it d@sng his
pontificate that the papal court was transferredAtagnon in 1309.
Therefore, the removal of the papal seat from Rim&309 was the
beginning of the era known as the Babylonian cépgtief the papacy.
Until 1377 the papacy was under the influence effhench monarches
and lost the powers she had in Europe. Cairnsdsthtd, in 1377, the
reigning Pope, Gregory Xl, returned to Rome.

Therefore, from 1378 the Popes have continued dwelht Rome,
making claims as high as ever but unable to enftirem (Hurlbut, 88;
Cairns, 217). From the scene before you, theraeasons for you to
accept the popular axiom that everything that ggesnust come down.
The only kingdom that will last forever is thatddsus Christ. From this
juncture, we shall turn to the rise of Islam, thé&d heirs of the old
Roman Empire, the first and second been those steBaand Western
Empires.
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3.7 The Rise of Islam

The rise of Islam could be traced to Mohammed whs torn in 570 at
Mecca in Arabia. He lost his parents early in ldad was under the care
of his relations. Being an honest man, and a harking young man, he
obtained the favour of a widow whom he served, a&ventually
married.

It was about 610 A. D. when Muhammad felt that heswealled by
Allah to be his messenger. He began with refornteenmidst of people
who loved idol worship. It was also said that tleeple of Mecca had an
idol per day for worship throughout a whole yeaweapt one day that
was free. With that background, the assignment oh&tnmed was an
upstream task.

In 622 A. D. the inhabitants of Mecca rose agaMehammad and his
few converts. He fled to Medina (the flight is knows Hegira) where
he made more converts. In 630 A. D. Mohammad masi&dmeward
journey, and at that time, the people of Mecca pieck him and the
message. Just two years after that, he died irAGB2

According to Earle Cairns, the following are the jonabeliefs of
Muslims:

Belief in one God known was the central theme lafnhs Allah made his
will known through twenty-five prophets, includirgblical characters
such as Abraham, Moses, and Christ, but Mohammedthealatest and
greatest of these prophets.

Islam is fatalistic with its idea of passive subsios to the will of Allah.
The good Muslim prays five times daily, facing Mactie also recites
his creed daily.

Fasting for thirty days (one lunar month) is algpexted of Muslims.
Almsgiving is important as the faithful is expectedgive out at least
1/40 of his income.

The holiest Muslims are those who, at least onaenguheir lifetime
make a pilgrimage to Mecca. (Cairns p. 175)

3.8 Progress of Islam
Perhaps one can state that at the initial stagglah, the progress made
was not through violence. Muhammad relied on man#lences in

preaching his gospel. However, the method chandmxitlg after a
peaceful take off to that of force. His convertcdimae warriors and
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forced people to accept Islam. Hurlbut said tHat, Arab warriors gave
two alternatives of Islam, tribute or death to gveation or tribe who
resisted their arms. Accordingly, Muhammad was seded by a series
of Caliphs who built up a vast Empire by the swdrdlestine and Syria
were conquered and the holy places of Christideityunder the power
of Islam. Their conquest included Egypt, all Northé\frica and the
greater part of Spain. The religion tore away pmogi after province
from Greek Emperors of Constantinople unto its I[fiextinction.
Eastward, the Empire of the Caliphs extended beywserdia into India.
Their capital was at the Bagdad on the Tigris (bl 90).

Today, there are over a billion muslims aroundglubde. The following
are facts about Islam:-

1) Islam is very simple to understand and far tgoesior to
paganism
Islam opposes image worship

2) It rejects saintly meditation and cult of thenga

3) Throughout the Muslim world abstinence from sgadrink is
desired.

4) Literature and science were promoted under tredipls.
Interestingly, the Arabians gave the world the niatsel, 2, 3,
etc.

Without much questions, Islam has contributed imseén to the
modern day society.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Throughout this unit, you have learnt about theitheof Papal power.
The papacy exercised great temporal power betwééd and 1305.
Hildebrand was able to humble the Emperor of thy IRmman Empire.
Also, Innocent Il was powerful enough to forceemdl of rising nation
states to do his will. However, the power of papgoy abated as from
the time of Pope Boniface till the time of the Bhdmyan Captivity in

1309. The papacy was under the influence of thexdfrenonarchies
until 1377 when the seat of Pope was brought bacRdme (Cairns
p.209).

You have also studied the rise and developmenslafm. Tim Dowley
said that at the very time when Gregory the Greas wrning away
from the Eastern Mediterranean and seeking to dxpapal influence
throughout the West, there began in Arabia theerané a remarkable
religious leader, Muhammad of Mecca. His teachihgd an almost
immediate impact. The movement of Islam was bona, spread with
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dramatic speed outside Arabia after the propheé&atid under the
caliphs, literally ‘successors’.

Tim Dowley added that, the major factor that ledthe rapid growth
was the extraordinary religious enthusiasm generate Muhammad
and his immediate converts, the ‘Companions’. Withicentury of the
prophet’s death, Islam had reached the Atlanticr@ddco) and the River
Indus (Pakistan).

Without mincing words, the rise of Islam directipfluenced the
political and economic development of the two haleé Christendom.
Therefore, Islam became medieval Christianity’saggst opponent (Tim
Dowley, 234). You have also studied about the doutions of the
Arabs to the world of Science and literature. Consatly, Islam
impacted the development of the modern society.

5.0 SUMMARY

Throughout the pages of this unit, you have studiedvarious ways
and also a stage of the consolidations of PapaleppwSome of the
following points are considered as part of the gbating factors:

1. The ability, dynamism and capability of bishapfkome.

2. The Church was highly orthodox. The Church ofrfe was very
conservative in nature.

3. The Church had respect for oral traditionshef €hurch Fathers.

4. The bishops of Rome were greatly involved iaritly works.

5. The bishops of Rome devoted their time to palitaffairs when
the seat of the Empire was removed from Rome.

6. The bishop of Rome, severally, through diployn@gscued Rome
from ruin, and the attacks of the enemies.

7. During the Pontificate of Gregory VII the folMng
achievements were made
(a) The Clergy Reform was instituted
(b) The church was set free from the control of Skette
(c) The Church was made supreme above the State

8. During the Pontificates of Gregory VII and lweot Il the
following documents were used extensively for thasolidation
of Papal authority.

(@) Forged donation of Constantine. That was takencof the bishop
of Rome, that the first Christian Emperor Constanthad given
to bishop of Rome, Sylvester | (314-335 A.D) Supeesmthority
over all European provinces of the Empire and aiawéd the
bishop of Rome as ruler even above the emperors.
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(b)

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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The second document was False Decretals ajrksiplublished in
850A.D. said that the document professed to bésides given
out by early bishops of Rome, from the apostles rdeard,
setting forth the highest claims, such as the aisadupremacy
of the Pope of Rome over the universal church;ink®lability
of the clergy of every rank from any accountabitibythe State;
to the extent that no secular court could judgematters
pertaining to the church.

Innocent Ill successfully humiliated king Jobh England by
excommunicating him in 1208. He also compelledlitentious
Philip Augustus, King of France to receive backite, whom
he had divorced.

Probably, the decline in Papal Power startéd the Pontificate
of Boniface VII who was humbled by Edward | of Ezggdl.

The period from 1305 to 1377 is known as thebyBonish
Captivity, when the French King compelled the Pegssdt to be
transferred from Rome to Avignon in France

The rise and spread of Islam, with MuhammadhasProphet
whom Allah used to propagate the religion.

Islam has simple beliefs with only five mapaliars of the faith.
Islamic religion began its propagation throyggrsuasion and
was supported with free will donations. Later, thmode of
conversion changed to force and violence.

Islam has dominated many countries of the dviaday.

The contributions of the Arabs to the advarex@nof science and
literature could not be over emphasized.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss the Pontificates of Gregory | and Inmbd¢k.
Discuss the rise and spread of Islam.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
The Holy Empire

This is the first unit of module three of your sfud&o far, you have
been able to trace the origin of the Church and dbeelopments
through the centuries. The claims of the bishopRahe as the head of
the Christian Church worldwide were also notedhi@ previous lesson.
Earlier, it was also discussed that, the old Rorraperial Empire
succeeded by three heirs, these were: the EarlyieMald Western
World, with Rome as the seat of the governmth&;Byzantine Empire
with Constantinople as the headquarters and Islamartd as third heir.
You will recall that King Odoacer who took the ¢itKing of Italy
sacked the Western Roman Empire in 476 A.D. Siheg year, the
territories in the Western Roman Empire had beeactdy under the
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supervision and protection of the Bishop of Roméashead. However,
those claims and assertions of papacy were seyaradlllenged after
590 A.D.

For instance, the emperors in Constantinople, walkewed that the
Church should be subordinated to the ruler of ttedeS were steadily
encroaching on what the bishop of Rome thought wesgrerogatives
and possessions.

In addition, the Lombards of Arian theology madeeipts to invade
Rome, and possess it. Cairns said that, theseudtfés forced the Pope
to look around for a powerful ally who would suppbiis claims to
spiritual power and to temporary possessions ity.ltAhe Frankish
rulers seemed to be the most promising allies,véttd them the Popes
made an alliance that was to influence both eadésal and political
affairs during the Middle Ages. The new politicahgre in the West, to
which the Pope gave his assent in 800, revivedntiperial idea of the
Roman Empire; but the rulers of this new empireeme be Teutons
rather than Romans. Therefore, the glory of reguime Roman Empire
went to the Carolingian rulers (Burns, 1986: 18Wjith this brief
introduction, you should be in top gear by nowstody the following
objectives in this Unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

. identify the founders of the Carolingian Empire

. describe the background of Charlemagne

. enumerate the achievements of Charlemagne

. identify the Carolingian great leaders

. identify the Emperors and Popes of the Era

. discuss the decline and fall of the Holy Roman Empi

. list the reasons for the separation of Latin anee®rChurches

. in 1054 A.D

. discuss the decline and fall of the Eastern Romapiie in
1453 A.D.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Founders of the Carolingian Empire

As stated earlier, the Holy Roman Empire was onthefthree heirs of
the Imperial Roman Empire, once headed by Consiarttie Great.
When Constantinople replaced Rome as the new Capigafrontiers of
the Roman Empire in the West became porous andothedd way for
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foes, which brought the Western Roman Empire t@reh in 476A.D.

