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Introduction
Welcome to ARA302: RESEARCH METHODS

This course is a two-credit unit degree course in Arabic. This Course Guide
gives you an overview of the course. It also provides you with information

on the organization and requirements of the course.

Course Aims

The overall aim of this course is to:

e Introduce you to the concept of reseach and significance research in
academic writing. It will introduce you to methods and techniques of
conducting academic research and writing research reports.

e Acquaint you with the major concepts in academic research and the
different styles and techniques as well as referencing methods in

academic research.

Course Objectives

To achieve the aims set out above, ARA302 - RESEARCH METHODS
has overall objectives. Each unit also has specific objectives. The unit
objectives are at the beginning of each unit. | advise that you read them
before you start working through the unit. You may want to refer to them
during your study of the unit to check your progress.

Here are the wider objectives for the course as a whole. By meeting the
objectives, you count yourself as having met the aims of the course. On

successful completion of the course, you should be able to:

. Define and explain the concept and significance of academic

research.



. State, define, explain and apply the major concepts in

research, methods, data, referencing and etcetera.

. Give examples of the major concepts in research and show
how they are applied in academic research conduct, and

reporting.

Working through this Course

To complete this course, you are required to read the study units and other
related materials. You will also need to undertake practical exercises
included in this course. The exercises are to aid you in understanding the
study being presented. At the end of each unit, you will be required to
submit written assignments for assessment purposes. At the end of the

course, you will write a final examination.

Course Materials
The major materials you will need for this course are:

(i)  Course Guide

(i)  Study Units

(iii)  Assignments File

(iv)  Relevant books including the ones listed under each unit.

(v)  You may also need to visit the Internet to browse through some relevant

websites including the ones listed under each unit.
Study Units

There are 14 units (of three modules) in this course. They are listed below:
Module 1 &g gall JLSA)

Units Structure



UNIT 1 M\J&D&égmjw\&ﬂngﬁ\
UNIT 2 Call 7 A
UNIT 3 Cagl) S

UNIT 4 Lgdlad g liball aaa
UNIT 5 <aaal) @M‘ Z\.Gl,.ua
UNIT 6 &aal) datia delua

MODULE 2 A&l il alf

Units Structure

UNIT1 Al il il Ciy s

UNIT2 A4Sl el ) daal

UNIT 3 Calay La g Alsbadd) el jally Lalid) aad jall ¢ Gaad) daii) il

L=
UNIT4 ARl clad il o
UNIT5  Aslad) culad yal) ass

Module 3: S/ yie

Unit 1 — Syl (fia

Unit 2 — Cibia gl g gilidl

Unit 3 — gl sall g (el g¢d) (Gaadd

Textbooks and References

Certain books and websites addresses have been recommended in the course.

You may wish to purchase the books and visit the website for further reading.

Assessment File

An assessment file and a marking scheme will be made available to you. In the
assessment file, you will find details of the works you must submit to your tutor

for marking. There are two aspects of the assessment of this course: the tutor



marked and the written examination. The marks you obtain in these two areas
will make up your final marks. The assignment must be submitted to your tutor
for formal assessment in accordance with the deadline stated in the presentation
schedule and the Assignment file. The work you submit to your tutor for

assessment will count for 30% of your total score.

Tutor-Marked Assignments (TMAS)

Every unit in this course has a tutor-marked assignment (TMA). You are
required to attempt all the questions and you will be assessed on all of them but
the best four performances from the TMAs will be used for your 30% grading.
When you have completed each assignment, send it, together with a TMA
(tutor-marked assignment) form, to your tutor. Make sure each assignment
reaches your tutor on or before the deadline for submission. If for any reason,
you cannot complete your work on time, contact your tutor for a discussion on
the possibility of an extension. Extensions will not be granted after the due date

unless under exceptional circumstances.

Final Examination and Grading

The final examination will be a test of three hours. All areas of the course will
be examined. Find time to revise the units before your examination. The final
examination will represent 70% of the total course grade. The examination will
consist of questions which reflect the kinds of self-assessment exercises and
TMA (tutor-marked assignment) you have previously encountered. All aspects
of the course will be assessed in the examination. You should use the time
between completing the last unit and taking the examination to revise the entire

course.



Course Marking Scheme

The following table shows how the actual course mark allocation is broken

down.

Assessment Marks

Assignments 1-4 (the best four| Four assignments, marked out of

of all the assignments 10% totaling 30%

submitted)
Final Examination 70% of overall course score
Total 100% of course score

Presentation Schedule

The dates for submission of all assignments will be communicated to you. You
will also be told the date of completing the study units and dates for

examinations.

Course Overview and Presentation Schedule

Units | Title of Work Weeks | Assessment
Activity| (end of unit)
Module 1 — & g2 gal) JLid)
1 Gaal) &3@3.4 JLadl Week 1 | Assignment 1
ad) gic E\.éLy‘: 9

2 Caal| Q‘Jil Week 2 | Assignment 2
3 Gl Jsu| Week 3 | Assignment 3
4 Ledalad g culilal) aan| Week 4 | Assignment 4
5 éaal) LS A8 Lual Week 5 | Assignment 5




6 ¢uayl) dasia 4S Lual Week 6 | Assignment 6

Module 2 — Adsbual) il yal)

7 d3,Lud) i) jal) iy 2| Week 7| Assignment 7

8 A3, il Al aal| Week 8 | Assignment 8
9 Ce daal) daa) il Week 9 | Assignment 9
dalil) aa sl

Lag Adulud) el Al

PRRELSS

10 A3, cilad Al (2 e | Week 10 | Assignment 10

11 43l il jal) 383 Week 11 | Assignment 11

-~

Module 3 - <aaal) (yia

12 Gl yia Week 12 | Assignment 12
13 Slua 335\ X @jum Week 13 | Assignment 13

14 &\%}\3 ui-‘bé-l‘ M Week 14 | Assignment 14

How to Get the Most from This Course
You will be required to study the units on your own. However, you may arrange
to meet with your tutor for tutorials on an optional basis at the study center.

Also, you can organize interactive sessions with your course mates.

Facilitators/Tutors and Tutorials
Information relating to the tutorials will be provided at the appropriate time.
Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignments, keep a close watch on

your progress and on any difficulties you might encounter and assist you during



the course. You must submit your TMAs (tutor marked assignments) to the
Study Centre well before the due date (at least two working days are required).

They will be marked by your tutor and returned to you as soon as possible.

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor if you need help. Contact your tutor if:

. you do not understand any part of the study units or the assigned readings;
. you have difficulty with the exercises; or

. You have a question or problem with an assignment or with your tutor’s

comments on an assignment or with the grading of an assignment.

You should try your best to attend the tutorials. This is the only chance to have
face-to-face contact with your tutor and ask questions which are answered
instantly. You can raise any problem encountered in the course of your study.
To gain the maximum benefit from course tutorials, prepare a question list
before attending them. You will learn a lot from participating in discussion

actively.

Summary

This Course Guide gives you an overview of what to expect in the course of this
study. The course exposes you to the concepts and significance of academic
research and writing. It will expose you to the rubrics of research and its
methods and also the major rules and regulations of engaging in academic

research and writing research report.

We wish you success in the course and hope that you will find it interesting and

useful.
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