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Introduction

Welcome to CRS104: Common Themes in Christianity lstam. The
course is a two-hour credit unit course offerethm second semester of
the first year to undergraduate students of ChnstTheology in
National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN). The Gse comprises
three modules of sixteen units. The course is desigand developed
with the appropriate theological accent suitabler f€hristian
understanding of inter-religious dialogue and coapen.

This guide is conceived as one of the major ressuto help you
successfully complete your course in “Common Theme&Shristianity
and Islam” and ultimately your programme.

The Study Guide, therefore, provides you with basiormation about
the entire course, such as the aims and objectoeesse material and
structure, available services to support your liegrninformation on
assignment and examination. You will also be guidadhow to plan
your time for study; the amount of time you shosgieend on each study
unit and your tutor-marked assignments.

Go through this course study guide carefully befgoeng through the
main course content. You are encouraged, at yodregapossible
convenience, to make your observations about tlheseocontent and
presentation known to the Department through yotudys Centre
Director/Desk Officer.

It is my hope that this study guide will answer malsyour questions. |
also advise you to contact your study centre if yoave further
questions. | wish you all the best in your learniegperience and
successful completion of this course.

Course Aims

This course aims at helping you gain some genaraivledge about
Christianity and Islam, and some of the common ehavalues,
especially in matters of theology, doctrine and algrThe major stress
is on understanding and appreciation of each of rdligions, thus
encouraging the idea of communication, dialogue grehceful
coexistence. The course therefore equips you wi hecessary
theoretical andtheological knowledge to critically evaluate, appreciate
and defend the religion(s) of the ‘other’ in alhmidications.

The thinking also is that after going through tlusurse, the two
religions can no longer kanything but something precious to you. This
course then will serve as a source of motivatiars tancouraging you
becoming a missionary of peace, shunning any fdrimtred, violence
and/or persecution. The course, therefore, chatkelygu to defend and
protect all values associated with peaceful coemiss.

\Y)
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Course Objectives

You will find out that each unit in this course Isated objectives that it
seeks to achieve. Pay close attention to thosectblgs for good

understanding of the course. However, by the time gre through with

the course content, especially when you have dutthe material with

some devotion, you will be able to:

1. explain the concept of religion and how it affedtsman
operations in the world.

2. discuss creation, the goodness, love and mercyodf &n and
human weakness.

3. evaluate Christian and Islamic concepts of prayerd healing,

and their efficacy.

4. explain the role of the Patriarchs in the developmef the
theology and practices in Christianity and Islam

5. demonstrate the oneness of God manifested in wageGod,
faith in God and the call to obedience to the mizak of God.

Working through this Course

The 15 units from the 3 modules in this course @esigned and

presented in strata of a stair-step fashion, edeptece by piece with
each unit standing on its own, and with each aalakii part providing a

stabilising effect for the whole. The implicatianhthat you are expected
to follow the units step-by-step for effective urgtanding and

appreciation of the issues raised in the coursea smident, you will do

yourself a lot of good if you consult the recommethdexts and other
texts that are relevant for the course. These hglp, in no small

measure, to broaden your knowledge of the course.

There are self-assessment exercises for each rsegftithe unit, and

tutor-marked assignments (TMAS) at the end of eath

In designing and writing of the course, | have comssly generated
many self-assessment exercises at the end of eattbhrsand subsection
in order to assist you to test your level of untderding. This is also in
agreement with the nature of the course design¢iwgives you the
advantage of approaching the issues of religiodsdatrine from many
different perspectives. Thus, the self-assessmertcises and the
TMAs are to your own benefits. Do not hesitate dst tyourself with

them as they will help to sharpen your understapdis you progress in
the course. They will also to reinforce your untemding of the

material. Together with tutor-marked assignmentsirongly believe,

these exercises will assist you in achieving thatest learning

objectives of the individual units and of the ceuirs general.
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As occasions demand, you will from time to timeydassignments to
write. If 1 were you, | will equally take the assments serious,
knowing that they may constitute a part of my fipatformance in the
course.

Course Materials

There are four major components of the course,uekaj this course
guide. These are:

1. Study units

2. Textbooks

3. Assignments’ file

4. Presentation schedule

The study units

This course contains three modules of sixteen swmys. They are
divided and classified as follows:

Module | Module 1: Definition of Religion
|

Unit | What isReligion?

LlJnit Th e Concept of God

L2Jnit The Concept of Sin

fJnit God's Eternal Plan of Love for Lost Human Being
f)nit Love

5

Module | Prayer
Il

Unit | What is Prayer?
1

Unit | Healing in Christianity anéslamic Pespectives
2

Unit | Christian MoraValue
3

Unit | The Fear of5od
4

Unit | The Patriarcls
5

Unit | God Works in Christianity
6

Vi
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Module | Unity and Oneness of God (Allah)
11
Unit | The Meaning ofslam
1
Unit | Prayer inlslam
2
Unit | Faith inlslam
3
Unit | Free —will
4
Unit | Moral Laws
5
References

At the end of each unit, you will find referencesddist of books for
further reading. It makes easier for you to idgntélevant literature
relating to each unit. You will gain much if yourceead such books and
similar ones on the topics treated. Reading th&k®eall help to build
your knowledge and thereby enhance your understgrafithe course.

Assignment File

Your assessment in this course will come in twonfarthe tutor-marked
assignments and a written examination. The tutaketh assignment
which will be organised by tour tutor carries 30%tee total marks for
the course.

Tutor-Marked Assignment

There is a tutor-marked assignment at the end efyeunit. You are
advised to solve the assignments and submit yduti®o to your tutor.
At the end of the course, the tutor-marked assignseill carry 30%
of the total marks of the course.

Final Examination and Grading

Your final examination, which carries 70% of théatanarks, comes at
the end of the course. This will constitute a twash examination,
where you will be asked questions on the issueisyina have already
encountered in the course of your study.

Course Marking Scheme

The total marks accruable to you from this counse kmoken down as
follows:

vii
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Assessment

Marks

Assignments

Three assignments of 10% each, out of which the

three is selected to make up 30% of the total marks

bes

Final 70% of the total course marks
Examination
Total 100% of course mark

Course Time Schedule

This course is designed to cover 15 weeks outsidditst week which
is dedicated to the studying of this course gulMeu are expected to
complete the assignment for the unit at the endewfry week
(beginning from week 2), and submit the same toryauorial
facilitator. See the table below for the study pldowever, your tutorial
facilitator may decide on the number of assignmeaken from the
assignments at the end of each unit.

Each study unit consists of one week’s work andightake you about
three hours to complete. It included specific oties, guidance for
study, reading materials, self-assessment exeyca®s tutor-marked
assignments. All these are to assist you achieeesthted learning
objectives of the individual study units of the csri

Unit Title of the Study Unit Week’s | Assignment
Activity
Course Guide 1 Course
Guide
Form
Module | Module 1: Definition of Religion
I Unit | What isReligion? 2 Assignment
1
Unit | Th e Concept of God 3 Assignment
2
Unit | The Concept of Sin 4 Assignment
3
Unit | God's Eternal Plan of Love5 Assignment
4 for Lost Human Bing
Unit | Love 6 TMA to be
5 Submitted
Module | Prayer
Il Unit | What is Prayer? 7 Assignment
1
Unit | Healing in Christianity and8 Assignment
2 Islamic Pespectives
Unit | Christian MoralValue 9 Assignment

viii
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3
Unit | The Fear ofGod 10 Assignment
4
Unit | ThePatriarcls 11 Assignment
5
Unit | God Works in Christianity 12 TMA to be
6 Submitte
Module | Unity and Oneness of God (Allah)
1] Unit | The Meaning ofslam 13 Assignment
1
Unit | Prayer inlslam 14 Assignment
2
Unit | Faith inldam 15 Assignment
3
Unit | Free —will 16 Assignment
4
Unit | Moral Laws 17 TMA to be
5 Submitted

How to Get the Most from this Course

In distance learning, the study units replace thgaxsity lectures. You
are therefore expected to read through the coumsgoar own and at
your own time. Another aspect of this is that yau ribt read at the
prompting of your tutor. You read when you decid&® so. Since there
is no lecturer for you in this course, the studit tells you what to do at
each point. It will benefit you immensely if you@pits instructions.

The units are arranged in a common format. The ifesn of every unit

is an introduction to the subject matter of thet,umnd how a particular
unit is integrated with the other units and therseuas a whole. What
follows next is a set of learning objectives. Thebgectives, as already
stated, let you know what you should be able toylthe time you have
completed the unit. These learning objectives aeanhto guide your
study. You are advised to go back to the statedatibps at the end of
every unit, to know whether you have achieved therthe course of

your learning.

The self-assessment exercises at the end of tte ana to help you to
assess your understanding of the units. Do noteseglhem as the way
you answer them provides you with a mirror to gayger performance
in learning the course.

Tutors and Tutorials

Your tutor will provide a human guide for you inetttourse of this
work. However, you are to have only sixteen hodrsamtact with him

iX
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in the course of your study of this course. Paselattention to your
tutor. If you have any question to ask as regahéscourse it is your
tutor that will provide the answer. He will also rkgour tutor-marked
assignments. You should try as much as possiblatteend all the
tutorials. Doing so will be of benefit to you.

Summary

It is the thinking of the designer/writer of thiswrse that at the end of
the course you should have been equipped with libewmretical and

theological knowledge of some of the shared vabidaith between the

Christians and Muslims, especially in doctrine, at®rand other

religious practices. This course helps you to appte the significance
of other religions

Good luck, and God bless you!
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MODULE 1 DEFINITION OF RELIGION

Unit 1 What is Religion?

Unit 2 The Concept of God

Unit 3 The Concepdf Sin

Unit 4 God’s Eternal Plan of Love fordtdHuman Being.
Unit 5 Love

UNIT 1 WHAT IS RELIGION?
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0  Objectives

3.0 MainContent
3.1  What iReligion?
3.2 Origin ofChristianity
3.3 Jesu€hrist

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor - Marked\ssignments

7.0  References/Furtheeadings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Man has different kinds of beliefs. Of paramountpartance are his
religiousandpolitical beliefs. In this study however, we shadistrict
ourselves to theeligiousbelief of man.

The belief in the existence of a Supreme Being, wdmrols the affairs

of man isasold as man himself. However, this is expedsby man

in different waysandmethods, even more so, as man became scattered
in different directions over thtaceof the earth. In this study man’s
religious beliefs with reference to twdmminantreligious — Christianity
andlslam.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be atbe

0 Explain religious beliefsf man
O List the two major religioria Nigeria
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  What isReligion?

There is no single definition of religion that isnemonly acceptable to
scholarsof religion. However, in this unit, we shallfide religion as
a culturalinstitution,which deals with the belief system of man espaciall
the controlling influence dhe supernatural on man. Religion is as old as
the existence of man on eareligionistsbelieve in the Supreme Being
(the living God). In traditional Nigerian societhe Supreme Being is
approached through the pantheons of divinitiefieOteligionsn Nigeria
are Christianity and Islam which were introducedNigerians bythe
Missionaries. The adherents of Christianity andnisbelieve in the living
God.In Nigeria, the three major religions are Traditiomgilgion, Islam and
Christianity.

3.2RELEVANCE OF RELIGION IN NIGERIA SOCIETY

There is no doubt that religion generally suppdins societal norms,
reassuringhe people that their ways are right and their causpisg
for religion has becompartand parcel of society and has been reported
to be the focal point of cultures. the Nigeria context, for instance, one
cannot doubt the seriousness of the faith taeccommitment of most
Nigerians in their religious beliefs. One cannotuaty doubtthe
richness of the cultural heritage which Niges find in religion,
and its significant role in their historical experience. Mamportantly
one cannooubtthat Islam and Christianity contain fundamental ahor
principles on which aspectsf our society and culture are built. For
instance religion preserves and transnmtany norms of the larger
society. Some of these are the moral and ethidaksdasico social life
itself. Such are honesty, respect for the rightsotifers, and the
cultivationof brotherly love among orenother.

Closely associated with religion are buildings vehttte people worship.
No oneneeds to be an architect or even a believer tarese a Church,
Temple orMosque.In all these buildings people worship together,
engage in common rituals, astarehe same religious beliefs. We are
all living witnesses to the same religiobgliefs. We are all living
witnesses to the traditional ways in which thisdemonstratedy all
religious’ bodies; Muslims pray in congregationefitimes daily. They
also meetonce in a week for another congregation prayernjwat
services). As if this imotenough, they also travel to Makkah whenever
they can afford to do so. On tle¢herhand, the evangelical Christian
goes to Church and also goes to a conventiorsétlaf values, common
worship, common efforts to propagate the fatbmmonsentiments and
common religious experience have bound beliet@ysther.

2
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As a matter of fact, religion as a system providgwoblem of social
organizationlt gives a moral code, proper guide and a helifen

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCI SE
What isreligion?
3.3 The Origin of Christianity

Christianity as a religion has its root in Judaminich is the religion of
the Jewslt began with the call of Abraham whom God caltedleave
Haran and hispeoplefor the land which He was going to show
and give him. The land whiclsod showed and gave Abraham is
called Canaan. God further promised Abraham fteatould multiply
his generation like the stars of heaven or thed san theseashore.
God promised Abraham that he would give bighatchild. In time,
the promisedchild was born and was named Isaac. Isaac batre to
Jacob whose nam@&odchanged tdsrael.

Jacob gave birth to twelve sons who were later daamel known as the
twelve tribesof Israel. In other words, from Jacob aiamatknown
as Israelwas formed. (Genesis Chapter 12: 1-7,17: RI; 1-3a
nd 22-23,.3:3).

3.3 Jesus Christ

God communicated with prophet Isaiah thatsawior who is the
founderof Christianity would come from the Jewish race, toede of
David (Isaiah 9:6-9, Mathew 1: 1-16). This Savior (Jesus Christ) was
going to become a king. TRewsknew him as the promisddessiah.

This shows the relationship between Jewiskligion and
Christianity. Both religions believed in the existence of God who
revealed Himself to man idiverseways and at differerttmes.

Jesus Christ the founder of Christianity is a his&d figure. Hisbirth
and ministry was the fulfillment of the Bible pragdy in IsaiaiChapter

9, versedl-9:

"For to us a child is born, to us a son is givamd ¢he government will
be uponhisshoulder, and his name will be called of\ferful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace" of the
increase of his government amekacethere will be no end, upon the
throne of David, and over his kingdom, to estabiishnd to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this tif@th and for
evermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts v this (Isaiah 91-7).
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Isaiah's prophecy was fulfilled in the mirboms birth of Jesus by
the Virgin Mary. At His birth, the astrologers otherwise knoas the
three wise men camnte Jerusalem to ask for the newly born king of the
Jews.

The scripture says, When Jesus was born in Betmebke Judea in
the daysof Herod the King, behold, wise men from the East céme
Jerusalem saying, Whereis he who has been born king of the Jews?.
For we have seen his star imeEast, and have come to
worship him" (Matthew 2:1-2). At the age tfelveyears, Jesus went
into the temple and there, he argued with the Jeteiacherandlawyers

on the scriptures. Furthermore, at the age ofythigars, Jesus began
his public ministry of teaching and preaching. He dhadsvelve
disciples whohelpedhim. The twelve disciples whom Jesus chose were
later to continue with hisninistry, which he embarked upon for only
three years omarth.

Jesus chose Mathew, Simon Peter, Andrew, James), Jehilip,
Bartholomew,Jamegshe Son of Alphaus, Simon the patriot, Thema
Judas son of James adddadscariot the betrayer of Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ challenged the wrongachingand practices of the
Jewish leaders. This led to their hating him artdr lkilling him. He
however taught his followers to live in harmomyth everybody and
to love all people including theadversaries.

Jesus also taught against injustice and the eaptmit of the poor. He
demonstratedlis authority through the healing of the sick, irgjsof the
dead and eveprovidingfood for those who were in need. He fed four
thousand people from seven loawédread and a few small fishes. Jesus
did all these in order to demonstrate his l@avelalso provide for the
physical needs of mankind. (Mathew 15: 32-34). Timgplies that
Christianity teaches love. “The Bible says you $thdave your neighbours
asyourself”The record of Christ's life, teachings as wellras death and
resurrection markedhe foundation of Christianity. Before the death
of Jesus Christ, he had trainds disciples and equipped them to
proceed with his ministry work, which he hbdgun.

Jesus did promise to send them the HolyitSpiho will help them
(twelvedisciples) to continue with his ministerial workhiweh he had
begun. The wordf God says “...you shall receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upoyou;and you shall be my witness in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria and to thedaéitde earth”. And when He
(Jesus Christ) had said this, as they were lookomghe was lifted
up, and a cloud took him out of their sigfActs 1:7-8).After Jesus
had been resurrected from the dead, he told hisiptks to go to
Jerusalenand wait there for the Holy Spirit who will empowéem for

4
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the spreading othe gospel to all the earth. When he ascended to
heaven, his disciples obeydus words and gathered at a house in
Jerusalem. There, they prayed and worshifipedon the day Pentecost
Festival of the Jews, the Holy Spirit descendpdnithemwhile they
were praying. From that moment onwards the dissiptentinued
preachinghe Gospel of God and Hingdom.

The Holy Spirit, which the apostles had receives/egthem the courage
to preachandto establish the church, whose duty it was to estae to
the wholeworld.

Peter, one of the apostle preached the $esmon in Jerusalem on
the day of

Pentecost and about three thousand people gotitedvwe Christianity
(Act 2: 14-

41). Paul also joined the Apostles to spread thsp@lto the Roman
Empire thatwas outside the Jewish land. (A&s

22, 13:13-32, 14: 1-12, -16: 1-12). The church, cuhiesus founded,
wascommissioned to preach and spread the gospel cestitte from the
day of Pentecosbnwards until Jesus Christ returns to this worldiado
judge the inhabitants dfieworld. However, you should know that the
word, "Christian" is a nicknaméhatwas given to the followers
of Christ. The word "Christianity”, thereforeneanghe religion of the
followers of Christ at Antioch (Act$1:26).

The word “Christianity”, therefore, means the neligof the followers of
Christ.

40 CONCLUSION

Religion is as old as man in the universe. Themoislefinite definition

for religion. Religionists believe in the existence of God. QGlarsty not
only propagates budlsoteaches the existence of God. Christianity has
its root in the religion of JudaisandJesus Christ is the founder of
Christianity. The word "Christian" is initigll anickname given to
the followers of JesuShrist.

50 SWMARY

Christianity has its root in Judaism. It startethwAbraham who was called
by Godto leave Haran for Canaan. While Jacob’s twelvéd@m became
the twelvetribes of Israel. God informed prophet Isaiah about théh lwf
Jesus Christ whavould save human beings. Jesus was born by the Virgin
Mary. He selected twelvelisciplesto be with him, trained them and
commissioned them to spread the Gospelthe world. Jesus died, buried
and the third day he rose from the death and asdamd heaven. We have

5
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discussed the subject matter of Religion, its mmen andtheorigin
of Christianity. Christianity therefore originatedrom Judaism.
“Christiansis initially a nickname for the followers @hrist.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)

1. Discuss the origin agligion.
2. Explain the origin dChristianity.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

The Holy Bible (Revised Standard Versior{}971), New York.
Macmillan Publishing Companyc.

Awolalu, J.O. (2005), “God: The Contemporary Dissios” in “The
Nigerian Associationfor the Biblical Studies. Decency of
Religions (NASR)2005.

Balogun, K.A.(1988).Religious Fanaticism in NigeriBroblems and
Solutions in theplace of Religion in the Development dligeria.
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UNIT 2 THE CONCEPT OF GOD
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 MainContent
3.1 God theCreator
3.2  Creation of Animal anBeasts
3.3  The Concepts of God lislam
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor MarkedAssignments
7.0  References/FurthBeadings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Christian religion espouses God as the Creatorllofreations in the
Universe.Thereligion, through its holy book, explains the bewny of the
world and man througthe etymological point of view. That is, through
the power of God's spoken wordsitherthan a cosmological point
(evolutionary) as generally expected and interdrdtg man. As All-
powerful and All-knowing, God chose that methodcteate the world
andman. Itis in this light we shall discuss thisit.

20 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be atde

0 Explain the origin of the world as recordedheBible.
0 List some of the things whiGodcreated.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 God theCreator and Giver of Life

Christianity is a religion of the book. The Hdyble is the name given
to their scriptures and its opening chapter has the affiomaif God as the
creator.GenesiChapters land 2 explains this. Let us now exantige t
creation story of theniverseby God as it is in th8ible.

In the beginning, God created the heavens and dltl. eThe universe
was without form and void, and darkness was upon the faceeotidiep,
and the spirit of Godvasmoving over the face of the waters. God
commanded light to appear ovdredarkness of the void and there
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was light. God said, “let there be light", atiterewas light. And God
saw that thdight was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. God named the lighay, and the darkness He callsiight.

As a result of this, evening and morning begans Harved as the first
work which God executed on the first day of creation. Godhierrtsaid,
“Let there be dirmament

in the midst of the waters, and let it safm the waters from the
waters" God separated the waters which were under the firmarmoent
sky, from the watersvhichwere above the sky. God named the sky,
Heaven. The separation of theatersfrom the sky by God became
the second day of work for God. God furthederedthe waters that
were under the heavens gathered together into lace,go letthedry
land appear. God called the dry land Earth, andwhters that were
gatheredogether, He called seas. He saw that it was gBod.therefore
ordered the eartto bring out vegetation, plants yielding seeds, anddr
bearing trees each accorditwits type. This was the third day of God's
creativework.

God further ordered lights in the sky of the heavemseparate the day
from thenight, so that they can serve as signs for seasons, yeratal for
years. He also orderdgdatlights should be in the sky of the heavens in
order to give light upon the earttkodmade the two great lights, the
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser lightilethe night.

God made the stars and set them in the sky of éhedms to give light
upon theearth;to rule over the day and over the night; and tcassp
the light from thedarknessThis was the fourth day work &od.

In addition, God also ordered "waters to brifgith swarms of
living creaturesand let birds fly above the earth across the firem@nof
theheavens"

God further created the great sea monsters ang évieg creature that
moves,which swarm the waters, according to their kinds, andyeve
winged bird according tds kind. God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the waters itheseas, and let birds multiply on
the earth” The creation of these water animals thadfth day work of
God.

3.2  TheCreation of Animal and Beasts
God further said, "Let the earth bring forth liviogeatures according to

their kinds: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the eagbrding to
their kinds." "Hemadethe beasts of the earth according to tkiids
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and the cattle according tiheir kinds, and everything that creeps upon
the ground according to ikind".

Moreover, God said, "Let us make man in our imader our likeness,
and letthemhave dominion over the fish of the sea, and overhinds

of the air, and ovethecattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon éaeth".

The scripture further says™....God created nrarhis own image, in
the imageof God he created him; male and female he created.them
And God blessed thenandGod said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply,
and fill the earth and subdue it; anadvedominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the air and over eireiryg thing that moves
upon the earth." "..... He added, "Behold, | haixeng you everyplant
yielding seed which is upon the face of all theleaand every tree with
seedin its fruit; you shall have them for food. He furtheld man that He
had given himall things that has the breath of life and every gnaglent

for food. The creation ananby God on the earth served as the sixth day
of His work.