After the fall, the bishops of Rome fairly managibe affairs of the
realm till the 10th Century. However, Hurlbut sdicht from the tenth
century until the nineteenth there existed in Earappeculiar political
organism, showing different phases during differgenerations, of
which the official name was the Holy Roman Emptemmonly but

inaccurately called the German Empire. He said thatl the Holy

Empire appeared, Europe west of the Adriatic Semiwalisorder, ruled
by warring tribes rather than by states. He added, through all the
confusion, the old Roman conception of unity andeorremained; an
aspiration after one empire to take the place aff which, though fallen,
was still held in traditional veneration (Hurlba©81: 94).

Cairns said that the confusion referred to andaitendant difficulties
forced Pope to look around for a powerful ally whiould support his
claims to spiritual power and to temporal possession Italy.
Accordingly, the Frankish rulers seemed to be thstrpromising allies,
and the Pope made an alliance with them in 800ARerefore, the
glory of reviving the Roman Empire went to the Cagian rulers.
Clovis was the first leader.

According to Cairns, Clovis’ sons did not have #@tdity of their father;
and control of the affairs of state passed intohheds of an official,
known as the mayor of the palace, who held thesreingovernment,
while the weak successors of Clovis enjoyed lifaha palace. These
mayors of the palace made up what is known as #neli@gian dynasty,
which was to reach the zenith of its power undeairi@magne.

(1) Interestingly, Pepin of Heristal was the fiodtthese mayors of
the palace to unite the divided possessions of i§l@and from
687 to 714 he controlled the Franks for the palaaéhereditary
position to be filled by his descendants.

(2)  The next ruler was Charles Martel (689-741pwlas also called
the Hammerer. According to Cairns, Charles Martelswan
illegitimate son of Pepin, who took over the dutesmayor of
the palace after 714 A. D. His abilities as a vearnvere
indispensable, rather, badly needed because thdinhdusvho
had overrun Spain, were now threatening to taker @le of
Western Europe. Cairns said that Charles foughitrend
defeated them at the battle of Tours near Poitner82 A. D. and
obligated the Roman Church to him because he hpdraptly
saved Western Europe for orthodox Christianitywilt interest
you to note that Martel supported the work of Baod in
evangelizing the tribes beyond the Rhine, knowingt if they
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were won to Christianity, he would not have diffiguwith them
on the Western bank of the Rhine.

(3) Cairns added that Charles successors as rohybe palace was
his son Pepin (ca. 714-68) known as Pepin the Sindeepin the
Great, who ruled jointly with his brother from 7447 A. D.
when the brother withdrew to a monastery (Cairré31] 183-
184).

(4)  The next ruler over the Franks was Charlemagor of Pepin
the Short.

3.2 Biographical Sketch of Charlemagne

Much information about Charlemagne is derived frdénhard,
sometimes incorrectly known as Eginhard, writer tioé¢ biographic
sketch of Charlemagne. Charlemagne was about deeémall and had
a proportionately large body. His bright face amhg white hair,
coupled with such height, gave him an air of dignkle delighted in
hunting, riding, and swimming but also had a ra#riest in culture; and
this interest led him to combine the pleasure eftéble with listening to
music or having someone read to him. He was alsotdd to religion.
However, his religion did not carry over into hisndestic life because
he kept concubines as well as his legal spousks ipahace.

Charlemagne (742-814 A. D.) came to the throne68& A. D. and in
800 A. D. he became emperor in the West when tipe lBoowned him
Imperator Romanorum (Emperor of the Roman). His influence was felt
in every area of human endeavor in Western Europe.

3.3 The Achievements of Charlemagne

Concerning his views of the achievements and gesatnof
Charlemagne, Edward Burns said that he ranks hiomasof the most
important rulers of the whole medieval period. Acling to Burns,
most of his campaigns were very successful, theliabseasing the
Frankish realm. Earle Cairns also supported tras/with the following
evidences and proofs. He said that:

1) Charlemagne was also a man of war. He engagedvar fifty
campaigns during the course of his reign in anngiteto end
anarchy within his kingdom and to expand its basdato Italy,
where he completed the defeat of the Lombards, iana
Germany, where he conquered the Saxons.
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2) He spread Christianity among the Saxons byefofarms.

3) He was able to double his father’'s possessiotishe held all of
Italy as far south as Rome, most of the area ofamo&Germany,
and all of the area of modern France. So much landestern
Europe had not been under one jurisdiction sineetithe of the
Empire.

4) Charlemagne developed an able bureaucracy guba system
of imperial government to administer his large ampiThe
empire was divided into different areas, each ofctvicomprised
several countries, under a duke. The emperor sentkmown as
missidominici to the courts of these dukes at uretgd times to
inspect their accounts, to announce new capitdandaws, and
to check on how well they were keeping order.

5) He was also friendly to the Church. He thoutiat the Church
might be compared to the soul and the State tddag of man.
Church and State had their respective spherespbdnsibility.

6) While on a visit to Rome to finish the work défeating the
Lombards in 774 A. D., he reconfirmed the donabbiands that
Pepin had made to the Pope in 756.

7) He believed, however, that the ruler of therchushould not
dispute the decision of the ruler of the State #rat bishops
should also be subordinated to the head of the.stat

8) When Pope Leo Ill was set up by a faction immMeoand was
nearly killed, he left Rome for the court of Chankgne.
Charlemagne went back to Rome with him, and at @an€ibthe
Pope was cleared of the charges against him. Atharhass in
the Cathedral on Christmas Day in 800 A. D., wRilearlemagne
knelt before the altar, the Pope put the crown barfé@magne’s
head and declared that he was the emperor of theaRa Thus
was the Roman Empire revived in the West; and aReme, led
by a Teuton, took the place of the old Roman Empke
universal empire existed beside a universal churbke. classical
and Christian heritages were not linked in a Ciamstempire
(Cairns, 1981: 185).

3.4 The Efficient Emperors
Perhaps, it is a part of life, that whatever haseginning will surely

have an end. The good day of Charlemagne did sotidag. Hurlbut
said that after the degenerate descendants of ébmaghe lost the
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throne, it became elective, the emperor being ahbseseven princes;
entitled electors. Among the fifty-four emperorse wan merely name a
few of the greatest after the time of Charlemagne.

The first name Hurlbut considered was Henry | chltbe Fowler
(919-936 A. D.), who began the restoration of thepiee, which had
fallen into decay. His son Otto | (the Great), thlounot crowned as
emperor until 951 A. D., and who reigned until 9¥3D., is regarded as
the real founder of the Holy Roman Empire as distirom the Roman
Empire.

According to Hurlburt, Frederick Barbarossa (Re@t¢ was one of the
most powerful in the line of emperors. Hurlbut s#ict, Barbarossa
went on the Third Crusade, but was drowned in Agiaor, and his
death led to the failure of the expedition.

Frederick Il, grandson of Barbarossa, has beerddhe marvel and
enigma of history, enlightened and progressive,litheral man of his
age, in his views of government and religion;, wawice
excommunicated by the Pope, but in the Fifth Crasadde himself
king of Jerusalem.

Rudolph of Hapsburgh, founder of the house of Aastreceived the
imperial crown in 1273 A. D. when it brought not chumore than an
empty title; but he compelled princes and baronsswbmit to his
authority. From his time Austria was the most pdulestate in the
German confederation, and nearly all the emperorsrewhis
descendants, the archdukes of that country.

Charles V, emperor at the opening of the Reformafiib19 1556 A.
D.) was also hereditary ruler of Austria, Spaind #me Netherlands. He
did his best, but unable to hold all the lands wnigien to the old
religion. In 1556 A. D. he voluntarily abdicatedidaspent the last two
years of his life in retirement (Hurlbut, 1981, 96}.

3.6  The Emperors and the Popes

Perhaps, you love to go on memory lanes concertigg powers,
authority and influence of Popes in the Dark Agktny of them
abused their powers, by excommunicating memberghlygical torture
and through inquisition. The Emperors on their guarnt insisted that
they were above clergymen and women.

For many centuries during the earlier history o #mpire, there was

strong rivalry, and sometimes open war betweenethperors and the
popes; emperors striving to rule the empire. Fetance, Pope Gregory
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VIl (Hildebrand) for a time compelled the submigsiof an emperor,
and Innocent Ill set up and put down emperors angsk Happily, the
strife grew less vigorous and ceased after the rReftion, when the
boundary lines between the Church and the Stategretially become
fixed (Hurlbut, 1981, 96).

3.7 The Decline and Fall of the Holy Roman Empire

Perhaps, historians are at the vantage positi@ndw causes, factors or
events that led to the downfall of many nationagkioms and Empires.
For instance, the Ancient Egyptian Civilization @arto a low ebb

because of endless wars of succession; mismanagefrtée resources,
internal wrangling and external forces. Sadly, Emevils could be

traced to the downfall of many nations; includirge tHoly Roman

Empire.

Hurlbut said that, as the realm of Austria grew enanportant, the
emperors were increasingly occupied in their héaegidominions. The
many states of the empire became practically incdpat, until the
emperorship was little more than a meaningless had#® added that, in
the eighteenth century, the cynical Voltaire saite Holy Roman
empire was neither holy, nor Roman, nor an emfihe succession of
emperors ended in 1806, when Napoleon was at thanguof his

power. In that year Francis Il was compelled toorerce the title
Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, and assumed dah&mperor of

Austria (Hurlbut, 1981, 96).

