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INTRODUCTION

ARA 316: Arabic Phonetics and Phonology is a second semester, 2 credit hours course, for
beginners in the study of general phonetics and phonology of Arabic. It is a language course for
third year students of Arabic but other students and general readers with interest in general
linguistics will also find the course useful. The course consists of fourteen units which cover a
general introduction to phonetics and the phonology, speech production and description as well
as non-segmental features of tone, intonation, and juncture. This course guide provides you much



of what you need to know in order to pass the course. . You are advised to pay attention to every
detail in what follows.

COURSE AIMS

The course aims at introducing third year university undergraduates to a systematic study of the
nature of the Arabic language, its basic sound production processes and the descriptions of its
basic sounds. In addition, the course exposes to the non-segmental features of Arabic.

COURSE OBJECTIVS
On successful completion of the course, you should be able to:

i.  Define language is.
ii.  Explain the origins of language.
iii.  Identify the branches of phonetics.
iv.  Explain the nature of speech sounds and distinguish between sounds and letters of the

alphabets
v.  Describe the process of speech production/articulation.
vi. Describes the basic Arabic sounds
vii.  Analyse the Arabic syllable structure as well as its rhythmic patterns, stress, intonation
and juncture.

WORKING THROUGH THE COURSE
To complete this course, you are expected to:

i.  Study and understand all the units.
ii.  Read the recommended books and and other relevant materials.
iii. Do the self-assessment exercises and Tutor-Marked Assignments (TMAS).
iv.  Practice the Arabic pronunciations following the recordings on your audio tapes.
v.  Revise the study units and the accompanying exercises.
vi.  Sit for and pass the final examination on the course.

COURSE MATERIALS
The main materials in this course are:

i.  Study units
1.  Text-books
iii.  Assignment file
iv.  Presentation schedule.


Toshiba
This course is on Arabic phonetics. So no need to mention English sounds in this aims and objectives section.

Toshiba
Did you mean “in terms of” here? Or “with an emphasis on”?

Toshiba
“as demonstrated in” (preferably), OR “according to”, “in line with”? 


STUDY UNITS

There are thirteen units in this course thus:

Module 1: <l ga) ale 3 4adia Introduction and Overview
Unit 1 Ay 4al)

Unit 2 Sty & guall

Unit 3 AP NS

Unit 4 sl ale & 4 58

Module 2: Akill & ga¥) ale Phonetics

Unit 1 Ghill Olea

Unit 2 Ayl & ) 7 i

Unit 3 Lall G pal) Clia

Module 3 (sl &) gua) ale Phonology

Unit 1 i sl

Unit 2 Aalall ¢ gal)

Unit 3 asball @l pay)

Module 4 4 5l (368 cilai il Non-Segmental Phonemes
Unit 1 ol

Unit 2 il

Unit 3 Laapdil) e il

Unit 4 Joaiall

Details of the study units are shown under each module.

TEXT BOOKS AND REFERENCES

Books and other publications are recommended at the end of each unit. It is in your own interest
to buy the recommended materials and to study them, particularly the sections specifically
recommended. Below is a list of suggested references and further readings.

;&UAS‘
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Earlier above you said 14 units. Pls correct this discrepancy here as anywhere else in the coursebook.
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ASSESSMENT

The self-assessment exercises are for your practice. The Tutor-marked assignments (TMAs) are
to be assessed by your tutor for a continuous assessment score of 40%. The final examination on

the course account for 60%.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT (TMAS)

At the end of every unit, there is a tutor-marked assignment which you are expected to do. Your

total score from the assignment will be as indicated above 30%.

When you complete an assignment, send it, together with your tutor-marked assignment file, to
your tutor. If for any reason you are unable to submit your assignment in time, inform your tutor

to arrange an extension of time.
COURSE MARKIN SCHEME

The following table indicates a break-down of the entire course marking scheme.
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Toshiba
For Authors, write their Surname First, and Second Name and (where applicable) Third Name. Do this in All the Refs Lists

Toshiba
Remove all the titles, e.g., Dr, Prof., in the References here and in the rest of the coursebook.

Toshiba
Also, highlight all Titles of Published Books, journals, magazines, etc. either in Italics (preferred) or in Bold, as I have done here.

Toshiba
Not necessary. Please check other refs., most of the SUB-Titles are not necessary to be mentioned. Only a few are extremely necessary, where it may be confused with other titles (by other scholars).

Toshiba
Delete this page number. Under Refs, page range (e.g., 9 – 30) are necessary with the source mentioned is an Article/Chapter in a biger Containiner (book, journal, etc.)

Toshiba
Is this the name of City?

Toshiba
This sentence is redundant, repetitive.

Toshiba
Above, you mentioned 40%. Pls correct this discrepancy as appropriate.


Assessment Mark

Three assessment Marked =30%

Final Examination =T70%

Total 100%

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit Title of Work Activity Each Assessment at end
Week of Unit

1. daluayl 4zl 1 6
2. Shail) & guall 1 3
3. <l pal) ale 1 4
4. S gal) ale g 5 1 3
5. Ghill jlea 1 2
6. g el il el 7 jlie 1 3
7. Ayl & pal) i 1 2
8. a5l 1 4
9. Adall ¢l gt 1 3
10. aslall & pay) 1 5
11. ol 1 4
12. eaial) 1 4
14. Jaaiall 1 4
15. Revision 2
16. Examination 1
TOTAL 16

FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

At the end of the course, you will write a final examination which will constitute 70% of your
final grade. In the examination which shall last for two and half hours, you will be requested to
answer four questions out of at least five questions.

HOW TO GET THE BEST FROM THIS COURSE

The National Open University (NOUN) has provided an opportunity for you to study through
Distance Learning. This means that you have an opportunity to receive university education
which is not different in quality from that received through face-to-face learning in a
conventional university. You must, therefore, seize every opportunity to concentrate fully on the
study units knowing full well that they are of the same quality as those in the many other
universities we have. Full concentration on the study units, on the text-books recommended at



Toshiba
Correct the discrepancy here. Above you mentioned 40/60


the end of each unit, and full attention to the assignment will all help you to achieve excellent in
this unit.

FACILTTATORS/TUTORS AND TUTORIALS

The dates, times and locations of these tutorials will be made available to you, together with the
name, telephone number and the address of your tutor. Each assignment will be marked by your
tutor. Pay close attention to the comments your tutor might make on your assignments. Reach
your tutor on or before the due date. Your tutorials are important; therefore, try not to skip any. It
is an opportunity to meet your tutor and your fellow students. It is also an opportunity to get the
help of your tutor and discuss any difficulties encountered on your reading.

SUMMARY

ARA 316 is designed to educate you? in the most important starting points in the general
phonetics and phonology of Arabic. On the completion of the course, you will be able to
identify and describe the most essential basic aspects of Arabic phonetics and phonology. You
will be able to understand, among others, the nature of the Arabic language, its sounds and their
production/articulation as well as its non-segmental features such as stress, intonation and
juncture.

You are welcome to the course!
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MODULE 1: Introduction and Overview < ga¥) ale 2 daxia
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1.2 Learning Outcomes
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