On the seventh day, God declared it a ngstilay, blessed and
hallowed it. Thescripture says...God rested from all his work, \whic
he had done in creatior-or emphasis, we want you to note that it
was only man that God created in Kiwnimage. It was also man that
God gave order to dominate all other creatureshéuniverse. You
should also know that it was man alone that Godegtre powerof
reason which other creatures do not have. Also tiwié before God
creation ofman,God created man, he sought and received the cedtaper
of the other heavenl€o- Beings.

3.3  The Concept of God ihslam

God is the creator: - He brought you into beindie Tysteries of life and
death aren His hands. When you die on this earth that istmetnd you
were of him and yomustreturn to Him. The immeasurable depths of space
above and around you may staggeu. They are part of His plan. What
you have imagined as the seven firmamdigarswitness to His design
of order and perfection, for His knowledge isuedltomprehendingQuran
2:29)

God is the protector of man: - Allah is the pratedf those who have faith,
from thedepths of darkness He leads them forth into ligbf. those who
reject faith thepatronsare the Taught, from light they will lead them fort
into the depths of darkness. Theil be companions of the fire, to dwell
therein for ever. (Quran 257)

The religion of Islam teaches the adherents timiAllah that takes the souls
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of all menatdeath. And those that die not He takes during gieep: those
on whom He hagbassedhe decree of death, He keeps back from returning
to life, but to rest. (Quran 392)

Allah also decides on every matter of mankind. aQuB:109 says, to
Allah belongsall that is in the heavens and earth: to Allah do alttens
returns.

3.4 GodCreatedthe Heavens and thezar th

Allah Created the heavens and the earth on tth slay. Quran 2:
17 say,“The originator (God) of the heavens and the eafilen He
decreeth a thing, Heaithunto it only: Be! and iis”.

Quran 23:12 says, “verily we created man from alyscd of wet earth”.
And versel3says, “Then placed him as a drop (of seed) inealedbing,
the fashioned we the drapclot, then fashioned we the clot a little lump,
then fashioned we the little lump bon#gnclothed the bones with flesh,
and then produced it as another creation. Scsduldse Allah, the best
of creators! Then lo! After that ye surely die. enhlo! On the Dayof
resurrection ye are raised (again). Quran 2316)—

Quran 7:54 says Lo! Your lord is Allah who creatkd heavens and the
earth insix days, then mounted He the throne. He coverethigfn with

the day, which is in haste follow it, and hath made the sun and the moon
and the stars subservient by Ellsnmand.

His verily is all creation and commandment. BlesbedAllah, the Lord
of the Worlds!

As for the good land, its vegetation cometh fogthpbrmission of its Lord,
while asfor that which is bad, only evil cometh forth (form itjus do
we recount the tokenfer people who give thanks (Qurdrb8)

God created the Jinn (Angels) and human kind dialiythey mightvorkshop
Him (Quran 51: 56 58)

We quote: | created the Jinn (Angels) and humad &imy that they might
worship me.| seek no livelihood from them nor do | ask thagyttshould
feed me. Lo! Allah! He its that giveth livelihood, the Lord of unbreakable
might. (Quran 51: 56 — 58) and spread# @l kind of animals, and the
changing of the winds and the clouds masighservienbetween the
heaven and the earth these are signs for a pety@eunderstand (Quran
2:169) on Earth are signs for men of firm beliefpails your own selves;
will ye notthenbehold them? (Quran 51: 20 — 21). The adherents of
Islam believe that there sneCreator and Administrator of the universe

10



CRS104 MODULE 1

(Quran 43;9). Therefore, believers mumit forget the Benefactor that
grants happiness and whom they address all shpplicationsn times of
distress (QuraB0:8).

Sovareignty of God

The Quran states there is a definite law of unevers a Universal
Divine Poweror Will of God governing and supporting the multitunliis
objects, forces and creatuieghe universe. God is presaverywhere.
The adherents of Islam believe that God is preseatywhere’ Quran 2:
115, saysJo Allah belongs the east and the west: wherever yoy there
is Allah’s face. ForAllah is All-Embracing, All-knowing. In addition to
these, Allah sees all that you dQuran

3:156).

In a nutshell, Muslims believe that there is omg @&od. He is the Creator
andAll powerful God. They also believe that Muslims astquted by Allah
throughprayer.

Quran 2: 186, says, “when my servant ask thee oangeme, | am
indeed close(to them). | listen to prayer of every supplicant. When
calleth on me; listen to my catindbelieve in me; that they may walk in the
rightway”.

Quran 6: 103 — 104 says, “such is Allah, your Lor@here is no God
save Him,the Creator of all things. Vision comprehendeth Hiot, rout

He comprehendeth alision. He is the subtitle, be aware that Quran 2: 169
says, of the creation of the heavens teearth, and the alternation of the
night and the day, and the ships that sail in #@anéth that which profit
men, and the water that Allah sends down from kbeds, thengiveslife
with it to the earth after itdeath.

Everything is according to, a well-conceived urse¢rplan with perfect
proportion,harmony and balance in the creation and there islind play

of forces without consciousness and purpose. God is omnipotent and
everything is utterly dependeoponHim. Yet in his infinite mercy He
has endowed man with a free personality arehtedeverything for the
service oiman.

God is intensely real and approachable and naj@eyalistant or amorphous

beingor logical abstraction. Allah is closer to man thas jugular vein
(Quran 50:15)three

11
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persons speak not privately together but He ih@etheir fourth, nor fifth

but He istheir sixth, nor fewer, nor more but wherever they be isle
with them (Quran 58:8)Thehumble amongst his servants can approach
Him for fulflment of his wishesandaspiration, for contentment of his
mind, for his protection and safety and for Gagface,mercy, bounty and
forgiveness and guidance without the aid of argraessor. The following
statement makes this clear to Muhammad: When myarsisr ask thee
aboutme, say: “l am indeed near at hand. | respondeqthyer of every
suppliant wheteinvokes my help. Let them also reciprocate to nily aad
believe in me, that thdyecomaighteous” (Athar Hussain 1978 pp. 2@2).

3.5.THE UNITY OF GOD

The existence of God, as taught by Islam, is irdeem with His Unity. Islam
teachesthat God exists alone by Himself without associate ortnpa
whatsoever. This teachingtigecornerstone for the basic foundation of Islam.
Consequently, it is incumbent on apgrsonwishing to embrace Islam that
he /she must genuinely declare the Unity of Aliet &ndforemost before
he/she could be recognized as a Muslim. The useérdtionruns:

| testify that there is none to be worshipped eixédiph, He is alone
without any partner; and testify that Muhammad is His servant and His
Messenge

This declaration is referred to as the KalimatuShahadah which means the
expression of testimony. The declaration contaws major ideas basic to
the religion of Islam.They, together, make difference between Islam and
Christianity religion. The two ideas araeantto entrench in full force a
distinctly pure monotheistic nature of Allah. Thestf idea declaresthe
absolute unity of God. While the second emphadizesnessengership of
the ProphetMuhammad to God. The reasons for the two-sidedudgidn are
asfollows:

1. Islam is deadly opposed to the idea of polytheiang condemns
it in unmistakeablgerms. By polytheism in this context is meant the
idea of associating deities wiod. According to Islam, there is only
one deity; and that deity is Allah or God. To wapséiny other being
than God is tantamount to polytheism according slam. It is
precisely inorderto discourage a Muslim from practising any form of
polytheism and also to impress on Hiher the worship of only God,
Allah, that he /she is enjoined to declare thet fiart ofthetestimony
that ‘ there is none to be worshipped except Allahthis respect, the
Qur'an4: 48says:

Surely, Godwill notforgive that any partner be associated with Him; but He

will forgive Any other thing towhomsoeverHe pleases.And whoever
associated any partner wilodHas indeed gatvolvedwith God has indeed

12
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gotinvolved witha verygreatsin.

2. Polytheism is, more often than not, associattd animate objects
being recognizedspartner or associates with God. The second part
of the Kalimatu'sh-shadah is medotdiscourage the association of
animate objects with God. It is meant in paldicio discourage
the association of a Prophet of God or any othenamubeings as
partnerswith God. It is directed principally against the Chaistidea
of Trinity which Islam consideretb be a form of sharing the power
and dignity of God with Him (Baloguh981).

Between Islam and Christianity, as two distinctigiens, Islam is
chronologically the younger of the two. Islam was proclaimed to theldvor
as a religion over six hundreglears after Christianty had existed.
Consequently, it had the opportunity of maksgmnepronouncements on
Christianity and how it ipractised.

Islam enjoins its adherents to give due recognitimll Prophets and all
scriptures thahad preceded Muhammad as well as to important teachings
contained in the earliescriptureshave been left out. Islam claims that the
Quran presents a divine improvement aerearlier scriptures to it . Islam
enjoins its adherents to believe in and give @gegnitionto Jesus Christ
who is often mentioned in the Qur'an as Jesus sagy. Islam,however,
refutes the idea held by Christians that JesussCisrithe Son OF God.
According tolslam, Jesus Christ did not at any time during his lifeearth
claim to be the son of Gotklam considers that Christians are mistaken to
have ascribed sonship of God to Jesus Chnslthat such a claim constitutes
part of the human accretions in the Bible whichG@ue'an hasbeen revealed
by God toremove.

Concerning Jesus Christ, the Quran 5: 116 —-shig:

And when God will say( that is on the Day of Resuraegti Oh Jesus son of
Mary, did you say to people; Take me ang mother for two worshipable
beings other than God? He will reply: Glory be twed, it was not for me to
say what | had no right to say. If | had s#jdThou wouldst indeed have
known it. Thou knowest what is in my mind, thougknbw not what is in
Thy mind. Surely, Thou art the great Knower of the andesaid nothing to
them except as Thou didst command me: Worship Gptlamd and your
Lord; and | wasa witness of them so long as | was a witness of tkem
long as | was among them, but when Thou didst cenes® die. Thou wast
the Watcher over them. And thou art Witnessllothings. If Thou punish
them, surely they are Thy servants; and if Thogiferthemsurely Thou art
theMighty , the Wise.

13
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In order to prevent the Muslims from falling intolikely error of calling
Muhammad aonof God that Muslim is required to declare and geelyi
believe that Muhammad tke servant and Messenger of God. It is constantly
impressed upon the Muslims that ttepuldunder no circumstance make
the mistake of regarding Muhammad as either Sdboofor His partner.

However, monotheism had been practised in Judé&smistianity and Islam
religionsfor long periods but it is different from one anothdslam
claims to have perfectethedevelopment of monotheism that had passed
through stages among the adherentshefthree religions. For instances,
Abraham, Jacob and the twelve tribes of Igpaattisednonotheism. When
Moses led the Israelites from Egypt, and subselyussteivedthe Torah or
Ten Commandments, monotheism became recognized distinct religion

of thelsraelites. The people of Israel believed that Gade a covenant with
them. He gavéheman Ark as a reminder to them of His presence among
them. Therefore, Israel musbrshipHim as the Only God. Whenever they
went to war, Israel always carried the Ark wiitiemin the belief that it was
only when the Ark was with them that God was preggih them.In order
words, the Ark was the symbol of Yahweh’'s persqmralsence with the
peopleof Israel . He had imposed upon them the Ten Commantdméich

the ark containedl'he people of Israel believed in the Unity of God. Fée
spoke with thenthus:

| am the LORD your God, who brought you out of fwed of Egypt, out
of the house of bondag&ou shall have no other gods before me (Exodus
20: 1- 3). Another fornof monotheism is the Christian one by which God is
believed to exist in Trinity, that is, Gdtle Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost. All the three exist together in unison.nsl@acheshatGod does not
need to be represented physically among human sdiafpre theycan
recognize His existence. Rather, the universetsieditents, which constitute
the handworkof God are enough proof of His existence. The Katirsh is,
therefore, a declaratiothat Muhammad is not, and should never be
considered to be a representative of Godasth.The Quran 18: 110 instucts
the Prophet Muhammad to tell his audienciolmys:

Say: | am only a human beitige yourself. It has been revealednte that
your God

Is one GodSo,whoever hopes to meet his Lord, let him do rightedeed,
and he should not associate anyone with his Lord irslipping Him.

In summary, the adherents of Islam believe that @didh) is the creator.

He createchuman being, planets, birds, animals, angels, heaaed earth,
on the sixth dayAllah

14
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complete His work ofreation.
The religion of Islam encourages the adherentislam to have faith
in the Only

God that must be worshipped no other gods exceanptatine.
5.6 ISLAM VIEW ON RESURRECTION AND JUDGMENT

We excerpts from Islam- Wikipedihus:

Belief in the ‘Day of Resurrection is crucial foruglims.” They believe
the timeof Qiyamah is preordained by God but unknown to mare T
trials andtribulationspreceding and during the Qiyamah are described
in the Quran and the haditandalso in the Commenteries of Scholars.
The Qur'an emphasises bodily resurrectianhbreak from the pre-
Islamic Arabian understanding of death. Muslibeieveall mankind
will be judged on their good and bad deedse Quran in Surat al
—Zalzaiah says: When Earth is shaken with her ()fiearthquake

And Earth yieldeth up hdvurdens,

And man saith: What ailether?

That day she will relate hethronicles,Because thy Lord inspiretter.
That day mankind will issue forth in scattered grewo be shown
Their deeds.

And whoso doeth ill an atom’s weight will see ieth( 99: 1-7).

The Quran lists the following sins that canndemn a person to
hell, suchasdisbelief in God and dishoney.The Qur'an makedearc
God will forgive the sin®f those who repent if he so wills. God deals,
such as charity, prayer andmpassiomowards animals will be rewarded
with entry to heaven. Muslims view heaven agdace of joy andliss,

3.7CHRISTIAN VIEW ON RESSWURECTION

After the death of Jesus Christ, He resurrected the third day.
Thereby Jesugroved to be the Son of God who has power overhdeat
Easter festival remindgou that death is not the end of man, it is a means
to man’s resurrection. In otherords,man who believes in Jesus Christ
shall resurrect. He shall inherit the everlastiifig or the Kingdom of
God here after. The words of God in the book ofdaion, Chapter 21:

1 -4 confirms these. The Bible passagesssd:

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; foritee Heaven and
the first earth had passed away and the sea was no more. And | saw
the holy city, new Jerusalem,coming down out chvem from God,
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prepared as a bride adorngw her husband; and | heard a loud voice
from the throne saying; Behold, the dwelling of Gedwith men. He
will dwell with them; and they shall be his peopéerd Godhimself will

be with them; he will wipe away every tear fromitheyes, anddeath
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourniog anying nor pain
any morefor the former things have passed away( Revelatiorl 24).

On the resurrection day of our Lord Jesus Chhk&iry Mag'dalene,
Mary themother of James and Salome went to the tomb oB8Jeéhkust

on Sunday that igday after the Sabbath in order to anoint his body
with spices. However,on gettirtg the tomb, they searched for Jesus
Christ, instead of seeing Jesus, it wagangman(An Angel) who was
on the side, of the tomb, dressed in a white rbley saw.They were
amazed. The youg man said to them, Do not be amgwedseeklesus

of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, moishere; see the place
wheretheylaid him. The resurrection of Jesus Chrisbkt place
on Sunday. Forthecommemoration of Jesus Christ's resurrection,
majority of the Christiansow changed their resting day , that is the
Sabbath day to Sunday in which thewprship God to honour the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the death. Thdicatesthatour
Lord Jesus Christ has power over death and who&etieves in
him, shallovercome death (Owolabi. A.2005).

Sin andForgivenessin Islam:
(1) The concept of sin and forgiveness from adistic point ofview;

(2)  The origin of sins imslam;
(3) The major means of forgiveness in Islam wtach:(a) rejecting
all corrupt religions and embracirglam
(b) avoiding illicit acts, especially grawdfenses
(c) performing and observing obligatory divinetids and
services as well as the customagtionssanctioned and
established by Prophet Mohammed (peace be bjpoh
(d)  repentance and beseeching Alldbigiveness
(e)  Supplication and invocation &lah

Sin andForgivenessin Christianty:

The Origin of Sins inChristianty:

Paul, crucifixion is the corner stone for all Ghian Beliefs, and those
who deny it arenot considered Christians and do not deserve God's
blessings. They cannot enter the KingdohGod or transcend to glory.
They will be destined to eternal torture in Heli fiieing disobediento
JesuChrist.
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What is the content of this idea? Where did it cdrom?

The content of this idea is found in some of Paafsstles to the
Romans,Corinthiansand Hebrews. He claimed that Christ was not
betrayed and crucified by his enemi@ése Romans and the Jews)
because of the threat he posed to their beliefsseadlar powers, bine
willingly chose to be humiliated and cruafieas a kind of
atonement for people'sins,liberating them from the original sin
committed by their father, Adam, who atenirdheforbidden tree.
In his epistle to the Romans, Paul wrote wherefasepy one man sin
enterednto the world, and death by sin; and so deathgquhspon all
men, for that all have sinneBut not as the offence, so also is the free
gift. For if through the offence of one many be diemuchmore the
grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is bg oman, Jesus Christ
hathaboundedintomany."

Here Paul claims that those who do not believe hia tdea of
crucifixion are not worthyof God's mercy or His forgiveness. They
will not go to Paradise and will not be granteternallife. Instead,
their eternal abode will be Hell because they dithe idea opurgation.

In the light of Paul's interpretation of Adam's sind the way sins are
forgiven, all peoplancluding prophets and messengers are cursed by
God: therefore, their inevitable fate is eternaiuie in Hell. Moreover,

all those who deny the idea of crucifixion and sadibn are
contaminatedwith the original sin and expelled from God®rcy.

Priests were greatly influenced by Paul's idegsnding the story of
salvation. One of thenHannaMaqgar Al Isawi, wrote a letter in the
sixth century Hegira addressing Abu Ubaidull&th Khazraji, an
Andaulsi scholar inviting him to believe in Chreatity and the idea of
crucifixionto save himself from the inherited sin. The letppeared
in Abu Ubaidh's bookBetweenlslam & Christianity. It says "God's
peace and mercy be upon you. | praise God ugtutly guided us and
supported us with his son. He extended his mercyrhgifixion of
JesusChristwho redeemed us with his sacred blood. He savetheus
torture of Hell and carried fousAdam's sin. He shed his own blood
for the happiness of all mankind who were clearédhds sin except
those who do not believe in him. If you want togranted God's mercy
and residen Paradise, believe in God and say: Jesus Christo®sG
son who is God Himself and th¢oly Ghost, three deities ione."”

Where did these satanic ideas cofreen? How did they seep through
into Christianity?
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The celebrated Western theologiRpdolf

Boltman said in his book Jesus, "Paul took his sdeam the Jews of
Minor Asiawhoadopted Christianity. They had been greatly infaesh
by Greek philosophy and the mytf the Great Mother, which was
widespread in Greece at that time. And it seems ttisy mixed the
doctrines of Christianity with their old religionhich was not totally
abandoned.”

The religion of the Great Mother derives from a imgbout the goddess,
Sabella, who wase suddenly died. She mourned over him. Nature,
including trees, rivers and beasts, shageefwith her and sadness crept
over the wholauniverse.

Suddenly, as the myth goes, Attas was resurrected fleath. He was
transformed fromanordinary human being with limited powers to
lofty god. Sabella was beside herself wilg. And nature again shared
happiness with her. The sun rose, the rivers awerfland theland
became green with vegetation. People came out kebrege the
occasion. It becameustomaryto celebrate this event every spring to
glorify Attas who conquered death and gave lifealtedead land. On
that day, they used to sacrifice offerings for tfjadd who conquered
death.Year after year, a class of monks appeared, urging ¢oplp to
believe in this myth and teacrificeofferings for Attas in order to
liberate themselves from their sins and adiihém totheKingdom
of God.

No wonder then that Paul took the idea of cruaiiixiand redemption
from the Jews ofAsia Minor since he had been originally a Jew
himself. During his early life he began prosecutelews who were
converted to Christianity because their new beliafsed behavior
offendedhim. But one day, while traveling to Damascus, he sugglgs
encountered the risen Chridthisexperience impressed Paul so greatly
that he soon becameCdristian.

Paul did not hesitate to borrow myths and folktaasd put them in the
Christian Book His justification was that he wanted to encourage non-
Christian pagans to incline ©hristianity. Ahmed Shalabi, an Arab
Scholar, commented on this incident in his bookigiianity saying,
"The universality of Christianity, introduced by uawas the turning
point in the history ofthis religion. By opening the door wide to
everybody Paul was obliged to adapt various doesitimbridge the gap
between the religion of the Jews and pagan belibfst were
widespreadin Europe at that time. So he introduced the ideahef t
Trinity and salvation to cope witthe beliefs of the nations that were
being converted t€hristianity."
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In many places in his epistles, Paul affdmthat the doctrines he
introducedto Christianity were not dictated to him by Christ,t lbney
were his own. This is stated ims epistle to the Galatians where he
wrote, "But | certify you brethren, that the gospdilich waspreached of
me is not after man. For | neither received it @imnneither was | taught
it, but by the revelation of JesuGhrist."

In this way, Paul's efforts to find a way eradicate Adam's sin
produced areligionfundamentally different from the religion preached
by Jesus (peace be upon him). Tdistortedreligion created by Paul is
the same religion which is preached everywhereytathderthename

of Christianity. And this is what the famous Westdieologist, O. T.
Dauvis, illustratedin his book _Preachings on the Mountain where he
wrote, "True Christianity did not existntil Paul met with the second
divinity within the Trinity and unified with Him. B then begario
write his epistles to the different nationsegrhing Christianity as
he received it frontheRedeemer. So Paul is considered the real founder
of the Christianity we see today. Had Paol appeared, Christianity
would have never been a universal religion, ameiild have nevelbeen
largely accepted by millions q@eople.”

Therefore, the idea of crucifixion introducéy Paul, who made it
an obligation fortruebelievers, is an alien concept that had not existed
in Christianity before Paul developed it.idtnot related whatsoever to
the true teachings of Jesus the Son of Mary. Tthes,entire ideds
totally rejected.

Moreover, Paul did not refer to the sources whezeght the news
about Jesus. Insteabeadmitted that Jesus's teachings were revealed
to him in his dreams. This nullifies hislaimssince the direct
communication with his chief source was loAnd his tales are
only acollection of myths and visions lacking documengsttience.

We have seen in an earlier context how Paul cordeitie belief in the
idea of crucifixionwith forgiveness of the original sin. He also claimed
that Jesus willingly allowed himself toe humiliated and crucified.
Thus, Pauline doctrine suggests that the body desen betortured
until it grows pure. In his epistle to the EphesiaRaul worte, "Wherein
in time past yavalkedaccording to the course of this world, according
to the prince of the power of the air, th@ritthat now worketh in the
children of disobedience: Among whom also va# had our
conversation in times past in the lusts of ourHldslfilling the desires

of the flesh and othemind: and were by nature the children of
wrath. According to these ideas, we firthat Christianity,
theoretically, regards virginity, as the ideal stdor both men and
women. This conceptualization has gradually led to the adoptdn
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mysticism by the Catholiclergy.