3.8 Fall of Constantinople in 1453

The fall of Constantinople in 1453 A. D. did notnoe by surprise.
Severally, the Islamic jihads were targeted againdthe wealth of the
Empire was covered by foes around it. In addititim religious

speculations and controversies, probably, kepirthabitants busy, and
they were not thoroughly prepared for the finabads In his own view,

about the fall of Constantinople, Hurlbut said thiie Greek Empire
never recovered from the conquest of Constantinbpléhe Crusaders
in 1204, but the strong defenses, natural andaatiflong protected the
city against the Turks, who succeeded the Arabassthe leading
Islamic power. Hurlbut explains further that, prose after province of
the great empire was shorn away, until only thg oft Constantinople
was left, and, in 1453, the Turks under Mohammed3kcond, finally
took it. He further expressed that, in one day@meirch of St. Sophia
was transformed into a mosque, and Constantinoplearbe, as it
remained until 1920, the city of the Sultans and tapital of the

Turkish Empire. Angora (Ankara) became the Turkedpital after

World War I. The Greek Church continues with itdrigach, shorn of
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all but ecclesiastical authority, residing in Camtinople (Istanbul). The
fall of Constantinople in 1453 A. D. ends the pdriaf the Medieval
Church (Hurlbut, 1981, 112).

3.9 Causes of the Separation of the Latin and Greek
Churches

Perhaps, you will be amazed to discover that Gansttenominations
are multiplying on daily basis. The parting linese anot always
significant. Interestingly, they quote from the Bilio support their
existence and teachings. As stated earlier, thetres unabated. The
separation of the Latin and Greek Churches wagigaily motivated.
The craving for power, popularity and recogniticas lalways the banes
of any institution in our society. Hurlbut said thaalthough the
separation of the Latin and Greek churches was dlbynmade in the
eleventh century, it was practically accomplishemgl before. He
explains that between popes and patriarchs statk been the normal
relation for hundreds of years, until finally, if©34 A.D., the Pope’s
messenger laid upon the altar of St. Sophia in @otisople, the decree
of excommunication; whereupon the patriarch in tiggued his decree
excommunicating Rome and the churches submittirthedope. Since
that time the Latin and Greek churches have stquadtaneither one
recognizing the churchly existence of the otherlibut further contends
that, most of the questions at issue, forming causading to the
separation, seem in our day almost trivial, yetdenturies these were
subjects of violent controversy, and at times tiebipersecutions.

Hurlbut present the following as causes of the 1sjmn:

a) Doctrinally, the principal difference lay inetldoctrine known as
the procession of the Holy Ghost. The Latin Chureld that the
Holy Ghost proceeds from the Fathand the Son in Latin
filiogue. The Greek Church said the Holy Spirit proceedsnfr
the Father leaving out the wofdiogue. Over that one word
mighty debates were held, books in untold numbenewritten,
and even blood was shed in bitter strife.

b) In the ceremonies of the church, different esapecame the
custom in the East and the West, and these custuwens
formulated into laws. The marriage of priests wabidlden in
the Western Church, but sanctioned in the EastenardD.
Throughout the Greek Church at the present timeryevillage
priest (who bears the title of pope, equivalenfatber among the
Roman Catholics) must be a married man.
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C) In the Western Church the adoration of imagesleen practiced
for a thousand years, while in the Greek Church sees not
statues but only pictures. Yet the pictures areoid relief, as bas
relief images, and they are held in the most pnoforeverence.

d) In the service or the mass the Roman Churcked unleavened
bread (the wafer) while common bread is distributethe Greek
communion.

e) As a protest against observance of the sewayththe practice of
fasting on Saturday arose in the West but nevérarEast. Later,
the Roman Catholic fast day was changed to Fritteey,day of
our Lord’s crucifixion.

f) But deeper than these differences of ceremoniringing about
the separation of the Latin and Greek churches,thapolitical
cause in the independence of Europe from the throhe
Constantinople, in the establishment of the Romampike (800
A.D.). Even after the fall of the old Empire of Renm 476 A.D.
the imperial idea still held power; and the new baaian
kingdoms of the Goths, Franks and other races, lmose way
regarded themselves as theoretically under the mmpat
Constantinople. But when Charlemagne establishedthpire, it
took the place of the ancient empire, separate frana
independent of the emperors of Constantinople. dependent
state necessitated an independent church.

0) But the most powerful force leading to the sapan was the
persistent claim of Rome to be the ruling churct ahits Pope
to be the Universal Bishop. At Rome the church gesdlually
dominating the state; at Constantinople the chunehs
obsequious to the state. Hence a schism betwedwthgections
with such opposite conceptions was inevitable; #me final
rending apart of the two great divisions of therchucame, as we
have seen, in 1054 A.D. (Hurlbut, 1981, 97).

4.0 CONCLUSION

Perhaps, the revival of the imperial power in thestWwas brought
about as a result of the papacy searching for ggand stability. The
Bishop of Rome needed strong and formidable altesward off

enemies that constantly threatened and intimidaibed peace of his
territories. Therefore, the Frankish rulers paveayvior the desired
Empire the papacy was searching for. The bishoRarhe intended to
use the temporal authority as a tool in his hanpeigpetuate his claims
as the Vicar of God on Earth. You will recollecathrsometimes the
papacy achieved that lofty aims, as Emperors and¥were humiliated
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and brought down on their kneels, pleaded for mamy forgiveness.
This was also the period when the first great schis the church
occurred. The Western and Eastern sections of ihecls separated to
go their respective ways as the Roman Catholic €hur the West, and
the Greek Orthodox Church in the East. Howevergthem of the Dark
Ages was being slowly dispelled by a revival ofrieag that began
under Charlemagne.

5.0 SUMMARY

Throughout this unit, you have learnt the followjpgnts:
Frankish Emperors aided the papacy and supporteddims, whereas,
the Germans and French Rulers fought.

The ideal of a revived Roman Empire was never giverafter the fall
of Charlemagne’s empire.

The German emperors of the tenth century took drnen the west
Frankish state the tradition of empire, and theiesmjpunded by Otto |
was known as the Holy Roman Empire.

The Carolingian Empire also created the problemloéther the Church
or the State was the representative of Deity othear

The issue of whether God had delegated sovereigntige Pope or to
the Emperor so that one derived his authority frii@ other was a
heritage of Charlemagne’s empire. This issue egmeidt relationships
between the Church and the State for some centduiksg the Middle
Ages.

The beginning of the Pope’s claim to be a tempnrgr dated from the
grant of lands in Italy to the Pope by Pepin, thecestor of
Charlemagne, in 756 A. D.

The Pope as a temporal as well as a spiritual migde claims they
would not admit were justified on national rulersridg the Middle
Ages.

The impetus given to culture by Charlemagne musidamted as one of
the great marks of his empire.

His reign was a bright light illuminating by corgtathe cultural
darkness of the Dark Ages elsewhere in Westerngeuro

The decline and fall of the Holy Roman Empire artthtt of
Constantinople
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the rise and fall of the Holy Roman Empi
2. Discuss the trends that led to the great Scbisb®54.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Another great movement in the Middle Ages, underitispiration and
at the command of the Church, was the crusades)rbeg at the end of
the eleventh century and continuing for nearly ¢hteuindred years.
From the fourth century onward even unto the presere pilgrimages
have been made by multitudes every year to the Hahgd. The number
of pilgrims vastly increased about the year 100D.Avhen the end of
the world and the coming of Christ were almost arsally expected;
and even after those events failed to take plakbe, gilgrimages
continued. At first, they were favored by the Masliulers of Palestine,
but, later, the pilgrims suffered oppression, rolgbe@nd sometimes
death. At the same time the weakening eastern ema@s menaced by
the Muslims, and the Emperor Alexis besought Pogdeab Il to bring
the warriors of Europe to its relief. The spiriose throughout Europe to
free the Holy Land from Muslims control, and outtbis impulse came
the crusades.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

. enumerate the factors that gave rise to crusades

. identify the sponsors of the crusades and theilsgoa

. identify the stages of the crusades and their effec

. Christendom

. describe the folly of bigotry and fanaticism asatetl to
children’s crusade

. list the benefits of crusades to the Europeandfamdrabs

. analyze the failures of the expeditions

. describe the effects of the crusades on Papal power

. identify the factors leading to Christian Reforroati of the

sixteenth century.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Origin of the Crusades

Perhaps, it should not be far-fetched for one taeustand and
appreciate the importance and significance that iGbsstians attached
to the holy land, in an age when Christians depemhethe merits of the
saints and the sales of indulgences rather thavatsad by grace.
Average Christians believed that by visiting thdyhland (Palestine)
where the Lord Jesus Christ lived, they would loset to God, and God
will grant that any requests made in the holy land.

Interestingly, as early as the fourth century thethrar of Constantine,
the first Christian Emperor, made a trip to theyhl@ind. Therefore, it

became a general practice to atone for ones sitizeimoly land. Also

economically, in the early stage of pilgrimage ®&ld3tine it was very
lucrative in nature. The Arabs merchants were bksgth the proceeds
from the pilgrimage. The tourists went with enougdgsh and as they
returned to Europe they purchased many goods far ttome ward

journey. That situation did not last long, rathéere came a period of
hostility intimidation and suspicion. The Arabs dped their empire
and thereby made the Christian pilgrimage burdeesdiney would not

accept anybody to intrude on their privacy; themefahey stopped
Christians mainly from Europe to Palestine. Thamfavhen Jerusalem
was conquered, Christians from Europe felt comgete regain the

Holy City where prayers could be made and the piesef God could

be felt.