The concept of forgiveness through monasticisma summed-up in
the practices antleasof the Nestorians. In their doctrines we find the
following:

"If man devoted his life to worship and abandondysical desires,
such as eating meaind

satisfying his bestial lusts, his essence will beepand will reach the
Kingdom of God andcansee God overtly. The invisible world will be
revealed tchim."

In the eleventh century, Pope Gregory VII issuedlearee strictly
forbidding all priestsand nuns from getting married, since sexual
intercourse, he claimed, could eradicate theirtpuamd chastity.

But this decree led to negative consequences. @multand
homosexuality spread. Asrasult,the reputation of clergymen, monks
and nuns became stained among their followersthagublic.

C) ForgivenessthroughBaptism:
To gain salvation from the original sin committég Adam,
Christians stipulatethe practice of baptism. A new born baby
or someone newly converted to Christianity musbaptized by being
washed with water by priest.

Christians believe that a baby is born taintedhwAidam's sin, and
thus it has tdewashed by the priests. They say that they arevioilg
the example of John, called thigaptist, who used to baptize the
believers in the holy river of Jordan. He alsgptized JesusThe
authors of the Christian Bible claim that God, a$ding Jesus after
being baptized, saidThou art my beloved son, in whom | am well
pleased."

The different sects of Christianity have alwagrgued about the
power ofbaptism.Some of them claimed that baptism clears man of all
sins including the original sin whilethersclaim that it remits the
original sin only; as for the other sins, they da forgiventhrough
priests.

The different sects have also failed to agree oenwhkvhere and how
baptism shoulde performed. However, they all agreed that baptism is
only valid when it is performed bgriestsor Christian leaders. In his
book Comparing Religions: Christianity, Ahm&thalabiwroteabout
the topic of baptism saying: "Christians failedagree on the time when
baptismshouldbe performed. Some of them insisted that bloitdl
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is the best time for this rituabthersbelieved it could be carried out
during any time of man's life. Others, yet, claimiecbuld be performed
on the death bed since baptism is said to eradamlatEns and this is
the timeafterwhich no sins would beommitted."”

According to Christian doctrine, baptism is sgmbolic washing
with water as a religious practice. It indicates or transmits
purification, the washing away of sins, and tkertsof arenewed life.
This is administered by pouring or sprinkling water the forehead of
the person being baptized. Some Eastern Orthodox and Western
Protestant Churches practiegemmersion (submerging a person into
water). In a typical Christian baptism ceremonye thersonbeing
baptized makes a statement of faith in Jestionsors, called
godparents, may makghe statement on behalf of infants. In most
cases, a priest or minister then pronounces pleson'sname and
administers the water, saying, "I baptize you ia Name of the Father,
of the Son,and of the Holy Spirit." Baptism should follow aluotary,
public statement of faith in Jesas savior.

d) ForgivenessthroughConfessionbefore Priests:
During the early stages of Christianity, the Papé&kome claimed that
Jesus had grantedim the power to forgive sins if the sinful person
confessed them before him, except fordhiginalsin which could only
be forgiven by believing in crucifixion, resurrest and baptismThe
Pope also claimed that he was the successor of Rét@ set up the
Roman Church accordirtg Jesus' instructions and directives and whom
Jesus entrusted and authorized to pass judgomsit religious matters,
including what was believed to be licit or illicim Matthew'sGospel,
Jesus addressed Peter, saying, "Thou art Peteypamdthis rock | will
build my church;andthe gates of hell shall not prevail agairst

And | will give unto thee the Keys of the Kingdonh leeaven:
and whatsoevethoushalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shbalbosed inheaven."

When the Pope appointed himself as the head oRtman church,
he claimed that hewas sinless and infallible. He then gained a
reputation among all Christians that he was actindpehalf of Jesus,
granting blessings or curses. Not only this, butgage himself full
authority to forgive all sins if they were confessed in his pree. He
said he was acting in accordanagth a statement in John's Gospel,
saying, "Whose so ever sins ye remit, they arettechuntothem;and
whose so ever sins ye retain, they @tained.”

Furthermore, clerical synods, especialle tone held in Rome
in 1215 Gregorianacknowledged the Pope's authorities concerning
forgiveness of sins, and depriving thageo opposed him from entering
Paradise.
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The members of the synod believed that if a persahthe authority to
forgive, he wouldhavethe authority to deny forgiveness. Subsequently
many Popes used the right to ddaygivenessagainst those kings and
nobles who competed politically with them to impdiseir authorityon
people.

When people lined up before the Pope's door adkintprgiveness, his
assistants imposdgeson those who wanted to confess their sins in
the Pope's presence. Things degeneratehfurther when forgiveness
was conditioned on paying a certain amount of moNelyen theneed

for money increased during the Crusades, the Pogehs assistants
began to selindulgencesAnd whenever the need for money arose to
build churches, monasteries or schools, Rlopegave his orders to get
indulgences printed and distributed. He assuregtinehasers thdheir
eternal abode would dearadise.

In this way, tremendous fortunes (including moneyyelry, pieces of
land andarms)were heaped on the Pope and his assistants.n Whe
the idea of selling indulgenceseachedremote parts of Christian's
world, people found it difficult to travel to Ronte confess theisins
before the Pope. The Pope seized the opportunidy aathorized the
local cardinals anbishopsto act on behalf of him. This tradition is still
appliednowadays.

The local cardinals and bishops took advantagen®fauthority given
to them bythePope and started blackmailing ordinary people.yThe
bought themselves palaces, estardpieces of land. As a result, two
classes of people emerged in the Middle Ages: pEeuclasswhich
consisted of feudal lords (nobles and clergymeny ¢he lower class
which consisteaf hirelings, workmen anderfs.

e) Forgivenessthrough Eucharisind Transubstantiation:

The Popes of the Roman Church introduced anothgr okdorgiving
sins: throughEucharistand transubstantiation. The root of this story is
found in Paul's epistles and John's Gospels $@aid that Jesus shared
his last supper before crucifixion with his diseipl The supper
consistedf bread and wine. The bread stood for Jesus' baxly,wine
for his blood. In his epistle tthe Corinthians, Paul said, " For | have
received of the Lord that which also | deliveredauyou, that the Lord
Jesus the same night in which he was betrayedhedd:

And when he had given thanks, he broke it, and, Saa#te, eat: this is
my body,which broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After
the same manner also he took the,when he had supped saying,
this cup is the new testament in my blood: thisydpas oft age drink
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it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye aeathttead, and drink
this cup, ye dehewthe Lord's death till heome."

In John's Gospel, Jesus is claimedhawvesaid, "I am the living bread
which came down from heaven: if any man eat of trsad,heshall
live forever: and the bread that | will give is ritgsh, which | will give
for the life oftheworld. Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of thexma
and drink his blood, ye have no lifeyou. Whose eateth my flesh, and
drinketh my blood, hath eternal life: and | williga him up athelast
day."

As for transubstantiation, according to Claiss, it is represented
by someritualsperformed on Easter by those who seek pardon from
God. Easter is believed to correspond the day of the Holy
Communion. Therefore, if the scene of last supgeperformed by
aChristian, eating bread and drinking wine, he igelved to have eaten
Christ's flesh andirunkhis blood. In this way, his sins will be remitted,
and he will be admitted to the Kingdom @bd.

How did it occur to Christians that eating bread dnnking wine could
symbolizesuch

a strange idea as eating their worshipped Godsé #end drinking His
blood? How dargheydrink wine since it is strictly forbidden in the
Old Testament in which they believe as paitheir faith? Furthermore,
there is no documented evidence that Prophet Jgmae beupon
him) advised them to dso.

In concluding this chapter we can say tha Christian concept
of sin and its meansf forgiveness are irrational, illogical, perverted,
damaging to man's physical, mental, soamdspiritual health and well

being.

II) Sin and Forgivenessin |slam:

1. TheLexicographic Interpretatiorof Sin andForgiveness
Sin can be defined in Islam &slows:

o Breaking of the law of God on purpose or the stateondition
resulting from thisact.

Wrong doing of any kind; immoralct.

A violation of any Islamic rule or standard, agaste opropriety.
Forgiveness can be defined in Islanf@ows:

To give up the wish to punish or get even with ey or
offender.
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. Not have hard feelings at or towarokhers.

o To give up all claims for damage inflicted on yoy bthers.
According to Islam, to err or commit a sin is humamnforgive is
divine.

2. TheOrigin of Sins inlslam:

Islamic law urged man to be on his guaghimsst sinning, and it
sets forth a numberof restraints, indications, precautions, and
impediment that would prevent people from fallilgo those sins
threatening the safety of the whole society. Sires mumerous and
manifold. Themost dangerous type of which comprises thoseegrav
or deadly sins which are nogévealedhidden in the heart) such as
idolatry, atheism, heresy, hypocrisy, envy,licga vanity, arrogance,
conceit, anccheating.

Sins can be related to negligence of one's obtigatitowards Allah.
And since such sinsare between man and Allah, they are more
hopefully expected to be forgiven than others. $msalso be related
to one's transgressing on other people's rightse,Heunishment or
absolutionsare induced during a sinful person's life. Sins dikeded
into grave sins and venial singrave sins are concerned, with
transgresses on the rights of Allah, individuald society.

The number of grave sins is indefinite; heere it can be confined
to those sinswhoseperpetrators are promised Hell. Allah says in the
Holy Qur'an, "If anyone contends witthe Messenger even after
guidance has been plainly conveyed to himfobows a pathother
than that becoming to men to faith, We shall leaie in the path he
has chosen, antard him in Hell, - What an evifefuge!"He also
says,"The punishmenbf those who wagear against Allah and His
Messenger, and strive with might and main fosahief throughthe
land is: execution, or crucifixion, or the cugiroff of hands and feet
from opposite sidespr exile from the land: that is their disgrace in
this world , and a heavpunishments theirsin the Hereafter." God
the Almighty says,”If a man kills a believer intentionallyhis
recompense is Hell, to abide, therein (foreverd #me wrath and the
curse of Allah areupon him, and a dreadful chastisement is prepared
for him."

If a believer avoids these deadly sins, he was asg1p to be forgiven
the venialones.This is emphasized in the Holy Qur'an where Allajss
"If ye (but) eschew the mokeinous of thing which ye are forbidden
to do, we shall remit your evil deeds and admit yow Gate of great
honor.”" However, venial sins can turn into grave ones #ytltare
scornfully underestimated and constantly committed. Aladiullbin
Mas'ud related to us onearrationsaying, "A believer sees his sins as
if he were sitting under a mountain which, he isiaf mayfall on him;
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whereas a wicked evil-doer considers his sinsias flfassing over his
nose andhe just drives them away like this." (Abu Shihab, theb-
narrator, moved his hand over his nasélustration).

Despite the restraints and impediments set byldtaeic law, man is
constantly exposedo temptations that make him err, driven by his
ignorance, desires, or human weakne3$ws, falling into sin is
something expected from all human beings. Thisestioned in many
of theNoble Sayings of the Prophet Mohammed (peace be hipo).

Islam urges people to keep away from temptatibaslead to sins. When
someone errs, heencouraged to repent and ask Allah's forgiveneds an
to constantly do good. He is asked twexperience despair of Allah's
mercy which is always there. Allah says in the HQIyr'an,"O ye who
believe! Turn to Allah with sincereepentarce.; Allah loves those
who turn toHim constantly and He loves those who keep themselves
pure and clean. He say80O my savarts who have transgressed
against their souls! Despair not of the MemyAllah: for Allah
forgives all sins: for He is Oft-Forgiving, MoMerciful.”; and "He
that doeth goodhdl have ten times as much to his credit: He that
does evil shall only be recompensedcarding to his evil: No wrong
shall be done unto therti.

Abu Said Al-Khudri narrated: Allah's Messenger sdill a person
embraces Islansincerely,then Allah shall forgive all his past sins,
and after that starts the settlement of accouhts,eward of his good
deeds will be ten times to seven hundred timesémwh good deed and
anevil deed will be recorded as it is unless Allahgieesit."

Abu Huraira also narrated: Allah’'s Messenger (peaeeupon him)
said, "Allah says, My slave intends to do a bad deed then (O angels)
do not write it unless he does it; if mefrainsfrom doing it for My
sake, then write it as a good deed (in his acco@@t the other hand)
if he intends to do a good deed, but does not dceit tirite a good
deed (in his account), anél he does it, then write it for him (in his
account) as ten good deeds up to seven-hurtirezs."Besides, Islam
does not take into account those bad deddsh are done foolishly
andimmediately followed by sincemepentance.

Allah says in the Holy QuraniAllah accepts theepentancef those
who do evilin ignoranceand repent soosafterwards.”

This is also established in the Sunna of the Priofgeace be upon him)
(Sunna is habituapractice,customary procedures or action, norm,
usage sanctioned by tradition). Umar BihKhattabnarrated: Allah's
Messenger (peace be upon him) said, "The rewaddexds depends upon
theintentions, and every person will get the rewarcbading to what he
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has intended. Swhoeveremigrates for Allah and His Messenger
then his emigration will be for Allah an#lis Messenger. And
whoever emigrates for worldly benefits or forneman to marry
her, hisemigration will be for what he emigratéaor.”

Therefore, man's deeds (good or evil) depend upsnirtentions.
However, the deeds tienonbelievers are excluded because atheists are
not obligated to observe the preceptseadigion. Whatever good deeds
an atheist does will not be accepted from him, dedpe fact that he
will be punished for not doinpem.

Although intention is the basis for the rewawl:believer gets, his
deeds shouldeclosely guided by the Holy Qur'an and the Sunnthef
Prophet t (peace be upon him).hi deviates from the norms stated
therein, he will have committed a criminal fraudlaf& saysin the Holy
Qur'an, "It is not fitting for a Believer, man or woman, whe
matter hasbeen decided by Allah and His Messenger, to hamg a
option about their decision: Ifaryone disobeys Allah and His
Messenger, he is indeed on a clearly wr&ath.”

As for the importance of following the Sunna of tReophet (peace
be upon him), Anadin Malik narrated: Allah's Messenger (peace be
upon him) said, "He who does not follawy Sunna, is not one of my
followers."

Islam has established the principle of individuasponsibility: every
individual is responsibldor what he/she does. Allah says in the Holy
Qur'an,"Every man's fate We have fastenedn his own neck: On the
Day of JudgmentWe shall bring out for him a scroll, which he will
seespread open. (It will be said to him)Read thine (own) record:
sufficient is the soul thislay to make out an account againtteé.
Who receiveth it for his own benefit: Who goetbtray does so to his
own loss: No bearer of burdens can bear the bumfeanothernor
would We punish until We had sent a messenger iy@vgarning)."
Islam does not approve of the idea of placing themb or the
responsibility of one's deedsn someone else's shoulders; nor does it
accept that someone be punished or rewardedaviiat someone else
does. When those who tried to deny the truth ofQhean put the blame
on the nations before them, claiming that they had bedraped and
misled, they said;Our Lord! Itis these that misled us: so give them a
double punishmentn the Fire", but their defensewasnot accepted,
and theywere told, " Doubledfor all: but this ye do notnow."
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3) The Major Means of Forgiving Sins in Islam:

It is obvious that sins, according to Islam, ocdue to one's own deeds.
They cannotbeinherited from parents or grandparents. Fallingp i
sins is the result of insinceretentionsregarding faith, actions and
words. It is also the result of not following themts of Allahandthe
teachings of His Messenger (peace be upon him).t\@ifethe best
ways (establishedby Islam) of having sin$orgiven?

a) Forgiving Sins through Repudiating TainteReligions and
Embracingl slam instead:

Many people have been accustomed to embraengumber of
pagan religions suchas Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism and
Zoroastrianism. Also, a few distorted religiomg)ichhad been formally
true; have always been adopted by millions of peojpl theseeligions,
polytheism replaced monotheism and numeroushicgft stories were
added to theoriginal texts, turning them into a peculiar mixture.
Judaism and Christianity are striking examples such distorted
religions.

If any of these religions is embraced by someoner daflam has been
revealed tdhe Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him), it will ot b
accepted of him, and in théereafterhe will be a loser. Allah says in
the Holy Qur'an,”If anyone desires a religion othéhanlIslam
(submission to Allah), never will it be acceptetl him; and in the
Hereafterhe will bein the ranks of those who halest.”

According to the various interpretations of thigses Islam is not a
sect or an ethniceligion.

All Religion is one, for the Truth is one. It wdsetreligion preached by
all the earlierProphetsSo Islam was the Truth taught by all the
inspired Books. In essence, it amountsatmnsciousness of the Will
and Plan of Allah and a joyful submission to thali¥ahd PlanIf anyone
wants a religion other than that, he is false ®dwn nature, as he is
false toAllah's Will and Plan. Such a one cannot expect guidamme, f
he has deliberately renouncgdidance.

Allah says in the Holy Qur'ar;Who can be better in religion than
one whosubmitshis whole self to Allah, does good, and follows th
way of Abraham the true in faith®or Allah did take Abraham for
afriend”; and" Say: Shall we tell you of those who lose mastespect
of their deeds? Those whose efforts have been wvasthis life, while
they thought that they wereacquiring good by theirworks?* Ibn
Taimeyah, Islam’'s greatesicholar,nterpreted this verse as follows:
"Those who prided themselves on their works in lifés andnow find
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that those works are of no avail, their losslisthe greater because
they hadamisplaced confidence in their own deeds or in gsstance
of false protectors.” Allah itheonly Protector: no one else's protection
is of any use. Many people have such a smug sefrssdf-righteousness
that while they go on doing wrong, they think thia¢y are acquiring
merit. The sincere are those who believe in their spiritagponsibility
and act as in Allah'sight. Whenlslam was revealed to Mohammed
(peace be upon him), all the roads except weeeblocked before
truth-seekers: the road to Islam. If anyone withelgion other than
Islam meetsAllah, it will not be accepted. Explaining Allahigords,
"And have chosen for you Islarasyour religion ™, Imam Al-Alusi
says that this verse deals with the backslidinthefJewsaindChristians
from their pure religions to which the coping stam&s placed by Islam.
As alogical corollary to the corruption of the earlier religionf Allah,
Islam is now the onlycceptable religion.

Allah's mercy on mankind is so great that it gitesse who abandon
paganism oturnaway from distorted religions and willingly erabe
Islam the opportunity to have dheirformer sins eradicated as if they
were born anew. Allah says in the Holy Qur'aBay to the Unbelievers,

if (now) they desist (from Unbelief), their past wa forgiven them; but

if they persist, thgounishmentof those before them is already (a matter
warning forthem).” In thisverse Allah assigns Messenger (peace be
upon him) to ask the Unbelievers to ce&senfighting the Believe
and from the persecution of truth. If they do, theast wicked deeds
will be remitted; if not they will be punished for thaimjustpersistence.

Allah says in the Holy Qur'ar;Those who reject Allah and hinder
(men) fromthe Path Allah, - their deeds will Allah bring tmaught.
But those who believe and work deeafsrighteousnessand believe

in the (Revelation) send down Mohammed-forit is the Truth from
the. Lord, - He will remove from them thells and improve their
condition. This because those who reject Allah follow falsehood.
While those who believe follow th&ruth from their Lord: Thus does
Allah set forth for men their lessosgmilitudes®’

This passage means that whatever the Unbelievewslidaiss its mark,
because Allah ishe Source of all energy and life. If the wicked try to
persecute men or seduce them from math, the result will be the
opposite of what theintend.

40 CONCLUSION

The religion of the Christians indicates that Gedhie Creator and Giver
of life. He created heavens and the earth. It was only marGthéicreated
in His own imageHe was the only being that God breathed His breath
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into. This is the reason man caasorwhile other animals cannot. In this
unit, you have learnt that there is a judgemelay waiting for every
human in which he or she will face hereafter . Bathristiansand
Muslims belief that man has committeahs.

5.0 SWMARY

In this unit ,we have discovered that God creata/éns and the earth. He
mademandominate all other creatures in the universe and Bsted on
the seventh day. Whave learnt that both adherents of Islam and
Christianity religions believed that therds the Resurrection and
Judgment day awaiting for the individual perdwereafterChrist has
dead and resurrected on the third day. Whoevee\esdiin Him willalso
resurrect after death.Also in the unit you haverled thefollowing:

Sin is breaking of the law of God and purpose erdtate or condition
resultingfrom this act, The major means of forgiveness in Islam are
rejecting all corrupt religion@ndembracing Islam, avoiding illicit
especially grave offenses, repentanand beseeching Allah’s
forgiveness.

According to Paul, all Christians belief in the @fixion of Jesus Christ.
Thosewho do not belief in Christ’s crucifixion has committeuhs.
Everybody has inherited sins froAdam.

According to Hanna Jesus crucifixion on the ceesged mankind from
Hell. Pope do forgive sins of those who confess themrbdiio.
Christians receive forgiveness of sins thro&gltharist.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCI SE

List out each day work of God in the creatmncesses

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)

1. Account for the origin of theniverse.

2. What makes man to be different from dttleer creatures that
were createdy God?

3. Comment on the Unity of God according to Islkeiigion.

4. Discuss Sins and forgiveness in Islam @hdstianity.
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UNIT 3 THE CONCEPT OF SIN
CONTENTS
1.0 Introduction

2.0  Objectives
3.0 MainContent

3.1 The Misuse of Free-Will Bydam
3.2 The ConsequencesSoi
3.3 The Consequences of the misuse of\Nittdy Adam
and Eve
34 Th&oncepof Sin inlslam
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor Marked\ssignments
7.0  References/Furtheeadings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Devil is God’s enemy who was envious of thephass of Adam
and Eve.He made use of the serpent to seduce them. The sevpsra
cunning reptile amonthe animals that God created. It was the serpent that
led Adam and Eve to sin agaii@@d. This is what we shall examine in this
unit..

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be atde

o Explain the origin o&in;
. Name the type of sin committed by Adam &we;
. Name the punishment God give Adam and Eve thadserpent

as a result othemisuse of théree-Will.
The Merciful God.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 The Misuse oFreeWilland the Origin of Sin

After God had created Adam and put him in the GaafeEden, he was
instructednot to eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of goaul &vil.
God warned him that theayhe eats the fruit, he would die. However, Eve
who was a help mate of Adam wagiousto eat the desired fruit of the
forbidden tree, for she desired to have knowledggoodand evil. Eve
saw a serpent near the forbidden tree and therdeapked Eve, ‘Did>od
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say, “You shall not eat of any tree of the gardda®® replied,” We may
eat of thefruit of the trees of the garden; but God said, “You Ishat
eat of the fruit of thdreewhich is in the midst of the garden, neither
shall you touch it, lest you digGenesis

3:1-3).