Therefore, the birth, growth and conquest of Istgawe rise to Christian
crusades from 1095-1291 A. D. Tim Dowley said titatvas Pope
Urban Il who made passionate appeals at Clermaorgifoto the Eastern
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Christians against the Turks. The call was a genoime because Tim
Dowley stated that the Turks had already captuegdsdlem and were
making frantic efforts to invade Constantinopleefidfore, Pope Urban
II's appeal was well received throughout Europe #ml first crusade
was out overland via Constantinople and regainagsd&em in 1099
A.D.

3.2 The First Crusade

The principal crusades were seven in number, besidany other
expeditions of lesser importance to which the namas given. Pope
Urban Il proclaimed the First Crusade in 1095 A. &.the Council of
Clermont, where a multitude of knights assumeddiuss as a badge,
and enlisted for the war against the Saracensbdustated that before
the regular expedition was fully organized, a maatled Peter the
Hermit called together an undisciplined multitudsgid to number
40,000, and led them toward the East, expectingauious aid. His
unorganized, unprovoked mob went to failure, mahijtsomembers to
slavery and death. But the first real crusade wakertiaken by the best
warriors from every land of Europe, led by GodfiayBouillon and
other chiefs. After many reverses, chiefly from kbek of discipline and
dissensions among the leaders, they finally suezbedtaking the city
of Jerusalem and nearly all Palestine, in 1099.yTastablished a
kingdom on feudal principles, and as Godfrey redube name of king,
he was made Baron and Defender of the Holy Sepailchr

After Godfrey’'s death, his brother Baldwin took ttie of king. The
kingdom of Jerusalem lasted until 1187, though tonil in a
precarious condition, because it was surroundeth&yGaracen Empire
on all sides except the sea, and was far distant fts natural allies in
Europe.

3.3 The Second Crusade

The Second Crusade was called forth by the newshbg&aracens were
conquering the out laying provinces of the kingdofmJerusalem and
menacing the city itself. Under the preaching @& #aintly Bernard of
Clairvaux, Louis VII of France and Conrad Il of ®any led a great
army to succor the holy places. They met with mdefeats, but finally
reached the city. They could not regain the lostittey, but did
postpone for a generation the final fall of thegdom.

In 1187, Jerusalem was retaken by the Saracens Gadledin, and the
kingdom of Jerusalem came to an end, although i@ etitle King of
Jerusalem was continued long afterward.
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3.4 The Third Crusade

The fall of the city aroused Europe to the Thirdi€ade (1188-1192 A.
D.) which was led by three prominent sovereigngdErick Barbarossa
of Germany, Philip Augustus of France, and RicHatfte Lion hearted
of England. But Frederick, the best general an@staan, was drowned,
and the two remaining kings quarreled, Philip Augssvent home, and
all the courage of Richard did not avail to bring &army to Jerusalem.
But he obtained a treaty with Saladin, by which @teistian pilgrims
gained the right to visit the Holy Sepulchre unnside.

3.5 The Fourth Crusade

The Fourth Crusade (1201-1204 A. D.) was worse théailure, for it
wrought in the end great harm to the Christian ChuiThe Crusaders
were turned aside from their aim of winning the Hband, made war
on Constantinople, captured and plundered it, @dig their own rule
over the Greek Empire, which lasted fifty yearsd deft that empire
helpless as a bulwark against the growing powethefSeljuk Turks.
They were a warlike, uncivilized race, who succeetlee Saracens as
the dominant Mohammedan power soon after the @bsige crusading
period (Hurlbut, 1981, 101).

3.6 The Fifth Crusade

In the Fifth Crusade (1228 A. D.) the Emperor Fradtell, although
excommunicated by the Pope, led an army to Paéestimd obtained a
treaty whereby Jerusalem, Jaffa, Bethlehem andristwavere ceded to
the Christians; and (as no Roman ecclesiastic worddn him, being
under the Pope’s ban), Frederick crowned himsetigkef Jerusalem.
From that fact the title King of Jerusalem was heydall the German
emperors of Austria until 1835 A. D. But througle thuarrel between
the pope and emperor the results of the crusade lost; Jerusalem was
retaken by the Mohammedans in 1244 A. D. and w8d7 A. D.
remained under their control.

3.7 The Sixth Crusade

The Sixth Crusade (1248-1254 A. D.) was undertakerh.ouis IX of
France, known as St. Louis. He made his invasiowdy of Egypt, and
though at first successful, was defeated and tgkeésoner by the
Mohammedans. At an immense price he was ransomedyant on to
Palestine, remaining there until 1252 A. D. whee theath of his
mother, whom he had left as regent, compelled bireturn to France.
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3.8 The Seventh Crusade

The Seventh Crusade (1270 -1272 A. D.) was alseted leadership
of St. Louis, jointly with Prince Edward Plantagenaf England,
afterward King Edward I. The route chosen was abgiway of Africa;
but Louis died at Tunis, his son made peace, andlaEtlreturned to
England to become king. So this, generally regam@edhe last of the
crusades, came to naught.

3.9 Children’s Crusade

Children's Crusade was a popular and emotional mewein 1212 A.
D., growing out of crusading fervour, but not inyaproper sense a
crusade. It lacked any official sanction or apptpviadeed, all
responsible authorities, both clerical and lay,|olesal it.

Though the movement began in June 1212, when agystepherd
named Stephen, from Cloyes, France, had a visiowhith Jesus
commanded him to raise an army to aid in the recapof the Holy
Land (or Palestine) from the Muslim Saracens. Staplecruited a band
of followers that included about 50,000 childrerd ggoor adults. The
group marched to Paris to persuade the French Rimgjp Il, to take up
the Crusade. The king apparently convinced themmetarn to their
homes.

However in the spring of 1212 A. D. a boy from Qpie named
Nicholas raised a larger followership principalty the Rhineland and
Lower Lorraine. He assured his recruits that Godlaidnelp them take
Jerusalem back from the Muslims. When they readlathz, some
children in the group were persuaded to return hohie remainder
marched through Marbach, near Colmar, and thermsadte Alps into
Italy, where they separated into smaller groupsn&deaded towards
Venice, while the main group proceeded throughd?tiaa and arrived at
Genoa on August 25. A few may actually have sucegdad finding
passage on ships bound from Pisa to the Holy Lakadhandful
apparently reached Rome, and another small groupeduup at
Marseille, France. Some eventually returned torthemes, but the
great majority simply disappeared without trace.

Although the expedition known as the Children'ssade testifies to the
continuing appeal of the Crusading ideal in thdyeaBth century, the
episode contributed nothing to the achievemenhef@rusades' goals.
Instead, it is a pathetic tribute to the grip ttiet Holy Land held on the
imagination of Europeans and to the fervour that @musades excited
among all classes of the population.

121



CTH 141 MODULE 1

3.10 Causes of Failure of the Crusaders

There were minor crusades, so called, but nonerdege special
mention. In fact, from 1270 onward any war undegtakven nominally
in behalf of the church was called a crusade, suaen against heretics
in Christian countries.

a)

b)

The crusaders failed to free the Holy Land fitie dominion of
the Muslims because the kings and princes who legl t
movement were perpetually quarreling, each chieftaaring
more for his own interests than for the common eaal jealous
of one another, and fearful of a success which tjpgbmote the
influence or fame of a rival. Against their dividesluspicious,
half-hearted effort was arrayed a fearless, unitedple, a race
always bold in war, and under the absolute rule ook
commander, whether caliph or sultan.

The leadership also possessed no large, fhtesigvision.
Immediate results were all that they looked foreyhdid not
realize that to found and maintain a kingdom ineBfhe, a
thousand kilometers from their own lands, requihstant
communication with Western Europe, a strong bassupbly,
continual reinforcement.

The conquest of the land was an intrusion, lin@ration. The
people of Palestine were practically enslaved kyGlusaders; as
slaves were compelled to build castles, fortresmed, palaces for
their hated masters. They welcomed the return eir tftormer
Muslim rulers, for heavy as their yoke had beenyais lighter
than that of the Christian kings of Jerusalem.

3.11 Benefits of Crusades

Yet, despite the failure to maintain a Christiangdom in Palestine,
certain good results came to Europe from the cesad

1)

2)
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After the crusades the pilgrims were protedvgdthe Turkish
government and persecution ceased. In fact, thé etame
more prosperous, and the cities of Bethlehem, N#zarand
Jerusalem increased in population and in wealtoutfh the tide
of pilgrims sweeping over Palestine, under guaesta safety
from the Turkish rulers.

After the crusades, Moslem aggressions on Euvwmye checked.
The experience of those centuries awakened Euoofhetdanger
from Islam. The Spaniards were encouraged to makeuwpon
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the Moors, who held half of the peninsula. Underdifand and
Isabella, the Spaniards in 1492, subjugated theriglo&ingdom,
and expelled the Muslims from the land.

3) On the eastern frontier of Europe, Poland andt#a stood on
guard, and in 1683 turned back the tide of Turkmstasion in a
great battle won near the city of Vienna. This eigtmarked the
beginning of decline in the power of the Turkishktra.

4) Another result of the crusades was a betteuantpnce of
nations with each other. Not only the rulers anigftains, but the
inferior knights and even the soldiers of the d#fg lands began
to know each other, to recognize interests in comnmamong
nations a mutual respect for each other aroseaHliatices were
formed. The crusades were a great contribution rdwie
development of modern Europe.

5) The crusades furnished a great impulse to trékde demand for
supplies of every kind arms, provisions, guidespsipromoted
manufactures and commerce.

6) The Crusaders brought home a knowledge of thaltiv in the
Orient, its carpets, silks, jewels, and a tradihese arose all over
Western Europe.

7) Merchants grew rich; a middle class arose betwerd and serf;
the cities advanced in power, and the castles bagdecline in
their control over them.

8) In the after centuries, the cities became theters of freedom
and reform, breaking away from the arbitrary cantwb both
princes and prelates.

9) The ecclesiastical power was at first greatbreased through the
crusades. The wars were waged at the call of thecbhhwhich
thereby showed its domination over princes andnati

10) Moreover, the church bought lands, or loanedey on them as
security to crusading knights and greatly enlargedholdings
throughout Europe.

11) And in the absence of temporal rulers, bishenms popes gained
control.

12) But in the final result, the vast wealth, tl@er-weaning

ambition, and the unscrupulous use of power by daimen,
aroused discontent, and aided to pave the way F&w t
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approaching revolt against the Roman Catholic Ghurc the
Reformation.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The crusades that were organized and sponsoreduriop& around
eleventh century had the following two themes;hbb war, or military
expedition blessed by the church and the pilgrimtageholy place.

5.0 SUMMARY
Throughout this unit you have learnt:

That the two main goals of crusaders were: to recthe lost territories
of Christendom and the pilgrimage to a holy land.

That the crusaders were largely driven by religimagives.
That the first crusade was far more successful ldian expeditions.

That from the beginning the papacy was prominemtisolved in the
movement as it issued incentives to go on crussgieh as immunity
from taxes and debt payment, the indulgence, wigicaranteed the
crusaders’ entry into heaven and reduced or alsalishis time in
purgatory.

That the popes sent out crusade preachers, orgafiisncial support,
and sought to provide transport.

That the number of crusades is normally given agrser eight with
many smaller expeditions and that after about 1A50. there was a
regular stream of soldiers, pilgrims and merch&ot® Europe to Syria.

That one of the original crusader states, Edesdlatof the Muslims in

1144 A. D. and the second crusade led by the Kofgsrance and

Germany in 1147-1149 A. D. failed to recover Claistlands because
the expedition was marked by a series of disasters.

That after 1150 A. D. Nureddin and Saladin, twaursic leaders united
Muslim territories, in the near East, Egypt undee dynasty.

That in 1187 A. D. Saladin sacked Jerusalem andrawecrusaders
lands.

That the third crusade was led by King Richard bieart of England
and the rulers of France and Germany. Though thegvered part of
the lost territory they were not able to recoveudalem itself.
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That in the thirteenth century the crusaders westricted to a coastal
strip, and the seaport Acre replaced Jerusaleimearscapital.

That between 1228-1229 A. D., through negotiatidme Emperor

Frederick Il regained Jerusalem, however, it wasdgain in 1244
A.D.

That the Mamluke Sultans of Egypt captured Acrel#®l, thereby
ending Christian rule in Syria.

That the fourth crusade was the expedition of theKis, the two new
religious orders, to defend the holy land, and cenghe great Eastern
City.

That there were other crusades, though, patheaiich ss children’s
crusade.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
Discuss the role of papacy in the crusades
Discuss the successes and failures of the crusades
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Probably, by nowou are aware that you are gradually coming to the
end of your study this first semester, therefdnere is a need for you to
study some antecedent forces to Reformation of 2517.

There are five great movements to consider in timi, prior to the
dawn of the Christian Church Reformation. Theseupgsopaid the
supreme sacrifice for the faith that was so deahéon. They operated
when the papacy was almost at its peak. They vggteghe risen
Saviour at the expense of their lives. Indeed, theye hunted, but
remained resolute to their Coming King.

Also, this unit highlights the breakthrough in t@read of the gospel's
true message through the invention of printing pries 1456 A. D.
Renaissance was another factor that aided the t@hrisChurch
Reformation of the sixteenth century. You will sputthis aspect in the
next unit, which is the last for this semester.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit you should be able to:

. narrate the origin of religious reform
. describe the Puritan movement
. narrate the story of Peter Waldo and the Waldessian

. narrate the story of John Wycliffe (1329-1384 A) Bnd his role
in the Reformation

. narrate the story of John Huss of Bohemia

. describe the life and time of Jerome Savanaroltabyf

. identify the contributions of Anselm, Abelard, Bard and
Thomas Aquinas

. identify the role of the invention of the Printirgyess in the
Reformation.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Albigenses or Cathari

The period of the Dark Ages has been sufficiendgadibed in previous
units when the papacy claimed to be all in allw#s a period of thick
darkness concerning the teachings of the Bible.tibthe teachings of
the Roman Catholic Church were dogmas that couldoaachallenged

or refused by Christians of the Middle Ages. Andiasvere, those

teachings were forced down the throats of peoptevéver, there were
a few Christians who rejected doctrines that wergrary to the simple

but basic teachings of the Bible. Jesse Hurlbu81)18hed more light on
the struggle that arose between the papacy and gneaps. He said that
between 1170 to 1498 A. D., the glimpse of religidight began to

shoot over the age, foretokens of the coming Redtiom. He explained

that, at least, five to six great movements foomaf in the church arose,
but the world was not ready for them, and they wemressed with

bloody persecution.

The Albigenses or Cathari, Puritans, grew up torpnence in Southern
France, about 1170. It was said that the Puritepsdiated the authority
of tradition, rather, they circulated the New Testat, and opposed the
Romish doctrines of purgatory, image-worship, anésply claims. It
should be pointed out that the Albigenses held spew®uliar views
allied to the ancient Manicheans, who rejectedQla Testament. The
papacy could not countenance these peculiar vi¢hesefore, Pope
Innocent 11, in 1208, called for a crusade agathsin, and the sect was
extirpated by the slaughter of almost the entirputetion of the region,
Catholic as well as heretic.
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3.2 Waldensians

The Waldensians were founded about the same tiéQ, by Peter
Waldo, a merchant of Lyons, who read, explaineccaphed and
circulated the Scriptures, to which he appealednag#he doctrines of
the Roman Catholics. Tim Dowley (1996) also conédmthat Peter
Waldo or Valdes, experienced conversion about 175176 A. D. It
was said that immediately after his conversiongaee away his world
goods and decided to follow the example of Chnstdading a simple
life of poverty and preaching. It was also saidtthidaldo had
translations made from the Latin New Testament th& vernacular,
which formed the basis of his evangelism.

With his followers, who were all dedicated men aramen, they spread
the message of the Bible and exalted the virtugmwérty. By so doing,
they were a living condemnation of the wealth aadity of the
established church. Pope Lucius Il was not hapjtly their preaching,
he directed that the Waldensians and other singtaups should be
eliminated by the Episcopal inquisition. An inqti@n is a special court
set up by the Roman Catholic Church with a pecyl@awver to judge
intentions as well as the actions of heretics. dleomes of the above
sanction, made the Waldensians flee from Lyonseratian submit. As
for the Waldensians such outbursts by the Pope tenkyed to convince
them that the Catholic Church was the Whore of Bahyand was not
to be acknowledged. The Poor Men of Lyons wentughocentral and
southern France, where they gained more followdosvever, they were
bitterly persecuted severally and driven out ofnéeg but found hiding
places in the valleys of northern ltaly. Providelty, in the face of
centuries of persecution, the Waldensians havereddand constitute a
part of the comparatively small group of Proteddntitaly today. The
Waldensians laid solid foundations on which theagreligious changes
of the sixteenth century would occur, when many d&atians beliefs
entered the mainstream of the Protestant movement.

3.3 John Wycliffe

John Wycliff began the movement in England for fi@@ from the
Roman power and for reformation in the Church. bluirl(1981) said
that he was born about 1329 A. D. and was educstdte University of
Oxford, where he became obtained of theology, awhime the leading
spirit in its Councils. It was stated that John W& was bitter about
the teachings of Roman Catholic Church. Therefdre, took the
following actions against papacy.

He attacked the medicant friars, and the systemaofasticism.
He rejected and opposed the authority of the pofagland.
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He wrote against the doctrine of transubstantiati@n, in the mass the
bread and wine are transformed into the veritabliylof Christ.

Wycliffe urged that the church service be made &m@ccording to the
New Testament pattern.

Hurlbut said that, in other lands Wycliffe would Vea suffered
martyrdom, but in England he was protected by thestnpowerful
among the nobles, and though the University con@eirsome of his
doctrines, he was allowed to retire to his parishLatterworth and
remain undisturbed as a priest. It was also poirdat that John
Wycliffe’s greatest work was his translation of thew Testament into
English, finished in 1380, the Old Testament, inchihe was aided by
friends, appeared in 1384 A. D., the year of Wyeld death. His
followers were called Lollards, at one time numerdout under Kings
Henry IV and Henry V were persecuted and finallyteeminated.
Woycliffe’s preaching and his translation preparde: tway for the
Reformation. The next martyr was John Huss of Baaem

3.4 John Huss

John Huss, of Bohemia (born 1369 A. D. martyred51A1 D.), was a
reader of Wycliffe’s writings, and preached his wimes, especially
proclaiming freedom from papal authority. He wasdmdector of the
University of Prague, and for a time held a comniagdnfluence
throughout Bohemia. Tim Dowley (1996) said thabtlgh John Huss’
preachings and writings, emphasis was laid ondgheving:

personal piety and purity of life

the role of Scripture as an authority in the Church

the Church as the body of Christ, with Christ aoinly head

God as the only One who can forgive sin

after lifting preaching to an important status imu@h services, he
preached that neither the Pope nor cardinals cestiablish a doctrine
which was contrary to Scripture

nobody should obey an order that is not based @Bible

he condemned the corruptness of the clergy

criticized his people for worshipping images, bélg in false miracles
and undertaking superstitious pilgrimages

he condemned the sale of indulgences

he criticized the church for withholding the cupwahe from the people
during communion

The papacy could not condone the above chargessigher and
therefore planned to exterminate John Huss.
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The Pope excommunicated him, and laid the city r@igle under an
interdict while he remained there. Huss retired{ toam his hiding-

place sent forth letters reaffirming his views. &fttwo years he
consented to go before the Council of the Romarhd@iat Church at

Constance, in Baden on the border of Switzerlardjnly received a
safe conduct from the Emperor Sigismund. But tleelge was violated
upon the principle that faith was not to be kephwieretics. Huss was
condemned and burned to death in 1415 A. D. bufdtes aroused the
reforming element in his native land, and has griltced Bohemia
through all the centuries since his day.