The serpent assured Eve that she would not dieeifage the fruit. The
serpenfurthersaid to her that God knows that when she eatguiteHer
eyes would be openedndshe would be like God, knowing good and
evil. (Genesis3:3-5)

Hearing that she would be like God after eating filu¢, Eve looked
at the fruit and saw that it was pleasant to behold and goodato
She exercised hefree-will, as she took and ate of the fruit and also
gave to her husband Adam who aldeit. By this action the first sin
was committed on earth. This type of sin is knaasthe original sin

in Theology. It was the sin of disobediencAdam and Eve
committed the sin of disobedience because they ftes will in the
garden.

3.2 Consequencesfthe Misused Free-will by Adam and Eve

Soon after the couple ate the forbidden fruit, thegrd the voice of God
calling themand they hid themselves amongst the trees in theéeGaof
Eden. (Genesis 3:&odsaid to Adam, "Where ayou?”.

He replied, "l heard the sound of thee in the garded | was afraid,
because Wasnaked; and | hid myself." God said, "Who told ydatt
you were naked? Hay®ueaten of the tree of which | commanded you
not to eat?" Adam said "Thgomanyou gave to be with me, she gave
me fruit of the tree, and | ate.”) Gene3i8-11).

The above quotation indicates that Adam blameddigsbedience on
Eve whointurn, blamed her own act on the serpentd @anished
Adam, Eve andheserpent. This is because they misused the free -
will which God gave them irthe garden

3.3 TheConsequencesf Sin
Adam was to work hard and till the groufat food. The ground
was cursedbecause of Adam and it was to produce thorns asteth

as food for him. Henow had to work and sweat for hisod.

Eve had to bear children in sorrow and pain. She twabe under her
husband antie (Adam) was to have dominion ovieer.
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The serpent was cursed too. The word of God s8exzduse you have
donethis, cursed are you above all cattle, and above all anidnals;
upon your belly yowshallgo, and dust you shall eat all the days of
your life. I will put enmity betweeryouand the woman, and between
your seed and her seed; he shall bryiser head, and you shall bruise
his heel”. (Genesi8:14-15)

In other words, the serpent had to crawl on it¢ybed eat the dust on
the ground.While Adam and Eve were to die. They lost theirselo
relationship with God.He drove them out of the Garden of Eden
(paradise). This is because both misuderfree-will given to them
by God in the Garden of Eden. Godes$atsin, forthis reason,
He pronounced terrible curses on the first creattinat sinnedlespite
that He had earlier blessed them onehgh.

3.4  The Concept of Sin idslam

According to Islam, those who caused others tonglinbe punished by
Allah (QurarB8:188) people who disobeyed God will be purdstier
their disobedience d@hejudgment day (Quran 6: 1516).

The unbelievers will bring doom upon themeslv This is because
ProphetMohammed has warned them against sin. At the jfugdgment
when the mattewill be judged in perfect equity, the Prophet will bear
witness against wrongdodeforeAllah (Quran 10: 50 53).

According to the Quran 11: 101 — 104, sinners wridrgr own souls
by servingdeities other than Allah. Communities tls#rve deities
instead ofworshippingAllah, would be punished for doing so. They
would be punished by Allah diejudgment day when everyone would
gather together befotdim.

Whoever equates another to Allah has committechgainst Him. And
the penaltyfor such a person is punishment in this world aackfter.
The penalty whichis meant for such a person in this world is pain
and suffering, instead gderpetuatelight. And there is no protection
for him or her against his/her sufferin¢Quran

13:34).

Quran 16:88, says, those who reject Allah and higden) from the path
of Allah, would be chastised for that amounts to mischiebther words,
people wouldwitnessagainst those who rejected Allah and hindered
others from worshipping Him ae judgmentday.

Among the people who will witness against themraen from among
thepeoplethemselves, men of their own kith and kimo understood
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them andexplainedAllah’s message to them in their olanguage.

In addition, the Prophet Muhammad will bewdtness against all
those whorejected the message he brought. But for thoseheheved

in him of (all racesandpeoples), the Book which he brought will be an
explanation, a guide, a mercy am@ospel. (A. Yusuf AliL998).

Quran 46: 20 says, “And on the Day that the unbeti® will be placed
before thefire, (it will be said to them): ‘You squdered your
good things in theworld, and you took your pleasure out of them but
today shall you be recompensed wathhastisement of humiliation: for
that you were arrogant on earth without joatiseand that you (ever)
transgressed.”

Those who out of greed, seek the fleeting pleasufréfe rather than the
more seriousthings of life thereby sacrificing the spiritual rfaheir
materials would be toldhatthey had taken their choice, they must
therefore pay the price. This becausethey did wrong in rebellious
spirit, and prided themselves in their wrong-dojngst seldomly, but
frequently. As a result of their deeds, they wiobke humbled irthe
dust that serves as fitting punishment for thenthenudgmentay.

In Quran 70: 1 - 3, it is stated that if any on&saguestion on when
judgmentwill come. It implies that such a question implies dawbthe
part of the humaibeing. However, the answer to such a question is that
the knowledge of the judgment d&beyond man’s comprehension.
However, Quran 70:1 assures us that judgmesuinsto come, and none
can ward ibff.

The judgment day or time will be a penalty fromahl the Lord of both
justiceandmercy; it will not be merely a blind calamity oftéafor any
one. Allah is Lord otheways of Ascent. This mean that Allah sits
high on His Throne of Glory, yet He always accessible tmankind.

In a nutshell, there is penalty for every sin tisatommitted by every
body in the world. Allah will judge individuals in the presescof
Prophet Muhammad othejudgment day. On the other hand,
sinners on this earth will begitheir punishment through pain and
suffering even before thejie.

3.5 THE MERCIFUL GOD

In Islam, among the names of God is ‘The Most —dal, or the
Dispenserof Mercy.” According to Islamic sources, the Prophstsle
emphasing Allah oGod’sjudgment, they as well proclaimed His
mercy. For instance, in the QuraB@pdintroduces Himself as
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‘ He is God, other than whom there is no deity, wapofthe
Unseen and the witnessed. He is the Masterciful, The Dispenser of
Mercy.” ( Quran 59:22).

Furthermore, another name of God is ar —Rahwilaich describes
His natureof being All — Merciful. While ar — Raheem describesdG
acts of Mercy irHis creation.( Quran 17: 1103ays,

‘say, ‘call upon the Most — Merciful, whichever nanyou call — to
Him belongthe Most Beautiful Names--".

3.6 DISPENSING MERCY

According to adherents of Islam, dispensing meseguires someone to
whommercy

is shown. They also say that any adherent thatcynisrgranted to by
Allah, mustbein need of it. While Allah’s perfect mercy caréor
those in need. On theherhand, the boundless mercy of Allah stretches
to those in need or not in need.alsoextends from this planet to the
wonderful life afterdeath.

3.7 Allah Is Not Merciful In Feeling SorrowLike Man

In Islam, mankind enjoys a personal relationshighwihe Loving,
Merciful Godwhois always ready to forgives sins and responds raetmu
prayers, however, He 3ot merciful in the human sense of feeling
sorrow and pity for one in distress. All@lmesnot become human to
understand suffering. Rather, Allah’'s mercy isadginibutebefitting His
Holiness, bringing divine aid or help, and favososmankind inthe
Universe. Therefore, one could says that His meyaast tomankind.
‘Say: Limitless is your Lord in His mercy --- ( Qar 7; 156). Whoever,
believesin Allah, enjoys His abundant mercy in the earthisT(Quran
7: 156), buttress ---- but My mercy encompasses all things'.

3.8Creation Is An ExpressionOf Divine Mercy Of Allah

In the works of Allah, He invites us toselove the effects of His
Mercy thatsurrounds us in theniverse.

‘ Behold, then, (O man), these signs of God’s mér@uran 3050).
These signs means how Allah gives life be tearth after it had
been lifeless.Besides, Prophet Mohammed himself is regarded
Allah’s gift of mercy to mankind in the Universe. (Quran 21: 107),
says,
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“ And ( thus, O Prophet ) We have sent you as éwdence of our
)  mercytowards all théNorlds.”

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shownrcye as Prophet
Muhammad said:

‘God will not have mercy on one who is not compasate towards
people.” The Prophet further stated that whoever that hasyrie those

on earth, and theneabove the heavens will have mercy upon you (him
or her).

3.9FORGIVENESS

In the Scriptures, humans were taught to forgive amother.
Forgiveness is about admitting your own shortcg®iand failures so
that youcan move clearly see both sides of theystdr is the
business of theheart. Forgiveness is about letting go your own
arrogance so that you can move on whiaffairs of living. Forgiveness
is about no longer allowing other personsctntrolyour heart. It is
about accepting that people make mistakes, ang/thatakehemtoo.
For instance, the case of Gboko Haram versuse Federal
Governmentof Nigeria could be seen as costly mistakes that wege
by using force to solvéheir problems that are still on todate. The
Federal Government of Nigeria neetisaccept their own fault for
killing the leader of Gboko Haram without given hfair hearing and
pardon members of the religion sect. If the seanivers argardoned
by the Federal Government and the sect memberwéotilgemselves and
other faith members then peace will reign in the Northern Na&ger
Furthermore, forgivenedss about making a decision to never use the
other people’s acts or commerdgainsthem in any fashion. Besides,
forgiveness also means never bringing up thee@mmment up again.

In the spirit of this kind of forgivenessf the Federal

Government of Nigeria forgives members of Gbokodtiarthey must
not refer to the case of the wrongs of the sect. Likewise, #et sust
stop retaliation imwhichthey waste other faiths lives and properties in
the Northern Nigeria. If this steptaken by both parties, the inhabitants
in the Northern Nigeria will co- exists ipeaceand in harmony. As a
result, it will bring economic development to eveogdy who leaves in
thearea.

40 CONCLUSION

Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating the forbiddenin the Garden
of Eden.As a result, they were punished by God. Adam was lto ti
the ground for foodTheground was cursed for Adam. It shall bring
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thorns and thistles for AdamWhile Eve had to bear children in
sorrow and pain. The serpent had to crawl orbéky and eat the dust
on theground.

God forgives human beings their wrongs agdaidsn. Therefore,
humans mustforgive themselves the wrongs against anether.

5.0 SWMARY

We have discussed how Adam and Eve mistisedfree-will given

to themby God. They disobeyed God by eating the forbiddeit ifmthe
Garden of EdenGodpunished them and the serpent for the sin which
they committed.

In this unit you also learnt that God is mercifal &l human beings.
He showsthis act in His judgement of mankind. However, someone
who needs God’s mercynustbe in need of it. To buttress the
statement, Prophet Muhammad said that @dtlnot have mercy on
one who is not compassionate towards people. HoweéM&ah have
mercy to those on earth, and the one above theshsawill have mercy
upon you.

God forgives humans their wrongs. Humans must léarforgive one
another.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCI SE

1.Account for the result of Adam&n.
2.What isForgiveness?

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)

1. Discuss the original sin ofan.

2. What punishment did God give to Adam, Eve e Serpent?

3 Comment on the statement The Merciful showscynés those
merciful.

4. Comment on how religious beliefs can promotegif@ness
amonghumanbeings.
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SELF ASSESSMENTEXERJASE
Account for the result of Adamn.
6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)

1. Discuss the original sin @han.
2. What punishment did God give to Adam, Eve andSpent?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we shall examine God's eterp&n of love for the
lost mankind.Despite the disobedience of man, God still loves. Hile
made plans for hisalvationimmediately after his fall because He loves
him.

20 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be atbe

0 Identify the means by which God reveals His wvahd plan
concerningthe promised Saviour of the humaace.

O State the immediate and long-term solution farsos in the plan
of God.Heis interested in man. He provided both immediaté an
long-term solutiongo our sinful situation through Jes@rist.

3.1 God'sPromiseof a Saviour for the Human Race

Adam, which means man, fell from God's favouhrough
disobedience toGod's revealed will and order. Eve, which means
woman, first disobeyed God astlethereafter drew Adam to commit the
same action. Hence, sin began withewoman (Eve), just as
God promised deliverance from sin and ptsnishmentghrough the
offspring of thewoman.
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The promise of the Saviour's became fulfilled tlgloa young Jewish virgin
calledMary, who was already betrothed to a man called Josegrpanter

in a little towncalledNazareth, in the district of Galilee, when an angel
of God appeared to her tteliver God’'smessage.

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city dfl€anamed Nazareth,
to avirgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of thee haj
David, and thevirgin'sname was Mary....he came to her and said, "Hall,
O favoured one, the Lord isith you!" "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favour with God. And beholgou will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his namasJ&uke

1:26-31).

3.2 God’'sPromises of Blessingsor Mankind

God promised to bless mankind through Abraham. Goge for man is
wonderful. Mankind continually rebelled and displeased Godll, &od
always sought the befir man. Beginning from the earliest periods,
God dealt with mankindgraciously.However, man failed God several
times. God therefore, chose Abraham andansly to be the focal point
of His dealings in blessing mankind. The word ofdGays,*Shall |
hide from Abraham what | am about to do seeing iataham shall
becomea great and mighty nation, and all the nations of éagh shall
bless themselves hym”. (Genesis 187-19).

3.3 God’'sPromise is fulfilled in JesusChrist

God gradually revealed His will and plan about phemised saviour for
man. Hegavethe name of the coming saviour as Jesus Christ.cBode
the Virgin Mary to beaandto bring the saviour into the universe as a baby.
(Mathew 1: 1821).

3.4 God'skEternal Plan of Love for Mankind in Islam

According to all the traditional schools of juriggence, faith (Imam)
ensuressalvation.There are however differing views concerning threntd
constituents of the act @dith. “For the Asharis it is centred on internal
judgement of veracity, for theMatundi- Hanatis on the expressed
profession of faith and the adherence of the héartthe Muotazlis, on
the performance of the prescribed duties; for thelidlis and thgvVahabbis
on the profession of faith and the performancehefltasic duties. The
commondenominator of these various opinions is summedhugearing
witness that God ithelLord. L. Gardestates:
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There are traditions in which Muhammad stated ‘tNatone

shall enter hell who has an atomfath” however these passages are
interpretedin different ways. = Those who consider performanseaa
integral path of faith suchsKhavidjis, consider anyone who commits a
grave sin to be out of faith, while theajority of Sunnis who view work as
merely perfecting the faith, hold that a believsignerwill be punished
with a temporary stay in hell.  Still theree alisagreements ovéne
possibility of believing sinners would be forgivenmediately and in full
ratherthanundergoing temporargunishment.

Some, but not all, Muslims believe that those whweehheard the message
of a prophetof God (Moses, Jesus or Muhammad) but chosetmot
follow, will receive eternaldamnation irhell.

3.5 Quaranic Passages on God'€xternal Plan of Love to
Mankind are exce ptsbelow

Allah guides adherents of Islam towards the patithase who were on
the earthpreviously and walk in His ways. Quran 4:26, sdydlah
does wish to makelearto you and to guide you into the ways of those
before you; and (He does wish tinyn to you (in mercy): and Allah is
All- knowing, All-wise. Quran 4:27 says, Allatoeswish to turn to you,
but the wish of those who follow their instincthst youshouldturn away
(from Him) far,far-away”.

But, whoever worships Allah, He guides and whoduens away from
Him, is notfit to go near Allah. However, if he repents dmahs to Allah
and seekslis forgiveness, Allah will forgive him of hisrongdoings.

Quran 5:74 says, why turn them not to Allah andk ddis forgiveness?
For Allah is often-forgiving, mosmerciful.

Quran 15:49, also shows God’'s love for mankind be eéarth. It
states, tellmy servants (believers) that | am (Allah) indeed ttHe o
forgiving, mostmerciful.

Allah does forgive those who did wrong in ignoranc&his shows
Allah’s love for mankind in this world. Quran 16:119, says, berily
you're Lord, to thosevhodo wrong in ignorance, but who thereafter
repent and make amends, your Laiterall this, is oft-forgiving, most
merciful.

Also, Allah forgives those who have transgressedire their souls.
Quran 39:53says; “O my servants who have transgressed aghiest
souls despair not othemercy of Allah: for Allah forgives all sins, for
He is oft-forgiving.
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Quran 39: 54, urges the sinner to turn to God pem&ance and subniib
Him. “Turn to your Lord (in repentance) and subioitHim, before the
chastisementomes on you: after that you shall notie¢ped”.

The Holy Quran also tells the adherents of Islaat @od loves mankind.
Quran 85:14 says, And He (Allah) is the oft-forgiving, full déving-
kindness. He is Lord dhethrone, full of all glory, Doer (without let) of
all that He intends. If you have repentd/our sins, and turned to Allah,
He is willing to forgive you all your wrongs. s because Allah’s will
is itself the Word and the Deed. He does not ahdtig mindto forgive,
provided you, turned tdim.

Allah has no favourites nor sons, or parasitesh & we associate with
humanbeings.Every creature of Allah gets His love, and His care
Every human being isnarkedbefore his throne of justice and mercy.
God is not partial, He forgives sinnano repent and turn telim.

Allah plans to give a new world to mankind hereaffend he (believer)
will be in alife of bliss, in a garden on high, the fruits whereofll (

hand in bunches) low andear.“Eat and drink with full satisfaction;
because of the (good) that you sent before yothdmays that are gone.
(Quran69:24)

Yusuf Ali comments on this verse of the Holy Quitaws:

Whatever good deeds you do, you will find it wittiah, for Allah sees
well all thatyoudo. The new world which Allah will give to mankind
will be a holy world, a nevearthand a new heaven, when the blessed might
well think with calm relief of “the days thate gone.

3.6. ISLAMIC CONCEPT OF JUDGEMENT

Judgement means judging or being judged. It colsld means decision
of ajudgeor court or process of judging. Judgement is Gatbsie. He
knows best and His the most Just of Rulers. Now let us look into the
attribute of God that shows Hiasthe only true Judge of mankind
in the Universe. The Quran extols justisrdcommands it as a divine
virtue. Quran 16: 90, says: Lo! Allah enjoinethsiice and kindness,
and giving to kinsfolk, and forbiddeth lewdneasd abomination
andwickedness. He exhorteth you in order thatmey take heed.
Another Qur'anversion put it thus: O ye who believe ! Stand fiast
justice, when ye bear witness before God, thouglbei against
yourselves or your parents or your kindretiethe the party be rich or
poar.
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God sentProphetsand the Book of Balance to teachankindabout
justice.

The Glorious Qur'an says: We sent afore — tinreaqostles ( Prophets)
with clear signs and sent down with them ( mankind) the Book
Balance ( of Rightand wrong) that men may stand forth in justice
(Quran 57: 25). Surely, we, hawsentdown to you the Book in truth
and justice that you might judge between mankindhay which Allah
shows you(Qur'an 4: 105). When you judge amongkimal, judgewith
justice (Qur'an 458).

According to Doi, God has sent His Apostles diviegelation aimed

at renderingjustice and guiding the entire human society ®phth of
peace. He further sattatjustice then has been extolled as the command
of God for the faithful indludaism Christianity and Islam. Doi believed
that prophets, seers, jurists, also believbdt justice trains the
inhabitants of the world. For in justice one isheit rewardedor
punished. More over, he says that the kingdom af {Sdounded upon
equity andjustice. Justice is not limited but it is a uniedrguality.
Besides,he asserts thaetent of existence on the earth is upheld upon
the pillar of justice. Therefor¢hecontinuance of mankind depends upon
justice on the planet. Justice is an architdall virtues, the aim of the
law, a virtue of social institution. For thisason,theprecept of justice
demands religious tolerance among the adherentslslain and
Christianity inNigeria.

Justiceas anattributeof God inChristianity

We excerptghus:

One of the most important precepts of Christianis that justice is
an essentiahttribute of God, and that He has sent forth Happets to
manifest this holyirtuein their teachings and lives. Thus, the Almighty
has opened the way fonankind’'sprogressive education in the merits
and requirements of justice (Barnes K.D.(198%or example in the Old
Testament, Isaiah declares: God is a God of Justisaiah

30: 18 ). In the Old Testament, the Psalmist dedlaihy justice is
like the highestmountains ( Psalms 36: 6). The Psalmist furthes:say
Righteousness and justieae the foundations of thy throne . Thou art
just, O God and thine ordinances arght. Thou has issued thy decrees
in justice (Psalms 109: 137). He (God ) judgeswbdd in justice. He
passes sentences on his people with equity ( Bsakn 17 ).And
Jeremiah sang: | am the Lord who practices stetdias, justice, and
righteousnesm the earth, for in these things | delight, says Lord (
Psalm 9: 24 ). It is th&odof justice that Abraham implores not to visit
his wrath upon the good togetheith the bad in Sodom. Shalt not the
judge of the whole earth himself act justly ( G&8:
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19 ). Abraham was to become a great and might matial a blessing to
all mankindthrough himself and his off-spring come forth fros three
wives, in order thahe may charge his children and his household after
him to keep the way of the Loky doing righteousness and justice ( Gen.
18:19).

THE DAY OF JUDGEMENTIN THE NEXT WORLD

In summary, Allah loves mankind; that He has eteptan for him to

inherit hereafter.But, before man can inherit the eternal life, he ta

worship Allah and repent of hi8nsand turn into new ways dfllah.

4.0 CONCLUSION

God promised to bless mankind through Abrah&@od loves man
despite hisdisobedience to Him. He sent His only begotSon Jesus
Christ to redeemmanfrom sin.

50 SWIMARY

Since the beginning of creation of man by God nanticually sinsagainst
Him. But, God has made salvation for him througdus€hrist.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)
Discuss Adam and Eve and their transgression agaoa.
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

The Holy Bible Revised Standard Versi¢h971).Collins,

Richardson, A (1958) An Introduction to théneblogy of theOld
Testament

Kegley, Charles W (ed) (1862). The Theologycity of publication

Macmillan (Excerpts internet: God eternal plan for mankind on
1/6/2007)
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we shall examine the concept of loVke word love is used
for threebiblical Greek words. These are “eros”, “philia’datagape”.
You will be taughtof the best love that should be practiced by

Christians not only in Nigeria, but itheworld atlarge.

20 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be atde

Explain what philiais
Identify eros
Identify philia

Identify agape
Identify the best type of love that should be psact byChristians

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Eros

Eros is a Greek word used for a kind @fel among people. Eros
is a totally human love. It usually refers to sexual love, asHEmglish
word “erotic” implies (Richard Strauss). The aim of this kind of love
is getting something foyourself.Your feeling in eros love is for you to
get what you need from the person whgou have this type of love for.
You will

45



CRS104 COMMON THEMES IN CHRISTAINITY AND |SLAM

only please him in order to obtain what you wantrirhim. Eros poses
as lovewhichyou have for someone but in actual fact it is the lwhich
you have for yourselErossays. "l love you because you maketmappy".

Strauss says, “the foundation of such love couldseen in certain
characteristics,suchas beauty, charm, warmth, kindness or talent.”
When such characteristics amkenaway, such love dies. In this type of
love, you give a little but expect to get somethimgeturn for what you
have given to someone. If eros love fails to get what youwant from
someone, it may result in resentment, bitternessatred. Today, many
boysandgirls choose their life partners on the basis oeifhe couples,
who know little abouteach other but believe that their physical love wil
guarantee them a happy marridéel usually, may be in for a shock. This
is because eros love is never true loVeeromantic bubble will burst
when the "ideal" partner turns out to be not-s@idele or she may turn
out to be a rude, unromantic, inattentive andsteffiartner. It can beeen
therefore that this type of love cannot in itsalistain a long-lasting
relationship.