3.5 Jerome Savonarola

Jerome Savonarola was a monk of the Dominican até&forence in
Italy, and Prior of the Monastery of St. Mark. Thowley (1996) said
that Savonarola was an lItalian preacher who was inoFerara in 1452
and was executed in 1498 by papal authority. Dowdelged that
Savonarola studied humanism and medicine. He fat@unced these
pursuits to become a Dominican in 1474. He becap@palar preacher
in Florence. His sermons warned of the great jud@moming on the
city after which Florence would unite with Italy i just

commonwealth. It was said that these predictioesneel to be fulfilled

when Charles VIII, King of France invaded lItaly athé Medici rulers
of Florence fled. Dowley said that under the negim®, Savonarola
became a prominent leader who initiated serieefdrms through his
preachings some of these initiatives were:

tax reforms

aid to the poor

reforms in the courts

changed the city from a lax corrupt, pleasure-Igvyitace into a virtual
monastery.

Denunciation of Pope Alexander VI and the corruggigd court.

Hurlbut (1981) in his own account said that Savolzapreached, like

one of the old prophets, against the social, eledsal, and political

evils of his day. His preaching filled the greathesiral to overflowing

with multitudes eager not only to listen, but teghhis teachings. For a
time, he was the practical dictator of Florence affdcted a seeming
reformation. But he was excommunicated by the Paas, imprisoned,

condemned, hanged, and his body burned, in thet ggaare of

Florence. His martyrdom was in 1498 A. D., onlyetegen years before
Luther nailed his theses on the cathedral doorigekberg.
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3.6 Scholars and Leaders

Let us mention very briefly some of the scholard Baders of thought
in the period, which we have studied. During theuand years of the
Medieval Church many great men arose, but we narhefour of them
as the intellectual leaders of their age.

3.6.1 Anselm

Anselm was born 1033 in Piedmont in Italy, and iedtf like many
others, was a wandering scholar in various landspbcame a monk at
the Monastery of Bee in Normandy, and was made Alnb®078 A. D.
He was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury and Raméthe Church
of England by William Rufus in 1093 A. D.; but steagainst William
and his successor Henry I, for the liberty and auityr of the church,
and for a time suffered banishment. He was theewrdaf many
theological and philosophical works, and has beealled a second
Augustine. He died in 1109 A. D.

1) Tim Dowley (1966) said that Anselm as Archbisivegs known
as a reformer, encouraging regular church synod&rang
clerical celibacy and suppressing the slave trade.

2) Anselm was one of the early scholastic thealogj who taught
that faith must lead to the right use of reasobelleve, in order
that | may understand.

3) It was said that, Anselm was the first persompuat forward the
ontological argument for the existence of God. Bpsh this was
an attempt to prove Gods existence by reason alone.

4) However, Anselm’s greatest work in theology &sCur Deus
Homo (Why God Became Man) Anselm replied that sin rups
debt with God which humans can never themselvesyrep

5) Anselm’s work showed deep insight into humdsitgeed of
atonement.

3.6.2 Peter Abelard

Peter Abelard, born 1079, died 1142, as a philosiophd theologian;
he was the boldest thinker of the Middle Ages. Heyrhe regarded as
the founder of the University of Paris, which w&e tmother of the
European Universities. His fame as a teacher dtedests by the ten
thousand from every part of Europe and many ofgiteat men in the
generation succeeding his own were influenced sy thought. His
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daring speculations and independent opinions muaa bnce brought
him under the ban of the church. Even more fambas his teachings
and writings has been the romantic story of hisefaffair with the
beautiful Heloise for whom he broke his monastiavso They were
married, but afterward compelled to separate. Bawitered convents;
Abelard died an abbot and Heloise an abbess.

3.6.3 Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)

Tim Dowley (1996) said that Bernard of Clairvauxsathe first of the
great medieval mystics and a leader of a new gfifiscetic simplicity
and personal devotion. Dowley added that Bernaghed to turn his
back on the world and its comforts, and lead adifgorayer and self-
denial. However, he did not hesitate to criticinel @orrect the powerful
leaders of his age.

It was also said that Bernard of Clairvaux emplesi@od’s love and
believed that Christians come to know God by lovimgh. Hurlbut
(1981) also described him as Bernard of Clairvatna moble French
family. He was educated for the court, but renodntéor the convent.
In 1115 A. D., he established at Clairvaux a margsof the reformed
Cistercian order, and became its first Abbot. Hianich of the order
took root in many countries, and its members weraraonly known as
Bernardines. Bernard was a remarkable union ofntlystic and the
practical thinker. He preached and promoted theoiskdCrusade in
1147. A broad-minded gentle-hearted man, he oppasetl wrote
against the persecution of the Jews. Some of hsnky as Jesus, the
very thought of Thee, and O Sacred Head, now wadjraie sung in all
the churches. Only twenty years after his deatiwag canonized as St.
Bernard. Luther said If there ever lived on eartBad-fearing and holy
monk, it was St. Bernard of Clairvaux.

3.6.4 Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)

The greatest mind of the Middle Ages was that adrs Aquinas, who
lived 1225 to 1274, and was called Universal Dqctargelical Doctor,

and Prince of Scholastics. He was born at Aquinoha kingdom of

Naples, and against the will of his family entetkd Dominican order
of monks. While a young student he was so silert the was

nicknamed the dumb ox; but his master, Albertus Migg said, “this ox
will one day fill the world with his bellowing”. Héecame the most
celebrated and highest authority of all the medipeaod in philosophy
and theology, and his writings are still often bt especially by
Roman Catholic scholars. He died in 1274 A. D.
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Dowley said that Thomas was a prolific writer, waoworks fill
eighteen large volumes. They include commentariesmost of the
books of the Bible, commentary on Peter Lombardéntences,
discussions on thirteen works of Aristotle and aetg of disputations
and sermons.

He will forever be remembered for two most impottaorks, which are
the Summa Theologiae and theSumma Contra Gentiles. Together they
represent an encyclopedic summary of Christianghbourhe first based
on revelation and the second designed to supparst@m belief with
human reason.

Thomas Aquinas emphasized that all human knowledgeates in the
sense. He also emphasized that philosophy is lmasddta accessible to
all men and that theology is based only on revatatand logical
deduction comes from revelation. His teachings paway for the
development of sciences during the Renaissance Era.

3.7 Invention of the printing press

A completely new dimension in the history of booksholarship and
education opened up with the invention of printthgometimes called
Germany’s chief contribution to the Renaissancee &t of printing

from handcut wooden blocks was invented in Asiauabibe fifth

century A. D., and the first known printed book wasduced by this
means in China in 868. But Europe had to wait uhel middle of the
fifteenth century for the art to be rediscovered aeveloped. About
1445 Johann Guternberg (1400-68) began to pionedr mwovable

metal type at Mainz in Germany, and — significartlthe first complete
book known to have been printed in the Christiamldvavas the Bible
(1456).

Until 1462 the new art remained a closely guardade secret in Mainz
but in that year the city was plundered and theters dispersed. Within
two decades the invention spread north, south, aastwest; printing-
presses were set up in Rome in 1467, Paris in @r&xow in 1474 and
Westminster in 1476. By the time Luther was bom 1483, printing

was well established throughout Europe. It was rtfest momentous
invention since the stirrup, and a revolutionargpstforward in

technology. Like the invention of gunpowder (redisered at about the
same time), the application of printing to bookguotion held a

tremendous potential for good and evil in subseghistory.

The printing press was important in the early sprefathe reformation.

The writings of the first Germany reformers (Luttzard Melanchthon)
reached a comparatively wide public in printed fomithin weeks and
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were soon read in Paris and Rome. At the heiglthe@Reformation, in
the last years of Luthers life, busy printers eadlihe anonymous work
Beneficio di Christo (which more than any other book spread the
doctrine of justification by faith in Italy) to 4e40,000 copies in Venice
alone after its publication there in 1543. Evenobefthe Reformation,
printing had helped to create a wider and morecatireading-public
than had ever been known in the Christian worldaldb met the new
demand for reading material with works such asréligious satires of
Erasmus, which were a big commercial success. @nrfgea rumour
that the Sorbonne was about to condemn it, ones Raimter rushed
through an edition of 24,000 copies of Erasn@Cdloquies. Thus
printing helped prepare the way for the Reformation

3.8 Benefits of printing press
Some of the benefits of the printing press to Giangty are as follows:

1) The press brought the scriptures into common use.

2) The press led to their translation and circulatio@ll languages
of Europe.

3) The people who read the New Testament soon realimgdthe
papal Church was far from the New Testament ideal.

4) The new teachings of the Reformers, as fast as dppgared,
were set forth in books and pamphlets, which waaulated in
millions throughout Europe.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Throughout this unit you have studied the travaflgaithful Christian,
who stood for the correct teachings of the Bibleeyr gave their lives as
a "living sacrifice" at the altar of freedom ofiggbn. The irony of life
was the strong conviction that the papacy had amping down "the
heresy" as an act of God. Indeed, those five greatements bore and
sealed the testimony of Jesus with their blood ¢éwahtually became the
seeds of the gospel.