3.2 Philia

This type of love relates to your soul eatithan to your body. It
touchesyour personality, such as intellect, emotions, and Wiilhvolves
mutual sharing witlyour partner.

In the New Testament, the phrase, "to love” orlite" and the adjective,
"loving” areused several times. For instance, Peter profebsetype of
affection for Jesu€hrist,when he was asked, “Peter do you love me? Peter
replied, "You know that | lovgou”.

We choose friends because of the pleasureemy@y from being with
them. We appreciate their presence and share in their sigerin addition

to these, we alsobtainsomething that is good and beneficial from the
relationship which we share withem.On the other hand, they also benefit
from us. In philia “love, our happiness is/olved rather than just "my"
happiness. In other words, both partners do shinggommorandshare
thingstogether.

In Nigeria, many Christian couples build their tielaship or marriage
on Philia love does not think of self alone, does not seek tospleself
rather, it seeks the goashdhappiness of thpartner.

However, Philia love can also fall, if you as atpar neglect your duty in
contributingyour share to your marital life. Being mialfof this,
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you will do well to give attention to the needs of your partaérays.
3.3 Adgpe

Agape love does not look for pleasure for itselft telights in giving of
self. Thisis because it is God-centered. Agape love keeps omg@wven
when its objectsare unresponsive, unkind, unlovable, or completely
unworthy as supported IStrauss.

Agape love seeks only the good of the one lovedediks to make the
partnerhappy.In agape, you overlook whatever sacrifice it wiktyou

to love yourpartner.Happiness is all that matters. You understand
and tolerate weaknesses yiur partner. In this type of love, you give
all you have totally to your partner. étherwords, it is called genuine
love. This type of love is originates from dsoGod Himself is
agape. The Holy Bible contains many verdest express Go@nd
love, sacrificing and provisions for sinners. @d&116; Romans 5:8,1
John 3:16). When you receive Jesus Christ, as your saviour, God
pours his (agape) lovento your inner being. You feel the agape love
within you because God has given ydis spirit to fill your heart with

his love. (Roman's 5:5) To fully understand thepthagape love, you
are encouraged to readCbr.

13.

3.4 Love inlslam

Love in Islam is only limited to marriage this unit. The religion
of Islamteaches that God is our Creator and that He isiregB# love.
Muslims are urgediot to marry unbeliever. They can only marry
believers like themselves. Tl@uranstrongly tells the Muslim men: Do
not marry unbelieving women until they believeeslave woman who
believes is better than an unbelieving (pagan)vieman.

Yusuf commented on marriage thus:: marriage is atmotimate
communion, andhemystery of sex finds its highest fulfilmemthen
intimate spiritual harmonys combined with the physicéhk.

As religion is a great influence on the life tolb@arties or either party,
differencesof religion, must affect the lives of both more forndly
than differences obirth, race, language, or position in life. It is
therefore only right that the parties bemarried should have the same
spiritual outlook.

If two persons love each other, their outlook orstrhe the same. The
couplemustshare the same faith and generally see things dhee s
way. This will help thento live. Peacefully and happitypgether.
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It is stated in the Quran that an adherent of Istaay marry women
of his choice.He may marry up to four women if he can love them
equally. But if he cannotieshould limit himself to ongvoman.

This privilege to marry uo to four women was givas a result of
the effectsof the many wars that Mohammed fought in the course of
spreading Islam. Thevarsmade many women widows, so to care for
these defenceless womeaviphammedallowed the men to marry up to
four women provided the man shares his legaallyamongthem.

The unrestricted number of wives in the “times gridrance” was now
strictly limited to a maximum of four, provided you share your love
equally amonghem.

When husband and wife quarrel, they are to makeepedth each
other. (Qurand:
128). Two arbiters must be involved in their peacakingprocess.

One peace maker must come from the husband’s farihg the second
man from the wife’s family to make peace between the coy@laran
4:35)

An adherent of Islam must wed free believing wom@&ut if he cannot
wed them,he can wed believing girls from among the daughters$isf
people.

40 CONCLUSION

God loves you. You need to love others as yourfieyfou are married,
love your partner. On the other hand, if you are single, @ski for

a sincere lovepartner.The Bible is the source of love which you must
emulate. We love God becausle first lovedus.

50 SWMARY

There are three types of love being practised bgambeings. They are
Eros, Philia,and Agape. The best suitable love for man to eraukt
agape. In it, you giveall you have to other people without counting on
what you will gain in return. Agapie God’s love. It is sacrificial love.
God sent Jesus Christ to die on the Crossufan order to be saved.
Christ has made Himself an anointment for our SBadwill use agape
to transform your marriage into a beautifelationship.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCI SE
God is love. Do you agre€dscuss.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSISNMENTS (TMA)

Discuss three types of love that you know. Whick do you prefer and
why?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Strauss, Richard L (1979), Marriage is fovd, Wheatonllinois.
Tyndale Houséublishers,

The Holy Bible, Revised Standard Version, 1@xdllins
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MODULE 2 PRAY ER

Unit 1 What i®rayer?

Unit 2 Healing in Christianity and IslanPespectives
Unit 3 Christian Moralalues

Unit 4 Fear ofod

Unit 5 ThePatriarcls

Unit 6 Good works i€hristianity

UNIT 1 WHAT IS PRAYER?
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 MainContent
3.1  What iprayer?
3.2  The Prayers éfannah
3.3 Hannah'’s prayer dhanksgiving
3.4 The Relevance of ElijahRrayer
3.5 Jesus Taught His Disciples to Apply li-ratPrayer.
3.6 Jesus' Prayer Raised Lazarus fDeath.
3.7 Prayers of Paul afilas.
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor MarkedAssignments
7.0 References/FurthBeadings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Prayer is a medium of communication between manGod Through
prayer,mancommunicates his feelings which could ben
expression of gratitudeor thanksgiving; a desire for provision of
material things or a cry fdrealing.

More importantly, prayers could be an expressionegfet for a wrong
done, acryfor forgiveness of sins committed against Gad even
fellow man. Inprayer,our dependency on God is simply dramatized.
In this unit, we shall studprayerwith references to Biblical examples
and examine its relevance in the livedta# people.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be atbe

Explain why wepray.

State the benefits of praytermankind.

State the role of prayer in the life $gsusChrist.

State the significance of Paul and Silas prag@mankind.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 What IsPrayer?

The Oxford Advanced Learners’ Dictionary (2000)ide$ prayer as
“words which you say to God giving thanks or asking for help”.
Christianity and Islam teacbhshow to pray to God. In this study, we
shall examine the power of prayers dhdfunctions of prayers in the
lives of some people that were mentioned in liady Bible.

3.2 ThePrayersof Hannah

Hannah, one of the wives of Elkanah, a native ah&haim-zophim or
Ramahwasbarren. Also, Elka'nah’s second wife, Penin’nah,owfad
children usuallytauntHannah for her barrenness. She opened up her
mind to God in prayers arfdodanswered her prayer. Elkanah used to
go to Shiloh for the annual sacrifice tieeLord of hosts. He attends
the annual worship with the whole family. #iiecommunion meals,

he would give portions to Peninnah and dleiidren. While Hannah
would be given only one portion due to arrenness.

For this reason, Peninah used to provoke Hann#feaannual sacrifice
at Shiloh. This caused Hannah sadness to the extent that cile wot
eat but weepwhile Peninah and her children would eat the communion
meals with Elkanah. Aftethemerriment in Shiloh, one day, Hannah
rose up, prayed and wept before ttmrd asking Him to remove her
barrenness. She vowed to God and said, "O LQ#RbDosts, if you
will indeed look on the affliction of your maidsemt, andremember
me, and not forget your maidservant, but will giveyour maidservant
a son, ther will give him to the LORD all the days of his lifand no
razor shall touch hi®iead."Hannah vowed to the Lord that the son
which she requested for would dedicatedo God to serve Him all the
days of his life. Then Eli the priest blessed asdusedher of God’s
intervention.

Later, Elkannah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lemhembered her;
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and in duetime Hannah conceived and bore a son, and shedcalle
his name Samuel, f@hesaid, " | have asked him of the Lord.” (I Samuel
1:19-20).

At the next annual sacrifice at Shiloh, Hanrtabk Samuel her son
along with her. She gave him to Eli and said, "Oh my Lord, yasi
live, my Lord, | amthewoman who was standing here in your presence
praying to the Lord. For this childprayed and the Lord has granted me
my petition, which | made to him. Therefotéhave lent him to the Lord
as long as he lives, he is lent to the Lord" (1 Galn.: 24-

28).

The above passage show how Hannah made a requastdo from God
and howherwish wasgranted.

3.3 Hannah Prayer of Thanksgiving

Hannah worshipped the Lord and thanked Hon fgiving her a
son named
Samuel. Sheays:

“My heart exalts in the Lord; my strength is exdlte the

LORD

My mouth divides my enemies, because | cejoin thysalvation.

"There is none holy like the LORD, there is nonsithes thee; There is
no rocklike our God,

Talk no more so very proudly, let not arroganoeme from your
mouth; forthe

LORD is a God of knowledge, and bhym
actions are weighed. The bows of the mightg broken, but the
feeble girdon strength.

Those who were full have hired themselves fou bread, but those
who werehungry have ceased hainger.

The barren has borne seven, but she who has madyeahis forlorn.
The LORD

kills and brings to life; he brings dowin

Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and nrakeshe brings
low, healsoexalts. He raises up the poor frahe

dust; he lifts the needy from the ash he@apmake them sit with
princes andinherit as seat dionour.

For the pillars of the earth are the LORD's andtleem he has set the
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world.

"He will guard the feet of his faithful ones; tbthe wicked shall
be cut offin darkness; for not by might shall man

prevail. The adversaries of the LORD sha#l broken to pieces;
againstthemhe will thunder in heaven. TheORD

will judge the ends of the earth; he will give siéh to his king,
and exaltthe power of his anointed. (1 Samuel1210).

When Samuel grew up to boyhood, Hannah handed diili tto serve
the LORD. In Hannah’'s Prayers, we have learnt how to makgiests
and thank God for granting them. Also, we learnfutfill our vows
that wehavemade to God in time afeeds.

3.4  Elijah's Prayer

The power of prayer was dramatized on the mountdiCarmel by
Elijah. After three years of drought in Israel, God ordered Elija
appear before Ahab in orderreveal Himself to Elijah as the Almighty
God who would send down rain terael. Elijah went to Ahab and told
him to assemble all the Baal prophets at MdDatmeland that all the
people of Israel were to be there alsoAhab assemblediour
hundred and fifty (Baal) prophets of Asherah befive Israelites. The
Baal prophetswere given a bull to sacrifice to Asherah in orttebring
down rain for the landf Israel.

The Baal Prophets prepared an altar, cut the lmitl pieces laid
them on it,andthey called the name of their god to answer therfirby
but to no avail. The wordf God says that the Baal prophets called on
their gods saying “O Baal, answas!" But there was no voice, and no
one answered. (1 Kings3:26).

Prophet Elijah mocked the Baal prophets sayingy ‘@oud, for he is a
god, eitherheis musing, or he has gone aside, or he is on a¢guor
perhaps he is asleep amistbe awakened".

The Baal prophets cried aloud cut themselves aal wgith swords and
lancesuntil they were drenched in blood, yet Baal did not angiaem.

Elijah summoned all the people of Israel to comehim, and they
all came.Herepaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrdain.
Elijah selectedwelvestones, according to the number of the teelv
tribes of Israel. EacBtonerepresenting a tribe. With the twelve stones,
Prophet Elijah built an altar in teameof the LORD. He also arranged
the wood in order and cut a bull in piecésaid them on the wood
and told the people to fill four jars with waterdaempty thenon the
wood. He told them to do it for three times. Thetevaran round
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about thealtar, and drencheatl
Elijah then called upon the Lord God saying:

“O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, ldvat known this day
that youareGod in Israel, and that | am your servand ahat |
have done all thesehingsaccording to your word. Answer me, O
LORD, answer me, that this people may know that, yOuLORD are
God, and that you have turned their hearts badkKings

18: 36-37).

Immediately, the fire of the Lord fell, msumed the burnt
offering, wood,stones, dust, and licked up the water. (1 King88)3:
All the people of Israebawthe event then fell on their faces and said,
"The LORD, he is God; the LORD, heGod "(1 Kings 18:39).

Elijah ordered the people to seize the Baal prgphe¢ took them to
the brook of kishon, and killed them there. He then asked Alaga
home and eat and alsowait for the rain.

Elijah thereafter went to the top of Mount Carnmwed down upon the
earthand prayed to God. He called on his servant to go ugh lank
towards the sea to watte formation of the cloud.

The servant went and came back to inform that he saw nothing.
Elijah senthim back to observe the sky seven times.tl@n seventh
time, he went backo Ahab and reported that he saw a little cloud like
a man's hand rising out of tre=a.Elijah had faith in God, he stood
up, called his servant and headed home.

After Elijah's message was delivered to Ahab byskivant, the heavens
grew blackwith clouds and wind and it rained in the land sfaél. (1
Kings 18: 45). In the above passages, you havetl#éaat God answers
prayersto save people from problems.

3.5 Jesus TaughtHis Disciples How toPr ay

In the Scriptures, Jesus taught his disciplestondie anxious about their
lives, foodand clothing. But that they should trust ie thord and
seek His kingdomandall other things would be given to thethuke
12:22-30).

Jesus taught them how to pray. He instructedmthe enter into their
rooms andpray to the Lord. He told his disciplesatt God would
reward them forHe sees even in secret. He further warned them not to
use long-winding in prayerike the Gentiles. But they should ask God
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whatever they need in simple words. Tlidecause God knows their
needs before thegsk.

Jesus taught them the following prayer: Our Fathkeo is in heaven,
Hallowed be youname,

May your Kingdoncome May your will be done on earth as it isieaven
Give us this day our dailgread

And forgive us oudebts

As we also have forgiven our debtors; And leadaisiotemptationBut
deliver us from evil (Mathev@:9-13).

In the above prayer, Jesus taught his discipleskdor their daily needs
and alsoforgive those who offend them. Jesus did assuralisisples
that God heartheir prayers.

3.6 Jews' Prayer Raised Lazarus from Death

Mary and Martha were sisters of Lazarus of Bethdmagzarus fell sick
and theysentfor Jesus Christ to come and heal him but Jesayelelfor
two days after hdnadreceived the message. He did that in order to
demonstrate the power of God/lhenhe learnt that Lazarus was dead,
Jesus said to hidisciples.

"Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | goateake him out of
sleep” (John

11:11). The word of God further says, the disciptsd to him,
"Lord, if he hasfallen asleep he willecover.”

Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thoughhthmeant taking rest

in sleep.He plainly informed them that "Lazarus is dead, andtfeeir
sake, he was glad thhéwas not there, so that they might believe. Jesus
told them they should accompahin to see Lazarus. (John 112-16).

When they got to Bethany, Lazarus was alreadydriadmb for four days.
Marthatherefore, said to Jesus Christ "Lord if you hackrbénere,
my brother wouldnot have died... ..Even now | know that whatever you
ask from God, God will givgou" (John11:22).

Jesus said to Martha that her brother, Lazarus| uske again.
Furthermore the Scripture says, Jesus saw Mary and the Jews who
accompanied her, weeping ahdwas deeply moved in the spirit, and
he said, "where have you laid him?” Thegidto him" Lord come
and see" (John 11:35). The word of God says, “Jesgst’. (John
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11:35). He ordered them to remove the stone that la@ upon the
tomb of Lazarus. After the stone was removed, Jesusdlifip his eyes
andsaid.

Father, | thank you that you have heard me. | kilost you hear me
always, butl have said this on account of the people standinghby
they may believe thatou are the one who sente.

He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, coroet" The dead man
came outhishands and feet bound with bandages, and his femgped
with a cloth. Jesus satd them, "Unbind him, and let himo".

Jesus prayed to God and God answered Him instamty Lazarus
was raisedip. The raising of Lazarus from the dead after foursdgyows
that God grantgenuinerequests. For it is believed that after two
days, no dead body coulgsurrecticcording to humahbelief.

3.7 Prayersof Paul and Sibs

At Thyati'ra Paul and Silas were walking along et when a slave
girl who hada spirit of divination met them and followed PaGhe
identified Paul and Silaasmen of the Most High God who proclaimed
the way of salvation to mankind@-heslave girl accompanied Paul and
Silas as they move about spreading the goodieWyatira for several
days. Sensing that the girl following them had mife@r spirit, Paul
turned and commandedus:

| charge you in the name of Jesus Christ to conteobtier. The spirit
came outof the slave girl who kept on shouting and revealiaglRand
Silas as men of God tbe people.

However, her owners got angry for she could no éomgake money for
them.Theyarrested Paul and Silas whom they dragged befereuthrs.
The rulers took therto the magistrates and accused them of disturbing
their city. Besides, they were seasdews who were foreigners who had
no right to disturb the peace of the ciBauland Silas were accused
spreading strange and unacceptable doctrinesciidwedattacked Paul
and Silas. They were mobbed, beaten with rd@s] their clothes
torn off and they were thrown infwison.

The magistrates charged the jailer to keep Paul Sitas safe in the
prison. Thejailer kept them in the inner prison and fastertesrtfeet to

the stocks. Amidnight,Paul and Silas prayed and sang hymns to
God while the rest of thprisonerdistened to them. Suddenly a great
earthquake took place and it shook phison.

As a result of this, all the doors of the prisonrevepened and every
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prisoner'detters were loosened. In other words, they wechaimed by
God as a result dfauland Silas prayers and praises. As the jailer woke
up and saw that the prisaioorswere open, he drew his sword and
attempted to kill himself for he thougttatall the prisoners had
escaped from the prison. However, Paul cried ouh wiloud voice
saying:

Do not harm yourself, for we are all here” (Acts2d). The jailer called
for lights, rushed into the inner place where Paul and Sila® wept

in fear. He sawthemand fell down before Paul and Silas, then
brought them out of the inner placd the prison. The jailer asked
from themwhat he could do to be saved. Paul and Silas tealim
"Believe inthe

Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and ymursehold.

They also preached the word of God to him and etixdro were in his
house.Thejailer treated the wounds of Paul and Silas. H¥ tthem
into his house andgave them food to eat. After listening to
the preaching of Paul and Silathe jailer together with his family
accepted Jesus into their lives and they Vbaygtized At day break, the
magistrates sent the police to the jailer to redleBaul andSilasfrom
the prison. However, when the message was deliverdgem, Paul made
it known to the jailer that they were citizens of Ron® has been beaten
andjailed, without trail.

Therefore they were not to be released privatetypbiblicly. When the
magistratesieard the message of Paul, they went to apologizam
and Silas andeleasedhem. For the power of prayer which Paul
and Silas demonstrated theyerereleased. They then went to the
house of Lydia an established Christian ladythe city, where they
werewelcomed.

40 CONCLUSION

We talk to God through prayer. We overcome problémsugh prayer.
We receivethe forgiveness of sins through prayer. Also, wankhGod
for his graciousnessn prayer. Peninnah ridiculed Hannah for her
barrenness. Hannah prayed to Goddahild and she was given. She
gave Samuel to Eli in order for him to serve Godlashadpromised.

Prophet Elijah revealed God as the living Lord velipplied rain for the
peopleof Israel. Jesus taught his disciples to prayGbd for their
daily needs.He demonstrated the result of prayer when he raised up
Lazarus from thelead.

Paul and Silas prayed to God when they vimg@isoned at Thyati'ra
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and theywere released. They used prayer and worship toecbswouls
for God

5.0 SWMARY

We have discussed how one's problems could besdsoby God
through prayer.Hannah's barrenness was solved through prayer. She
gave birth to SamueElijah proved to the people of Israel that God is a
living Lord through prayer. He prayddr rain and God sent down rain

for the people ofsrael.

Jesus taught his disciples how to pray. He alsoodetrated the rolef
prayer at Bethany when he prayed and raispd Lazarus from
death. PaulandSilas prayed while in the prison at Thyati'they
were released by Godlheyconverted the jailer, his household and
other prisoners t&od.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

Account for the power of prayer in the life ldannah.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)

1. Defineprayer

2. Account for the benefits of prayer in thees of Hannah,

Lazarus, Paul angilas.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

A.S Hornsby, (2000). Oxford Advanced Learner's Dicary. gh
edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

The Holy Bible (Revised Standav@rsion)(1971).Collins
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we shall discuss healiag corporate matter among
Christiansand Muslims in Nigeria. Healing is a common tleethat
Islam andChristianityfocus attention to provide salvation fmankind.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
By the end of this unit, you should be atde

o Explain the meaning dfealth.
o Why Nigerians depend on faith for total healing \arious
illnesses odiseases.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Healing

Healing in Nigerian culture is a corporate matfehis is because it
involves thewhole person, the family and the society. Goodthaalthe
religious concephasdifferent meaning from the Western one. This we
shall discuss in thignit.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) defines goodaltie as the
absence ofliseas®r infirmity from any human being. Religious contep
of good health deals witthestate of total physical, mental, social-well
being as a result of maintenance gbadrelationship and harmony with
nature, divinities, spirits and fellow humdmeings.(Adamo:2005:50)
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Adamo says that health involves the sgal, psychological,
spiritual andenvironmental components mian. These
are the physical,thesupernatural and the mystical. The physical
is the injury caused to thmhysicalbody. This kind of disease normally
responds to medical cure. The supernatamatmystical diseases are
caused by wizards and witches. Also, it can$a aesulof violation

of taboos or neglect of duties to ancestors. Bssidlethe affected
personhas no good human relations with his fellow humeimgdps, he is
bound to besick. These diseases are difficult to treat by the ombxod
healers. For this reasofaith comes in as a means of healing the affected
person.

Another method of healing diseases among the @Ginssis the use of the
bookof Psalms and other Bible verses. Among Nigerian Ganis, faith

in the word ofGodand in God along with prayer, fasting and the use
of the name of God does healcure various diseases from people. In
addition to these, the uses of the Bible with combination of Nigerian
herbal materials do cure maitipesses.

Let us examine some of the ailments that the Bibbleombinationwith
Nigerian herbal materials has been useclte:

Adeayejo, T.N is quoted by Professor Adamo (2008&) Psalms 1, and

3 have been used to cure stomach troubles. Foe thsalms to be
effective, thesick person must read them into water and pronounce the
holy name of God fortgighttimes. These would then be mixed together
with some African materials and teskenorally little by little.

Psalm 20 and 40 are used for curing swollen stonBithe passages are
used tocure bareness and infant mortality. For barren womehaee
children, professoAdamostates that psalms 51, Genesis 15:1-5, 21: 1-8,
and 1 Samuel 1:9-20 are read imtaterand given to the barren woman to
drink.

Another method of healing among the Christianshés laying of hands
by the eldersand anointing the sick person with oil accompanigth
prayes.