In addition, the invention of the printing pressaerated the growth of
publishing works. Tracts were readily made avadabhd circulated
throughout the world. Through that great inventitlanslations of the
Bible into several languages were printed at a ¢omst. Therefore the
above two major events set the stage for the @migkeformation of
the Sixteenth century in Europe.
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5.0

SUMMARY

It is expected that you have learnt the followimgnps from this unit:

6.0

7.0

The exercise of choice in religious doctrine hasegoa problem
in Christianity, perhaps since the days of the Alpss

Albigensians, Waldesians, the Lorlards and othessevdeclared
heretics in the thirteenth century and were pumisfor their
beliefs.

Pope Alexander Ill, in the third Lateran Council &fL79
announced a Crusade against the Cathars (Albiges)siaf
France.

Pope Innocent Il was the first Pope to talk aldweresy in terms
of treason. Therefore in 1208, he launched a sefideSrusade
against the Albigensians that destroyed Cathar gsoldical
power by 1250 ruining the civilization of the aliaahe process.

Gregory IX and Pope Innocent IV incorporated allliea Papal
statements about the organization of the inquisites well as
condoning the use of torture in dealing with heseti

Inquisition was a special court with a peculiar povio judge
intentions as well as actions of heretics.

The invention of the Printing Press and its besdfitterms of
mass production of the Bible, leaflets and trachsctv aided the
works of Christian Missionaries.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Discuss the forerunners of the Christian Refdionaof the
century.

Discuss how the printing press was importaringearly spread
of the Reformation.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Perhaps, you need to congratulate yourself thathawe come to Unit 4
of Module 3, which is the last unit of your studythe first semester. By
now, you should understand the beginning of theistn Church, its
growth and persecutions. Without mincing words, yawe understood
how the Apostolic church metamorphosized into thmgpdrial Church

and subsequently came under the control of theqyaphe absolute
authority of papacy over the Christian church intedh the spirit of

enquiry. Those who dared the Pope paid the supreawifice.

Therefore, the period of the Dark Ages persistddiie Renaissance
Age, the invention of the printing press and tmeetiwvhen forerunners
of the Reformation were slaughtered. In the previonits, you became
aware that the Roman Catholic Church prevailed @leaspects of
human activities when she was at her peak. Shetedssuthority over
Emperors, Kings, Queens and every other humanlsstadent. In such
an atmosphere, there was no meaningful growth wr developments.
However, there came a new beginning, a rebirtkeafriing heralded by
the Renaissance Age. This is an age, when every thewy was

subjected to experiment, observation, rigorousfication and backed
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up with facts and data. This spirit of enquiry beeathe bedrock for
scientists, philosophers, politicians and the GiamsChurch Reformers.

In this unit, you will study how the RenaissanceeAgccelerated the
dawn of the Christian Church Reformation. The wdedvn, signifies,

the early morning time or of a stage when a prognans at its infancy.
Therefore, the word dawn suggests to you that ydluonly treat the

beginning of the Christian Reformation in this setee By the grace of
God you will study in details the stories of theriGtian Church

Reformation in many countries of Europe and Ameiitdahe second
semester, as you register for

CTH 106: Church History.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. identify the spirit of investigation and experimenin the
Renaissance

. identify the Italian and English fathers in Arts,hdoric,
Religion, Painting and Sciences

. identify the motives that gave rise to the decisianade by
forerunners of the Reformation

. analyze the life of Martin Luther and the resultaffect on the

Christian Church.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Renaissance Defined

Renaissance stand for re-birth of learning and #dis of a new
beginning that affected and transformed all aspett$ife, political,
economic and religious as well as intellectual ariustic.

Jesse Hurlbut has also lent his voice to the defmiof Renaissance in
the following sentence. He defined Renaissance agery strong

movement that awakened Europe to a new interdgemature, art and
science, the change from medieval to modern aints raathods of

thought.

He adds that during the Middle Ages, the interésicbolars had been in
religious truth, with philosophy as related togedn by churchmen.
However, in this new awakening, a new interest eros classical
literature, Greek and Latin, in art, that became fhist gleams of
modern science (Hurlbut, 1981, 117).
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Tim Dowley said that, the Renaissance began with rivival of
classical learning by scholars who have come tcatled humanists. He
quickly defined a humanist as someone who taughin Lgrammar,
originally. However, the humanists stand in corittasthe schoolmen,
and humanism in contrast to scholasticism. He gzl they were not
necessarily opposed to Christianity in the earfgstbecause some of
them professed faith in Christ (Tim Dowley, 199643

3.2 The Renaissance and its Impacts

The period you are now studying started from tinet8t15th Centuries.
F. I. Akaneme (2004, 47) said that during thatgekmen began to be
dissatisfied with a way of life, which made progregry slow. She
added that, they were not satisfied to learn simphat those before
them had written or taught. They tried to find cww things for
themselves. She further explains that, they questiomost of the
teachings that were forced on them by the Churblerdfore, the spirit
of questioning old beliefs and forming new opiniaenerally came to
be described as the Renaissance, which meanshrefirtevival of
learning. According to Akaneme, the revival waststhin Italy by three
famous scholars: Dante (1265-1321 A.D.), Petraid94-1374 A. D.)
and Boccaccio (1313-1321 A.D.). These atrtists triedshow how
superior the learning, art and culture of the amoig&reeks were, and this
led to a revival of interest in the Greek language.

F. I. Akaneme (2004, 48) further stated that, mfield of science were
two very influential theologians and philosepdt Albert the Great

(1193-1280 A. D.), a Bovarian Dominican priest, dritbmas Aquinas
(1225-1274 A. D.), an ltalian monk. Both of thenudht at the

University of Paris. She stated further that thegrevthe first to accept
the idea of a distinction between knowledge of reatand revealed
knowledge. It was said that, others who contribuiedhe revival of

learning were Robert Grosseteste (1175-1253 A. Br), English

philosopher of science; and Roger Bacon (1290-¥94.), an English

Franciscan Monk, who insisted that for any truthkoowledge to be
accepted it must be observed and experimentedapgrione of the
giants in the field of science was Leonardo da M{hd52-1519 A. D.),

an Italian who was a painter, a sculptor, an ermginan architect, a
physicist, a biologist and a philosopher, who itesisthat true learning
must begin with observation and experiments.

Edward Burns (1986, 324-327) concludes that otlezods of the era
were William Ockham (1285-1349 A. D.), an abstthatker; Giovanni
Boccaccio (1313-1375 A. D.), the greatest writeVefnacular prose-
fiction and Geoffrey Chaucer (1340-1400 A. D.), tivet major writer
of English that can still be read today. Perhapss will not permit one
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to elongate the list. However, suffice to say ttet spirit of enquiry,
doubt or questioning that came with Renaissancegeengendered
discipline into the search of the Scriptures. Tlpdrits of the age,
motivated the reformers to question the dogmas®iGatholic Church.
Therefore, in their search for the truth, as reedrth the Bible, they
discovered that the Roman Catholic Church of thay needed to be
straightened up. You could see how the Renaissspicié spurred the
Reformers into action. Therefore in this unit ydalé study few other
factors that cumulated to the dawn of Reformatiod as relates to
Martin Luther.

3.3 Renaissance and Humanists

Although the Renaissance culture was by no meagarpat certainly

was more secular in its orientation than the caltfr the Middle Ages
(Burns, 1986, 598-621). Burns said that humanisitsitechnical sense
was a program of studies which aimed to replacertbeieval scholastic
emphasis on logic and metaphysics with the studylamfiguage,

literature, history and ethics.

According to Burns however, the broader sense afdmism lies in a
stress on the dignity of man as the most excebésil Gods creatures
below the angels. Therefore, Renaissance humdrasts firm belief in
the nobility and possibilities of the human race.

Burns stated that one of the greatest Renaissamm#ass and writers
was Francis Petrarch, one of the first Italian hoista. He thought that
the Christian writer must above all cultivate lggr eloquence so that he
could inspire people to do well. Burns added thaeicdhumanists like
the Florentines Leonardo Bruni (1370-1444) assdtiatd ambition and
the quest for glory were noble impulses, which dughbe encouraged.
Therefore, they refused to condemn the strivingriaterial possessions,
for they argued that the history of human progisssseparable from
mankind’s success in gaining mastery over the earthits resources..

Perhaps, one can agree with Burns, that DesidErasmus (1467-1536
A.D.) was the prince of the Christian humanistscdrding to Burns,

Erasmus intended that everything he wrote mustagaie in one form
or another, what he called the philosophy of Chfisterefore, Burns
said that, the essence of Erasmus’ Christian huwshaonvictions was
his belief that the entire society of his day wasght up in corruption
and immorality as a result of having lost sightted simple teachings of
the gospels. Burns added that Erasmus categorealphasized that no
one could be a good Christian without being certairexactly what

Christ's message really was. Therefore, Erasmushtspen years

studying and comparing all the best early Greekdaibmanuscripts he
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could find in order to establish an authoritatieatt Finally, in 1516, a
year before Martin Luther wrote his 95 objectiotise$is) against the
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, Erasmusighdal his Greek
New testament, one of the most important landmasksbiblical
scholarship of all time. Thus, a solid foundatiormswlaid for the
Christian Church Reformation of 1517 (Edward Bud836, 598-621).

3.4 The Dawn of the Reformation

In this period of two hundred years, the great faat arrests attention is
the Reformation, which began in Germany and spoz&d all northern

Europe, resulting in the establishment of natioctalirches owing no
allegiance to Rome. You will now notice some antiecs forces leading
to the Reformation, and greatly furthering its pesg. The first to

consider is the rise in the spirit of nationality.