The word of Godsays:

Is any one among you suffering? Let him pray. kg @meerful? Let him
sing praise.
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Is any among yosick?

Let him call for the elders of thehurch,

And let them pray over him, anoint him withil in the name of
the Lord; andthe prayer of faith will save the sick man, and Loed
will raise him up, and ithehas committed sins, he will be forgiven"
(James 5:13-15).

The above method by which elders lay their hamgint and pray
for the sickperson is the approved method used &oring
various ailments irmostchurches in Nigeria. The elders tell the sick
person to confess his/her sinsarderto get healed. However, if the
sickness would lead to death, hence hefshsconfessed his/her
sins, and accepts Jesus Christ as his/her SaMibis believedthat
such a person would receive God's forgpgs and he/she
would beaccepted into the kingdom of God as he loe passes
away from thisearthto eternity.

3.2 Healing in IslamicWay

The Mallam or spiritual healers use iBmt means to cure
human beingsphysical and spirituaimaladies.

The spiritual leaders or healers use twoomameans to heal sick
people. Thefirst method is the use of prayer. Theyypfar the
sick person to gehealed.The second method that to write some
passages of the Qur'an, on papadmake talismans with them to
be used by the sickerson.

Besides, important passages of the Quran vargen on black
wooden slateswashed with clean water and drank by the smk f
the solution of aparticularproblem. (Oseni, 1988:8). The healer
is usually a teacher of the Qurademust have faith in Allah,
observes the canonical daily prayers, give aongoor people, fast
in the month of Ramadan and perform the Holy Rilgige inhis life
time. The Quran is used as a means of healingilaieats. In the
Hadith it is said that "God has not created any maladshowt
creating its remedy. Letisexamine some major problems which the
Mallams or teachers of the Quraalve:

1. Protection against witches, evil eyescars, evil spirits, and
dangers otll kinds.

2. Memory jog for children who perforoorly at school. In
additionabright pupil may need protection against the
envious ones sorcerers who may want to harm him. The

Mallam has the solution to that probléoo.
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3. Women's ailments are also givenn#tia by the Mallams.
The ailmentsrange from sanity to other gynecological problems.
Constant ilinessluringpregnancy is also given attention for it
is believed that sometimes suelsituation is caused by means
that cannot be explainethturally.

4. Prayers or charms are also soughtrategiion against
gun shots spearsarrows and dagger cuts. Certain
Mallams are believetb have certain Quranic and other
inscriptions with which they make charries protection
against thebove.

5. All-purpose prayers can be used in sglwiifferent problems.
From the Islamic point of view, there is nfimess without a
remedy.

Mallams use the whole Quran to solve serious probl®ef a given
society. Someprominent Mallams are summoned to read ehgre
Quran for solutions tdhe problems of the society. Mallams use Quran
36 in prayers on drinkable solutiohs seek Allah's protection against
witches, sorcerers, evil spirit amgpressors.

One of the verses from the Quran used [jlavhs to solve various
problemsincluding sickness is givemelow.

There is no deity but the (God), the living, therfgal. Slumber neither
overtakedhim; to Him belongs what is in the Heavens and arthe
Who is it that will besaved but by His (Allah) will. He knows what is
before them and what is aftdtwlemand they do not grasp any knowledge
about Him (Allah) except by His willHis throne is wider than the
Heavens and the earth; and He is never weapresfervinghem both.
He is the most High, thglorious.

Special attributes of Allah found in the Quran ased by Mallams to
solvemanyproblems of mankind. Allah has ninety -nine (99jiltitive
names that are uséor Him by Muslims.

In addition to the above the use of herbs with @rays also common
amongthe Muslims.

40 CONCLUSION
Muslims and Christians used prayers, Quran, thg Bdlle and herbs in

healingailments and solving various problems of mankineligRous
leaders are verysefulin thisarea.
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5.0 SWMARY

Health is a serious matter which involves all hurbamgs. Total health
is absencef diseases from human beings. Religionist's canckgood
health deals withthe state of total physical mental and spiritual
relationship with man and Go@rayersBible, Quran, fasting and
worship are used as objects to heal hurbamgsphysically and
spiritually in Nigeria.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)

Discuss the healing methods used in both theeBébidthe
Quran.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
Z. 1 Oseni, (1985) “Islamic Scholars as Spirituadaiers in a Nigerian
Community”, in The Place of Religion in the Development of

Nigeria, llorin: Department dReligions,University ofllorin.

Hussain, Athar (1974) The Message of the QurslamicPublications
Bureau:Lagos.

The Holy Bible (Revised Standard Version), 197 1lli@®Bible.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Christianity as a religion has always insisted beodute values since it
began. Thisis because Christians need Christian moral valees t
improve their morabktandard#é society. In this unit we shall discuss
some Christian moral values whiglouneed to study and apply into
your life style.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be abie

. Identify Christianity as the moral sourcerafnkind
. Explain the nature of Christiamoralvalues

3.0MAIN CONTENT
3.1Values

Akanmidu (1993) says one effective way of explagnimhat Christian
moral valuesare is to start with the word ‘values’. In thendphistory

of explaining theethnicsof certain actions or behaviour, the concept
of values has remained thsonstantndex through which what is
moral is determined from what is otherwiseMore often, values
which either expressed actions or the assa#snof entities,are
regarded agood.
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The emphasis on moral concepts is reconcilable wiiat has values.
The philosophical understanding of values connotesfallewing two
meanings:

The first sense relates to the attitude of apprgisind estimating the
quality, thatis, and the worth, merit, relevance of a thing ehdviour

in relation to personsin essence, all phenomena have worth,
merits, and relevance ansuchestimations reside in the attitudes,
choice and tastes pkeople.

The second sense is with reference to ao$eprinciples which
are beliefswhich become standards for behaviour and basisuibural
appreciation ofpersonsor social groups.  These two philosophical
approaches find fairly close parall@h the estimation of values by
Christiars.

The impression clearly given of values, is thatri€ian moral values’
refer tofirst, the attitude of appraising behaviour considering worth,
merit and relevancef such in the light of Christian ideals. Second,
that some underlying belief@mainbasic to Christianity which turn to
becomevalues.

As far as the conception of moral values are corexin Christianity,
the worth, merit and relevance of any moral judgement of thesfian
often findsjustificationin the underlying beliefs aChristianity.

3.2The Importance of Moral Values

The conservative moral mood of our day more arate makes the
underlying concept of Christian moral values relevant. This
underlying concept hasomepictorial formation in the mind and this
formation brings to understanding thathat is of moral value in
Christianity does not altogether reckon with humestimation of
morality.

From two sides, the Christian is obligated to psecmorality toward
others inorderto satisfy them and satisfy God. The pictorial
formation is that in every casen which Christians have cause to
interact with others, the aspect of interactiotumewith God’s pleasure
cannot be experienced. In essence, Christian nvadaksexist only
because Christianity exists for them.  Thewy that Christianity
has its own moral values should not be taken to mean thiaas been
reduced tcethics.

Christian values have imparted greatly on the hurolaaracter. It
is onecentralway in which Christianity is less abstract to peopht
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this point, it isreasonablehat we attempt to define Christian moral
values.

3.3What are Christian MoraVaues?

Christian moral values are values which takeurce from the
doctrines of Christianity and have standards in the moral autthaf
God. From thidefinition, Christian moral values can be estimated in
terms of the content of Christianitywhat Christianity means to people
as a religion, and form the basis upon whichintpacton people is
known.

The religion that has no moral values to peopl®ns that puts its
adherentdn contempt and has no articulated pattern upon witgh
adherents can attacheaningo their lives and other peopldiges.

Morality in Christianity is a system of camd that conforms to
standardof right conduct or behaviour sanctioned by or resglfirom
Christian teachings. The connection between moral rectitude and
Christian moral  teaching jointly constitute the basis upon
which Christian moral values aseknowledged.

3.4Christas Model ofChristianMordity

If Christians dispense with all moral rulasd principles, Christ's
remainin the absence of all others for them. It is accephet Christ’s
life, his interactionswith others and his teachings alums
up to constitute a biographgf perfection. As Adam puts it, “In
Christ the kingdom itself appeared on eaitithat the perfect human
life, the moral ideal for man, was perfectbalized”,(Adam, 1952).

As it has widely been accepted without any iamhction, Christ
lived the only perfectly unselfish life ever seen on earth. Clwistoral
perfection has beconsmoral pattern for others (especially the adherents
of Christianity) to emulate. It is this very sense that Christ has become
a model of Christiamorality.

3.5 Jesus Christis a PermanentModel of Christian Mor ality

There are two main reasons among possible otheomsawhyJesis
Christ remains a permanent model of Christizorality.

These are: first, the permanently high moral stacthtlzat Christ has set;
second,Christ's moral teachings which were reproduced riacpce.
Christians believehat Christ was fully man like any human in all
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things except sin.  Thisnportantexception makes the morality
of Christ remain a permanenpace-settingphenomenon in the
world. By this, Christ’s life and message have loeethemeasuring rod

for all situatiors.

Take for example the teachings of Jesus Christowas, IChrist's own
estimationof love is in the first instance related to loveseff and then
extends to the lovef others. This reflects in the celebrated “golden
rule” which stipulates that.ove others as yourself” (Matthe@9:19).

Underlying the golden rule doctrine is an affirnoatiof love for self
from whichone can love others. Paul Tillich interprets ti@den
rule, to mean thaChrist“presupposes, without saying it directly, that
there is a natural self-affirmation &person which should not prevent
the affirmation of others. This is the sensehave taken love to
begin with self before it radiates taheys through us.What
sometimes escapes the views of some people onotdergrule is the
oddfeeling that situations may warrant some @essnot to love
themselves. The question for such is how can they love others as
thenselves?

The essential point which can form the bagmon which this
question carbeanswered is that the inability to love oneself Facess
outside personal choiceimposed on one by unsolicited
circumstances. Therefore, ttesponsibilityinherent in the ‘golden rule’
assumes without prejudice absencauns$olicitedcircumstances which
in turn put man in the situation of loving othesshamself.

The second point on Christ’s teaching on love 8nig not only one’s
neighboursdut one’s enemies (Matthew 5:44). Indeedisthdoes
not see any gooth someone loving only his/her neighbours. §thri
asserts that to do this is nateflection of sound morality because
persons of evil inclinations are boundléwe persons of like manners.
The point therefore, is that the obligation to lowél serve positive
voles only among persons of like manners. On ¢hoisnt, lovewill
become a fraternassue.

This point in itself demonstrates high mdgali  Although this
is true theextension added to this with the teaching that eeeishould
be loved looksnorally supererogatory even to tristian.

The morality in this form of love does not predean the anticipation
for gainbuton the struggle to be of high moraktitude.
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The temptation to live a moral life well below thisaching is most
likely. Indeedthe intrinsic worth of loving one’s enemies has mte

do with helping theenemieghemselves to understand the attraction or
beauty inherent in loving. The one wisdoved when he/she knows to
be an enemy is best placed in a positiorcaatrastbetween what it
means to be loved from what it means to be hatdére therwe see
unfolding the basic ground upon which the teachmfidoving one’s
enemiess built.

Undoubtedly, the strain and endurance of living tind of moral life
bothmakesvulnerability most likely plausible. This point kes Christ
moral standardsetainits high class.

3.6  Thelnterconnection betweenChrist’s Teachings and his
Practical Life

The ideal conduct is set by Christ for Claiss and the reality of
this is bestexplained when Christ’s teachings have some megbings
with His own practicalliving. The important point inherent ihe
mutual co-existence amoralteachings and practical living is the
factor of sacrifice. Geikiecarefullyenumerates these areas of
sacrifice in the case of Chrishus:

He was patient in every form of suffering: a horssldife, hunger and
thirst, craftand violence, meanness and pride, the taunts ohieseand
betrayals ofriends,ending in an ignominious death. Nothing of all this
for a moment turned Hinfrom His chosen path of love and pity. His
last words, like His whole, life, were @rayerfor those who returned
Him evil for good (Geikie,1980).

Geikie’s points here drive home the fashions inchhChrist lived what
He taught.It is the combination of the uniqueness of Christ's
teachings which outshineal forms of moral standards and the existing
coherence between what Christ taughtllived that made Him a moral
model to Christiaimorality.

The Christian delights in the fact that Christ he tmoral standard of
Christianitybecause the standard gives the Christianr isease of
duty. Coupled withthisis the conviction that the sacrifices in pursuing
the mark of the standard hattee promise of future reward. The
Lordship of Christ does not work itself ourtto some forms of vague
religious feeling, rather, it expresses itself biotthoughtand practice.

Christ is the basis of Christianity without whometé will be no
Christianity. Hegives it (Christianity) its unique idegti and
guarantees itperpetuity.
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3.7The Content of Christian Moral Values

Having identified the nature of Christian mlorvalues, attempts
will now bemade to examine what these values contain. doing
this, we shall makereference to some claims that are inherent in
Christianity. These claims weraadeby Christ whom without having
to conflict with Christian beliefs, wéaveidentified as the model
of morality inChristianity.

These claims which collectively form an importarartpof Christian
beliefs aresuchthat identify Christ as of the same personalityGasl.
Christ says that, “I anthefather are one” (John 10:30). From this,
Christ makes it abundantly clear thatsee Him was to see Gddohn
12: 450; (John 14:9). To believe in him was taended in God (Johd 2:
44). To receive Him was to receive God (Mark 9:.37)o hate Him
was tohate

God (John 15: 23), and to honour Him was to hor@@od (John 523).

The relevance of these claims the idea of content is
that in Christianity. Christ in God remains the sauraf Christian
moral values. It follows from this that the source of Christian mora
values is purity since allakessource from God who is holy and
cannot bewrong.

This observation accounts for one important aspéchristian moral
values, thisis holiness. Moral values consist of pure characted an
good principles. Thigointwhich emanates from the claims of Christ
to the purity of Christian morakaluescannot be faulted without granting
that God'’s purity is irdoubt.

Further to this, the point can only be doubted witeis argued that
Christ andGod are not one and the same. This kind of doubt again
requires that it is establishéldat Christ was not saying the truth about
His claims to be one and the same w@bd.If Christ had said the
truth, the doubt is apparently overruled, and ifhael toldliesin His
claims, then it, remains to show with evidenced tha had told lies
aboutHis claims

3.8The Principles of Christian Moral Value

It has become a tradition in ChristianityatthChristian morality is
a revealedmorality. This tradition distinguishes Chiasi morality
from Islam morality. Henry says, the Christian morality is a special
revealed morality — not merelgreligious ethics (morality). It gains
its reality in and through supernatudaclosure(Henry,1971).
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Taking this point into consideration, Christian @lovalues are of
impeccablevalue. Since these values are at the instance of a
transcendent being, man requirgkhe assistance of this same
transcendental Being to be able to live up to thaellengesof the
standards. This view is quite central to Christiamnciple that the
Christianconduct is rooted in faith in God and sud by divine
grace. Therefore,Christian moral values are ‘not borrowed from the
world, but a proclaimednon-conformist’ morality over againghe
‘ethics’ of theworld.

4.0CONCLUSION

‘Christian moral values’ refer to firsthe attitude of appraising
behaviourconsidering the worth, merit and importancke sach in
the light of Christianideals. Jesus Christ is the model of
Christian morality.  Christ livedtheonly perfectly unselfish life
ever seen on earth. He was fully man Bkg/human in all things
except sin. The ideal of conduct is set by CHasChristiansHe lived
what he taught on the earth. Jesus Christ reddseéfless services
thatlack practical rewards on this world. In otherrds the life of
Christ remainsagreat sacrifice: the sacrifice of giving up lifeattothers
may live.

5.0SUMM ARY

We have discussed moral values, the Christian malales and Christ
as modelof Christian morality. We can also concludhat moral
values originatedrom God.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)

Discuss Christian morafalues.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we shall discuss the fear @bd in Islamand
Christianity.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be atde

. Explain what the fear of Gad.
. Identify how the believer can show his fedGod.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 TheFear of God

In Islam and Christianity, the Prophet of dGbrought messages of
salvation to mankind. They used their live to serve. God userkveal
His plans andnessagethrough the prophets to mankind in both
Christianity and Islam. Botheligionsteach their adherents the fear of
God, they however differ in presenting GodlasSaviour of humanity.
While Christianity presented Jesus Christ as theidsir of mankind.
Islam however presented Allah as Saviour.

Jesus Christ commanded Israel to love God. The wbdr@od says;
"(Jesussaid)Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God, the Lord is cexed you
shall love the Lord your God with all your heamdawith all your soul,
and withall your mind, and with all your strength”. (Mark 123)2

Jesus the Saviour of mankind urged his hearerae(Jsto know that
God is one;They must love Him whole heartedly. For ist the
first commandment of God to man. As our Savioug fidade us to
know that wemustlove God. After loving God, we must love our
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neighours too as Christ th8aviourtaught mankind. For this reason,
man must love God and his fellow beings. Werd of God says.

"You shall love your neighbouras yourself. "There is
no other commandment greater than these"

The book of Isaiah chapter 43:11 says,
"I am the Lord, and beside me there is no Saviour"

The above quotations indicate that God is theidBavof mankind.
Therefore,manmust love Him.

The Qur'an also taught Muslims to love or fearAJl God.

Let us examine the Quotations and passages #ahtwith the fear of
Allah below. Quran 3:76 says,

"Nay, but (the chosen of Allah is, he whdfilleth his pledge and
wardethoff
(evil) for lo! Allah loveth those who ward off. (H}"

The above quotation shows that God hatekloevs, but He loves

those whodogood things. In other words, Allah lovesht&pusness,

therefore, He wantdHis followers to be righteous in this earth. If you
love God, fear Him.

Qur'an 3:31 says,

"Say (O Muhammad to mankind): If ye love Allah,léw¥ me;

Allah will love you and forgive you your nsi Allah is forgiving,
merciful”.

In the above quotation, Allah spoke to Prophet Mumad to address
mankindwho loves Him to follow Him. Any man who follows Allaill
be forgiven his sinby Allah.

Qur'an 76: 8&ys.

"And free with food the needy the wretctne torphan and the
prisoner,for love of Him"

The quotation above, implies that the believer roesgenerous or kint
the needy poor, orphan and the prisoner. If heslaliese people, then he
loves Allah. This quotation shows that a believer must love his
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neighbour. Qur'an 2:17ag

It is not righteousness that ye turn your facebéoEast and the West; but
righteousis he who believeth in Allah and the last day andahgels and
the scripture anthe prophets, and giveth his wealth, for love of Him, t
kinsfolk and to orphans artle needy and the way farer and to those who
ask, and to set slaves free; aixservethproper worship and payeth the
poor-due. And those who keep their treaty wtiesy make one, and the
patient in tribulation and adversity and time oess. Such artheywho

are sincere. Such are t@ed-fearing.

The above quotation indicate that believers mubéwein God (Allah)
Angels andthe Last Day i.e. Judgment day in which every beliawill
account to Allah alhisdeeds in this universe. This shows that after death
there is judgment awaitingverybeliever in Allah (God). This quotation
encourages believer to share thmtongingr wealth with others such
as orphans, poor or needy people. It asmouragebelievers to be
patient in hardship, persecution, or illness. Ti@siranic passage
encourages believers to share with their wealttme®e too. If they do

it, they aretrue worshipers of Allah. However, if they do nibtmeans
that they are notyettrue believers of Islam. Believers must be
God- conscious at all times itheir lives. Muslims must fear God
and love Him. They must not be involvad things which Allah
hates.Quran

35:28 says.... The erudite, among His bondsmenAfiént aloné'.

The Quran urges Muslims to fear Allah alone. Theysmnot fear
somethingelsebesidesAllah.

40 CONCLUSION

Muslims and Christians must have the fear of GdkyTshould fear,
respectandobey God. Jesus Christ revealed the nature of ®od t
mankind during his lifeon earth.

Believers are commanded by God (Allah) to love Hind also their
neighboursGod also instructed believers to share thesalth with
those who are imeedsThey must also be patient during hardship.
Believers should be aware that thésesod, angels and judgment day
awaiting every believdnereatter.
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5.0 SWMMARY

The prophets of God brought messages of salvatianankind inboth
Christianity and Islamic religion. Jesus ChristghuChristians tdove
God and their fellovbeings.

Prophet Muhammad taught Muslims to love and fedahAand also to
love theirneighbours. Believers must give gifts to #thowho are

in needs. Theymustforgive people who offend them. Believers must
remember the judgment dayorthese reasons, they must serve and
worship God and love other peopléhristianityand Islamic religions
aim at bringing peace, unity, love and hamndo people.Nigerians
must unite, love and live in harmony with caneother.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)

Write short notes on tHellowing:
The love of God, charity and the lalsty.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Islamic Ed Misconceptions about Islam, Islamic Trusl992,
Publications DivisionMinna, Niger, Nigeria.

Pickthal Mohammad M. The Meaning of thelorious Koran,
Lagos: Islamic Publications Bureau, (date of Publication not
indicated)

The Holy Bible (Revised Standard Version), 1971lli@®Bible
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we shall discuss tpatriarchs.
2.0 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atade

o Identify the patriarchs that are also mentionetth@Quran.
o Explain some of the roles played the patriarchs

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Who is aPatriarch?

A Patriarch is the father and head of a familyrdyet He is responsible
for theruling of his family. Moreover, a patriarch has to se¢ évarything
such as economisocialand religious needs of his family members are
met.

In the ancient times, the patriarch’s duty is tarskes for a pasture
for the flocksand herds of his family. Also, he has to ensur¢ tthere
was enough water fadheanimals to drink. The patriarch organizes his
family to the best of hiknowledge.He protectes his members
from possible ill-treatment by other faedi Thepatriarch acts as
the family priest before the family gods. For thésson,Abrahamwas
seen as the head of his family as well as thetpnethe Quran to whom
Godrevealed His purpose for mankind. This is why Ntasl believe

in what Allah hasrevealed toAbraham.
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Quran 2:136says,"We believe in Allah (God) and what is revealed ount
us and that which wagvealedunto Abraham.

The above quotation implies that Abraham tipiged and served
God (Allah). Likewise, Isaac, Jacob, Moses and Jesus Chriswvaighip
and served God itheir lives time as indicated in the Quran Chapter 2:
136 as earlier quoted in UriiR:

The Holy Biblesays,

God said to Moses, | am th©RD.

| appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob asAGugyhty, ... |
also establisheany covenant with them to give them the land of @Gana
the land in which theywelt as sojourners. Exodu@2-4.

When Abraham arrived Bethel, he built an alarthe LORD and
called on thename of God. (Genesis 12:8). There Bethel,
Abraham  worshipped the LORD Almighty who appeared to him,
promised him that He would be with hiomly if he worshipped Him and
lives a righteoudife.

According to the Bible, Abraham's ancestors wassociated with the
cities of Ur and Haran. Each of these cities had its own gociwiis
inhabitants worshippedThe inhabitants of both cities worshighpe
the moon god known a&%Sin”. However, as for Abraham and his
family, they worshipped “the Sufficient OneheAlmighty. The God that
Abraham and his nomadic family worshippesl alsoknown as
El Shaddai that is God Almighty. It is because hig that Muslimsalso
believe God who had revealed Himself to the ab@meadPatriarchs.