3.5 The Rise in the Spirit of Nationalism

Hurlbut (1981) said that the spirit of nationalishat arose in Europe
during the dawn of Reformation differed from the dveval strives
between Emperors and Popes, in that it was moe mdpular than a
kingly movement. He said that the patriotism of tpeople was
beginning to manifest itself in the following ways:

)] an unwillingness to submit to a foreign ruleeowvtheir own
national churches;

1)) willingness to resist the appointment by a popa diistant land,
of bishops, abbots, and church dignitaries;

iii)  a disposition to withhold the contribution of Pé&gvence for the
support of the Pope and the building of statelyrches in Rome;

Iv)  and a determination to abridge the power ef ¢thurch councils,
bringing the clergy under the same laws and cauitts the laity.
This national spirit was a strong support to théomaing
movement

3.6 The Reformation in Germany

While the spirit of reform and of independence \aaskening through
all Europe, the flame burst forth first in Germaimy,the electorate of
Saxony, under the leadership of Martin Luther, anknand professor in
the University of Wittenberg. Please notice somat®fearlier stages,
and the resultant effects on the world in general.
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3.7 The Sale of Indulgencies

Perhaps, you need to have an insight to the Sateskets authorized by
the papacy to raise funds for its projects. Hurl(h@81) said that, the
reigning pope, Leo X, needing large sums of moroeythHe completion

of St. Peters Church in Rome, permitted an agemiedalohn Tetzel to
go through Germany selling certificates, signedtiy Pope himself,
purporting to bestow the pardon of all sins, ndyarpon the holders of
the certificates, but upon friends living or deadwhose behalf they
were purchased, without confession, repentancegrnoer) or absolution
by a priest. Hurlbut explained further that, Tetzddl the people that “as
soon as your coin clinks in the chest, the soulgoofr friends will rise

out of purgatory to heaven”. Luther preached agairetzel and his

selling of pardons, denouncing his teaching in reasored terms. The
papacy was rudely shocked and embarrassed. Thehcluas exposed
publicly, and the Pope determined to suppressisgiiection.

3.8 Martin Luther’s Thesis of 1517

Meanwhile, Martin Luther catalogued the abuseshi@a €hurch and
determined to make them known publicly. The exatédixed upon by

historians as the beginning of the Great Reformatie October 31,

1517. on the morning of that day Martin Luther edito the oaken door
of Wittenberg Cathedral a parchment containing tyHfiee theses or

statements, nearly all relating to the sale of ig€nces, but in their
application striking at the authority of the popeldhe priesthood. The
rulers of the church vainly endeavored to coerag tancajole Luther.

Martin Luther, however, trusted God as he stoonh,fiand the storm
only made him resolute in his opposition to do@sirand practices not
countenanced by Holy Scripture. He held on to #echings of the
Bible, and kept on exposing the corrupt practideth® papacy.

3.9 Burning the Papal Bull

After many controversies, and the publication ahpalets, which made
Luther’s opinions known throughout Germany, Hurl(1@81) said that
his teachings were formally condemned, and he wasrnemunicated
by a bull of Pope Leo X in June, 1520. The Ele€aderick of Saxony
was commanded to deliver up Luther for trial andnipment,
providentially, the Elector Frederick, instead, gawnhim ample
protection, as he sympathized with his views. Tlwees Luther met the
excommunication with defiance, called it the exbtFabull of
Antichrist. It was unbelievable that Martin Luthemn December 10,
1520, publicly at the gates of Wittenberg, befoneagsemblage of the
University professors, the students, and the pempleed the papal bull,
and copies of the canons or laws enacted by theaR@uthorities. This
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act constituted Luther’'s final renunciation of tioman Catholic
Church.

3.10 The Diet at Worms in 1521

It was said that the papacy was enraged with farh@ news of the
burning of papal Bull. Hurlbut said that in 1521ther was summoned
before the Diet or Supreme Council of the Germdarsy meeting at
Worms on the Rhine. Hurlbut stated further that tlew emperor,
Charles V, gave him the promise of a safe condudher went to the

assembly, though warned by his friends that he tmgget the fate of
John Huss in similar circumstances at the CountilConstance, in

1415. Luther could not be deterred at all, rathershid | will go to

Worms, though as many devils were aiming at meales on the roof.

On April 17, 1521, Luther stood before the Dieteowhich the emperor
was presiding and in answer to the question whétbaevould retract the
statements in his books, Luther replied, after maration, that he could
retract nothing except what was disproved by Sargtor reason.
Martin Luther then ended with the words: Here hdtal can do naught
else. God help me. Amen. The Emperor Charles wgsduto seize
Luther, on the ground that no faith was to be keiph heretics, but he
permitted him to leave Worms in peace. Perhaps,whaa the greatest
miracle the Lord God performed in the history of tBhristian Church
Reformation (Hurlbut, 1981, 120).

3.11 The Wartburg Castle Experience

It was also said that, while Luther was travelingmeward, he was
suddenly arrested by soldiers of the Elector Fiekleand taken, for his
safety, to the castle of the Wartburg in Thuringiather remained there
nearly a year, in disguise, while storms of war eIt were raging in
the empire. Interestingly, Luther kept himself buiy it was said that
during this retirement he made his translatiorhefKlew Testament into
the German tongue, a work, which alone would havadenhim
immortal. Hurlbut said that Martin Luther’s versjas regarded as the
foundation of the German written language. This wa$521; the Old
Testament was not completed until several yeaes. ¢t was said that
Luther later left the Castle of Wartburg and weatl to Wittenberg
where he resumed his leadership in the movementaféteformed
Church, just in time to save it from extravagantesses.

3.12 The Protestant Name
As five teachings of Martin Luther gained momentthmoughout the

land, there arose bitterness and opposition amo@jsistians in
Germany. The nation became polarized as it werebbiusaid that, the
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division of the German states into the reformed Rminan branches
was between the North and South. He explained tat Southern
princes, led by Austria, adhered to Rome, whiles¢hof the North were
mainly followers of Luther. Therefore, in orderfiad a solution to the
thorny issue, a Diet was held at Spires in 152%etmncile the two
parties. Hurlbut stated that, at this Diet, theh©Ght rulers were in the
majority, and condemned the Lutheran doctrines. piweces forbade
any teaching of Lutheranism in states where it lmd become
dominant; and in the states already Lutheran reduinat the Catholics
should be allowed the free exercise of their rehgilt was said that to
this unequal ruling the Lutheran princes made mébprotest, and from
that time they were known as Protestants and ttheatrines as the
Protestant religion.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The Renaissance, indeed, became a watershed f&efloemation that
took place in the Christian Church in the 16th @ent The Age of
Renaissance liberated the minds of scholars, @ialits and scientists, as
well as religious leaders. They were able to thamlike as they
challenged claims of the papacy throughout the Migdle Ages. As
you may recollect, Popes, actually, inhibited thmris of enquiry
pertaining to religious matters. You remember imrystudies that the
papacy asserted that they were the vicar of Jebtist@n earth. In that
cloudy atmosphere, spirituality of Christians beeametarded and
corrupted.

As previously mentioned, other antecedent forcasléd to the dawn of
Reformation were the invention of printing predse faithful witness

bore by the Albigenses, the Waldensians, John Wydbhn Huss and
Jerome Savonarola; the spirit of Nationalism an& thales of

indulgencies by Tetzel. Thus, the stage for theoRe#&tion was set as
Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses on the woodeor @d the Church at
Wittenberg on October 31, 1517.

5.0 SUMMARY

. You have studied the following points during theurse of your
studies:

. Renaissance is described as a re-birth of learning.

. The Renaissance period was marked and charactebizeah
increasing desire for knowledge such that critigedwer
resurfaced.
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. The Renaissance in science began with two thealsgialbert
the Great (1193-1280 A. D.) and Thomas Aquinas $1P274 A.
D.). They were the first to accept the idea of atidction
between knowledge of nature and revealed knowleOges their
attitude prepared the way for a relatively indepsnd
development of science.

. Humanism in its technical sense was a programnséudies that
places importance on the study of language, leeahistory and
ethics. The broader sense of humanism lies in esston the
dignity of man as the most excellent of all Godieature.
Therefore, humanists firmly believed in the nopiliand
possibilities of the human race.

. Desiderius Erasmus was called the prince of theis@dm
humanists. Erasmus published his Greek New Testamé5s16,
thus laying a solid foundation for the Reformation.

. One of antecedent forces to the Reformation andatigre
furthering its progress was the spirit of Natiosali The
patriotism of the people was beginning to manifestlf in an
unwillingness to submit to a foreign rule over thaivn national
churches.

. The sales of indulgencies by John Tetzel as aubdrby Pope
Leo X; and the subsequent denunciation of the dajeBlartin
Luther heightened tension between the Roman Catl@iurch
and Martin Luther. The nailing of Martin Luther'$ 9heses to
the door of Wittenberg, on October 31, 1517 alsgrapted the
storm.

. Pope Leo X by his bull excommunicated Martin Lutirerdune
1520. On December 10, 1520, Martin Luther burntRapal bull
and copies of the canons or laws enacted by the aRom
authorities.

. On April 17, 1521, Martin Luther was brought befdine Diet of
Worms and was urged to renounce all his works dtetainces
against the Church. He refused bluntly, rather, nmede the
following statement: “Here | stand, | can do nothielse. God
help me, Amen”.

. While Martin Luther was returning home, he was sted by the
soldiers of the Elector Frederick and took himhe tastle of the
Wartburg for his safety; here Luther was able tndsfate the
New Testament into German in 1521.
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. The German states were divided over the new tegshof
Martin Luther. The Southern States led by Austreveg their
allegiance to the Pope while the Northern Statee vi@lowers
of Luther. At the Diet of Spires in 1529, the Cdih@rinces
were in the majority and therefore they were faeduand the
judgement was against the Lutheran princes. Thexgto this
unequal ruling, the Lutheran princes made a forpnatest and
from that time they were known as Protestants hadl tloctrines
as the Protestant religion.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the effects of the Renaissance on thist@m Church
Reformation of the sixteenth century.

2. Discuss a few other antecedent forces leadintheodawn of
Reformation.
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