The Holy Bible made it known that God freqily renewed His
covenantwith Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Gen 12: 1-3) Gen 15:1%:6,
12-21) (Gen 26: 23-25) and Gen 2B3:15)

As for Moses, one day as he was tending the flddkisofather-in-law
(Jethro) the Lord appeared to him in a burning bush and chalgedto

go back to Egypanddeliver his people Israel. Moses flight from Egypt
to Midian prepared him fothe leadership role, which he later assumed
among the Israelites. At Midian, Moseameinto contact with the
religion that inspired him and aided him spirityatb leadthe people of
Israel as a leader and spiritual father. As a tebtlslims look up to him
asa religious and political leader of the Jews. Cqgneetly, his spiritual
andleadershipcharacters were worthy to emulate by Muslims. He is
therefore seen asomeonavhom Allah has revealed Himself and
purpose to in thevorld.
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When Moses left Egypt for Midian, God appearedito im the burning
bushandgave him a great commission to lead the peoplsratl out of
bondage in Egyp#At Mount Sinai or Horeb the law of God was given
to Moses from the top ofhemountain while the rest of Israelites
were waiting below for him to returist Mount Sinai, God (Allah)
handed over to Moses the Ten Commandmentsvorablets of stone
and leadership role to lead the people of Israebdits chapterd9and
20).

From that day Yahweh (Allah) appointed Mosés lead the
Israelites,Godentered into a covenant or agreement with Isrded.[Tord
became their Godvhile Israel was God's people. God promised the
people of Israel blessing and protectinmeturn for theirobedience.

During Israelites wanderings, several other lawsewgroclaimed to
them byMosesin order to guide their moralities. When Moses kriew
was about to die, heamedJoshua as his successor and charged him
to carry on the work of leadershgndworship among the people of
Israel. Moses then went to the top of tmuntain(Nebo) and dies
there He was 120 years old when he died. Mosedlibe landof Moab.

The Holy Biblesays,

So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in |#mel of Moab
according totheword of the Lord, and God buried him in the vallay
the land of Moab appositeeth-pe-or; but no man knows the place of his
burial to this day. (Del84:5-7)

3.2 Jesus Christand His Mission on theEarth

In this section, we shall examine the teachingetid Christ as relatedtime
Quran and the Bible. Quran 31, 45 -s#ys:

O Mary! Lo! Allah giveth thee glad tidings of a wbfrom Him, whose
name isthe Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, illustrious in theldvand the
hereafter, and one dhosebrought near (unto Allah). He will speak
unto mankind in his cradle and his manhood, and he is of tighteous.

The above quotation shows that Jesus will teactkiméiin the world. Let

us now examine the method Jesus used to speak to matenentrusted
all His sayings tehememories of His disciples and hearers. BesidegsJes
sowed the seeds of Hisachingconcerning the eternal truths in the hearts
of his disciples antearers.

For examples, the teaching of Jesus Christ abaog dmod on the Sabbath
arosefrom His meeting a man with the withered hand in siggagogues
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whom he had healed. The Bible recordhuis:

.. .He (Jesus) went on from there, and entered $slgpagogue and behold,
there wasman with a withered hand. And they asked him,tlawful to
heal on thesabbath?

.. .He said to them, "What man of you, if he has sheep and it falls
into pit onthe
Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift @ut?

Of how much more value is a man than a sheep! olawful to do
good onthe
Sabbath.

He said to the man, "Stretch our your hand". Arrttan stretched it out,
and itwasrestored, whole like the other. (Matth@®:9-13).

The teaching of Jesus Christ on the Kingdom of @oamse from the
guestion therich man asked him what he would do to enter into the
kingdom of heaven. ThBible record,

...Behold, one (man) came up to him (Jesus) sayirggcher, what good
deed muslt do, to have eternal life?".. .(Jesus) he said o, lwhy do
you ask me about whas good? If you would enter life, keep the
commandmeist’.

.. .Jesus said, "You shall not kill, You shall npommitadultery

You shall not steal; you shall not bear false waeHonour your father
and mother, and

You shall love your neighbour gsurself.

The young rich man replied Jesus that he had ofgeall the named
commandmentddowever, Jesus told him that if he would be peyfect
he should go sell hipossesand give to the poor, and he would
have treasure in heaven. Jesus atsaed him.

However, he went away sorrowful from Jesus Chist He found it
difficult to sellhis goods and share the money to the poor. Thegyoun
rich man could not do butwent away from JesuShrist.

His action shows that no good works of man or afgeyhe Torah can
savemankind.But obedience to the word Gfod

The teaching of Jesus Christ was often adapteditéis hearers and the
event. Heused natural surroundings or environments awadryday
things andoccurrence$o drive home his messages. Jesus always began
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where his hearers were amedthem gently and patientljorward
spiritually.

For instance, He would start teaching them fromldlaeof Moses which
his hearersknew and respected as the law of God. He would leksd
them from theaemporalkingdom of Israel to the eternal kingdom of God.
Jesus never rushed his hearéfs.accepted the faith they could render
and from that led them on to greater thingsusnce told His disciples,
"l have yet many things to say to you but you carmearthem now
"(John 16:12) Jesus language was simple and gripppdeearers ohis
teachings.

3.3 Qualities of those who will make Heaven irslam

Quaran 23 says, that believers who humbly prayidavain talk or
speech, givalmsto the poor, guard their chastity, captivai@eserve
their trusts, respectheir covenants and pay heed to their prayers, will
inherit paradise for their eternlde.

S. Athan Hussain (1978ays,

The people of Noah had laid the charge of imposdgeenst him but God
helpedhim and drowned the transgressors. After them Goddasether
generation and seanhapostle to them but he was equally discredited. He
further said that generatioaftergenerations were raised after them and
to each was sent an apostle but as oftetheir apostle appeared, the
people treated him as an imposter. They followate another to
disaster till they became fables of by gone dagsa®ay with gpeople
who do not believe (QurazB).

The above quotations implied that many apostlegrophets were sent
by Godto mankind but they were usually rejected. Just lileerhan who
went to Jesus Chrigb ask him how he could enter the paradise and was
told the step to take, but sadlent away.

4.0 CONCLUSION

A patriarch is the father and head of thmily or tribe in Israel.
He caredphysically and spiritually for his people. Patriascsuch as
Abraham, Isaac andoahwere spiritual fathers of their days. They led
their people t@sod.

Jesus Christ is known as the Messiah in both therQand the Bible.

Both theQuranand the Bible testified that Jesus Christ healed,taught
people.
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50 SWMARY

Patriarchs cared for their people spiritually aratenally. God cared for
mankind by sending his messengers to lead mankind alrigloth

the Quran and thBible indicate that there is paradise for true believers
to inherit after thidife.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCI SE

Account for the roles of patriarchs in the Qurad #dreBible.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)

Narrate the birth story and the deeds of JesusOhrtheQuran.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Fawole, S. L (1994) Essentials of Bible Knowkeddbadan:Abiodun
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UNIT 6 CARING FOR THE POOR IN CHRISTIANITY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

God instructed Moses to teach the people of Idtaehre for the poor
amongthem.This is because man's life on the earth is veryoimapt to
God. For this reasomhe Mosaic law made adequate provisions for the
care and relief of the podsraelitesand strangers in Canaan. The relief
of the poor in Judaism is brought ir@ristianity.

20 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be atbe

Explain the importance of hospitality mankind.

Identify the poor antheir needs.

Give reasons for the transfer of hospitaltym Judaismto
Christianity.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 WhoAre the Poor ?

The Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary (20Qfefined pooras
“having very little money or not having enough mymer basicneeds”.

The biblical term, ‘poor is viewed from two pergpees, religious
and social.Onthe social point, the poor is seen as one opprekged
misery and distress itife. From the religious point of view he is one
who humbles himself before God. the Bible the Mosaic law made
adequate provisions for the care and relief of gber in the land of
Canaan.
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The Lawstates:

If there is among you a poor man, one of your beethin any of your
towns within your land which the Lord your God gives you, ydals
not harden your heart shutyour hand against your poor brother, but
you shall open your hand to himndlend him sufficient for his need,
whatever it may be (Deuteronomy 158).

Jesus Christ also considered the poor in his ramastwork on the earth.
He says:

"Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdomGofd" "Blessed are
you thathungemow, for you shall be satisfied." (Luke 20-21).

Jesus Christ considered the poor to bentedy or the have not.
He assuredhem that they would inherit the kingdom doel satisfied.
Also, Jesus sawhecrowds who were spiritually thirsty and he addrdss
them that the kingdom dBodis theirs. This is because the poor has
concerned for spiritual matters insteadtted earthly things.

Whoever takes care of the poor will be called eghbs, and whoever
negates caringfor the poor is accursed. In the MagnificerMary
expressed God's concefor the poor. She said that God had filled the
hungry with good things, and the rich Ihassent empty away Luk#&:53).

John the Baptist encourages his hearersh@re things with the
needy. Hesays;"He who has two coats, let him share with him who
has none; and he who ha®d,let him do likewise” (Luke3:11).

Jesus Christ did identified himself with the p@® he made it known
to his hearerghat God has sent him to this world to preach tbspel

to the poor. He says;Thespirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to preach good neawshe poor. (Luke 4:18) The
above statement shows that Jesus Christ carefidqrobras shown in
his messages. He was always on the side gidbe.

Jesus told a rich man who wanted to haternal life to sell
his possessionand give to the poor before he could have it. Hd sa
this to the rich marprobablybecause he has observed that the rich
were not giving enough to the poor durihg life or that they totally
neglected thgoor.

The ministry of Jesus Christ is concerned mostlthvihe poor, who
are crushedy their needs and by oppression. At the tioieJesus
Christ, the poor peopleconstituted majority of the population of
the Hellenistic world.
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Jesus Christ considered the presence of the pdadestitute a scandal in
theworld. For this reason, he taught us to look on the podrta take
care of them. Thevord of Godsays:

Then the king will say to those at his right hat@ome, O blessed of my
Father,inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foatoh of
the world; for 1washungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and
you gave me drink, | wassirangeand you welcomed me, | was naked
and you clothed me, | was sick and yasitedme, | was in prison and
you came to me”. (Matthew 234-35).

The above statements were used by Jesus Chrisat¢b tis to care for
the poorin our mists.

Also Jesus Christ taught us that the last judgmesnild be based on
man's relation with his fellow man. The man who cared for the poor
would be welcomed ithe kingdom of God. He says, “Truly, | say to
you, as you did it to one of the leadtthese my brethren, you did it
to me”. (Matthew 25:40) Jesus encourages utakecare of the poor
in our midst.

The Scriptureecord:

"One (rich man) came up to him, saying, "Teachégtvgood deed must

| do tohaveeternal life? And he said to him,.. ."If you would be
perfect, go sell whayouposses and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven, and coriedlow me". (Matthew 19:16-21).... | tell
you, it is easier for a carmel to go through élyeof a needle than for a
rich man to enter the kingdom of God" (Matth&@.24).

In the Scriptures, Jesus sympathized with the pdde. decried
maltreating thepoor by the rich in his days. James says, "Has not God
chosen those who are poorthe world to be rich in faith and heirs of
the kingdom which He has promisedttmsewho love him? But you
have dishonoured the poor man. Is it not iicl whooppress you

... (James

2:5-7)

Christianity teaches you to care for the poor inrysociety. If you are
rich, use itto bless the poopeople.
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3.2  TheSituation of the Poorin Nigeria

The poor in Nigeria are experiencing intensive ptyvas a result ofthe
social orientation where the rich continues to b rand the poor
continues tobe poor. Since 1842 when the missionaries introduced
Christianity at Badagry ihagos,a lot of changes have taken place in the
lives of Christians ifNigeria.

In line with Jesus attitude to the poor, Christiaase been seeking ways
to alleviatethe condition of the poor in the country. Christiagive
alms, clothing, foocandaccommodation to the poor. They also take care
of the sick people. Sommissionaryschools provide food for their pupils.
Christians also give scholarships to studemiddition to other sundry
assistance. In like manner, other religiomsehcometo emulate this
noblevirtue.

40 CONCLUSION

God instructed Moses to teach the people wfelsto give alms to
the poor.He gave Jesus Christ to mankind as a special gidbration.
Jesus’ ministry orarthcentered on the poor, physically and spiritually.
In the book of James in thgible, people are encouraged to care for the
poor.

50 SWMARY

We have discussed the importance of alms givirthegoor in Judaism
andChristianity.  In this unit, we have learnt haims-giving was
transferredfrom Judaism tcChristianity.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCI SE

Trace the history of alms giving from JudaisnCluistianity.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)

1. Who are thpoor?

2. How are we to treat the pooisoriety?

3. What has encouraged the growth bfisBanity in Nigeria
since 1842to date?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Dr. E. Ade Odumuyiwa, “Christianity and Humanitarigervices in

Remolandl1854- 1930s: A Historical Approach” in the Religion
and Service to Humanity, llorin: Nigerian Asgtion for the
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MODULE 3 UNITY AND ONENESS OF GOD
(ALLAH)
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Unit 2 Prayer in Islam

Unit 5 Prayer in Islam

Unit 3 Moral Laws Faith in Islam

Unit 4 Free -will

UNIT 1 THE MEANING OF ISLAM
CONTENTS
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3.0 MainContent
3.1 Islam Means Submission to the WilGafd.
3.2 The Golden Ruk.0

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary
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10 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we shall discuss the beginning ofisl the meaning of
Islam andthe

Muslims concept oAllah.

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atde

. State the basic objectives of Islariceology.

o Explain the beginning of Islam, golden rubnd the official
language ofslam.

. State the roles of the Golden Rulemankind.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
31 The Meaning of | slam

Islam means submission to the will of God; while ttame of d&eliever

of the religion is known as a Muslim. Most religiobistorians claimed
that prophetMuhammad was the founder of Islam. But, Musl
generally regard Islanasdating back to the time of creation. The basic
objective of Islamic Theology ig¢o establish the Omniscience and
Omnipresence dAllah

The Qur'an emphasizes that it was Allah who cretitecliniverse for a
purposeTheQur'an 21: 1&ays,

"We created not the heaven and the earth andatligtbetween them in
play". Allah created human beings and angels in the earth acehe
to worship Him.(Qur'an21:19).

According to Yahaya, Allah created the unseeras the arena for
mankind toworship Him on the earth while He createweds to
worship Him inheaven(Yahaya, 2003). In African culture, modern
Science, it is postulated thatAllah endowed man with the
intelligence to use and adapt all thingsuatb him to serve himself
and make his life on earth as comfortable hascan. Godcreated
man, moulded and configured him to eat, drink, malveut, seek shelter,
sleepandfulfill other physical desires. Allah allows am to have
freedom as he usdssendowment for creativity and initiative on the
earth”. Al-Quran says:

Allah has also instructed man to care for his garen earth. “Thy Lord
hath,decreedthat ye show) kindness to parents (Qua’an 17:23)

3.2 The Golden Rule

The Golden Rule means doing to others what want them to do
to you andwishing others the good things you want fjaurself.
The religion oflslamencourages this rule. H. Abdalati (2003) stated
the basic beliefs and principlesf Islamic morality that entails the
golden rulethus:

God is the Creator and Source of all goodnes$) antbeauty.
Man is a responsible, dignified and honourable agéihis
Creator.

God has put everything in the heavens and thih @arthe servicesf
mankind.
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By his mercy and wisdom, God does not expectirmgossiblefrom
man or hold him accountable for anything beyohis powe,
nor does God forbid man to enjoy the good thiofkfe.

Moderation, practicality and balance arergogees of high integrity
andsoundmorality.

All  things are permissible except whats singled out as
obligation,which must be observed, and whasiisgled
out  as forbidden, which must &eoided.

Man's ultimate responsibility is to God ards highest goal is
the pleasuref his Creator.

In this unit, we shall introduce you to some of tQeranic Surah
that dealtwith some of the GoldeRule.

Qur'an 4:36states:

AT Serve Allah. Ascribe nothing s a partner unto Him;

show kindnesaunto parents, and unto near kindred, andamg and

the needy, and unttheneighbour who is of kin (unto you) and
the neighbour who is not of kiandthe fellow-travelerand the wayfarer

and the (slaves) whom your right hapdssessAllah loveth not such as

are proud andboastful.

The above quoted from the Al-Quran, teagbu to be kind to
every humanbeing whom you meet in yolife.

Quran 16:90states:

Lo! Allah enjoineth justice and kindnessind giving to kinsfolk,
and forbidethlewdness an&bominationand wickednessHe exhorteth
you in order that yenaytake heed.

This quotation teaches you to have fair justice lbadkind to people. It
alsoteachegou to avoid forbidden things and wickedness islife.

Quran 41: 33-34ays:
..... Who is better in speech than him who prayetio his Lord and doeth
right andsaid? Lo! | am of those who surrender (unto Himihe

good deed and thevil deed are not alike. Repel the evil deed with one
which isbetter.
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This quotation implies that you should do well thhvex people. And it
teachesyou not to do evil or pay evil for evil in youife.

Quran 5:95ays:

“Allah hath promised those who believe amal gbod works. Theirs
will beforgiveness and immenseward.

In this quotation, you are assured that you witleree forgiveness of
sins in asmuchas you worship Allah. For whoever worships Him is
expected to be upright witHim in thisuniverse.

Quran 4: 13%tates:

O ye who believe! Be ye staunch injustice, witnesk® Allah, even
though it be against yourselves or (your) parents or your kiddre
whether (the case be of)rech man or a poor man, for Allah is nearer
unto both (them ye are). So follow nmassionlest ye lapse (from truth)
and if ye lapse or fall away, then 10 Allah is ewdormedof what yedo.

This Quranic passage teaches you to witness fahANithout being
partial. Inanycase which you might bear witness; it ipexted of
you to be truthfulwithoutfavouring any of the party that is involved in
a case of either rich qoor.

Quran 18: 4 Bays:

Wealth and children are an ornament of litee sight for reward,
and betterin respect ohope.

In this passage, you are taught that Allah givesltiveand children to the
adherent®f Islam. Muslims need to have hope in Allah in orfberHim
to reward thenfthe worshipers).

Quran 2: 27%ays:

And if ye do not, then he warned of war (against)yfjoom Allah and His
messengerAnd if ye repent, then ye have your principal (wilh

interest). Wrong not, ange shall not benronged.

This quotation urges you not to deal with othemgdeanjustly but to treat

themjustly. Quran 55: 6(Bays:
Is the reward of goodness aught sggedness?

In the above Quranic quotations, you have learntcaofess your
wrong doingsto Allah. He will forgive your sins. The saying and

87



CRS104 COMMON THEMES IN CHRISTAINITY AND ISLAM

practice of prophet Muhammad otherwise known as the Haditlo als
teaches Islamienorality which focuses on God and the Goldeule.

We quote some of His sayings thus: “By God in whiogied is my soul,
none shallenter paradise except the morally virtuousesbnThe
guotation in question emphasizes that onlgse¢hwho behave well
will enterparadise. Also, it teaches you that your soul iéhand of
(God) Allah.

Another saying of the prophet is that the mostqutrbf the believers
in faith isthebest in morality. The saying implies that adhereots
Islam must behavenorally. The Hadith further says; “none of you shall
be regarded as faithful until his lovés his brother is what his love for
himself’. The saying of the prophet encourages tgdove other people
as you wish them to lowgou.

40 CONCLUSION

Islam stressed teachings of the Golden Rule to mdnkMan must
not be selfish; He must be truthful in all activities, confess d&lk

offences in law courts ofusticeand allow the law to take its full
course. Adherents of Islam must do goodthis world. They must
consider others in all/othetisings.

5.0 SUMMARY

We have discussed the importance of prayer inuthits A Muslim must

be kindto people. Also we learnt that a Muslim must not inechimself

in shameful actssuchas drunkenness and adultery. A Muslim must
observe five times of prayinggily.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

State three things which you have learnt to practighisunit.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)

1. Discuss the duties of a Muslim to Allahdahis fellow human
beings.
2. Give reasons why a Muslim must gretrried.

70 REFERENCESFURTHER READINGS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we shall discuss how human being ganin contacwith
Allah throughprayer.

20 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be atde

o Explain Islam as a complete way of |démankind.
. State the rolef prayers

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
31 Prayer

Human beings are created by Allah in ordemtwship him. This we
can deducefrom the Al-Quran in which God has shown humanlte t
way to get in contactwith him through meditation. The Quran 2: 186
says:

...... When my servant question thee comug me, then surely |
am nigh. | answer the prayer of the suppliant when he criatio
me. So let them heany call and let them trust in me, in order that they
may be ledaright.

The Quran also teaches that the Jinn éAngand man are created

to worship
Allah.
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The Quransays:
| created the Jinn and humankind only thy t might worshipMe.

(Quaran51:56).

In the above quoted passages of the Holy Quramawe learnt that (God)
Allah hascreated us purposely to worship Him. For this regbte (Allah)
always answersur supplication whenever we call upon Him. Humble
people do worship Allah. Th@uran says:

Thou wilt find the most vehement of mankind in hitajgy to those who
believed(to be) the Jews and the idolaters. And thou wilt timel nearest

of them in affectiorto those who believed (to be) those who say: Lo! We
are Christians. That is becaukereare among them priests and monks, and
because they are not proud (QuszBR)

Whoever worships Allah does submit his will to AllaAs a Muslim, you
mustsubmityourself to Allah. When you have submittéal Allah,
then helping ofyour neighbours will be easy for you poactise.

Al-Qur'an 107: 1-Says:

Hast thou observed him who believeth religion’hatTis he who repellent
the orphan,and urgeth not the feeding of the needy, Ah, wo® un
worshippers who are heedlest their prayer; who would be seen (at
worship); yet refuse smalindness!

From the above quotation, we have learnt that Ivhsslimust help the
orphan andhelpfeed the needy or whoever isigaed.

Al-Quran also reveals that whoever worships Allalstralso abstain from
adultery.Al- Quran 17: 33ays

..... Come not near unto adultery. Lo! It is anrabwtion and evilvay".

A prayerful Muslim must not involve himself in conttimg adultery for it
is forbiddenin Islam. For this reason, the Al-Quran permits youmirry
two or three or fouwives.However, you must love and treat thequally.

It addsthat:
"... .If ye fear that ye will not deal figirby the orphans, marry of
the women,who seem good to you, two or three or four; angkeiffear
that ye cannot do justicdo so many wives)then one (only) or (the
captives) that your right hand possess. Thius,more likely that ye will
not do injustice.” (Al-Quram:3).
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The similarity between Christianity and Islam instlguotation is the
injunctionto avoid committing adultery. For the Muslim, the omlgay

of avoiding adultery is to marry more than one wifat you are
also limited to four wives whom you could equally care for. The Al-
Quran also made it known #&true Muslim that if he cannot do justice
to his wives or love all his wives equalli,is better for him to get
married to (only) one wife. We quoté:.if ye fear thatye cannot do
justice (to so many wives) then one only (Al-Qu#aB).

To deduce from AlI-Quran 4:3 it indicates that Alladupports
monogamy. Thids because, probably there is no one who can love two
or three or four wivegqually.Islam supports marriage for all believers
in Allah.

3.2 PrayersRestrain You from Shameful and Unjust Deeds
Al-Quran 29:45 Says,

..Recite that which hath been inspired heet of the Scripture,
and establishworship. Lo! Worship preserveth  from wtness
and iniquity, butveryremembrance of Allah is more important. And
Allah knoweth what ye do.

It is through prayer that you avoid having sex irude and offensive
way with women. You must humble your mind and body whileyrg
(Al-Quran 3:43), Says;

"O man! Be obedient to thy Lord, prostrate thyseiti bow with those
who bowin
worship.

Likewise, Al-Quran 22:77 urges every worshiper dfalA to prostrate in
prayer.

We quote:
"O ye who believe! Bow down and prostrate yowesss and worship
your Lord,and do good, that you may prosper. Thissgges also

teaches you that agouworship Allah, you will be blessed. Hence,
everything belongs to Allah, Hgivesriches to those who worshkim.
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3.3 Salaat
Salaat are not just prayers but programming (Ala@us: 90)says:

".. .O ye who believe! Strong drink and games ochrde and idols
and divining arrows are only an infamy of Satan's handiwork.viees
aside in order that ymay succeed.

If you want to succeed in life, while praying, yoeed to avoidaking
strong drink, games of chance and serving othes fedide Allah. Salaat
hastimingsfor good health. Muslims are to pray five timedylarhe Al-
Quran 20: 13Gays,

Therefore, (O Muhammad), bear with what they sayd celebrate
the praisesf thy Lord ere the rising of the sun and ere the g@aown
thereof. And glorifyHim some hours of the night and at the two
ends of the day that thou maystd acceptance.

Another Quranic passagays,

Establish worship at the going down of the sunil uhie dark of
night, and(therecital of) the Quran at dawn. Lo! (the taicio f )
the Quran at dawn isverwitnessed. (Al-Qurai7:78).

Prayer encourages personal hygiene among MassliWe could
deduce fromAl- Quran how a prayerful Muslim could purify fsetf
before approaching Allain prayer.

Al-Quaran 5:6 says, O ye who believe! When ye upefor prayer,
wash yourfacesand your hands up to the elbow, and lightly rubryou
heads and (wash) your feettaghe ankles. And if ye are unclean, purify
yourself.

If you are sick or on a journey , or one of you etimfrom the closet, or
ye havehadcontact with women , and ye find not water, thentgo
clean, high ground andibyour face and your hands with some of it.
Allah would not place a burden gmou, but He would purify you and
would perfect His grace upon you, that ye ngaye thank.

In prayer, we remember the grace of Allah uponlug, we thank God
for His goodnss

40 CONCLUSION

Human beings are created by Allah in order to wipréfim. A Muslim
must submithimself to Allah. He must abstain from adujt A
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Muslim must getmarried.He must thank God for answering his
prayers. A Muslim must not be involved any shameful act, such as
drunkenness. A Muslim must perform absoluti@fore praying.

50 SUMMARY

We have discussed the “golden rule” of Islasunch as doing good
to your parents, relations, orphans, the poor, neigfsoand
strangers.

Also, Allah has commanded you to do justice, gatmkds, and be

kind to otherpeople. It emphasizes on carrying out righteousdsiee
while you are in thisvorld. You have learnt that your soul is in the
hand of Allah (God) your makeandcontroller of theuniverse.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSGNMENTS (TMA)

1. State two “Golden Rules” of tiguaran

2. Mention two Golden Rules in thiadith

3 Wealth and children are blessing in thislevdiscuss.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
The religion of Islam teaches a way of life thab@sed on faith (Iman) and

good deedgSalihat). In this unit, we shall discuss man'shfadluties or
obligations to Allahandhis fellow humarbeings.

20 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be atde

. Explain your obligations to Allah and your fellowrnhanbeings.
o State that everybody is born wighrefaith.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
31 Faith

Faith is a proclamation of belief in the existentéllah and the teachings
of ProphetMuhammad (Peace be on Him). Also, it involves ttieeaents
of Islam puttingtheir beliefs into practice by fulfilling their obligatns or
duties both to Allah and tmankind.Quran chapter 103: 1-3ays.

..By the declininglay,

Lo! Man is in a state dbss,

Save those who believe and do good works, and egheranother to truth
and exhorbneanother teendurance.
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The above quotation shows that man's obligatiortkities to Allah(God)
super cede all other duties to mankind. Quran Btates:

Say: If you're fathers, and your sons, and youthres, and your wives,
andyourtribes, and the wealth ye have acquired, aretchandise
for which ye fearthatthere will be no sale and dwellings ye desire are
dearer to you than Allah artdis messenger and striving. In His way:
then wait till Allah bringeth His commantb pass. Allah guideth not
wrong doingfolk.

An adherent of Islam has faith and trust in Alldhese are expressed in
his/herintentions, attitudes, words and deeds. He/Shelgnes his/her
beliefs,rememberallah often with an attitude of thankfulness, hutyil

and love, purifiedis/herintentions and practises the commandments of
Allah and the tradition (Sunnal®f Prophet Muhammad. He/she must
teach them to othgreople.

Quran 8: 1Says:

They ask thee (O Muhammad) of the spoils of wax: Sde spoils
of war belongto Allah and the messenger, so keep your duty @hAl
and adjust the matter ofour difference, and obey Allah and His
messenger, if ye are (truleglievers.

3.2 Obedience to Allah Extends to all Affairsof Mankind

Quran 8:20 Says: O ye who believe! Obey Allah ansl iHessenger,
and turnnotaway from him when ye hear (him speak). M. Moirindd
Saddigni (1992)states*Obedience to God is not confined to personal
piety, but extends to all sphered$ personal, social, economic and
internationalaffairs.

His above statement implies that every believhave the duty to
strive for themaintenance of the moral laws of Allah on theverse.

Quran 18: 47 Stresses that the present iifea testing ground
for mankind.But the life hereafter (Eternal) is the ultimateabdor
every believer which her she must strive to gain. dtates:

"Wealth and children are an ornament of life of wald. But the good
deedswhichendure are better in thy Lord's sight for reward better in
respect ohope”.

The above quotations, remind a true belieet he would return
to Allah, themerciful and just God to give an account of alhgs which
he did in this universenthe judgment day. The love of Allah, joy,
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pleasure and mercy whichMuslimreceives from Him makes him/her
to have hope for the future lifeereatfter.

Quaran 89: 28-30) says: Return unto thy Lord, aunte His good
pleasure! Enter thou among my brethren! (Servants) Enter thou my
garden!(Paradise).

The above quotations refer to the soul of a betigtach belongs to God
(Allah) to return to Him after death. This indicates that vdeser
believes in Allah an@beyHis commandment will inherit paradise after
passing beyond this world. Bubthose who do not believe in
the paradise or after life who consider thmiccesseand pleasures of
this universe as the ultimate goal, such peoplge hao shareor
portion in the eternal life or life hereafter theil.

Quran (10:7-9Bays:

"Lo! in the difference of day and night and allti#dlah hath created in
the heavenand the earth are portents, verily for folk who dvanff
(evil).

Lo! Those who expect not the meeting with us, besiré the life of
the world andfeel secure therein and those who are neglectfubunf
revelations. Their homevill be the fire because of what they used to
earn".

On the other hands, as for the true believers whgabd deeds, Allah
will pay themin full their wages orewards?

Quran 4: 173%ays:

Then, as for those who believed and did good woukgp them will
He paytheirwages in full, adding unto them of His bounty; aslfor
those who werescornfuland proud , them will He punish with a painful
doom.

The above quotation implies that Allah will punigioud people for their
pride after acquiring wealth and forget to worship Allah andrtk Him
for theirwealth.

For this reason, Quran 11:9-8ays:

And if we cause man to taste some meroynfrus and afterward
withdrawit from him, Lo! He is despairinghankless.

And if we cause him to taste grace afteme misfortune that
hadbefallenhim, he saith: The ills have gone from rhe!
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He is exultantboastful;
Save those who persevere and do good works. Thdirse forgiveness
and agreat reward.

A true Muslim must be thankful to Allah for thgealth which he
has acquiredHe must be graceful to Allah when he has oveseom
some misfortune thahadbefallen him. A believer must do good
works in order to receive forgivened®m Allah. His doing good
would also earn him/her a great reward wiferng into paradise.

3.3 Idam Means a Complete Way of Life

The teaching of Islam considers man's physical siesttd spiritual
aspirations.In other words, Islam does not separate the worshidlah
from secular activitiesAs an adherent of Islam, you can combine
secular activities with religious functioms this world. For instance, you
can engage in business transactions, tradéadministration of justice
and civil service functions while you serve Allatou canengage in
praying, fasting, reading the Quran, pilgrimagnd otherdevotional
acts with other basic important aspectsifef

Quran 3:104ays:

"And there may spring from you a nation who invitegoodness, and
enjoin right conduct and forbid indecency. Such are they wieo a
successful.

A Muslim must learn what Allah has enjoined andbfdden, he or she
must teacht to other people and strive to establish Allah'sslaw the
world.

40 CONCLUSION

Quran teaches that every man is born with faitAllah. Every Muslim
who doesgood deeds will receive reward from Allah. Muslimsst put
their faith into practice by fulfilling their obligations to Allah and
mankind.

Muslims must maintain moral laws of Allah in theives. Believers
in Allah areaware that the present life is a temporabyde. They
must strive toachieveeternallife.

Muslims should be aware that Allah will punish taagho have wealth
and areproudbecause of it. True believers know that rthgood
works will earn thentheforgiveness of wrongs by Allah. As a result
of this, they will enter into thearadiseafterjudgment.
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50 SUMMARY

Every Muslim is born with faith in Allah. He or sli®es good deedsd
receives reward from Allah. Muslims must fear Aliaid do his bidding.
Allah will reward the faithful in paradise. After death, oné# face the
judgment of Allah. Ithisdeeds are bad, then he will go to hell. But if his
deeds are good, then he will goparadse.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE

What does Islarteach?

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS(TMA)

Obedience to Allah extends to all affairs of madkiDiscuss.
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10 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, we shall discuss the free-willmankind.
20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atide

o Identify the moral choice which Allah has givenmankind
o Differentiate between destiny aoHoice.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
31 FreaWill

The Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary definesefwill as “the
power to makeyour own decision without being controlled by God
or fate”. Allah createdddamand gave him a free-will to choose whatever
he wants in the world. Qura1:7-10, says,

"And a soul and Him who perfected it and inspire@vith conscience of)
whatiswrong for it and (what is right for it). He is ineleé successfully
who causeth ito grow, and he is indeed a failure who stuntgth

Allah created man and gave him an opportunity osk between good
and evilin the world. However, man must strive for what is gand
right in the world. Thiss because man must be put to test in this world.
For the life of a true Muslim is fubbf exertion angurpose.
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Quran 2%tates:

"Do men imagine that they will be left (at ease)n@ on their merely
saying,we believe and they will not be tested wadffliction?"

It talked about some people who once lived in tloeldvbut were tested
or tried by God.

A true Muslim has free-will to choose evil or godolt he will be
rewarded forhis good intention. However, he cannot control the ltesu
of events that happened Inis life which God (Allah) had approved for
him. For instance, a man may decide toadkind deed but he may
prevented by Allah for carrying it out. This isimitation to his freedom
of doing things in thevorld.

God sent Noah to his people. He lived among themifee hundred and
fifty yearsduring which he revealed the plan of Allah to mawkat the
time. However, itwasreported that only a few people followed Noah
and heed to the word &dlah.

Those few people were saved by Allah. While theaniigj of the people
choseto disobey Noah. The disobedience people were drowpdédod.

Abraham proclaimed the word of Allah to his peopfed urged them
to serveor worship Allah and be mindful of Him but they deaid®
have Abraham Kkilledor burn to death, but for the intervention of Allah,
he was saved. Isaac addcobworshipped Allah and they were chosen
by Him to be prophets for thegaeople.

The people of Lot, Shuaib, and Thamud, Korah, Rlodrrand Haman
chose tadoevil but Allah destroyed all of them. Al-Quran sdlgat some

of them were suninto the ground through the earthquakes and some of
them weredrowned.

The above named people were destroyed because efills or wrongs
which theyhad chosen and acted upon in the world. On the tidwed,
those who chose teearthe word of Allah preached by Abraham, Noah,
Isaac and Jacob were rewarddéy Allah who saved them from
destruction.

Quaran 29: 6 says: hence whoever strives hard dotisGause, does so
only for hisown good, for lo! Allah is altogether independencie
(His) creature”.

The above quote and the named prophets of Allah wtnged in
worshippingAllah, gained eternity for themselves. While those who had
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chosen not to worshig\llah gained destruction. The actions thie
righteous and the unrighteous people mentioned urai® 29 indicate
that mancanhave nothing but what he strivies:

"And that man hath only that for which he makettfioref and that
his effortwill be seen”. (Quran 53: 3310)

On the other hand, no man can change the planla Abr him. Quran
says;

"Lo! Allah changeth not the condition of a folk unthey (first) change
that whichisin their hearts, and if Allah willeth misfortunerfa folk
there is none that caepelit, nor have they a defender beslidien.

The above quotation shows that Allah has the fowaitrol over the
result of eventsor destiny of man. For this reason, the choice ahm
either good or bad seemsthave worked for him in thigorld.

40 CONCLUSION

Freewill is the power to make your own decisionghaut being
controlled byGodor fate. Allah created mankind and gave him freedom
of choice, either good drsad.He gave man freedom to choose either
paradise or hell. If man decides worshipHim, he will gain paradise.
But if man decides to reject Allah he will chookell for himself.
God controls the destiny of man. He has the fiagl an mankindand

his deeds on thisarth.

50 SUMMARY

God (Allah) created man and allows him to make aicgh either good

or bad.He also allows man to choose either hell or paradssl sent

his prophetspnamelyAbraham, Isaac, Jacob, Noah and other prophets to
lead mankind alright. Thoseho obeyed them were saved while those
who rejected therperished.

In conclusion, Allah has the final say on mankindheworld.

SELF ASSS GNMENT EXERCISE

What isfree-will?

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMA)

1. Account for the outcome of the actionstludse who decided
to disobey NoalandAbraham in theQuran?
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10 INTRODUCTION

The primary source of moral laws is the Holy Qurémhich is
believed tohavecome directly from Allah) and the Hadith. €Th
moral laws are included itheSharia Laws in Nigeria for the states
that practise it. What is Sharia? Shariang\rabic word that means "the
path to be followed". Its literal meaning is "th@yvtoa wateringplace".

This "path" or "way" is approved by Allah. Shargthe way or road
Islam which Allah has established for the guidance of his pedpith for
the worship of Allabandfor the duties of life". Sharia is a set of coelfi
laws governing the outwardonductsof Muslims. Also, it is a life
principle that gives the Muslims a world view,ngoral value and a
conscience.

20 OBJECTIVES

By the end of this unit, you should be atide

o Explain the roles of moral laws your life.
o Explain the birth of Jesus Christ and His rolesniankind in the
world.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Moral Laws

Moral laws form part of the Sharia laws that isidid into five sections
for easyreferences. However, in this unit, we are conceméd the
last section thatdealswith apostasy, adultery, theft, fornication and
murder.
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Quran 2: 266-26 8ays:

"Those who forswear their wives must wait four nisntthen if they
changetheir mind, Lo! Allah is forgiving, Merciful. And if theydecide
upon divorce (lethemremember that) Allah is Heard¢nower."

The above quoted implies that a Muslim must nobitig his wife and
if he needdo do so, he must think twice while waiting for fouonihs
to do so. However, ihethinks that it is right for him to divorce her,
he should know that Allah heasmdknows about higtention.

On the other hand, a married man whose wife hadéd him should
have thespirit of forgiveness and change his mind of divorcingwiie.
This is because Allabdoeshave mercy upon us by forgiving us our
wrongdoings. Therefore, the husbandistbear and forgive his wife
when she has offendéuim.

In addition to the above reasons, the husband raugive his wife
for both haveequal opportunity before Allah. Quran indicatesttha
women and men arereatedrom the same spirit. It speaks that Allah
created human beings and breathiath them a part of His spirit
regardless of whether they are male or femalealBat Araf says
that both Adam and Eve ate the fruit of tlebidden tree andboth
regretted, repented and were forgiven by Allah. Qoean also urges the
husbando love his wife. In other words, the father must &joespect
and love thenother.

Quran 49:135ays:

O mankind! Lo! We have created you male and ferraie, have made
you nationsand tribes that ye may know one another. Lo! Thielesd

of you, in the sighof Allah, is the best in conduct. Lo! Allah is knower,
Aware.

Also, Quran urges us not to ill-treat anybody. QurtD: 40 says:
Whosoeverdoethan ill-deed, he will be repaid the like thereahile
whosoever doeth right, whether male or female, isnd believer, all
such will enterthe garden (paradise) where they will be nourished
without stint.

Muslims are encouraged not to ill treat rthigllow beings in the
above quotedQur'anic passage. Whenever there is a fauligpute,
the Quran appeals tihvehusband to consider the goodness in his wife
rather than always look at heleaknessr faults.
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Quran 4:195ays:

O ye who believe! It is not lawful for you forciblp inherit the woman
(of your deceased kinsman), nor (that) ye should put canstrgon
them that ye mayakeaway a part of that which ye have givbem.

Unless they be quilty of flagrant lawless, but awhswith them in
kindness, for ifye hate them it may wherein Allah happen that ye hate
thing wherein Allah hatiplacedmuchgood".

However, in the case of unreasonableness and &bs@belliousness
on the partof your wife, there is an appeal first of all to extiation as a
first step; then if youwife does not respond to that, there is another step
to take as the husband. This stethatyou must not sleep with her (but
she is to stay in your house and not to leavihis)may make your wife
realize that she is doing something that is threate the love and
affection of you (thdwusband).

During the period which you have set yourfewaside, you must
support hermaterially. In case she is pregnant at the penoguiestion,
you must supporherfinancially. She is entitled to be paid for legfin
your child suck hebreast.

On the other hand, if you finally divorce her, ymwust support her for
caring foryour child that is with her. Marriage is relationshiplo¥e and
compassion in IslanQuran

30: 21 describes thus:

"And of His signs is this: He created for you hefates (wives) from
yourselveghusbands) that ye might find rest in them, andoktiained
between you lovand mercy.

3.2 Idam EncouragesCharity (Zakah)

Islam is sensitive to the needs of the poor anditdes The giving of
Zakah oralmsor charity is a religious duty on the able Muslifrophet
Muhammad said, "He isiot a Muslim who eats his fill while his
neighbour goes hungry". He discourageeggingand expressed his
disapproval of someone begging who was physicadynd andnot
destitute. Prophet Muhammad further said, "Who seperto himself the
door of begging, Allah will open him the door of povertyt.is very
wrong for anyone whes physically sound to beg fdiving.

This prophet Muhammad once supported by tellintpey ©f a man who
went to him to beg. He told the man to bring whatever propdwy
possessed. The man toois property to him and it was sold. He used
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the amount which the property d¢fie man was sold to purchase an
axehead. Prophet Muhammad fixed a handle on the axd;:hgave it
to the beggermarand told him to go and cut wood for his livelihood.
After some periods, thmanreturned and sold the firewood. Hence
forth, the man used the income Herivedfrom the sale of the wood
to support higamily.

Muslims who are able-bodied should stop beggingvbork for their
livings. Thepractice of some people in Nigeria sending thesablied
members into the stretd beg isunislamic.

Likewise, Islam forbids stealing. Quran 5: S8ys:

As for the thief, both male and female, ait their hands. It is
the reward of their own deeds, an exemplary punishment from Allah
Allah is mighty,wise.

In 2001 in Kebbi, Kebbi State, Nigeria, one Muhandnvaas accused

of theft. His case was taken to a magistrate court where hequeaot
guilty and was seran remand for two weeks later, the Sharia judge who
owns the stolen itemeportedlyrequested that the case be transferred to
a sharia Court. Muhammad's cagsstransferred to a Sharia court where
he was sentenced to amputation by a Sluaivat.

3.3 Bélief in the Prophets Muslims believe in the prophets of
God

Quran 2: 136&ays:

Say O Muslims: We believe in Allah and that whichrevealed unto

us andthatwhich was revealed unto Abraham, and Ishmael, sadcl
and Jacob, and thebes,and that which Moses and Jesus received, and
that which the prophets receivedm their Lord. We make no distinction
between any of them, and unto Him have surrendered.

The above quotations indicate that the religainislam recognizes
the patriarchsand Jesus Christ as recorded in the Bible. The rQura
relates the birth of JesuGhristby a the Virgin Mary and his Messiah
role for mankind.

Quran 3: 45-5(ays:

"(And remember) when the angels said: O Mary! LdbA giveth thee
gladtidingsof a word from Him, whose name is the Messiah, sl&¥on
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of Mary, illustrious in the world and the HereaftEternity).

And one of those brought near (unto Allah). He {3ethe messiah) will
speakunto mankind in his cradle and in his manhood, and haf ihe
righteous. She saiddly Lord! How can | have a child when no mortal
hath touched me? He said: Sovitl be). Allah createth what He will
if He decreeth a thing. He saith unto it onBe! and it is. And He
will teach him the scripture and wisdom, and theafcandhe Gospel.

And will make him a messenger unto the childremscdel (saying): Lo!
| comeuntoyou with a sign from your Lord. | heal him who wasrn
blind, and the leper, arldaise the dead, by Allan'save.

... | come confirming that which was before metloé Torah (Law)
and to makelawful some of that which was forbidden unto yogome
unto you with a sigfrom your Lord, so keep your duty to Allah and obey
me.

The Quran actually confirmed the birth oluke Christ who is the
Messiahof human race. Also, it makes him known as the Healer
diseases; Righteous atite Messiah who came to the world to fulfill all
things that were written in the law @ld Testament.

The Quran further reveals the resurrectionJesus Christ from the
dead to life. Also, it confirms that everybody must obey him by
accepting him as the onBaviourof mankind. This settles the argument
of Jesus being the mediator of mankbefore God.

40 CONCLUSION

The Holy Quran contains some moral laws that gudankind in the
world. Among these moral laws are charity, hard work, honesty an
obedience. The Quran tellsuthat Jesus Christ was born by a virgin,
called Mary. Also, it tells us thatesusChrist healed the sick on this
earth.

Furthermore, the Quran says that Jesus Cisisthe Messiah; he
came intotheworld, died, buried andesurrected.

50 SUMMARY

We have discussed that Quran is the primary soofrogoral laws.And
that these moral laws are in the Shéaias.
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In this unit, you have learnt that it was the MirgWlary who gave
birth to Jesu<Christ. You learnt that Jesus Christ is the Messi&urther
more, you learnt tobeyJesus Christ for he commands you tesdo

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE
Mention three moral laws in ti@uran.

60 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS (TMA)

Account for the birth of Jesus Christ and his ratemankind inlslam.
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